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ANNCR: OFsgon On Guard, official program of the Oregon Staute Defense
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Council and the Multnomah County Defense Council. Tonight's

program is called "Eyes apd Ears of the Air Corps" and
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presents Medy -waﬁi¢kjof the Fourth Fiphter Command of 4>

the United States Army Air ‘ﬂﬁt/and William Fordyce, State 3
Director of the Aircraft o-T~SQ Do .
They will be interviewed by Robert Smith, Oregon's Director

of Information. Mr. Smith.

SMITH: As we stand before this microphone, thousands of Oregon men and
women are at their stations on hilltop/ and in forest, on beach
and mountain, scanning the skies for tlL- sight or sound of -
airplanes in flight. Z&sewhere in Oregon women volunteers
with telephone headsets on their ears, stand around g giant
maps of the State of Orepon tracing the path of every aircraft
that is in the sky at every moment of the night or day. This is
Oregon's first line of defense against enemy bombong cnd it is
this organization that keeps the Jups from hitting Oregon as
Doolittle's boys hit Tokyo. The aircraft warnigg service 1is
supervised by the United States Army Alr 52;;;: but manned by
ouff_own civilian voRunteers,and we have with us tonignt

representatives of both groups to tell us how it worke and what

C a2
you can do to help it. -HMeder éé*4C¥fA&Kyould you start off by

telling us the mechanics of the Alrcraft Warning Service? N
bagmh P aovew s AA0RTY
MAJOR Prg—tdwe—of the Aircraft Warning Service EEEIXX in Enpglend at ' he

time of the WNazi blitz. It was one of the three heruvic factors
that saved the British Isles from falling to Hitler. These
three saviors of Brituin were first: the courage and ekill of

the men of the Royal Air Force; second; the superiority of



the British Spitfires, badly outnumbered as they were tothe
individual German plane, and third; the British Aircraft
Warning Service that guided the Royal Air Force to the exact

locality of every German attack and did it in time. The system

works like this either here or in England. On the coast line

our listening d#vices are pcinted seeward to pick up the first

gound of enemy plane & even while they are yet miles distant,

Ingide the coast line, stratepically located throughout the
land, are observation posts manned by civilian volunteers. As
every plane of every type, friend or foe alike, appears over the

territory of any observetion post, it is seen or heard by our

ground observers who immediately notify our infommation cent ers
as to how many plenes they have seen, what direction they

are traveling and what type of planes they are. Aﬁdiﬁformation
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' , these reports are filtered and symbols representing
every plane in the Oregon skies are placed on a giant map of

the state in approximately the position where each plane was
observed. Other symbols show the direction of each plane and

the speed at which it is flying. These symbols are moved acrogs

the great map from point to point as the reports come in from
every ground observer. Sitting above the map are representatives
of every flying service--- the army, the navy, the transport

and the civil aseronautics department. No plane leaves the

ground of the State of Oregon or crosses our boundary lines

until it'e plan of flight has been confided to these experts.

As each airplane reported by our observation post makes its

first appearance on the filter board, thesefesse men ldentify

it as belonging to their service by the flight plans that they
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have been given. If all Hewse disclaim responsibility for
an airplane, we automatically assume that it is an enemy plane
and the first civilian defense alert is sounded. If the
gtranger airplane can not be identified within & very short
time, our own fighter planes afa notified and guided toward
the intruder. That is the basic outline of the work of the
alreraft warning service. This is the way in which it operates
and the actuel crucible of experionce both in the British Isles
and in other lands has demonatratedé?ygﬂinique and almost
irreplaceable value.
Thank you, éﬁg:;. 6?WVTWL\But now Mr. Pordyce, you are in
charge of the civilian side of this service in Oregon, suppose
you tell us who does the work and how the men and women of
Uregon are performine on the job.
Oregon's aircraft warning serviee El¥kf was functioning before
Pearl Harbor. We were ready when the day came, &nd that is due
to the patriotic unselfishness of thousands of Oregonians who
volunteered for this service and have done & job of it. Ve use
-clvilians for two distinct jobs. PFirst, there are the civilians
who man the observation posts. .%%3%§d&z?n1e live r%?zigab s
near the post. They man and workAgix hour shifts/f£ .
I § o« DPury Ao K& ey ﬁ:ﬁ;m
~tomidnight, from midnight to 6 4. M.  f20@-bfdwiletomnoon,

