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Deer lrs St Plerre ,

Perhaps you will be interested in the enclosed
broadcast which we gave last evening over KORE.
Mrs Bell wrote it and it seemed to go over well.

This may help explain matters to some , and anyway
it seemed worth a try.Mr Merriam went over it
beforehand, and each statement was checked carefully
with the proper officlal so it was accurate.

Sineerely yours,

R L. Tt

2075 Kincald S5t R Loulse Fitch
Eugene Oregon
April 30 1943
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8, BELL; Goodevening. This is Mrs. John Bell., As Cairmen of the
BJ.::k Leaders for our Community I have felt it appropriate and timely
that the women of Eugene be told something of the importance and the
duties of those taking active part in our projects I have with me
in the studio Miss Louise Fitch, who is County Chairman of Womens'
Activities and the rourr S8ector leaders of Eugene: Mrs, Howard Taylor
of the Northeast Section, Mrs. Willis Warren of the Southeast Section,
Mrs, Donald Husband, the Southwest Section and Mrs. W. 8, Love of the
Northwest Section. The discussion to follow will give you, we hope
a clearer picture and a better understanding of the duties of the Block
Leaders and their importent place in owr defense program, Miss Fitoh,
at whose instigation and for what purpose was this organization made and how
far reaching is it®
MISS FITCH = Our government has asked its organization nationally and
indicated its importance for the purpose of getting information inteo
the homes, This information deals essentially with\our national
rationing program.

MRS, LOVE = When you say "dealing with our rationing program" in what
way do you mean?

MISS FITCH - To make it easler for our home keepers to meet the ration~
ing program and still maintaln the health and well being of those at home,
MRS, TAYLOR = Of course, we must remember that the pinoh of the rationing
has not been felt, to any great extent, at this time, At least in our
immediate vicihity, We have been forewarned regarding each 1tem rationed
eand most people, without ht?i-ding, made & little nemt egg of the food
stuffs to be rationed so when point stamps are lacking to buy the

meat or butter or whatever i1t might be, there is the little storage pot
to fall back on, But that storage pot 1s not going to last forever

and when that 1s gone, the question will be what to substitute for the
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things we won't be able to buy until our next stamps are good. There is

a group, the Nutritionists, studying that very thing and that information
will be available, - I;n fact, ready to go into our homes to help us with
this very problem, The job of our group is to get. that information into
those homes. i

MRS, WARREN ~ It is also to the point, I feel, men in Civilian Defense
Headquarters, knowing as they do that the Block Leaders will be made up of
women with homes and children to care for, that these. women will not be
called on for things to do that will require them to be away from thelr
homes at long periods of time. The work of thisg roup can be accomplished
from thelr own homes and via their telephones., If the women in our town
will cooperate, there will be & minimum of work entailed for all. Ve are
all deeply involved in meny things, but I do feel thit anything dealing
with the feeding of those at home is vastly importent end must be given

8 place of prominence in our scheme of activities,

MRS, HUSBAND = There has been so little e xplanation of the Block Leader

given that I have found very few women who know anything sbout it. To
most people i1t would appear as another heavy task demanding hours of work
away from the home, time that most home makers do not have to givo.' But
when they realize that as a Block Leader, the only people they will have
to cantact are these in their own block ani then only at times when some .
new bit of information has been sent out for the consumption of the homes,
I feel most women will be glad of the opportunity to take part in this
very important work. We have been vislting over the back fence for years.
Why not hand them that pamphlet telling them something they will find most
useful to them at this time?

MRS, WARREN « There is enother task assigned to us and upon which we are
now working: the registration of all nurses: graduates, those who have had
partial training and all practical nurses. I, for one, feel ﬂ’lil to be very
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mach to the point. It will be a comforting thought in case of the need
1’61' oxp;rimocd help of this kind, that there will be avallable the
names, addresses ;nd telophbno numbers of all those who can step in, in
an emergencys wﬁh so many of ouz; regular nurses going into the service,
where they are 80 badly needed, 1t = is necessary that we be able to call
on those who are no longof active in the protiuion to help out in ecases
of need for it. This information will be kopf on file in the headquarters
of our civilian Defense.
MRS, IOVE « Don't we have a nurses rogisfry? Are we not duplicating
their file? |
MRS . BARRE)I = Yes, there is a nurses rogiatry; But those who are
registered there are those actively ong_agod and on oali at all ta.nu.
Our work is to register those poopio who are not and have not been
nursing for some time, These women are not listed with the nurses reglistry.
MRS, TAYLOR =« I, for one, can think right now, of any number of women
who have completed their training, have married and have families and who
have been inactive for several years, But who, if the emergency were to ari
would be glad to help out and their services be invaluable, It is with
pride that I learned that Eugene had been designated as a eamltyﬁ center,
in case of a disester in the Northwest. We have the facilities, modern
enough to be of use and casualties will be trought to Eugene for care.
But we must know that this will require the aid and help of all trained
women in case of such a disaster and it is for this that n_ms‘t have on
file a complete list of all those so qualified, so that they may be reached
on very short notice,

