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Overview 

Welcome to On Her Own Wings: Oregon 

Women and the Struggle for 

Suffeage - an exhibit that explores the 

history of voting rights in Oregon and the 

United States. The exhibit covers the early 

republic to the present, but its focus is on the 

tumultuous opening of the 1900s. Beginning 

decades earlier, Oregon suffragists battled for 

a woman's right to vote. They fought until 

their efforts were recognized in the 1912 state 

suffrage proclamation and the ratification of 

the 19th Amendment in 1920. Still, it would 

be years before Native American and Asian 

American women were granted the right to 

vote. The exhibit showcases people, events, 

and symbolism crucial to this cause, as well as 

the entrenched powers acting to prevent 

access to the vote. 

. 

First in 1912, and then in 1916, suffragists stopped in Pendleton during the 

Pendleton Round-Up rodeo and gave rousing speeches from automobiles. 

To raise support for a national amendment, National Women's Party 

activists, Margaret Whittemore and Mary Fendall held rallies at the 

Pendleton Round-Up grounds in 1916. (Courtesy of Library of Congress) 
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Introduction 

Welcome to On Her Own Wings: Oregon 

Women and the Struggle for Suffrage, a web 

exhibit celebrating the centennial of the 19th 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 

affirming a woman's right to vote. The exhibit 

tells the story of the struggle for suffrage­

both in Oregon and across the nation. 

Illustrated with historic photos, texts, 

contemporary analyses, and documents, this 

exhibit guides visitors through the events, 

context, organizations, and prominent 

suffragists of the era. 

On Her Own Wings focuses around 25 
women's rights advocates who operated in the 

heyday of this early civil rights movement 

both nationally and in Oregon. Famous 

figures like Susan B. Anthony and local 

suffragist Abigail Scott Duniway feature 

alongside less-known Oregon activists like 

Beatrice Cannady, Dr. Marie Equi, and Hattie 

Redmond. Organized alphabetically, the 

biographical sketches in the exhibit examine 

the lives and ideals of these suffragists, as 

well as the people for whom they advocated. 

lt can be hard to imagine a United States 

Party members picket at the Republican convention in Chicago in June 
1920. The woman on the far right is Betty Gram. (Courtesy of Library of 
Congress)

without women voters, and On Her Own 

Wings offers insight into the segregated society these suffragists aimed to change. The exhibit presents 

the historic arguments for and against woman suffrage in Oregon, as well as social movements like 

progressivism and prohibition that influenced those views. Racial inequality defined many aspects of 

American life in this era, and the exhibit also explores some of the extraordinary barriers to voting 

overcome by women of color in the United States. 

Activists do not operate alone, and On Her Own Wings details over a dozen prominent woman suffrage 

groups that took part in the struggle. Some have a history stretching back to the end of the Civil War and 

many are still active to this day. Although they vary widely in size, scope, and tactics, all believed that 

women suffered unjustly and that action must be taken. 

The exhibit showcases those actions through some of the most famous developments during the struggle 

for suffrage. From the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848 to the 19th amendment's ratification in 1920, 



Yellow roses, as well as sunflowers, 

symbolized the suffrage movement. 

(Oregon State Archives Image) 

visitors can see how public sentiment toward woman suffrage changed 

over time. Finally, On Her Own Wings explores how through undaunted 

agitation, the women of Oregon used the state's unique initiative and 

referendum voting system to win suffrage in 1912, nearly a decade before 

the constitutional amendment, and laying the foundation for universal 

woman suffrage. 



The history of the struggle for woman suffrage in the United States is one of 
slowly overcoming powerful forces  that protected male privilege for centuries in 
nearly every aspect of life—politics, legal affairs, economics, and more. The path 
was filled with obstacles and there were numerous dead-ends, particularly for 
women of color. But suffrage leaders were nothing if not persistent. They poured 
countless hours into organizing, writing, lecturing, marching, and other activities 
to turn public opinion in their favor. These pages explore the factors and 
challenges related to winning the right to vote.