and-from-noon.to 8 P, ., The averape volunteer observer works
one te—three—ef-these stWWIUT shiftp per week snd they are

trained in the recognition of types of airecraft and in the
routine of making their reports. These observers can be either
men or women and both work at the job in actual practice. Other

type of work for eivilians is that of manning the filter and



and information centers. This is done entirely by women
who are trained in the operation of the filter boards and
giant maps, and in the taking of reports from observers. They
cﬁilﬁ work & 8ix hour shift from one to three days every week.
And hundrede of our ¥olunteer workers have been with the service
constantly since Jud y 1941 when it was first established.
'SMITH: Now, o giéhﬁ““54~wou1d you tell us something of the
adventage to the army that comes from the operation of the
aircraft warning service?
MAJOR __ The first and greatest advantage is that it releases our
goldiere
ERIXREIBRXR for foreign duty. If we had to man this system with
goldiers
ammy men, it would tie up more than 100,000 EEIREXEEXE on the
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, which means that the army would have
to draft that many more men to keep ite ranks filled, to say
nothing of the enormous expense involved., I would say that in
money alon@, the aircraft warnineg service in civilian operation
gaves the povernment at least twenty million dollars a year.
But there are even more important advantages iﬁ the system
itself. During the last war the army guarded themselves apguinst
enemy airplanes without wuch & system by having our own planes
continually in the air on patrol. One fightins plane on the
ground can guard &as much territory with the aid of the information
provided by the aircraft warnines service as could 16 planes
in the air on patrol. A large region can be effectively
guarded from enemy attack by f 100 airplanes and 1500 men to
act as the pilote and service crew when the aircraft warning

service aan notify these planes when and where to find the

enemy. The same territory would take 1600 planes and 24,000
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men to defend by the o0ld patrol system, so for every 100 planes
uged on the ground alons with an adequate aircraft werning
gervice, 1500 planes and 22,500 men are realeased for overseas
duty. And, mind you, that doesn't even count the wear end tear
on the planes if they had to be up in the air on patrol
constantly. Here is another way in which the aircraft warning
gervice is of indispensable value to the Air Corps. In bad
weather, transport and civilian planes are grounded and not
allowed up in the air at all, but our army pilots must

be t rained to f1ly in almost any kind of weather, because, under
combat @onditions, we can't puarantee the weather in advance.
Pilots in training on the Pacific coast are allowed to take their
planes ur in weather that would ground the ordinary commercial
plane. Then, if they get into any #rouble, we can communitate
with them by radio, notify them of their exact position by

the reports that we get from our pround observers and literally
gteer them into any airport. This method of guidines planes

from the pround has already saved ths lives of many pilots

and preserved their planes &s well, and at th~» same time it has
been possible for us to rive them experience in bad weather
flying. |

All right, Mr. Fordyce, it's your turn now. I think we told
pretty well the how and why of the workers in the aircraft
warning service. Suppose you t=1l us what help your orpanizati on
needs from the men and women on the other end of this microphone.
Ag we approach the harvest season every year it becomes ovur

job to enlist more eivilian ground cbservers. There is always

& certain amount of turnover in our organization anyway becduse



men go into the army or move to another city. And, especially
in the case of farmers, they sometiqeg find that certain seasons
of the year that their own work takes every bit of time they

can give it. S0 we need more volunteer workers at this time.

We need ground observer volunteers EMAY in amd sround Cresham

in Multnomah County, and almost evsrywhere ela%Z%r m the Cascade
mountains to the Pacific Ocean. And we need filter and inform-
ation center operators right here in Portland, especially on

the day shifts., If you want to do & reelly worthwhile job

for your State and your country snd & michty interesting one

ag well, jJust apply &b the county Civilian Defense coordinator
who will tell you where you are needed., In Multnomeh County

you go to Civilian Defense Headquarters at 5th end Main.