Then too, there 1s, at & time like this, the danger of an epidemle
when trained care is so necessary and so hard to get. We have been very

fortunate so far, and our hope is that we will avoid any epidemics such
as we had in 1918 but we must be prepared for such emergencies., A list
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of all trained women would certainly be of great need and assistance in case
of such a eorisis, I was told of something that is very much to the pd.tnt
here, just the other day. During the last war, there was a very grest
disaster on our Eastern Seaboard. They made use, in this town, of 2
building that had been condemmed, placing therein 92 adult patients uiﬂ
72 ehildren, who had been mjuro'd as well as those having the flu, The
womsn placed in charge knew how to read a thermomemter and take & pulse,
she having learned that in her course in Physical Education. Her two
assistants were Junior Beaguo members from an adjoining ecity, who acted as
diotlieianu.”_ knowing practically nothing about cooking in any form, let
alone for people as 1ill and badly injured as these patients were, They
haed complete charge for 23 days, with the help one morning out of the 23
of an interne from some hospital who happened to be visiting near by.‘ We
hope we never have to meet such an omersanﬁy but = we don't know, 4And we
~ do want tobe preparod; In this registration of nurses, we also secure
the information 'regarding their willingness to be sent into some other
commmity in case of the .nood. |

But this raisesz another very 1mp5rtant question in my mind, How can
these women leave thelr children, no matter how strong the!.‘r urge might
be to help?
MRS, HUSBAND = “here will be provision made for that. So far, the Bloek
Leaders have not been asked to take charge of this detail, although tiny
“are certainly in a position to do so, should they be asked. In this, as
in so many other needs, each commnity has handled these groups differently
meeting their own specific problems, As an example, one city 1s registering
all girles who are w:llling, between the ages of 14 and 16, 1s giving them a
gourse in‘ohiid care and in case of the nud:im:hou girls will go into
the homes, either for & conslideration or as thelr oonﬁribution to the war

efforts It will be excellent training for the girls snd a very great noﬁd
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will be filled when the time arises.

MRS, BELL - Mrs, Love, as & clarification of the way this group is or will
be organized, will you detail to us your method of organigation?

MRS VE « I have divided my section of town into five smaller sube-
divisions, it being a large section and spread over considerable space,
In each one of these smaller subedivisions I have appointed a captailn,
who 4in turn eppoints the Block Leader in each block in her sub-divisioen,
When information for distribution is given to me by our City Chairman,

I will give it to these five captains, They in turn will pass it on to
the Blook Leaders, who will see that it gets in to each one of the homes
in her immediate block, But reports from my captains say that numerous
women approached have felt that this group is not lmportant nor will it
be active enough tow arrant any interest givem to it,

FITCH - As to the degree of importance, who is to say whiech
organization is the most important? There are numerous groups working in e
every commmnity in our country today, each one of them dealing at home,
with some particular phase of our war effort., They all have some funetion ¢
and standing alone, might seem of minor importance,but when grouped togethe:l
they form the force behind our fighting men, Ag to the activity of thie
one group, it is orgenized in the way it 1s to avoid too much time being
absorbed, in view of calls made on each individuwal for so many things at
this time, It is broken down to the place where no large amount of time
or work falls on any one person. As County Chairman, I have been called
into Portland st—intervals as one member of the State Committee, Mrs.
8t, Plerre, State Chairmen, presiding, to discuss various problems and
have had the opportunity of meeting women from far reaching parts of the
state, working in this Blook Leader Group., Each commnity has its own
specific problems and as a result, no two are organiged exactly alike,

However, the ultimate aim remains the same. And it is possible, with no
burden on any persen, to reach each family.
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MRS, BELL ~ I received a letter from Mr, Merriam, Lene County Defense
Coordinator, Qoni t!ni ago telling me that they were considering asking
the Block Leadu-l to rogiotor avilable help for farm work for the uoning
season, lr. Bagan, of our local Employment Office told me, that after a
registration made last year through their office, with only the uuht&neo
that they could gather they were doligl.nf.cd‘ to know that the women of the
town were organind and could take over the job of such registration.
They felt that under our guidance their records would be mich more ’
complete and those signing up much mo re readily contacted when they were
needed,

MRS, LOVE - Do you mean registering for actual farm work?

MRS, FELL « No, Not plowing or such work., But assisting in the harvu'ting
of our erops, especially picking beans, which is one of our largest and
most important crops. There was a shortage of help last year; this year
1t will be far more acoute, It might interest you to know that 70% of

the entire pack of the Eugene Fruit Growers will go to our armed forooi

this year, Not into Lend Lease and our Armed Forges but to our armed

forces, They will depend on us for these cammed goods and unless we are
able to furnish the needed assistance in the harvesting of these foods, as
well as in their processing and caming, we are failing our men at the
front, And we must also remember that a great percentage of this help
mast be from the women of our commmunity. Our men at home will help too,
but they are as busy as we are, 80 we must do our part.

