VAP L g TR s

Hood River., Oregon

December 26, 1941
Copy of Telegram sent to:

Honorable @harles L. MeNary
U. 8. Senate
Washinton, D. C.

In view of the fact that Hood River county has a population of alienm bom
end native born Japanese larger in proportion to its eatire povulation than any other
county in the state of Oregon, we are faced with a situation that is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to handle. We realize fully that it 1s the policy of our govemment
to be reasonable and fair in their treatment of our common enemy at this time. Oxp
Civil Defenge Council has attempted to work out with the leaders of our Japanese
ell matters pertaining to mainteining order am ng us. We have suggecsted
that for the present Japanese, both alien and citizen, remain at home as much ag
ie practical in the conduct of their business and refrain from congres=ting at
any meetings. This mggestion was followed farly closely during the first week
after war, but we are seeing increasing evidonce that they are becaming decidedly
lax in fol'owing our suggestions. Ag & consequence there is incresmsing resentment
becoming manifeet, and for our own protection and theirs 2s well, we feel that it is
a.héolutaly necessary that conetituted authorities be given the power, lesally, to
take necessary steps to see that suggestiong as outlined are followed.

We have Civilian Defense régistration blanks of many Japanese stating that they
are the owners of rifles, ghotguns, p‘fnoll and cemeyag, and it ig our opinion thag
some legal steps should be talkkemn to collect all amms and explosives.

It ie not our thought to agitate any undue feeling regarding thie delicate situation
but we do feel that definite steps should be taken immediately to prevent what might
develop into some unfortunate eituation.

At a Defense mmeting held tonight, representing half of the adulg population

of this county, 1t was deemed imperative that immediate action is necessary.
We fell that you will kmow what authority to approach on this urgeat situation
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i
confronting us, We are asking you to secure legal suthority for our locel law

enforeecment offichals to handle this situation hmediately.
HOCD RIVER CUUNTY CIVIL DEVENSE CUUNCIL,

R. B, Steels, County Coopdinatory
A, V. Peters, State lixecutive}
C. . m;:'plrd. cmt" Chai xman.



