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Ask Your State Library
Wednesday 1 P.lM.
QOctober 28, 1942
Participating:
Mr. lorris
Urs. Ruth Stratton
Private Charles Woodbury

BOOKS FOR SOLDIEKS

Theme music with announcer's voice breaking in to say Ask Your State Library.

IMusic gradually fades.

Morris: .TED.B TOFIC TO BE DISCUSSED ON THE STATE LIIRARY PROGRAI THIS AFTERNGON
IS "BCOES FOR SOLDIERS"™ AWD I SEE WE HAVE A SOLDIER, PRIVATE CHARLES
WOODBURY, FROM CAUP ADAIR, TAKING PART. SURELY A SOLDIER WOULD BE A
LOGICAL FERSON TC TALEK ABQUT SUCH A SUBJECT, BUT I A VWONDERING ABOUT
MRS. RUTE STRATTON, THE WPA SUPERVISOR OF THE ARMY BOOK (ENTER WHO IS
ALSO HIFE IN THE STUDIO FOR TEIS DISCUSSION, JUST WEHAT IS AN ARMY

BOCYX CENTER, MES. STRATTON, AND WHERE IS- IT? !

Stratton: THE ARL'Y BOQK CENTER IN OFEGON IS IN SALEL, AT THE STATE LIEPAR‘;{,“\‘"AHD
IS COLE OF FIVE IN THIS 9TH SERVICE COMVAND AREA THESE CENTERS HAVE
BEEl ESTABLISH:D AS COLLLCTION AND DISTRIBUTION POINTS FOR THE BOOKS
DOWATED IN THE VICIORY BOOK CA/PAIGN. THIS HAS BEEW DOWE THRU THE
COQPERATION OF THE ARMY AND THE AR SERVICES SECTION OF THE

TORK PROJECTS ADMINIST ATION.
Morris: IS THE VICTORY BOOK CANPAIGN CONTINUING? I THOUGHT THAT WAS ALL OVER!

Stratton: OH 10, INDEED! IT IS TO CONTINUE INDEFINITELY. AS YOU KNOW, QUR -
ARMED FORCES ARE MULTIPLYING RAPIDLY AND THE NELD FOR MORE AND KORE

GOOD BOCKS IS INCREASING PROPORTIONATELY.

Morriss BUT AHE THE SQLDIERS INTER STED IN READING - DO YOU THINE THEY

REALLY WANT BOCKS? HOW ABOUT THAT, PRIVATE WOODBURY?



Yoodoury:  INDEED THEY DO. IN FACT, THE WAR DEPARTUENT TOOK A SURVEY ALONG
| THE ARVY CALPS TO FIND OUT THEIR RECREATIONAL PREFERENCES. FIRST

CHOICE ,7AS FOR MOVIES AND SECOND WAS FOR READING MATERIAL.

Stratton: ~ AYD YOU SHOULD:SEE THE REQUESTS THAT COME IN T0O THE STATE LIBRARY FROM

SOLDIERS WANTING CERTAIN BDOKS!

Morris: DO YOU MEAW THAT SOLDIERS ARE SUFFICIENTLY INTERESTED IN READING TO,
ACTUALLY WRITE IN AND ASK FOR BOOKS?
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Stratton: , LET IE READ YOU PART OF;JUST ONE LETTER FROJ A SOLDIER STATIONED N
ALASK;. HE ASKED FOR GUNTHER'S "INSIDE EUROPE" AND "THSIDE ASTA".
HE SAYS:

NIHE BOOKS THAT YOU SENT ME HAVE ARRIVED., I AM VERY GRATEFUL TO
YOU FOR SENDING THEM AND AM ENJOYING THEM VERY LUCH. THEY
WILL BE READ 5Y VANY OTHERS GESIDES MYSELF AND AFPRECIATED ~
JUST AS MUCH. IT IS SERVICES SUCH AS YOURS THAT NAKE A SOLDIER
FELL THAT TEE PEOPLE BACK HOME ARE THINKING OF HIL. FROM
WHAT LIMITED READING I HAVE DONE, I KNOW THAT THE NAZIS EQUIP
THEIR SCLDIERS WITH THE BEST OF CVERYTHING AND TFEY DO NOT
VEGLECT HIS MIND. AS A RESULT, THE SOLDIER FEELS THAT HE
IS TRULY IWPORTANT AUD THAT EE IS REALLY SUPPORTED BY THE

CIVILIANS."

»

lorris: WELL, THAT SURELY CONVINCES ME TEHAT SOLDIERS DO WANT B0CKS!