Asian American Suffrage

Latinx Suffrage

Jewish American Woman Suffrage

African American Woman’s Club Movement

Mobilizing the African American Community

Indigenous Suffrage and Access

Indigenous Voting Rights in Oregon

Hierarchy and Coverture

Mass Media and the Colors of the Cause

Coalitions and Related Movements

Oregon Initiative and Referendum System

Arguments in 1912 For and Against Woman Suffrage

Literacy Test as Described in 1930 Oregon Code
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A postcard lampoons the women’s movement by portraying a woman seemingly more 
interested in voting than in looking after the wellbeing of her family. Opposition to 
woman suffrage was fierce among traditional groups. Many feared that voting would 
distract women from their “domestic duties” or create family dissension. Others were 
concerned that women were not capable of voting responsibly or would be corrupted by 
the process. Some worried that women would form a solid party and outvote men. And, 
many men—raised and accustomed to dictating events in the political sphere—simply 
saw no reason to give up any power to women without a fight. (Courtesy of Oregon 
Historical Society)
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Asian American Suffrage 

By the late 19th century, western states like Oregon had 

many residents from the Philippines, Korea, Japan, China, 

and other Asian nations. For much of American history, 

however, Asian immigrants and their descendants were 

denied citizenship and voting rights by law. Fears rooted in 

racist beliefs among white Americans that immigrants from 

Asia would undermine the economy and threaten racial 

homogeny culminated in the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act 

and 1924 Immigration Act. These laws limited entry of 

nearly everyone from Asia into the U.S. and banned their 

naturalization. 

The 14th and 15th Amendments opened voting rights to all 

native-born American men regardless of race. Asian 

American communities were still restricted from suffrage 

through literacy tests, property restrictions, and voter 

intimidation. It was not until 1943 and the passage of the 

Magnuson Act that Chinese immigrants could begin 

naturalizing as U.S. citizens. Truly broad access to 

American citizenship and voting rights was not available to 

Asians and Asian Americans until the Immigration and 

Nationality Acts of 1952 and 1965. These acts removed race 

as a barrier to immigration and citizenship, effectively 

ending two centuries of restrictions and legal 

disenfranchisement. 

Komako Kimura, a prominent Japanese suffragist, 

marches in New York on October 23, 1917. (Courtesy of 

Wikimedia Commons) 
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Latinx Suffrage 
Though long discriminated against at the local level, the U.S. Latinx community has an unusual 

history of enfranchisement by the federal government. The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
which ended the Mexican­American War, granted citizenship to those Mexicans living in regions 
ceded to the U.S. However, a 1790 immigration law declared that only "free white" people could 
become citizens. Federally, this meant that Latinx people were legally "white" because they were 
naturalized, not the other way around like other immigrants at the time. However, many white 
Americans still considered people from Latin America their social inferiors. Thus, Latinx people in 
the U.S. were reluctantly granted citizenship but often forced into segregated communities, denied 
economic opportunities or voting rights, and faced violent reprisals for challenging Euro American 
hegemony. 

The Latinx community in the U.S. began fighting for change after World War II and during the civil 

rights era, most vocally in Texas and California. Following the 1965 Voting Rights Act and growth 
of the Chicano Movement in the 1960s and 70s, Latinx Americans have been increasingly successful 
in ending discriminatory restrictions on their voting rights. Though significant barriers to voting 
still exist, the Latinx community represents a growing body of voters increasingly courted by 
politicians on both sides of the aisle. 

 



This pamphlet, by the Los Angeles Political Equality League, makes the case for woman suffrage in Spanish. In the successful 1911 

California campaign, suffrage organizations, which were often led by and centered on the concerns of Anglo women, made efforts to 

gain the support of the Latinx community. (Courtesy of Women's Suffrage and Equal Rights Collection, Ella Strong Denison Library, 

Scripps College, Claremont, CA) 



Jewish American men have long possessed the right to vote and hold office in the 
U.S. Women in the Jewish community, however, were disenfranchised the same as 
other American women before the 19th Amendment. By the 1900s there was 
strong support for woman suffrage among the national Jewish community and 
locally in Oregon among Portland’s historically Jewish neighborhoods. There were 
detractors as well, as many Jewish men feared that a vote for women would mean 
an end to the sale of liquor and the shuttering of businesses that relied on alcohol.

Undeterred, many Jewish women pushed on in the struggle for suffrage, working 
with national groups like the National Council of Jewish Women while those in 
Oregon also worked with the Portland Equal Suffrage League. Many Jewish 
communities were tight-knit, and women had few obstacles spreading the message 
of suffrage among one another. Indeed, Jewish women in Portland were 
instrumental in convincing anti-suffragist women to stand up for their own voting 
rights. Though they could not yet vote, Jewish American women made up a 
unified bloc dedicated to raising awareness and providing volunteer activism and 
financial support for the suffrage movement.

Many in the woman suffrage 
movement used the sunflower to 
symbolize their efforts. (Oregon Scenic 
Images collection)
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In the early 20th century, black women were excluded from many national 
suffrage organizations like the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association. Instead, they used social clubs as a vehicle to accomplish their 
goals of change and reform. These clubs became the backbone of the woman 
suffrage movement in the African American community. Hundreds of clubs 
mobilized for the vote between 1900 and 1920. Most clubs were organized from 
the top down, with leadership directing club strategy. Although some of the 
clubs represented significant numbers of working-class women, many club 
leaders were educated members of the middle-class.

