OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE ARCHIVES DIVISION

TOBIAS READ STEPHANIE CLARK
SECRETARY OF STATE DIRECTOR
800 SUMMER STREET NE

MICHAEL KAPLAN
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF STATE

SALEM, OR 97310
503-373-0701

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
INCLUDING STATEMENT OF NEED & FISCAL IMPACT

CHAPTER 462
OREGON RACING COMMISSION

FILED: 10/30/2026 1:57 PM
ARCHIVES DIVISION SECRETARY OF STATE

FILING CAPTION: Amends OAR 462-150-00470 (10) to define what is a safe distance is.

LAST DAY AND TIME TO OFFER COMMENT TO AGENCY: 12/18/2026 11:55 PM

The Agency requests public comment on whether other options should be considered for achieving the rule's substantive goals while reducing negative economic
impact of the rule on business.

CONTACT:

Karen Parkman

503-853-5927
karen.parkman@orc.oregon.gov
PO Box 366

Gresham, OR 97030

Filed By:
Karen Parkman

Rules Coordinator

HEARING(S)

Auxiliary aids for persons with disabilities are available upon advance request. Notify the contact listed above.

DATE: 12/17/2026
TIME: 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM
OFFICER: Connie Winn

REMOTE HEARING DETAILS

MEETING URL: Click here to join the meeting
PHONE NUMBER: 1-503-446-4951
CONFERENCE ID: 440131499

NEED FOR THE RULE(S):

Current rules do not properly define what a safe distance is.

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE:

Documents relied upon are electronically stored with the agency and are available upon request.

STATEMENT IDENTIFYING HOW ADOPTION OF RULE(S) WILL AFFECT RACIAL EQUITY IN THIS STATE:
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https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/233462542515550?p=WH24ajWPTCqk1MltLU 

Rule amendment will not affect racial equity.

FISCAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT:

None

COST OF COMPLIANCE:

(1) Identify any state agencies, units of local government, and members of the public likely to be economically affected by the
rule(s). (2) Effect on Small Businesses: (a) Estimate the number and type of small businesses subject to the rule(s); (b) Describe the
expected reporting, recordkeeping and administrative activities and cost required to comply with the rule(s); (c) Estimate the cost
of professional services, equipment supplies, labor and increased administration required to comply with the rule(s).

None

DESCRIBE HOW SMALL BUSINESSES WERE INVOLVED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THESE RULE(S):

Small business were not involved and are not affected by rule amendment.

WAS AN ADMINISTRATIVE RULE ADVISORY COMMITTEE CONSULTED? NO [F NOT, WHY NOT?

Advisory was not needed.

AMEND: 462-150-0070
RULE SUMMARY: Amends OAR 462-150-00470 (10) to define what is a safe distance is.

CHANGES TO RULE:

462-150-0070
Post Parade; Start; Race 1]

(1) All horses shall parade from paddock to post carrying their respective weights and, to the extent feasible, shall
pass the stewards' stand in numerical order. Any horse failing to do so without good cause may be disqualified by
the stewards. After passing the stand once, horses may break formation and canter, warm up, or go as they please
to the post.q

(2) Jockeys shall remain on their mounts whenever reasonably possible. In case of an emergency, the stewards or
the starter may permit all jockeys to dismount and all horses to be attended during the delay.ql

(3) The post parade shall last no more than 12 minutes, unless approved by the stewards. When the horses have
reached the post, they shall be started without unnecessary delay.

(4) A jockey shall exert every effort to ride his/her horse to the finish in the best and fastest run of which the horse
is capable. No jockey shall ease up or coast to a finish, without adequate cause, even if the horse has no apparent
chance to win prize money.q[

(5) In a straight-away race, every horse must maintain position as nearly as possible in the lane in which it starts.
Every horse in the race is entitled to racing room. A horse which drifts out of its lane or lugs in or out, and interferes
with, or impedes another horse in a manner which, in the opinion of the board of stewards, could have affected the
outcome of the race, may be disqualified by the stewards.

(6) In arace run around a turn, a horse that is in the clear may be taken to any part of the track. However, a horse
which weaves back and forth in front of another horse and/or drifts out of its lane, lugs in or out, and interferes
with or impedes another horse in a manner which, in the opinion of the board of stewards, could have affected the
outcome of the race, may be disqualified by the stewards.

