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NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CONFIDENTIALI]

TO ALL COUNTY COORDINATORS:

The first Japanese incendiary bomb has been dropped on
the soil of the continental United States,

What apparently was a 50 kilogram phosphorus pellet
bomb was dropped in the Siskiyou national forest not far from
Brookings in Curry County, Oregon, between 6 and 6:30 a.m,
Wednesday, September 9. It started fourteen fires, all of
which were under control before noon.

A forest lookout observer spotted the plane, which was a
small hydroplane, presumably from a submarine off the Oregon
coast, OSeveral bombs were dropped but only fragments of one
have been found, It seemingly was the type of bomb which is
filled with cylindrical black rubber pellets, 1-1/16 inches
long by 1 inch in diameter, impregnated with phosphorus,

The war head of the bomb has been located, also the
ring by which it apparently was hung from the bomb rack. The
war head was marked plainly with Japanese characters and an
anchor, symbol of the Japanese navy.

This information is not to be divulged except to key
persong in your civilian delense organization, pending release

of news by the War Department, Theé reason is obvious, To
date, we are not certain the Japanese know their attempt to
set fire to an Oregon forest was discovered
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. SALEM,  Sept. 15:0/P)Oregon
civilian ‘defense worflers will re-
|¢eive a tremendous Dlost in ‘mo-
rale as a resuit of the Japanese

bombing in Curry cotinty last
Wednesday,  State Civilian De-.
fense Cgordinator Jerrold Owen

' defense co-ordinators

by a confidential bulletin mailed
early Monddy from,Owen's. of:
|'fice: The bullutin deceribed Wad:
| nesday’s attack in detail, IR
-~ “Morale among civilian ‘de-
“workers was getting low,”

fense worke
Owen. said, " “because ‘many * of |

fhem '}pél_i ‘it can’t happen
\ here.! Wall did happen, last

Wednesday, so ‘the workers can
see now just what they are wark-
ing for. il
““We have been praying for
just such an attack to shake peo-
ple out of their lethargy. We be-
lieve this incident will do it. Of
course, the bombing was ideal,
because there was no loss of Tife
and no property -damage, The
bombing was a perfect answer to
the many persons ‘who alaimed
bombgdi e o T ;

.
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t Workers haye not relaxed
X ﬂégamaﬂn “past months

erted to danger from air ||

|.may be expected to catise exten-

l &mﬁgn bfe-fens_é 1J
aised by Jap Raid |

and have been in readiness for
“ahy eventuality, The spotting of
the' Japanese hydroplane dis-
cloges an alertness  which will
'd'fjw dividends in the protection
g

his state.

ndoubtedly this small foray
ig but a forerunner of what may
| expected in the future. Sim-
Ar phosphorus bombs dropped
“on! inflammable wooden /build-
ings n our -population centers.

give fires—but for this possibil-
ity thousands of our citizens
have been in training for more

han-a year and may be expect.
ed to meet the situation prompt-

Iy fand effectively when it devel-
epg.’,. F )

Owen warhed that there will
be at least.a tonth of fire weath-
er ahead, asserting that similar
raids ‘could ' cause tremendous
damage to forests.

The fourth fighter command,
which operateg the aircraft warn- |
ing service, ordered all ground|
observers 1o be on constant alert
against similar. raids. Complete /
deseriptions, including diagrams,
of' the seaplane were provide
for each observation post, It is
Jdripossible"for a plane to fly

over the coast without being de-
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-that ‘were quickly controlled —(AP Photo)*
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" Bansted by Jap

defense work-
ers wﬂl receive a tremendous
boost ‘in morale as a result of the'
Japanese bombing of Curry coun:
. Defense ' - Coordinator  Jerrold

Owen said today. e i

Colinty” defense = coordinators
were alerted to danger from air
by ‘a confidential bulletin mailed,
early “yesterday from Owen’s of-

‘ nesday’s attack in detail.

fense workers was getting low,
Owen said, “because many of
them believed ‘it can’t happen'
| here’ Well, it did happen .1
Wednesday, so the workers
see now just what they are workJ
ing for.

