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DEQ Requests Comments on Proposed 
Certification of Completion for Environmental 
Cleanup of Closed St. Johns Landfill in Portland 
Date posted: 11/02/26 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality invites the public to submit written comments on a proposed 
Certification of Completion for environmental cleanup of the former St. Johns Landfill in Portland. 

How to provide public comment
Facility name: St. Johns Landfill 
Project location: 11683 N. Landfill Road, Portland, 
Oregon, 97203 
Comments due by: 12/2/26 at 5 p.m. 

Submit written comments: 
By mail: David Lamadrid, Oregon DEQ, 700 NE 
Multnomah St., Suite 600, Portland, Oregon, 97232 
By email: david.lamadrid@deq.oregon.gov 

 

Proposal highlights 
The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality is proposing to certify that all actions required under a 
cleanup agreement, called a Consent Order, between DEQ and Metro, the regional government in greater 
Portland, have been satisfactorily completed for the St. Johns Landfill. DEQ is proposing to issue a Certification 
of Completion that documents DEQ’s finding that Metro satisfactorily implemented the scope of work required 
under a May 2019 Consent Order and in accordance with DEQ’s 2014 selected cleanup plan for the landfill. 

Background 
St. Johns Landfill is a closed 238-acre solid waste landfill located in Portland in an area called the St. 
Johns/Rivergate Industrial District. The St. Johns Landfill was operated by the City of Portland for more than 50 
years from the 1930s to 1980. Metro assumed ownership of the property in 1990, and the landfill ceased 
receiving waste in 1991.  
A final cover system, gas control system, stormwater control system and other closure improvements were 
constructed by Metro during the 1990s. Historically, landfill leachate was observed as visible surface seeps, and 
a likely lesser quantity in shallow groundwater, that discharged to surrounding surface waters of the Columbia 
Slough and North Slough. The landfill cover system addressed most of the seeps by significantly limiting rainfall 
infiltration through the landfill.  
Under a previous consent agreement with the DEQ Environmental Cleanup Program, Metro completed a 
remedial investigation in 2012 and feasibility study 2013. In 2014, DEQ signed a final cleanup plan called a 
Record of Decision identifying the remedial action to address limited areas of sediment contamination through 
in-situ treatment (treating contamination in place) to reduce risks to benthic organisms (which live in/near the 
bottom of a body of water). Contaminants of concern include antimony, lead, zinc, pyrene and a pesticide 
breakdown product called dichlorodiphenyldichloroethylene (DDE). 
The remedial action selected by DEQ required treatment of approximately one-quarter acre of sediment with 
activated carbon in an area called the West Mud Flat, and verification of treatment effectiveness through 
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sampling before and after treatment. Metro also proposed, and DEQ agreed to, the treatment of additional 
areas of sediment adjacent to the landfill to improve habitat quality in the vicinity of the property including:  

• The remaining portions of the West Mud Flat outside of the quarter acre area that was treated with 
activated carbon. 

• The uppermost 220 feet of Blind Slough.  

• An approximately 40-foot area in diameter upstream from West Mud Flat.  
Metro also agreed under the 2019 Consent Order to conduct habitat restoration projects in the vicinity of the 
closed landfill. 
In 2021, DEQ reviewed and approved a Remedial Action Completion Report that documents remedial actions 
conducted pursuant to the July 2014 Record of Decision and May 2019 Consent Order.  

For more information 
Visit the Oregon Records Management Solution web page for the St. Johns Landfill, or the Your DEQ Online 
web page for the St. Johns Landfill. 
If you do not have web access and want to review the project file, contact David Lamadrid at 503-501-0669 or 
david.lamadrid@deq.oregon.gov to view the documents in person at a DEQ office. 
Cleanup Program File No. 0164. 
Visit Metro’s web page dedicated to the St. Johns Landfill to learn more about the history and restoration of the 
landfill. 

The next step 
DEQ will consider all public comments received by the date and time stated above before making a final 
decision regarding the Certification of Completion. Decision documents will be posted on the Oregon Records 
Management Solution web page linked above. 

Non-discrimination statement 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration of its programs and activities.  
For translation and other formats, visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page. 

https://ormswd2.synergydcs.com/ORMSCMSearchDEQ/Search/SearchMain.aspx?code=082&t1=anyWord&q1=ECSI0164&op1=AND&arch=0&page=1&size=25
https://ordeq-edms-public.govonlinesaas.com/pub/pub-rcd/projects/review/9/3866;hash=c9601a6099ce7db5a543f5a422ad6a1f5c753e83;tab=basic
mailto:david.lamadrid@deq.oregon.gov
https://www.oregonmetro.gov/what-metro-does/garbage-and-recycling-system/st-johns-landfill
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
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DEQ Requests Comments on Proposed Cleanup 
Plan for Trainsong Park in Eugene 
Date posted: Nov. 1, 2026 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality invites the public to submit written comments on the City of 
Eugene’s proposed cleanup plan for Trainsong Park in Eugene. 

How to provide public comment
Site name: Trainsong Park 
Project location: 2775 Edison St. in Eugene 
Comments due by: Dec. 11 at 5 p.m. 
  

Submit written comments: 
By mail: Sarah Eagle, Oregon DEQ, 165 E. 
Seventh Ave., Suite 100, Eugene, OR 97401 
By email: sarah.eagle@deq.oregon.gov 

 

Proposal highlights 
DEQ has reviewed the City of Eugene’s preferred cleanup plan described in the 2026 draft Trainsong Park 
Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives and is seeking public comment. The city’s preferred cleanup plan, 
Alternative 4 in the ABCA, is for excavation and consolidation of dioxin-contaminated soils, and then placement 
of a protective cap on the soil containment area and areas of the site where residual dioxin contaminated soils 
remain at depth. This plan does not include offsite disposal. DEQ has reviewed this draft plan and has 
determined the approach will result in site conditions that are protective of human health and the environment 
as required by Oregon cleanup laws.  

