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Jacksonville (shown here circa 1855) was at the heart of southern Oregon's pro-slavery 
movement. (Hutchings panoramic image courtesy Online Archive of California)
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The Fourteenth Amendment made Oregon's exclusion clause moot. Learn more about the 
Fourteenth Amendment via the Legal Information Institute: https://www.law.cornell.edu/
constitution/amendmentxiv

https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv


President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863. Image courtesy of the 
Library of Congress. https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/pga.02797/

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/pga.02797/
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https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/cannady_beatrice_morrow/
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https://www.oregonhistoryproject.org/articles/historical-records/signing-oregon39s-civil-rights-bill-1953/
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Since slaves were 
property, they 
sometimes took 
the surname of 
their owners. 
Shown here is a 
pen and ink 
drawing of a South 
Carolina slave 
market in 1833. 
(Image courtesy 
Library and 
Archives Canada) 
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Prohibitions in Oregon law led 
to unconventional 
relationships that did not 
always include formal 
marriage. (Photo courtesy 
Cornell University Library) 
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Louis Southworth lived 
most of his adult life in 
Oregon. He is one of 
many Black Oregonians 
described in this section 
of the exhibit.
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https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975590


This 1854 Polk County assessment roll shows the value of Robin Holmes personal and 
total property (highlighted).
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Mary Jane Holmes Shipley 
Drake.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/25387852/mary_jane-shipley/photo#view-photo=162554802


Mary Jane's 1925 Oregon death certificate. Based on census information, her birth year and age at death are 
likely wrong on the death certificate.
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https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975588
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/articles/southworth_louis_1829_1917_/
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Louis Southworth sits by the fireplace 
in front of an image of Abraham 
Lincoln. Image courtesy Benton 
County Historical Society.
https://
bentoncountymuseum.catalogaccess.c
om/photos/77066

Portrait of Lewis Southworth with his 
Beloved Fiddle courtesy Benton County 
Historical Society.
https://
bentoncountymuseum.catalogaccess.com
/photos/66590

https://bentoncountymuseum.catalogaccess.com/photos/66590
https://bentoncountymuseum.catalogaccess.com/photos/77066


1873 marriage license affidavit for Louis Southworth and Mary Cooper



1886 land claim patent for Louis Southworth



The 1917 death certificate of Louis Southworth.
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Richard Linville's Polk County estate papers from 1847 refer to Maria and Johnson. Transcript with 
enlarged images: https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975582

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975582
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This 1850 U.S. Census enumeration sheet shows Monimia Travers on line 5. 
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Congress granted the Bushes ownership of their land in 1855. Transcript with image: 
https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975587

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975587


George Washington Bush's 1850 Lewis County tax roll
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Rose Jackson
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https://efiles.portlandoregon.gov/Record/2653672/


The Oregon death certificate for Allen Flowers. 
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Newspaper advertisement for Morris Thomas, 
Barber and Hairdresser.



An 1854 bill in the Oregon Territory Legislative Assembly to allow Morris Thomas to stay in Oregon despite 
the 1849 Exclusionary Act. The bill was "postponed indefinitely."



���������	��	�
��������
��
���
��������	
�����������	����
����������
�������
	������
���������
	������	���������	�������
������ !"#$�%&!$'&�()*"!+&#,,!&-'#$��./--0+1223334$# -/3!+-5'"'-*,/! '-*"!4# "2+2# !"#$6+-*-!6* &/'7!+2'-!)289:;<=,">?@+,'5!>AB�

CDDEFEGH�IJK�LEMJ�ND
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Ellender seated with her daughter, Susan
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1854 census sheet with the John Dudley Mathews Family listed.
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The 1858 Jackson County tax roll showing Susan Johnson.



1909 death certificate of Susan Weeks.
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1865 Marion County census page.
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Mary Ann "Amanda" Mathews



���������	
����
�������



�����������	
����
�����
�����
����
���
��������
������������
��
�	��
�������
�����
����	��������
�������������
�����
��������
���������� !"#$%&'"%('�)*+#",�'$--"'.($%��/0..1,2334445%$!.04",.6(#(.+-0"!(.+#"5$!#3,3$!"#$%7,.+."7+!'0(8",3(."*39:;9<=-#>:?,-(6">@AB

CDDEFEGH�IJK�LEMJ�ND
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https://www.northwestdigitalheritage.org/s/oregon-state-archives/item/31234#lg=1&slide=0
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Letitia Carson's Homestead certificate.



A map showing Letitia Creek in Douglas County. 



1854 Benton County court notice from Leticia Carson related to a lawsuit against the 
probate administrator of the David Carson estate.
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Martha Carpenter's 1911 death certificate.
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The death certificate for Adam “Andrew Jackson” Carson.
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The Hannah and Eliza Gorman House in Corvallis was built circa 1857 and expanded circa 1866. 
(Image via Wikimedia)



This receipt for a funeral hearse was part of Hannah Gorman's probate case file. 



1888 Hannah Gorman probate estate appraisal page.
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In 1871, William Livingstone had lived in Oregon for less than 10 years. That year’s tax assessment roll 
showed he owned 120 acres of land southeast of Oregon City, as well as $528.00 worth of personal property. 
However, his total property value was $228.00 due to $300.00 of indebtedness.



Page one of William Livingstone's 1872 land deed.



page two of William Livingstone's 1910 will.
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Rachel Belden Brooks 1910 obituary. 
Transcript of article with large image: 
https://records.sos.state.or.us/
ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975593

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975591
https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975593


Page one of Rachel's 1865 Delaney $1,000 probate settlement.



Rachel Belden Brooks 1910 death certificate.
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https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/11129731
https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9975592


Elizabeth Waterford's 1917 death certificate. 



Jackson Bonter's 1915 death certificate.
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The 1863 marriage record of America and Richard Bogle.
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View 1927 death certificate of Amanda Johnson.
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https://oregonblackpioneers.org/
https://oregonblackpioneers.org/
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.willametteheritage.org/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/
https://osupress.oregonstate.edu/book/breaking-chains
https://www.worldcat.org/title/saga-of-the-mask-plantation-north-carolina-slaves-journey-to-oregon/oclc/944958919
https://www.blackpast.org/
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=Friends+of+Leticia+Carson+Facebook+Page&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
https://www.findagrave.com/
https://secure.sos.state.or.us/prs/personProfileSearch.do
https://www.lchm.org/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/
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