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COUNTER FIFTH COLUMN PLAN

1944

NORTHERN SECURITY DISTRICT

I. - AUTHORITY FOR AND BASIS OF PLAW.

‘ 1. a., Letter Commanding General,'Ninth_Service‘Command,
(SPRIS), Fort Douglas, Utah, 5 iugust 1944.

b, Western Defense Command "Counter Fifth~éolumn'
Plan -~ 1944.% ’ : : » )

17, ESTIMATE OF SITUATION.

2. Area Involved.

Geographical subdivisions included are the States of
Washington, Oregon, and that portion of Idaho north of the 46° Par.

s, Under this "Counter 7ifth Column Plan," the
Commanding Officer, Worthern Security District, is respongible within
the ares deseribed in paresraph 2, not including the Northwestern
Sector of the ‘estern Defense Command, for the planning and execution
of Counter Tifth Column preventive measures to the extent of -
establishing the basis and principles upon which troops under the
jurisdiction of the Northern Security District will operate ef -
ficiently with state troops, police forces, and volunteer agencies
in dealing with the Fifth Column and its supporting troops; for the
organization and training of forces now under the jurisdiction of
the Northorn 3ccurity District to deal with any Fifth Column that
may arise; snd preventing, if possible, the creation of the Fifth
Column by effective counter measur.s. '

b. Under this "Counter Fifth Column ®lan," the
Commending Officer, Northern Security District, is respongible
within the area of the Northwestern Sector, Jestern Defense Command,
for the planning and exccution of Counter Fifth Column preventive
measures to the extemt of establishing the basis and principles-.
upon which troops under the jurisdiction of Northern 3ecurity
District will, in the cvent of an emergency, operate under the
command of the Commanding General of the Northwestern Sector,
Tostern Defense Command, in dealing with any Fifth Column that may
arise within the territory of the Northwestern Sector, Western
Defense Command, - :



L Definition.

a. The term "Fifth Column" as used in this plan
pertains only to organized cnemy-inspired or cnemy-controlled groups
within the Northern Security District operating:

(1) To destroy or delay war production in one
or scveral areas simultancously in conjunction with air attacks by
bombing, parachutists or air-borne troops, or by commando raids from
the sea, '

(2) To seize strategic points.and effect civilian
demoralization and military disorganization in the rear of a theater
of major ground operatlons, or to a931ut the landing or advance of
raiders by sea or air,

(3) The type of "Fifth Column" action most
likely to be employed by the cnemy, will largely depend on the
strategic and tactical situation existing in the Pacific.

b, For the purposec of this plan, "Counter Fifth
Column Action" is that which involves the omployment of tactical
troops.

5. Functions of Internal Security Not Includod.

a. This plan and operations based thereon do not

" include the continuing protection of plants, facilities, and instal-
lations vital to the war offort apgainst normal war-time hazards,
including fire, accident, espionage, and isolated sabotage.

b, Assistance to,responsible agencies during major
disasters fesulting from natural and war éomditions is covercd by
"Northern Sccurity District War Disaster Reliof Plan ~ 1944."

c. The handling of civil disturbances arising from
domestic problems is covered in "Northern Scecurity District Fmergency
Plan White," Civil disturbances must be watched closely, howover,
for they may be fostered or cxploited by the enemy and may require
Counter Fifth Column action,

6. Potential Fifth Column.

The following types of persons arc potential Fifth
Colunists: :

2. Enemy agents and sympathlzers, 1nclud1ng persons
having personal or political gricvances against the United States
and those amcndable to promls 5 of moncy or power.

b, Those with property or close relatives in enemy,
enemy-occupied, or pro~encmy countrics, :



_ ¢. Those educated in, rosidents thercin of a long
period, or frequent visitors to encmy countrics,

4, TFnemy azents disguiscd as refugees._

o, Trained sabotcurs and Fifth Column organizcrs in-
filtrated into the United States before or during war,

. f., Fenatics, citizens or aliens, such as cxtreme
radicals, pacifists, religious zealots, habitual eriminals (cspecially
arsonists), racketcers, and those in narcotic and other viec rings,
and unbalanced, perverted, and thwarted individuals such as sadists,
frustrated "goniuscs," disgruntled failurcs and gwindlers,

, g. Members of so-called minority groups stirred by
subversive propaganda to resentment against the United States and its
military forces or imbucd with the possibility of utilizing the war
to gain special social or political alvantage.

h, Former employeccs of onemy commcrcisl and banking
firms, travel and press burecus, informetion agcencies, and cultural,
athletic, and sports organizations.