“We have been praying for
just such an attack toshake peo-
ple out of theix lethargy. We
rﬁmﬂﬂs il do- it Oﬂ

course, the bombing was ldeal,
| because their was no 1055 ofﬁ
and no property an

bombing was a perfeet answer to
| the many | who el
the Patﬁlﬁc coast cuuldn’t be-
bombed. ’

“With this gratlﬁcatian comes

ty last Wedmesday, State Civilian|}
'.pt'atectmn af this state..

is but a fom'rir_nner of what may

fice. The bulletin described Wed"'
“Morale among civilian, de*}‘

training for more than a year|

1y when it develops.” .

Bes | raids could cause tremendous
-1 damage to forests.

‘which operates the aircraft warn-

aimed | against similar,
' descriptions, lnf?luding diagrams,

'a sense of satisfaction that our
volunteer workens have not re-

possible for a plane to fly ‘over
‘the coast without being detect

ROSEBURG NEWS REVIEW

September 15th, 1942

P A
Sregon tha‘h 69*Fense Morale |
>Bombing of Curry
nator Owen Asserts
|laxed their vigilance in past

months and have been in rea,dj-‘
ness for any eventuality. The!
spotting of the Japanese hydro-
plane discloses an alertness
which Wﬂl ypay dividends in the

‘ﬁndoilbtegly this small’ foray |

be expected in the future. Simi-
lar phosphorus bombs dropped on
inflammable  wooden buildings
in our population centers may be
ex ed to cause extensive fires
- for this possibility thou-
sands of our citizens have been in |

and may be expected to meet the
situation promptly and effectiye-

Owen warned that there will
be at least a month of fire weath-
er; ahead, asserting that similar

The fourth ﬂghtér command,

ing service, ordered ‘all. ground
observers_to be on constant alert
‘raids. Complete

of the seaplane were provided for
each observation post. It is im: |
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Q!:‘;gs:n’ a i;l'?]rawﬁ.ﬁ observed, an p‘r A e 2 ‘
Testry. Patro who exti guished | was g : : erv,
;he, blaze found a crater and meta ~ Sﬁ&%ﬁ%?ﬁ it anil e
* WD | Forestry patrals reported U
5 “. . incendiary bomh left a erater about
hree feet in diameter and a foot
d-ew.' L vl L IR II‘I\'-'::
Japanese. sﬁbmgriug";;,shelled an

bil well area in goutherh (California

Febijary 23, causing shight dam-
age, ang a bedeh near, Seaside, Qre-

on, dyne 28, byt it was the first
née actual air bombing

evidence of an

of the ,_eonﬁpent;al‘ United States.

Howard “Ra 7 Gardner, forest
service lokout, observed the plane ]
and saw the fire presk out from

th‘is‘ post on Mount fmily, nine
 miles from Brookings, Oregon. |
'l- ‘Looking into the darkness at 6
4. ., Siagtem_‘ber 9, when he heard
the sount o:f;fp.-single motor, Gard-
ner saw a tircling pl,ane'nverhead—é
‘elosely he- identified it.as

die thirtics destroyed a ereat for-
est dnd most-of the coastal ity of

athered some
, "‘--tﬁ?ﬁﬁ%
| the forest by « shorteut to battle
the flames single %a,ﬁ}mdﬂe
ceeded, so well he had them under

: the: forest fire
ved—a four

suppressfon crew at
and aﬁ ha T8l ‘“"

ugh and over rugged.
Tfﬁ*éigﬁim__t‘ion-f e




Mount Em
of, Japane&?_ éﬁ?
_commonwealths 01

"‘Mﬁska hag' been :