Skttt “TESageediib- UHOENSTOUSEY THAT Wﬁ-ﬁ&mmgomw ARWY

Morriss BY THE WAY ,‘PRIVATE WOODBURY , A"?E THESE BOQKS DOMATED IN THE VICTORY

BOOK CAMPAIGN THE ONLY BOOKS THE SOLDIERS HAVE?
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Woodbury: 10, THE WAR DEPARTMENT PROVIDES BOCKS, LIBEARY GUARTERS AND PROFESSIONAL
CIVILIAN LIBRARIANS FOR THE LARGER MILITARY RESERVATIONS. FOR INSTANCE,
AT CA'P ADAIR WE HAVE WO OF OUR OWN LIBRARIES AND TWO PROFESSIONALLY
TRAINED LIBRARIANS. BUY WE STILL NEED MANY ADDITICNAL BOCKS TC SUPFLEMENT
OUR OWN COLLECTION. IN FACT, VE EEAD A NEED FGR BOOKS LONG BEFORE QUR OWN
LIBRARIES WERE READY, AWD NRS. STHATTON SAVED THE DAY BY SENDING US ABOUT
4000. HOW WERE YOU ABLE TC HAVE THAT MANY BOCKS ALL- RIADY FOR US,

MRS. STRATTON?

Stratton: WELL, THAT KEPRESENTED MaWY LONG TOUES OF VULUNTLER WORK BY THE STATE
LIBRARY S,TAFF. MANY A NIGHT, THOSE GIRLS CAME BACK AFTER THEIR KEGULAR
DAY'S WK‘JRk TC SORT AND ERCEESS THE. BOOKS THAT WERE COLLECTED IN THE
VICTORY BOOK CA PAIGN, TI-IE‘PEOPLE DF. QREGON GAVE NHARLY 75,000 BCOKS
1IN THIS DRIVE, AND ABOUT 40,000 OF THEM CAIE IN TQ THE SﬂTATE LIBRARY,
THE COLLLECTICN POINT FOR THE STATHE. THE CGTHERS, WHICH WERE COLLECTED
IN MULTNCMAH COUNTY, WERE SORTED AND DISTRISUTED IN THAT AREA BY TIE

PORTLAND LIBRARY.

Morriss: ., 40,000 BOOKS TQ BE HASDLED! THAT CERTAINLY 1UST EHAVE MEAUT A IQT OF-

WORK! WERE ALL THOSE NA ILED IN?

Stratton: SOME WERE, EUT MOST QF THEM WERZ BROUGHT IN BY THE WPA LIBRARY PROJECT
BOCKVOBILE. WE ESTABLISHED AREA COLLECTICN POINTS THROUGHOUT THE
STATE AND THE BOCKLOEILE VADE 9TOPS AT THOSE PCINTS. WE CERTAINLY CAME
/ L)
BACK FROM THOSE TRIPS WITH THE TRUCK PILED HIGH!
Morris: THEN YOUR WORK AT THE ARMY BOOK CENTER, MRS. STHATTON, IS TO PREPARE

THESE -BOOKE FOR ARMY USE?



Strattons:

Morriss

Stratton:

Morris:

Strattons:
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YES, THAT'S RIGHT. AFTER THESE BOQKS ARE SORTED AND THE UNSUITAELE ONES
DISCARDED, THEY ARE TURNED OVER TO TPA VWOEKERS. THEY STAI'P THE BOOKS
WITH THE ARMY IDENTIFICATION, TYPE B.OK CARDS, AND UT IN BOOK PDC;(ETQ |
A.NI.J DATE DUE SLIPS. TEHEN WHEN THE BOOKS LEAVE THE CENTER, TJEY ARE ALL
READY FUR IVMMEDIATE USE. TO DATE, WE'VE SENT QUT wkﬁg&?BOOKS

TO VARIOUS ARMY POSTS AND CA PS. & ﬂwf‘i »’C?W'fﬂ‘T _ - /‘2..

THAT'S FINE! BUT WHAT ABOUT THOSE SMALLER DETACHMENTS SOMETIMES @7

STATICNED IN ZATHER ISOLATED AREAS -~ IN 7HE PLACES WHERE THERE SUKELY '//A/%

"ISN'T VERY LIUCH FOR THEM TO DC FOR RECREATION? THEY MUST FEEL LIKE

THE "FORGOTTEN HAN". !