7. Types of Opcrations.

Fifth Coluhn activities can be classified generally
into the following types: : ‘

a. Seizurc of points of stratogic importance to the
advancce of the enemy to be held momentarily until the arrival of
air-horne or ground troops.

b, - Disorganization of military forces by sniping,
spreoading false rumors, issuing falsc orders, or destroying facilities
and jinstallations valuable to defending forces, such as communications,
tronsportation, electric power, housing, and supnlics, :

¢. Disorgsnization of civilian population by
destruction of vital facilitics and installations and by causing
panic and rioting. ' "

d, Signalling to guide enemy ground, «ir, or air-
bornc troops to their objeoctives such as warnings by rockots, lights
in chimncys and wells, or by definitc ground patterns.

: e. Storage of gasolinc, vchicles, food, and other
supplics nosded by advencing hostile forces., o

f, Organized acts of sabotagc, striking simultane-

ously at diffgrent plants, facilitiocs, and eritical points in
conjunction with oxternal attack, :
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III. PROBABILITIFS.

8, Fifth Column Discipline.

The lack of proven cnemy-inspired sabotage to date
confirms the possibility that the Fifth Column is well disciplined
and is awaiting plannocd and unified major action when directoed, To
dircot their activitics it moy bo cxpected that attempts will be
madc to land trained ssboteurs and spics or to infiltratc them from
Canada and Mexico., Such saboteurs arc not limitcd to eitizens or
subjoets of Gormany, Japan, and other Axis powers, but may be citizens
of fricndly or allisd countrics or of the Unlted States. Fifth Column
activiticos may be expected during a period of serious civil disorder.

9. Vulnorability to Fifth Column.

: Consideration on tho part of all conccrnod of the
following is nccessitatod:

a, Potential Fifth Columnists as listed in paragraph
6 hercof,

b, Tack of rcstriction to individual movement and of
measures for organized surveillanco of subversive groups and elements
inherent in our type of govornment, : '

¢. The oxtonsive coast line and land frontiors make
prevention of ¢ntry and ogress difficult.

v d, The vast timber, brush and grass lands within the
Northcrn Sccurity District arc extremely wulnerable to firc,

IV. COUNTIR FIFTH COLUMYN PLAN,

10, Territorial Orpanizations,

a. The Commanding Officer of the Northern Security
District is responsible for Countor Fifth Column planning and action
in the arca of the Northern Security District not included within the
Northwcstern Scctor of the Vestern Defense Command, '

b, Sec map, Anncx A, "Territorial Organization,
Western Defense Command, ! :

¢. Under ocxisting conditions and currcnt direectives
of thc War Department; the Vestern Defonse Command; and the Ninth
Sorviec Command; the following functions bearing on Counter Fifth
Column planning and execution in the Northorn Sccurity District are
the responsibility of thc Commanding Officer, Northern Security
District: .

(1) Internal Security including protection‘
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against sabotage,

(2) A1l intelligence activities cxcept combat
" and radioc intelligence. ' - '

(3) Military Police dutics,

(4) Control of civilian populafion in cvent of
cmergency.

(5) War Department contact with state and local
govornments, ' -

(6) Neccssary coordination with 0fficc of
Civilian Defcnse agencies. !

d. The Commanding Officer of the Northern Security
District will, thereforc, coordinatc closely with the Commanding
General of the Northwestern Soctor, Western Defcense Commend, in
preparation of plans and the exccution of Counter Fifth Column
opcrations,

¢, The cxisting plans, contacts, ond organization
of thc Northern Security District cstoblished for the execution of
the internal sécurity mission of the Commending General, Ninth
Service Commond, will be utilized to the fullest extent in the
Northwostern Soctor, Wostern Defonse Command Countor Fifth Column
plang and action.

v . DETAILID PLANS s

11. XNorthern Sceurity District Plan.

8, The Intclligence Officer of Northern Sceurity
District will oxchango 1ntm111gcﬂco at all times with the Commanding
General, Northwestorn Scctor, Westorn Defense Command, :

b. In the ovent isolated -sabotage or civil disorder
occurs in the Northern Sceurity District, the Commanding Offiecr of
the Northern Sceurity District will take action in accordance with
his mission, However, when dcvelopmonts indicate Counter Fifth
Column action is rcquired, and if this activity occurs within the
boundarics of the Northwestorn Sector of the Westcern Defense Command,
the Commending Gencral of tho Northrestern Scetor, Western Defense
Command will dircet activitics of -all forcoo, federal 1nd n0n~fodbral
1n tho affocted arca.