‘enemy, but. fithe states, And

io have been a
y the vigilance
age, It seems

' hiﬁg‘defense comman‘ﬂ has ‘re}__ﬂl sed for our rh-
' tion. i
‘4' '_;?F‘ sense good £ortune was ﬁnth us, for 1.f a
‘spark may unleash a devas%& forest fire, as
‘has befallen, the intense energy of an incen lari
homb mnght'eoncewably equg] e worst, of. agg .
peacetzme records. There are two coriclusion:
ﬂnp. layman may draw by perrhission of’ mfgf
ences inherent in the account. lll')ne is that t
forest patrol is,v:gﬂaﬂt -and effective; the otli‘_
! that our patrol of the offshore waters and “thy
| coastal'area may need ennsxﬂer ble scugmentmg
i . "¥et even to hrase it in this manner scarcel,_
is fair to the forees: ofmsidi defense, for it i
* modernly anomatle—w-—an'd lack ? Tnot. for man‘

‘examples—that a coastal Bombing reid can b
-earried out almost at. d with the ‘oc ds-
§ 1115 iu‘ypr. *’l’hna whi
npii less to regret,
more than ¢
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Why did the Japa.neae navy.—:i 7ulge itseli
 this gesture? Manﬁeatiy in th
s est-fire might be started ‘a5 @ bl

geggs:tive Japanes:e
sfﬂ&ration We' am

amsr ou

its faéilxty and eﬂect wﬁﬁ
be gulded by the experim
‘may, in another year, ;
if, Ja n still can muster.
and considers the gxploﬁ. worth
multiplicity of similar incendi
our coastal ,eresta,
Fortung.ti

1y for ¢he Amemca;d qpuse fbxs is a
~grim game at which two can play, as the British
lately have taught the Germ,an . ngeral Doolit-
tle's heroie air Taid on Japan also provides: the
requisite proof, Yei now that acelmm of that
stirring,adventure has somewhdt abated, we p‘e‘;‘a
ceive that to have been aﬂe i ;ln the fulles
sense it should haye Beep “falle ‘
heavier American bombing mi
Japanese scarcely were moré N
their peril, even though ‘the
siderable, and their first reac
at and capture the _Chinese 4
practicable bombing . distam:e
establish themselves on’ the o
islands. We awakened them fﬁ
ity; their jeopardy, and sinee
on' our honors, ¢
‘To the Iayman-—-mvok ‘
agam-—w;]l ta Joe Pung"
ican——the bombing of Ore
mon than a single bpmb,
?m- the bombing of Ja
that it continue ‘without
juist umund the_eér ar, but

: Agd how it is t‘o':
be éom, we cannot s&y- We 'nly state the re-
j 'i-,ent Kl : -
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| “the spotting of the Japanese hy-
| “this - small- !!qray is-but. a fore-

| diaries, it contained phosphbrus
| the - gettled

closed the September 9 attack. |
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n’t appen Here

BAN mANCISOO Bept. 15-(F)-The strange lttack on the
‘Oregon coast by a tiny seaplane brought the comment Tuesday
from a n;:wman‘ dEfﬁnse execut{v& that “the bembing was a per-
Fect anwm the many pers who claimed the Pacific coast |

couldn’t be bomb , \
- The statement was made by .ernold Owen, defense coordma—

7’

The ‘westetn defense’ comzmn .
here f_d‘isdtised ‘M:mday nigh—t that

Aot <

‘eounty: Jamnese -characters’ casi
ifi the fragments 6f the bomb cas-
ing mdxcﬁtgd itsiorigin ¢ - i

bomb. " ahd~wére ﬁtiyextm-
guished ‘by:alert mrestwatchera
R | before the bomb burst 'a
rle-engine seapiane ‘
was se‘en winging ‘in from the. |
iea. It circled the forest region"
‘and headed out to sea again. The
,mpposlﬁon was . that ‘it’ came ,
“from and returned tn a Jap sub— o
‘marine’ 1ying! o!fshore B
. The army. announced that soon
after &le—mcxdent “Was" reparted &
plane the' coastal pﬁh'ul'hdmbed
an dentified - submarme -30.
miles off sf?ore “w1ﬁi unobser\fed
results.” .Tap submarines. “of the
largest type are known to carry
small seapldnes. ;
Defense Coordinator Owen said

droplane discloses an alertness

which will pay dividends in pro-

tection.” i
“Undaubtedly," he ! contmued

runner of ‘what may " be expedted
in the future.”