g
QH, THEY AREN'T {ORGOTTEI\I\: WE HAVE A SPECIAL WAY OF GETTING BOOKS
CUT TO THEL. WE:'-VE I&‘IADE' UP TRA/ELING LIBRARIES OF ABOUT 40 BOOKS
HACH, COVERING A 'i’u’IISE VARIETY OF READING INTERESTS, BOTH FICTION
AND ION-FICTION. THESE ARE PACEKED IN WOODEN BORES FROVID.D BY THE
AR\Y, NUI BERED CONSECUTI/ELY, AND THEN ROTATED BY THE COMMANDING

OFFICERS ANONG THE DETACBLENTS UNDER THEIR SUPERVISION. ;X.)M/Q ,Q.uxﬁ M
/6’5 Lifirse Trampbudly helivs, alreadid s o wore ang W&Mﬁ; T4

SAY, THAT IS A FINE WAY, A¥D THOSE STOLDIEES (ERTAINLY WUST APPRECIATE W

HAVING SOMETEING TO READ WHEN THEY ARE OFF DUTY WITH,NOTHING TO DO. r

I'i DECIDEDLY INTERESTED IN HEARING JUST WHAT DOES BECOME OF THE BOOKS

DONATED IN THE VICTORY -BOOK CA PAIGH AND HOW THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED.

BBT ===-- YELL, NOW MAYBE I'M GETTING MY FOOT IN IT WHEN I SAY

GO AHEAD - QUT WITE IT! HE WHO HESITATES IS LOST, YOU ENOW, ANWD
I'D HATE TO THINK OF YOU STILL PONDERING OVER SOME QUESTION THAT -

HAS GONE UNSOLVED DURING THIS DISCUSSIONI "



Morris: ALL RIGHT THEN - HERE GOES! I'M WONDERING A BOUT THIS "DONATION"
IDEA. I'VE KHOWN.OF DRIVES FOR DONATIONS QF VARTOUS KINDS WHERE

=
SCUETIMES THE DONATIONS TURN QUT TQ BE THINGS PEOFLE WANT. TO GET

RID QF! THAT HASN'T HAPL'ED IN THIS CASE, HAS IT, lRS. STRATTON?

’
Stratton: = WELL, I 1UST ADMIT, THERE HAVE BUEN TIMES WEEN I THOUGHT A FEW
PEUPLE MUST HAVE GIVEN IN TO THAT URGE! HOWEVER, IN SPITE OF THE
KANY BOOKS WE DID HAVE TO DIS(ARD BLCAUSE THEY REALLY VWERE NOT
SUITABLE, A GREAT MANY VERY FINE THINGS WESE GIVEN. BUT LOT ENOUGH,
I'M AFIAID! AND THAT'S VHY WE HAVE PRIVATE WOODEURY HiRE TO TALK
ABCUT BOOKS FOR SOLDIERS, FOR AS HE HAS SEEN AND USED SOME OF THE
X00KS WE SENT DOW T0 CAYP ADATR, PEREAPS THIS WILL “EPIESENT THE
"PRODUCER TO CONSUMER" IDEA! I'M ANXIOUS TO ASK HIN SEVERAL OUSSTIONS. /
FIRST OF ALL, PRIVATE TOODBURY, DO YOU THINK THE BOCKS GIVEN 1N THE
VICTORY BOOK CA:PAIGN HAVE REALLY BEEN THE THINGS SOLDIERS ARE

INTERESTED IN READING?

Woodbury: YES, FOR THE MOST PART. 1IN FACT, I WAS REALLY SURPRISED TO SEE HOW
LAVY NEW TITLES WE RECEIVED AND THE OLDER ECQKS ALSQ SEEMED TO HAVE
BEEN SELECTED AS BEING OF ECUAL INTEREST. OF COURSE, IN THE ARMY -
THERE ' IS JUST AS /IDE A VARIETY OF RUADING INTERESTS AS THERE IS

.

ANMQOIIG ANY SECTION OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
~

Stratton: YES, I'l SURE THAT IS VERY TRUE. BUT JUST WHAT 29_ SOLDIERS LIKE TO RLAD?

-

Woodbury:  NOW, REALLY DON'T YOU THINK THAT IS RATHER A STUPID QUESTI N? AFTER

ALL, YOU LIOW, WE AREN'T SOME WEIRD, UNUSUAL “PECIES THAT REQUIRES A
CERTAIN TYPE OF READING, SOMETHING UNHEARD OF AND VERY DIFFERENT! OQUR
READING INTERESTS ARE JUST THE SALE AS THOSE OF ANYONE ELSE! AND BECAUSE

WE ARE NOW WUARING UNIFORMS DOESH'T MAKE US ANY DIFFERENTI WE NATURALLY

LIKE TO READ THE SAVE THINGS WE DID BEFORE WE WENT INTO THE ARMY!