C. Notwwthstandlng all that is contalnpd in sub-
parﬂgrﬂph b above, if such isolsated sabotage or civilian disorder
occurs in thet territory of the Northorn Sscurity Distriet that is
without tho boundarics of the Northwostorn Sector of thoe Festern
Defense Command, and if ‘dewclopments indiecate Counter Fifth Column



action is required, the command of all federal troops that will be

uscd to combat such Fifth Column becomes the responsibility of the

Commonding Officer of the Northern Sccurity District until the time
thet the Commanding General of the Ninth Service Command designates
anothcr Commanding Officer of federsal troops.

VI,

COUNTER FIFTH COLUMN OPTRZ 1S,

12, Principles Involved.

- In Counter Fifth Column operations, time is paramount.
A1 concerncd therein must be imbued with the nceessity for rapid
action, immediatc cstoblishmont of, and maintenancc of contact with
Fifth Columnists, and for disrupting or dclaying such forces until
reinforcoments arrive, A primary rcquisite is that all strects and
highways bc cleared of all groups and individuals cxecopt for troops,
policc, public scrviee and utilitics porsomncl, Auxiliary Military
Police, state guards, trained civilian defonsc personncl, and others
cssontial to Counter Fifth Column oporations, The assumption of
authority to affect prompt action is always justificd when the
gituation demands. (Scc AR 500-50, Scction III, par 5 b.)

13, Law "nforccment Agencics.

: a. TLocal lew cnforcemecnt ngoncies,’Auxiliary Military
Police, and plant guards ordinarily will be the first armed forces
‘available to opposc Fifth Column operations, Law cnforcement pcrsonnel
(including those off duty) will bc utilized primarily as follows:

(1) To prev-nt panic.

(2) To protcet communication systems, radio
stations, and municipal utilities. ‘

_ (3) To keep information snd rcports flowing into
military hecadquarters. - '

(4) To arrcst suspccts.

(5) To protecet vital points within their
jurisdiction. : .

b. The Chiof Plant Guard Officer of the Northern
Sceurity District will assemble all off=-duty Auxiliory Military Police,
during a Fifth Column cmergency, ot onc or more peints with specific
tasks assigned in comncction with the proteetion of the plont at which
the Auxiliary Military Police arc cmployed. In oosc the Fifth Column
emcrgoney occurs within the Northwestcrn Sector, “Testorn Defense
Commend, the Commanding General, Northwestern Scctor, “estern Defense
Command, bocomes the Commander of the Auxiliary Military Police of the
Northern Seccurity District. -



14, State Police.

. a. In utilizing statc police in the Northern
Security District, full advantage will bc taken of their inherent
mobility and tholr oxtensive communication nets,” The Washington
State Patrol, in case of a Fifth Column operation in territory
~ cast of the Northwestorn Sector, Western Defense Command, in the
Statc of Washington, is requested to assemble its rescrves at
TFllensburg for assignments of spocific tasks within the vital arca,
The Orcgon State Police, in casc of a Fifth Column operation in
territory cast of the Northwestern Scctor, Testern Defense Command ,
in the State of Orcgon, is roquested to asscmble its reserves at
The Dalles for assignments of specific tasks within the vital area,

b. Porchanec Fifth Column operations occur in the
confines of Northwestern Sector, Western Dcfense Command, the
Washington State Patrol and the Oregon State Policc will functlon
as requested by the Commanding General, Horthwestern Sector, ¥estern
Defense Command at the time of. the emcrgency.

15, Statc Guards.

‘ a. The Plans and Training Officer of the Northern
Security District will become thoroughly acquainted with the loeal
cmergency missions assigned’ active or inactive state guard forces
of the Vashington Statc Guard, the Oregon Stote Guerd, and the
Idaho State Guard, A file wlll bc maintained at thd huadquartcrs
of Northern Security District show1ng the loecal emergoney m1331ons

of the State Guards, : :

b, Through cooperation with the Govsrnors of ‘the.
States of 'ashington, Orcgon, and Idaho, the Commanding Officer of
the Northern Security District will attempt to see to it that the -
Washington Statc Guard, the Orcgon State Guard, and the. Idsho State
Gusrd incorporate in thnlr missions for usc in Countor Flfth Column
action the following: :

(1) Action against air-bornc troops.