Do you think, Mrs. Husband, that will necessarily involve 2 great deal
of work on the part of the Bloock Leaders, to make this canvaes and registra=-
tiong _

MRS, HUSBAND = I can not see why it should. They have only their one
bleek to register which will mean distributing' the forms supplied by the



(7)

local Employment Office and after they have been completed to return them
to their Sector Leader. They will then be filed in the Employment Office
to be used when the time and need for them arises. |

MRS, TAYLOR - Won't people feel that with their work in their own Vietory
Gardens, they are doing enough toward supplying needed food stuffs?

MRS BAND » I cannot see why they should feel so. After all think of
the hundredsof thpusmdl in our cowntry who have no opportunity to grow
anything, In the first place, no plot available for a garden spot. PFPeople
who live in overcrowded defense areas, Apartment dwellers, Many
situations come to mind in which it is not possbble for them to have a
garden., Those people have to eat, And besides that, our army must be

fed, Also, peoples of our allied nations need everything we can send

them, <here mmust be. a vast production of garden produce this year and
with our men so thinned out, it is going to be necessary that civilians
step in and replace the work of those who are in our armed forces and works
ing in our defense industries, But I don't believe it is necessay to
eﬁlnrgo on this score any further, I think all of us realize the need for
aid and each one of us feels that we want to do all in our power to help,
in whatever way we can,. The point I want to make is this, a regigtratien
of all those who can give ever so small amount of time, is necessary and
it is a project that we aa_BJ.pok Leaders can do if called upon,

MRS, LOVE = Again, however, the question arises as to the care of

children while the parents are engaged in this work of harvesting as well
as the children of those women who can lend aid in a nursing capacitye.
MRS, BELL « I brought that same question up to Mr, Bngim of the Employment
Office when I was talking with him, He sald that there would have to be
provision made in the f orm of a nursery school or some comparable arrangemer

where ocompetent assistants would be in charge to care for the children;
competent mmaxglt to the extent that Mothers would have no hesitaney in
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leaving their children with them, This question has, of coursq reared its
head on many occasione in this commnity as well as in all others, and
eventually and in time there will have to be some such project worked out
to the complete satisfaction of all of our mothers. Their firet duty must
be to tho:lr children, naturally, and until they can find a place fng them
where they are as well looked after as they are in their own homes, those
mothers cannot leave them to help in our war effort in any way, We who
are uk:iqg those mothers for that help must assist them in arrang:!?ng for
the care of their children, Four of the six women in the studio are
fortunate enough to have children and while the rest of us are in thorough
understanding of the situatien, tl;pao four are facing the same problem.
MRS,

Leaders other than those things already discussed?

§, VARREN - Migs Fiteh, do you lmow of any other lald out for the Bloek

MISS FITCH - As you no doubt realize, there 1s no definite program for this
organization, Theyere simply to stand resdy te do anything that arises,
that can be dane more readily and easily by these women, However, there
has been talk or’:svaocuring & 1191: of rooms avilable for service men
coming into our towmn from Camp Adair for, especially,the weekends. These
men come into our town by +the hundreds each week, officers and privates ali
end our hotel faeilities are not sufficient to take care of them, It 1s
far better that we have rooms .avillable to them, 11515.&,_ rather than have
them sleeping in the lobblees of the hotels, or worse yet, walking the
streets, which is what 1s happening, And it would not be hard for us to
do this, For instance: " Mrs, Smith, #ho lives just xk two doers from
us has two bedrooms upstairs, which, since her boys are in the service,
are not heiﬁg used, I'1ll ask her if she would let them out to service men"
How simple 2 thing for us as Block Leaders to do.

Aside from the things we have discussed and the thing I have just
mentioned, there are no definite plans for us in the future. But as a group
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we are to stand ready to sct when called upon, which will not be often but
will be something of need when it does come, I feel we are an important
cog in this great war program.

MRS, BELL = We have strayed so far from the original purpose behind the
organization of the block leaders that I fedl before we are through that
it should again be mentioned, Our immediate and most essential work is

the dissemination of information regarding our national mtioning program.
- Our nation has always been a lntrong one., It has been strong because of
the strength, physically end mentally of our people, As individuals we are
fortunate to have been living in a land of abundance and plenty as mu-
country has always been, But with the need for food stuffs of our amf
and our allies we are rapidly approaching a time when, even, in our land
of plenty, there will be a definite scarcity of foods for our people.
Temorrow 1t is golng to be difficult to place on our tables, meals that
are balanced in the things necesscry to bulld strong minds and bodies,
Our mothers are building the minds and bodies of our future leaders and on
the strength of those minds and bodies being buillt today, rests the
strength of our nation in the future, Our mothers and home makers need the
information that our Bloek Leaders can get to them, We are all of us
anwious to do our part in thisgreat struggle and the tasks assigned to
the Block Leaders are ones that are vital to us all and thinge we can do
without Jeopardizing the time which we must give our home-,