_The fire bomb left a three-fool
crater, Typical oi Japanese. im:aﬁ =

pellets. The fire pa'croﬁl&i]fl

sharply alert and flames were Bx=
tinguished: efore damage §i:as
caused.

The army here had no comment
on the affair beyond the commu-
nique of ﬂcmday night which dis- |

Coordinator Owen, however,
predicted the bombing would do
much to lift morale. “We have
been praying for just sheh an
attack to shake the people out
of their lethargy,” he said. “We
believe this incident will do it.
of edine, the bombing was |
ideal, F,Hause there was no loss
of life and no property damage.

“The bombing was a. pertect an-
swer to the marfy persons who
claimed the Pacific Coast coulf.n
be bombed.” ;
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~ Oregon

e o Ak tgead}ms he- 5
- 1e a target for. Japanese
| . In June it was j;hft 8 1_135??@11_
arine. fired a. number of! shells which'
land, “the Clatso beaches near Fort
Stevens-and last Week"&n-r'_- ¥ county reesiy
the  first “bomb _ dropped on continen
 United States, an incendiary from:a tiny

plane obviously launched frog submarine.
’ , The gratifying part of th cidents is
that neither attack resulted. damage

L

although the bombing was Somethi g
’ than a gesture since it might have
in a destructive forest fire. 'he promptng
i with which the blaze was detected and %
out speaks highly of the vigilance and
1 ciency of the forestry look
which force was augments
| trained against just such
| The state forestry de
| much concerned through, th
| ing that the enemy would start fires in four
 timbered lands during /the dry months,
' either through saboteurs’ or incendiary
bombs. The Brookings incident proves that
| this was no hysterical co ncern but based
’ on a real menace. We are tiow approaching !
the rainy season when the danger will be

greatly. lessened but: there are still several

weeks of potential menace. Vigilance can-

' not be relaxed but must be intensified.

. There are of course other: motives
which may have' actuated the J panese in
making these futile attacks. It is quite pos-
sible that they seek to draw planes away
from Alaska or other pam% for patrol duty

along the coast and undoubtedly, too, there
is a face-saving element inyolved. The Japa-
- nese propagandists will probably make much.
~ of the fact that one ‘of their planes has
dropped Bombs on the United States, exag-
gerating its importance as a counter to the
bombing of Tokyo by American planes.

We on the Pacific may ‘expect other
such attacks and they may be something
| more than gestures. The danger suggests
that oy’ armed and %Ci ian defense forces
- keep pery much on the =dert: :
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WMEMORANDUI TO COUNTY COOLDIGATORS:

BOIiE RICORIATCSANCE AGINTS

Dropping of enemy bombs 2 few days ago in Curry County, Oregon, empha—
sizes the importance of organizing and treining en adequate number of bomb recon-
naissance agents in each county. It is true that the first responsibility of s
bomb recomnsissance egent lies in the identificetion and reporting of the exis-
tence of umexploded bombs.

However, at this particular pericd of the wnr, when our military authori-
ties are avidly searching for exect information concerning the type of Japanesz
vombs likely to be used against thie country, it is of prime importance that
aqualified, treined bomb reconneissance agents teke immedizte charge of any inci-
dent similar to that which oceurred in Curry County. Evidence and muterials left
after such bombings ere of such inestimable importance thet a2ll precautions must
be taken so that nslthar the bomb, bomb fragments, cratsr or anty other evidence
connected with an cxploded, or unexpleded bomb shall be removad or tampered with
by any persons other than those conuscted with the United States Army Bonb Dispcosal
unit.

Tmmadiate reporting by telephens of the discovery of high explosive bombs,

gither exploded or unexploded,by county ov city Civilian Defense cuthoritiss di-

rectly to the Orsgon State Defonee Couneil in Sulem 1 essential.,

Following the droppinrg of a large bomb (or bombs) in Curry County, sou-
venlr hunters, who had reached the site of the bemb eretor, not only picked up cnd
retained fragments of the bombs, but tuwck photograephs of bomb Lragnents——all thie
contrary to military regulaticns. Occurrences of this kind in the future mast he
avoided &t all cost.