Btratton:

Woodbury:

Stratton:

Woodbury :

Stratton:

Woodbury s

WELL, AFTER ALL, I'M ONLY A CIVILIAN AND HAD TO ASK! I KNOW THAT'S A
FOOLESH QUESTICN, BUT I'LL WAGER I'M tQT THE FIRST ONE WHO HAS EVER
ASKED IT! BUT PERHAPS TIIS WILL BE A BETTER ONE - WHAT KIND OF BOOKS
ARE MOUST IN DEMAND IN THESE ARMY LIBRARIES - IN OTHER WORDS, WHAT
KINDS OF BOOKS DO YOU THINK‘SPRJULD 'BE COLLECTED IN THE VICTORY BOOK

CA PAIGN?

WELL, FIRST I WOULD SAY WE WANT MORE OF THE NEW TITLES - THE BEST
SELLERS, LIKE THE BOOK OF THE WONTH CLUB AND THE LITERARY GUILD
SELECTICNS. AND WE WANT RECENT NON-FICTION, T00 - LIKE "MISSIOW TO
MOSCOW", BERLIN DIARf", AND BOOQES OF THAT TYPE. WE ALSC LIKE NEW
TRAVEL BOOKS. FOR INSTANCE CLUNE'S "ISLES OF SPICE" AWD TEAT ONE
ABOUT AUSTRALIA, "I HEARD TﬁE ANﬁACS SINGING" ARE ABOUT THE PART OF

THE WORLD EVERYONE -IS INTERESTED IN RIGHT NOW.

WHAT ABOUT THE EVER PCPULAR WESTERNS AND ADVENTURE, AND THE LYSTERY

STORIES - THE WHO-DONE-ITS - DON'T TELL UE YOU SCORN THOSE!

OH, GOSH NO, WE ALWAYS LIKE THOSE, AVD AFTER A HARD DAYS' WORK THEY
DO "HIT THE SPOT". BUT I'LL TELL YOU WHAT WE DON'T WANT, AND THAT'S

A IOT OF THE FICTION THAT WAS POPULAR TWENTY OR THIRTY YEARS 4GO!

WHAT! YOU DON'T WIZHE TO BE THE RECIPIENT OF SCME OF THE BGOKS WHICH

MADE SUCH NICE CHRISTMAS GIFTS BACK IN ABOUT 1912°%

DEFINITELY HQ, A THOUSAND TIMES NGO, IN FACT! AS DLSPERATE AS A SOLDIER
MAY GET FOR SCUETHING TO READ, HSPECIALLY IF HE IS MILSS FROM ANY
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES OF AWY SORT, HE REALLY DOES NOT WANT JUST

AY READING MATTER OF ANY KIND, IN ANY COWDITION!



Stratton: THEN THESE BOOKS WHICH PIRHAPS WERE "BEST SELLERS" SOME YEARS BACK,
' AEEN'T OF MUCH INTEREST T0 THE SCLDIER OF TODAY? YOU KNOW, PRIVATE
WOODBURY, SOLE PROPLE THINK THAT A GOCD STORY IS ALWAYS A GOCD STORY,

THAT IT NEVER GROWS RUSTY WITH THE YEARS!

Woodbury:  WELL, ALL I CAN SAY TO THAT IS, THAT IF THE DONOZ WOULD RE-READ SOME
OF THOSE OLD STORIES FORMERLY SO POPULAR, IT WOULD BE VERY EVIDENT THAT
THE PLQT AWD THE STILTED CONVERSATICN ARE AS OUT-DATED AS THE

ILLUSTHATIONS!

Vorris: YES, THOSE ILLUSTRATIONS SHOWING "THE LITTLE WOMAN" ALL DONE UP IN
A HIGH-NVECKED, LONG SKIRTED NUMBER, CERTAINLY WOULDH'T MAKE ME WAINT

TO READ THE BOOK EITHER!

Woodbury:  AND ANOTHER THING= THOSE OLD NQOVELS OF THAT VINTAGE ARE USUALLY BQUND
IN DULL, DREARY LOOKING COVERS, AND I TBLL YOU, WHEW YOUR VWORLD IS
ALMOST SOLIDLY KHAKI COLOEED, A WEW BOOK IN A BRIGHT ATTRACTIVE COVER

MEANS A LOT!

Stratton: YiS, I CAN CERTAINLY UNDERSTAND YOUR VIEWPCI T, AUD, OF COUKSE, WE ARE
NOT REFERRING TO THE CLASSICS WHICH NEVER GROW OLD AWD ARE ALWAYS GOOD
REA.'DING./ AID NOW, JUST CFE CR TWO LORE QUESTIONS, PRIVATE WGODBU’&?.
}iOW ABQUT TECHWICAL BQOES. DO YOU WANT THOSE QR DOES THE WAR DEPA.éTT&iENT

SUFPLY THOSE FOR YQOU?