(7) Jockeys shall make every effort to prevent their horse from lugging in or out in a manner which interferes with
another horse.q|

(8) Jockeys shall make every effort to prevent their horse from weaving back and forth in front of another horse.
(9) Jockeys shall not ride in such a manner as to endanger another horse or jockey .9

(10) Before entering into another horse's running lane, a horse must be clear'. A horse that is clear is defined as
having one and a half-length of daylight between the tail of the leading horse and the nose of the following horse.
(11) Use of Riding Crop:1T
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(a) Although the use of a riding crop is not required, any jockey who uses a riding crop during a race shall do so only
in a manner consistent with exerting his/her best efforts to win.q[

(b) In all races where a jockey will ride without a riding crop, an announcement of such fact shall be made over the
public-address system.

(c) No electrical or mechanical device or other expedient designed to increase or retard the speed of a horse, other
than the riding crop approved by the stewards, shall be possessed by anyone, or applied by anyone to the horse at
any time on the race meet grounds during the meeting, whether in a race or otherwise.{

(d) Riding crops shall not be used on two-year-old horses before April 1 of each year.q

(e) The riding crop shall only be used for safety, correction and limited encouragement, and be appropriate,
proportionate, professional, taking into account the rules of racing herein. However, stimulus provided by the use
of the riding crop shall be monitored so as not to compromise the welfare of the horse.{

(f) Use of the riding crop varies with each particular horse and the circumstances of the race.q[

(g) Except for extreme safety reasons all riders should comply with the following when using a riding crop:1

(A) Initially showing the horse the riding crop, and/or tapping the horse with the riding crop down, giving it time to
respond before using it;

(B) The riding crop shall not be used more than twice in succession and the horse must be given a chance to respond
before using it again; "Chance to respond" is defined as at least three complete strides and one of the following
actions by a jockey:q

(i) Pausing the use of the riding crop on their horse before resuming; orq

(ii) Pushing on their horse with a rein in each hand, keeping the riding crop in the up or down position; orq

(iii) Showing the horse the riding crop without making contact; orq

(iv) Moving the riding crop from one hand to the other.9]

(C) Using the riding crop in rhythm with the horse's stride.q

(h) When deciding whether or not to review the jockey's use of the riding crop, Stewards will consider how the
jockey has used the riding crop during the course of the entire race, with particular attention to its use in the
closing stages, and relevant factors such as:q[

(A) The manner in which the riding crop was usedql

(B) The purpose for which the riding crop was used{

(C) The distance over which the riding crop was used and whether the number of times it was used was reasonable
and necessaryq[

(D) Whether the horse was continuing to respond.{

(i) In the event there is a review by the Stewards, use of the riding crop may be deemed appropriate in the following
circumstances: [

(A) To keep a horse in contention or to maintain a challenging position prior to what would be considered the
closing stages of arace, [

(B) To maintain a horse's focus and concentration, i

C) To correct a horse that is noticeably hanging, 1

D) To assure the horse maintains a straight course, orq

E) Where there is only light contact with the horse. 9]

j) Prohibited use of the riding crop includes but are not limited to striking a horse:q

(A) On the head, flanks or on any other part of its body other than the shoulders or hind quarters except when
necessary to control a horse;q[

(B) During the post parade or after the finish of the race except when necessary to control the horse;

(C) Excessively or brutally causing welts or breaks in the skin;q

(D) When the horse is clearly out of the race or has obtained its maximum placing;Il

(

(

(
(
(
(

E) Persistently even though the horse is showing no response under the riding crop; orq

F) Striking another rider or horse.q[
(k) After the race, horses will be subject to inspection by a racing official or official veterinarian looking for cuts,
welts or bruises in the skin. Any adverse findings shall be reported to the Stewards.q[
() The giving of instructions by any licensee that if obeyed would lead to a violation of this rule may result in
disciplinary action also being taken against the licensee who gave such instructions.
(142) No jockey shall willfully strike or touch another jockey or another jockey's horse or equipment.q
(123) Jockeys shall not unnecessarily cause or allow their horse to shorten its stride. Jockeys shall ride out their
horse in every race.
(134) If a horse leaves the designated racing surface after leaving the paddock and prior to the finish of the race, it
may be scratched or disqualified.
Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 462.270(3)
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 462.270
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