(2) Patfolling impdrtant arcdas not chCrWiéc .
guarded, her

(3) Patrolling watorways not within the
Jurisdlctlon of the Navy., -

_ (4) Reinforcoments of guards to protcct
sensitive points,

(5) Protcction of communications, rescrvoirs,
and other utilities, : o

(6) Prevention of'ﬁanic.
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(7) To establish road hlocks to provent access
to aff ccted areas,

16, Fedgral Troops.

a., Federal troops that may be used for Counter
Fifth Column opcrations in the Northorn Sccurity District arc as
follows:

'3 (1) Troops under jurisdiction of Northern
Seeurity District:

SCU 4900, 0ld Armory, Lonora at 'estern
Avemue, Scattle, Washington.

SCU 4902, Portland Army Air Base,
Portland, Oregon,

SCU 1906, Military Policc Train Guard
Detachmont, Portland Army Air Base,
Portland, Oregon.

SCU 1906, Headquarters Detachment, 1805
Fifth Avenue, Seattle, Washington.

Auxiliary Military Police,

(2) Troops that may be assigned by the Command-
ing General, Ninth Service Command, Fort Dougles, Utah.

b,  SCU 4900, SCU 4902, and SCU 1906 at Portland,

“ Orogon, and Seattle, Vashington may be usod in active deofensc against
air-borne attack and aggressive operations against an organized Fifth

: -Golumn.' These units, dopondlng upon thc oxigencies of the moment, ‘
" may be used in active dofcense in coordination With _the Navy agalnst
sca~borne raids,

17, Qther Forces.

~ ‘ a, The utilization of the ashington Statc Guard,
'tho Oregon State Guard, Idaho Statc Guard, Washington State Patrol,
and Oregon State Pollco have becn herotofore discusscd in this plan.
(Sec paragraphs 14 and 15,) :

» b, Other forces that may be utilized arc as
follows: '

Fedoral Burcau of Investigation,
National and Statc Park Forest Services,

United States District, County, and
Municipal Attoerneys.
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United States Marshals,
City Police Officials,
Immigration Officials,
Customs Service,
Secrot Scrvice,
Narcotic and Intcrnal Rovenue Burcou. .
Sheriffs,

State Conservation ¥ardens.

Firo and Civilien Defensc Personncl.
American Legion “osts,

Other Patriotic and Vetorans Organizations,

c. "Other forces," cnumerated in b above, in addition
to their normal functions, arc requssted to provide continuing informa-
tion to the Inteclligence Officer of the Northorn Security District of
any suspicious actions or incidents that arc calculated to be the
work of Fifth Column organizers, or that may lead to Fifth Column
action, :

d. The following telephone numbers of the offices of
the Intelligence Officer, Northcrn Sceurity District, arc published
for the information of all concerned:

Seattlc, ¥ ashlngton - = = = Main 2450
Portland, Oregon - =~ - - - Beacon 4188

e. The Plans and Training Officer and the ropresenta-

tive of the Commanding Officer of the Northern Security District at

Portland, Oregon, arc charged as follows:

(1) To makc proper association with the officials
and unlto d981gnated in b hereof.

(2) To acquaint thc agencies and offiecials
onumerated in b hereof with the dctails of the "Northern Sccurity
istrict Counter Fifth Golumn Plan = 1944," and to request their
cooperatlon.
18. Command,
(Reference is made to ArmJ Regulation 500-~50, Scctidn
III, paragraph 5 by paragraph 6, AR 850~2503 and paragraph 2 of
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Circular No, 15, War Department, Army Service Fofces, Washington,
March 17, 1943.)

a. A sudden Fifth Column cmergency may require
$he Plant Guard Officer to assume command or authority and excreise
individual initiative and lesdership until contact can be
cstablished with Headquartcrs Northwostern Sector, Western Defense
Commond, (in the event the Fifth Column emergency occurs within
the territory of the Northwestern Sector, 'estern Defénsc Commend),
or the Comman@ing Officer of thc Northorn Security District, (in
the ovent the Fifth Column cmergency occurs without the territory
of the Northwestern Sector, Vestern Defensc Command ).