Woodbury: OH, WE NEVER HAVE ENCUGH OF THOSE. WE ALWAYS WANT MORE BOCKS OF
NEW TECHNICAL MATERIAL, LIKE BOOKS OW ELECTRICITY, AVIATION, RADIO,
MECHANICS, METEOROLOGY FOR INSTANCE. BUT NEW THINGS, REMEMBER - THOSE

PUBLISHED WITHIN THE LAST FEW YEARS ARE MOST DESIRABLE.

Stratton: NOT TOO MANY TEXT BQOKS THEW, ESPECIALLY THE OLDER ONES. WHAT ABOUT

H’U'I'JDFQ BOOES ON VARIQUS ET)BBIL&S)AND, THINGS LIEE THAT?
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Woodburys YES, WE LIKE TH‘)SE. BOOKS OF CARTOONS AND JOKES, AND CAMES AND PUZZLES

- ARE VERY ACCEPTABLE, T0C. '

Stratton: WELL, PRIVATE WOGDBURY, YOU'VE CERTAINLY GIVEW US A GOOD IDEA OF THE
LINDS OF BOOKS SOLDIERS REALLY WANT, THE KIND OF BOGKS VE HOPE 0

RECEIVE FOR YOU THRU THE VICTORY BOOK CANPAIGN,

“ ’ .
Morris: I'VE BEEN LISTENING TO THIS CONVERSATION WITHOUT SAYING ANYTHING FOR
LQITE A TIME. AND I'M WONDERING, PRIVATE WOODBURY, TOW LOWG HAVE YOU

BEEN IN THE ARVY AND HOW DO YOU HAPPEN TO ENOW SO MUCH ABOUT BOQKS?

Ticodbury : I'VE ONLY BEEN IN THE ARMY ABOUT 5 MONTHS AND PREVIQUS TO THAT, I

WAS A LIBRARIAN IN THE NEW YORK CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY.
. ‘ 7
Lk

Morris: WELL, WO WONDER YCU KNOW SO MUCH ABOUT BEOQES! W BUT IN THE ARVY SUCH
A SHORT TIME - SAY YOU AFEN'T THE WEW HECRI.IT, BY ANY CHANCE, ARE YOU,
WHO ALWAYS GOT THE COMVANDS MIZED UP AND /HEW ON S ENTRY DUTY ONE NIGHT

INSTEAD OF "HALT, WHO OES THER " SHOUTED "HALT, SEE WHO'S HEREY?

Tioodbury s (H, ¥O, I'M NOT TEAT SOLDIER. YOU SEE, I WAS IN THE REFL ENCE DEPARTMENT

OF THE LIBRARY WHERE WE ALWAYS KNEW THE RIGET ANSWERS IN ADVANCEL

Morris: WELL, AT LEAST IT'S ALL RI.GHT FOR ME TO SAY "HALT, SEE WHO'S'PERE - A

LIBRARIANI"}( AND YOU'VE CLEARED UP A LOT OF QUESTIONS I HAD IN MY MIND
ABOUT THIS WHOLE BUSINESS OF BOOKS FOR SOLDIERS. SUMMING IT ALL UP, I'D
SAY THAT SOLDIERS WANT UP-TO-DATE MATERIAL OF ALL KINDS, BQTH FICT‘ION ATD

" NON-FICTION, THE EST SELLERS, RECENT TRAVEL AND BIOGRAFHY, AND BOCKS ON
CU}GfEIiT TOPICS, NEW TECHNWICAL MATERIAL. 1IN OTHER WORDS, YOU WOULD LIKE IO
HAVE TIE S AVE KIND O1F BOOKS AS THE AEST OF US LIKE TO EIAD. AM I RIGHT,
MRS. STRATTON, ARE THOSE THE FIND OF BOOKS YOU ARE HOPING WILL CONTINUE

T0 BE GIVEN IN THE VICTORY BOOK CALPAIGN?



Stratton: YLS, INDEED, THOSE ARE JUST EXACTLY THE KIND WE ARE HOPING WILL BE SENT
OR BROUGHT IN TO THE ARMY BOOK CENTER AT THE STATE LIBRARYE’X“_ITIESE LEN
IN THE ARIY ARE GIVING US THEIR BEST AND «E CANNOT [0 AUYTHING LESS

_ THAN QUR BEST FOR THEN.
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