Other than bembs, any objscts of suspected enemy origin, such as groundaed
aircraft, shore mines, or other unidentified objects should be cercfully guardad
untll military personnel tekes over.

OREGON STATE DFFENSE COUNCIL

N o - .
By: 1 - 3 _
e s -

Agsistant state Coordincter
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OREGON STATE DEFENSE COUNCIL
STATE CAPITOL
SALEM, OREGON
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iy, Jerrold Owen,

State Defense Coordinator
Oregon State Deferse Council
317 State Cepitol

8alem, Oregon

Dear ¥r, Qweng

On Wednesday morning, September 9th, 1948
Japenese, dropped an incendisry bomb @@
enst of Brookings, Oregon, in s wild aié)

nldentified plane, presumably
ily, about eizht miles north-
bered reglon,

avi

In view of the fact that many o cedo™g on this incident were submitted
to me during your absence at th dgnN\uexion Conventlon in Xanses City, Nis-
sourl, I will endeavor tc péeoagd to

To begin with, I will quote\hdye
followed thersafter ag it =pdeal
1542,

"Howard Geardner and George Widney who were on duty at the Mount Emily observa-
tion post saw the plane ag 1t cireled the mountein station, as did Bob Larson,
one of the fire prevention guards, who happened to be at the station at the time.

8 story of the actual bombing and what
n the Gold Beach Reporter on September 17th,

" These men rejorted the plane as coming in from the west at 6124 a.m. but did mot
see it drop bomb or bombs as they reported the weather was too thiek for close
observation. The report of sighting the plane was sent to the relay station at
Gold Beach and Mrs. Rets Oanong who was on duty at the station sent the report
to Mir, Marghall, in charge of the loecasl etation, who pent it through to the file
ter ptation at Hoseburg,

" 4t 12430 p.m. the same day Mr. Gardner reported to the Gold Beseh station that
smoke was rising at a distance of sbout three miles ewey airline from the ran-
ger station, southeast on Wheeler Creek ridge, 2 point which could be reached
by about four and one half miles of trail.

" hecording to the report this appeared to be a lightning {ire as the smoke was
rising in puffs and this belief was strengthened by the faet that there had been
& severe electric storm the day before.

" Mr. Marshall instructed Gardner to proceed st onoce to the fire and also instruce
ted Pete Johnson, who was at the Bear Wallow lookout, eight and one half
miles away by trail, to go to the scene of the fire. The men met on the
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trall and arrived at the fire at the same time, making the trip in about two hours,
Also, Bob Terson and Fred Flynn went in from Brookings by way of the Winchuck Road
and Theeler Creek way trall, getting there shertly after the others, at about 3:30 p.m.

"These uén guiekly got the fire under control and in doing so discovered it was
caused by a bomb when they found pieces of metal scatiered about in the brush.

This discovery was reported back to Gold Beach at 4120 p.m, that afternoon by means
of & porteble radio they had carried with them.

"Leaving one man tc gudrd against any possible spread of Tirs, Gardner and two of his
men brought out pieces of the bomb, some pellets described as keystone shaped, and
slso the tail plece of the bomb on whieh was stamped cheracteristies that had the
appearance of foreign origin,

"Fragments of the bomb were turned over to Forester Ed Haréhall and Asgistsnt Forester
L. L. Colville who had met at Brookings, and who relayed the facts to the filter
genter st Roseburg and notified the Federal Buresu of Investigation.

"Colville, Marshall, end Gardner returned to the sceme of the fire for furiher search,

They found that the bomb in exploding had blown a crater about three feet in diameter
snd somewhat less than 12 inches deep, the hole showing thet it had given out an in-
tense head, fusing the earth snd rocks into a mass resembling iava.