Background 
Trainsong Park is an approximately 5-acre neighborhood park at 2775 Edison St. in Eugene. The City of 
Eugene has owned the property since at least 1983 and it has been used as a park since 1986. In 2021, a 
consultant working to investigate contamination associated with a different environmental cleanup site in west 
Eugene conducted shallow soil sampling at the site to establish background concentrations of dioxins for the 
Eugene area. The 2021 sampling found elevated concentrations of dioxins, which prompted additional 
sampling. Follow up investigations in 2022, 2023, and 2026 further defined the extent of dioxin contamination 
in soil at the park and formed the basis for the cleanup alternatives described in the ABCA. Funding for the 
proposed work is provided from a U.S Environmental Protection Agency Cleanup Grant awarded to City of 
Eugene in June 2024 and from city funds. 

For more information 
Visit DEQ’s Environmental Cleanup Site Information database at ordeq.org/ECSI6504. 
If you do not have web access and want to review the project file, contact Sarah Eagle at 971-357-5275 to 
view the documents in person at a DEQ office. 
Environmental Cleanup Site Information ID: 6504 
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The next step 
DEQ will consider all public comments received by the date and time stated above before making a final 
decision regarding the proposed cleanup plan. DEQ will also provide all comments received to the City of 
Eugene and their contractor for consideration and incorporation into the final ABCA.  

Non-discrimination statement 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration of its programs and activities.  
For translation and other formats, visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page. 

https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
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DEQ Requests Comments on Proposed Cleanup 
Remedies for SPEC Industries Property in Corvallis 
Date posted: 11/1/2026 

The Oregon Department of Environmental Quality has extended the public comment period for the proposed 
cleanup remedies at SPEC Industries. DEQ will accept written comments from Oct. 19, 2026, through Nov. 23, 
2026. 

How to provide public comment
Facility name: SPEC Industries  
Project location: 410 SW Wake Robin Ave., in 
Corvallis 
Comments Started: Oct 19, 2026 
Comments due by: Nov. 23 at 5 p.m.  

Submit written comments: 
By mail: Rachel Murphy, Oregon DEQ, 165 East 
Seventh Ave Suite 100, Eugene, OR 97401 
By email: rachel.murphy@deq.oregon.gov 

 

Proposal highlights 
DEQ is evaluating a proposed cleanup remedies for the former SPEC Industries property to address petroleum 
hydrocarbon contamination identified during environmental investigations at the site. The proposed remedies 
includes the installation of a vapor mitigation system to prevent occupants of future buildings being exposed to 
potential soil vapor contamination. Soil contamination encountered during redevelopment will be managed in 
accordance with a DEQ- approved contaminated media management plan, or CMMP, which may include 
appropriate on site-reuse or off-site disposal of excavated soil.  
The remedy will also include an Easement and Equitable Servitude recorded on the property to maintain the 
long-term protectiveness of the cleanup remedy. The EES will restrict groundwater use, establish requirements 
for the operation and maintenance of the vapor mitigation system, and, if contaminated soil remains onsite 
beneath a cap or other protective barrier, establish requirements for maintaining that component of the remedy. 
DEQ is seeking comments on the proposed cleanup remedy before making a final decision. 

Background 
The former SPEC Industries property has historically been used for commercial, agriculture, and industrial 
purposes. Environmental investigations were conducted to further evaluate the nature and extent of the 
contamination and potential risk to current and future property use. Investigations conducted at the property 
identified soil, groundwater, and soil vapor petroleum hydrocarbon contamination. 
The property is proposed for redevelopment into multi-family residential housing. Based on the results of the 
environmental investigations and the property use, a cleanup remedy was developed to address potential 
exposure to contamination. The proposed remedy includes vapor mitigation, management of contaminated soil 
during redevelopment, and an EES to address groundwater use, soil management, and other long-term 
requirements necessary to maintain the protectiveness of the remedy. 
A formal feasibility study was not conducted for this site. Rather than conducting a formal evaluation of multiple 
remedial alternatives, the property owner is proceeding directly with vapor mitigation to address potential vapor 
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intrusion risks, a CMMP to address contaminated soil during redevelopment, and an EES to address 
groundwater use and other long-term requirements associated with residual contamination.  
For more information 
Visit DEQ’s Environmental Cleanup Site Information database at ordeq.org/6777. 
If you do not have web access and want to review the project file, contact Rachel Murphy 503-954-8350 or 
rachel.murphy@deq.oregon.gov to view the documents in person at a DEQ office. 
Environmental Cleanup Site Information ID: ECSI 6777 

The next step 
All comments on the proposed cleanup remedy must be received by Nov. 23 at 5 p.m. DEQ will review and 
consider all comments received during the public comment period before making a final decision on the 
cleanup remedies.  

Non-discrimination statement 
DEQ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or marital status in the administration of its programs and activities.  
For translation and other formats, visit DEQ’s Civil Rights and Environmental Justice page. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fordeq.org%2F6777&data=05%7C02%7CRachel.MURPHY%40deq.oregon.gov%7Cf2aed3a659bc4866441808df1b1e1606%7Caa3f6932fa7c47b4a0cea598cad161cf%7C0%7C0%7C639259488207909198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vdFQNuC3xI1gHB198h1Nd0CNrX8ELt1mks3vAvndsh8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:rachel.murphy@deq.oregon.gov
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/about-us/Pages/titleVIaccess.aspx
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