b, City police officials, officers or non-
commissioncd officers with isolatod dopertments of Federal and
stote troops, shoriffs, United States Marshals, and gtate police
officials assigned missions in this Countor Fifth Column Plan in
a suddon Fifth Column cmergency, may have to agsume local command
or authority and cxcrcisc individual initiative and leadership
until contact cen bo established with the hesdquarters of
Northwestorn Scctor, Festern Defensc Command, (in thc cvent the
Fifth Column cmergoncy occurs within the territory of the North-
westorn Sector of the Testern Dofense Command), or Commanding Officer
of Northérn Security District, (in the cvent the Fifth Column
emergency occurs without the territory of the Northwestern Scctor,

lestorn Defensc Command).

Ce It is csscntial that contact be ostablishcd
with the least delay, ond tho following tclephone numbers arc
,publishod for the information and guidance of all concerned,

Hoodquartors Northorn Sccurity District, Scattle, -
Weshington, tclephone Flliott 1570.

Sub-officc Northern Security District, Portlend,
Orcgon, telephone Beacon 4188, Extension 9.

" Commanding General, Northwestern Scetor, Testern
Défonse Command, Fort Lewis, Vashington,
tolcphone Lekewood 2151, Extension 2.

d,  As promptly as tho situation permits, the
Commanding Officers, as designated in’ subordinate plans for  local
or general arcas, will dircet activitics of all forces, Fedoral and
non-federal, in the affocted ared,: ~

S o. - Notwithstanding all thet is contained in sub-
parsgraphs a, b, ¢, and 4 horcof, if timc does not permit that
contact be cstablished with the Commanding General of the North-
westorn Scetor, Tostorn Defecnse Command, or the Commending Officer,

- 10 -



Northern Security District, the commandor will act on his own
responsibility in combsting a Fifth Column, informing state

and local anthoritics of his action, and requesting full coopera-
tion. ' ' '

VII. PLANS AND TRAINING OF MILITARY POLICT UNITS.

19, Training, .

a. The unit commanders of the organizations
montioned in paragraph 16 (1) hereof will incorporate in their
training schodulcs, the study of cheptors 1 end 2 of Field Manual
31-30, "Tactics and Technique of Air-Bornc Troops," peragraphs
157 and 161 of Ficld Manual 19-5, "Military Police," and other
appropriate or Department documents pertaining to the defonse
agoinst air-bornc troops.

b, Commonding Officers-of Militery Policc unite
will bring ebout through compliance with training dircetives,
policios, and stondards, the following:

(1) Adeguate training and complecte oquipment,
(Sec ASF Circular 249, Headquarters Army Scrvice Forces, Vashington,
L hagust 1944), of 21l units under thoir commend to insurc full
performance of missions which may be assigned under this plan,

(2) Xeep this hcadguartcrs informed as and
whon additional missions interfore with the availability of any
unit or pert thercof. ' '

(3) Insurc that two (2) units of firc for all
weapons arc availeble at all timoes, - :

(4) Training of Military Policc units in
moving from their stations with field equipment, on short notiec,
will be condueted so a2s to insure proficicncy. '

(5) Stendard Opcrating Procedurc will be
developed for all Military Police units for coffceting immediate
moverent, both by truck cnd by rail, In conncetion with training
for movomont by rail, rcforcnce is made to letter, filc SPKSC 505,
HNSC, subjcct: "Loading oand Unloading of Transportation,"

9 Scptember 1942,

VITI. MORTHFRN SECURITY DISTRICT COUNTFR FIFTH COLUMN PLAN
COORD INATED ' :

20, Concurrcnce of Commending General, Northwestorn
Scetor, Vegtorn Dofense Command, in Northern Seeurity District
Counter Fifih Column Plon, '
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In rcspoct to Countor Fifth Column action occurring
in the areas comprlsing the Northwestcrn Sector of the Vestern
Defonse Command, thce provisions of this plan as pertain thercto
arc coordinated. w1th the "Counter Fifth Column Plan, Northwestern
Sector, Westorn Defense Command" and are concurred in by the
Commanding Gencral, Northwestern Sector, Western Defconse Command,

By order of Colonel CALLEY:

'; .f’

L s
IL{IAM o4 BURL? U ne
Captain, OMP

Exceutive' Offlcor.»

OFFICIAL:

. /5/ M/W,

DANIEL C, IMBODTN,
Major, GMP,
Chief, Emorgency Protection Branch.
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