"arshall and Colville dug through the fused mass and soon found whet appeared to be

# the nose of ths Somb., This was about 11 to 12 inehes across at the widest part and
attached 1o the steel nose or cap was a brass shank six inches in length, with Jap-
anese characters stamped in the collar that atiasched its base to the nose.

"These, with the metal fragments and pellete whiech had been gathered up, in all zbout
60 pounds (the nose alone weighing 25 or 30 pounds) were brought out and turned over
to the Army Lieutenant in charge of the Army detachment at Gold Beach.

"The bomb in falling had struck a fir tree sbout six inches in dlameter, much sz
though lightning had struck it, and & fin of the bomd had sheared off a tan oak tree
five inches in dismeter as cleanly as though it had been done with & heavy and sharp
axe. Fragments of the bomb hsd been secattered over a radius of about 100 feet, one
of the blazing pleces lodging in s decayed stub, setting it afire.”

On September 14, 1942, & letter signed by S. 0. Newhouse, Coordinator of the Curry
County Defenge Couneil, Wedderburn, Oregon, addressed to you was received in this
office. This letter was dated Beptember llth, 1942, and gave a fair, but not com-
prehensive, ocutline of the incident. Based on this report, and following confirma-
tion of the bomb by military sutherities, a confidentisl bulletin marked "not for
publication™ was sent to all county coordinators notifying them of the ineldent

end deseribing the type of bomb that had apparently been used by the Japs in this
ineident. ;

On the afterncon of Septembsr 16th, 1942, legt Lieutenant W. Field, 23lst Ordnance
Compsny, Fort Lewis, #ashington, celled you on the telephone from Bandon, Orsgon,
and upon Pinding that you were not in the st:te, requested that I meet hlm in 3elem
late that night. '
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I met Lisutenant Field at the Marion Hotel and spent an hour or more with him, In
briefy he told me that he had received his fir:it offieial information of the incident
on Saturday morning, September 12th, 1942, and had proceeded to Gold Beach snd
Brookings where he succeeded in obtaining some bite of shrapnel, together with a
small amount of powdered thermit, which he took with him to Fort Lewis for labratory
tests,

Lieutenant Fleld requested that I endeavor to arrange with the Fourth Fighter Command
80 that offieials of thie office might be notified in the event of a future incident
of the same character, in order that the trained bomb reconnasisssnce agents might
take immediate charge of any such incident sand that further, we eould immediately
notify the bomb disposal unit at Fort Lewis. ,

The following day I conferred with Captain Willism K, lorgan, Ground Observer Officer,
Signal Corps, Fourth Fighter Comuand, concerning this subject and he readily agreed
to the plan suggested by Lieutenant Field,

On the same day I igsued a memorandum to county coordinators outliming the responsgi-
bility of bomb recomnalssanee agents in dealing with both unexvloded and exploded
bombs. A copy of your memorandum and that of mine is attached.

Also, on this same day, September 17th, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas G. Thompson, Di-
rector of the War Department Civilian Protection School st the University of ﬁnahi-ng—-
ton in Seattle, and three of his officers, Captain Sydney Hall, Captain Edward Brelin,
and Lieutenant Jack Barrows, stopped in Sulem for a few moments enroute to Roseburg
where Colonel Thompson was staging an incendiary bomb demonstration on the night of
September 1l2th. .

Colonel Thompson had considersble information on the ineident and told me how ime
portant it was to the Chemieal Warfare Service to obtain exaet informstion concern-
ing the type of Japanese bombs likely to be used againgt this countiy.

On Tuesday, September Zind, 1942, Colonel George J, B. Fisher, Chief of the Civilianm
Proteetion Branch of the Chemical Warfare Service, Washington, D. U., came to this
office and spent several hours reviewing all facts coneerning the Curry County inci-
dent that were available,

In my talk with Captain Morgan on September 17th he informed me that the report of
the incideat had come through to the Portland information center on schedule and had
been reported to the Fourth Fighter Comusnd in Seattle.

Very truly yours,

James D, Oisoa,
Assistant Stete Coordinator

JDOs bbb



