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Reoreation in Civilian Defense Program,
Walter R. May
November 3, 1941

1135 p.m,

Reorsation i'or the if)ﬂ:tlai“i.t of mambers of our armed forces, men
migagel in dofanss industry amd for the entire civilisn populece,
iy eassatiel during the present omergemcy. Todey we have Mr, Walter
Ao R Way, oheiman of the State Recrention committee of the Oregon
Stute Dafense Cowneil, with ue and we will ask Mr. May some cquestions
in order to learn about the recrestionz) plens fer Oregon. Vr, Hay,
first of all, #ill you tell us cbout your setupy
Certrinly. Tho reereation program has o definite place in the
civilian deferss program and, as you. just seid, %o help build and
medntein the morale of ¢he men in military servivce, in defense industry
and thy populution at large. For that reason, Covernor Sprague has
set up a reorention committee fin the Oregon State Defense organizasion
and it is my n=sivilege to serve as chsirmen of this committee. Prominent
men and wamen throughout The state are members of this state committsee,
How will your samitiss opernte?
Thisr cemmittes will work ebrictly through local and ocunty comnittees
ard will endervor to give assistance to local civilian defense orgunization
and ao’ s a liasion organization between local cormunities and the State
and Federal governmenmts., Our conmitteo will be rosdy at all times to assist
itﬁml sompiticos in setting up veoreation progrems whenever they are needed.
Aad ons more tihing, this conmittee will endeavor to act as a sentinsl and
peint cut to local committees the ulterior, vicicus or destructive influenoces
et worl: in any community in the state that are ‘tending to impeir the morale

arnd heslth of the men in seﬂice_.
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Will your comuitiee cctually handle amy reareational prograﬁs?

HWo, the State Rsoreation Commiti®e is not an operating ome, It will not
underteks to provide reoreation programs, dances, dinners or.publio
entertalments for men in the servise or defense worksrs, It will, however,
agsist local commumitios in providing high grade entertaimment.

Your commities, I believe, is & part of the national civilian defense set-up.

Yos, wo will coeoperats e¢losaly with Jerrold Cwen, State Defense Coordimator
and with federal Seourity Administretor, Mr. Paul V. BHoNutt, who is also the
Coordinstor of Hsalth, Welfare, Reoreation and Releted Acotivities of the
Council of Hational Defense., This agenocy has amssigped Mr, Don T, Orput, who
is field repressntative in Oregon.

Now, Mr., May, can you give ue scue idea of how your aotivities work outt?

There are certein scctions in Oregon whore recreational progrems are
necessary. Take Homiiston in Eastern Oregon. Here, & town of barely 80O
povulation, grew almost overnight to e populace of more than 8,000 persons,
The majority of these are workers on the huge $10,000,000 Ordinsnce depot now
unday econstruotion. Temporary recrveation cvsnuters are already established and
foderal woney has been aullocated b a recrsation center bullding.

X presuma.that there is 2 serious heelth problem in this community, also.

Yes, there is and our committes is giving all ald possible to local officiale
to cope with this situetion. |

1 suppose that the biggest recrcational ectivity will be centered in

Portland,
That iz true, fur in Portland thore is & ooncentration of several thousand

troops at the airbess end in the engineer’s corps, In addition, Portland serves
as a leave aree for ths mén in Vancouver Barracks eand is elso a stop-ovar place
for uniformed mon in transit. Portlend is also the center of at least 10,000

defense workersg,
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What has heen done in Portlend towards s definite reoreational program?

Just last week a hospitality and recreation center was set up in the
Portlend Hotel at the cormer of Broadway and Morrison. Meyor Riley has
named & recrsation committes of volunteers to assist in hendling this
senteri with Capt. Fred Roberts of the Portlamd Fire Bureau in charge.

In addltion, Fire Chiel Tdward Baaﬁrisvjxt, who is weting as coordinetor

of the Multnomah Defense Council, has prepared e city-wide program of
eotivities to be carried out ULy the recreation department of the City Park
Bureau, This particular program will be directed by Miss Dorothes Lensch,
who will meko use of community centers, park bulldings, school gymmesiums
and other fasilities throughout the oity.

And how about other cities In Oregon?

I spoke of Hermiston whers work is under wey. At Astoria, a recreation
center has been set up by loeal interests and it is expected that federal
funds will be provided for a ueparate building. Astoria, es you know,
iz the lsave centoer for troops from Fort Stevens, as well as men from the
Tongws Point Navel Alr Buse.

I would think that many of tho men would go down to Seaside and other
beach towns.

That's right, At Ssaside, & recreation center hes bsen set up at local
sxpensze with prospest of ald from the Federal Govermment. At Pendleton,
whers & large air base is almost completed and is operating, & recreation
room hme beon provided for men in service. Down at Medf'ord, where =a
nilitary cantonment is planned, a complote reoreation committee organizaticm
has boen set up. A large room has been obteined in the Court House and more
then 500 men used thie hospitality center during the recent troup movements.,
ifany other cities and towne in the Willemette Valley and cther perts of
the State all are preparing for developments that will be necessery in the

near uture,
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Now, how oan the average citizen aid in this reoreational program,

" Mr. Wayt

Civillans ocan be of real velue if they will volunteer to work with

the local committees. At the hospitality centers, civilians cam learn

what they can do for the men. An example would be to teke a ocouple of
soldlers, sallors or marines hcme'to dinner, Tickets to theatres oould
be furnished. Dances and awusaments cen be arranzed., The men in uniform
does not enjoy walking aimlecsly on the streate while on leave, and we
all should be ready to try and show him that we eppreciate what he is
deing for us,

I oen see where this progrem will give thousands of our citizens an
opportunity of participating in the civilian defemse program,

Tou're right, We cannot build morale among the men in service merely
by talking ebout it. Work is neocessary. It doeen't make much difference
Just what each individual does in the program, it's the little things
in the aggregate that will bring success to this program,

Thenk you, Mr: May, for the valuable information you have given us,

ete, . ete., oto,, eta, .