Some clubs were independent and locally focused – formed in churches or 
neighborhoods to aid the community. Others were affiliated with national 
organizations such as the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, the Baptist Women’s Auxiliary, and the National Association 
of Colored Women. A few belonged to secret societies such as sororities of 
college women and their alumnae or women’s auxiliaries of Masonic orders. In 
addition, there were a small number of organized trade union women and 
black women’s suffrage clubs. 

In Chicago, Ida B. Wells’ Alpha Suffrage Club published a newsletter, the Alpha 
Suffrage Record, which sought to educate African American residents about 
candidates and local issues that would appear on the ballot. Over 60 members 
of the club traveled to Washington D.C. and marched in the 1913 suffrage 
parade in front of the White House.



Because woman suffrage organizations generally did not welcome black women as members, they formed their own groups. Begun in 

1899, this club was an affiliate of the National Association of Colored Women. It was named for the first African American poet to be 

published: Phyllis Wheatley Club, Buffalo, New York. (Courtesy of Library of Congress 

(https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/ 94513827 /))
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Mobilizing the African American Community 

In the early years of the woman suffrage movement, African American women played a major role in 
campaigning for the vote. By 1920, most Black women lived in states were women lacked any voting 
rights. In an effort to redress this, African American women’s clubs sought strategies for gaining 
their enfranchisement. As the Black women’s club movement developed nationwide, a dialogue 
opened about common problems like intemperance, discrimination against African American 
women, and the local disenfranchisement of Black men at the polls.

As the movement picked up steam, African American women suffragists moved away from the 
abstract 19th-century argument that suffrage was a human right that all people deserved. They 
instead focused on what they perceived as the real issue – that African American women needed 
suffrage more than white women, because they were oppressed on the grounds of both sex and race.

The struggle for suffrage by African American women went beyond winning the vote and extended to 
using that vote as a tool on behalf of their community. Black suffragists believed the vote would allow 
them to advocate for better working conditions, higher wages, and greater opportunities in business. 
These women also believed they could regulate conditions for moral and sanitary reform in their 
communities better than outsiders. With political power, they argued, African American women could 
work to end racial discrimination, lynching, and legal injustice. 

Nine African-American 
women pose with Nannie 
Burroughs holding a 
banner reading, “Banner 
State Woman’s National 
Baptist Convention” ca. 
1910. (Courtesy of Library 
of Congress (https://
www.loc.gov/pictures/
item/93505051/))



Black women suffragists hold a sign reading "Head-Quarters for Colored 
Women Voters," in Georgia, ca. 1910. (Courtesy of New York Public 
Library)





Though all Native Americans in the U.S. are citizens now, with some even holding dual citizenship, 

there is still an ongoing struggle to secure voting rights for indigenous people. Disenfranchisement 

began in 1924, with states implementing poll taxes, literacy tests, and voter intimidation. The 1965 

Voting Rights Act dealt with some of these issues, particularly for older Native Americans who were 

more fluent in their traditional languages than English. 

As the courts have slowly dismantled the Voting Rights Act, many indigenous people in 2020 have less 

voter access than they did just a few decades ago. Native communities often suffer from stringent voter 

ID laws which restrict access to the ballot box. There also remains a scarcity of polling stations in - or 

even close to - the western reservations which nearly a million Native Americans call home. 

President Lyndon B. Johnson [left] and civil rights leader Martin Luther King [right] at 
the signing of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. (ByYoichi Okamoto; Courtesy of Lyndon 
Baines Johnson Library and Museum) 
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Indigenous Voting Rights in Oregon 

Contrary to the national standards, 

Oregon had a history of opening the polls 

to local indigenous peoples well before the 

1924 Indian Citizenship Act. Some 

newspaper accounts of voting in 1896 

involve a controversy over voting 

irregularities on the Siletz Reservation - 

the votes of 125 residents resulted in 

Thomas Tongue winning Oregon's 1st 

District Congressional seat. In addition, a 

1906 newspaper references an opinion by 

Oregon Attorney General Andrew 

Crawford for the Indian Agent on the 

Klamath Reservation stating that 

individuals with allotments would be 

considered eligible to vote. 

Umatilla County Election registers in the Oregon State Archives holdings show names that 
correspond ​with people who appear on the Umatilla Reservation census rolls. Some are 
descendants of former Hudson Bay employees who may have qualified as voters due to a certain 
percentage of “white” blood. Reports from Umatilla County also indicate that voting precincts 
were located on the reservation. A comparison of the names from some Klamath County voter 
registers and the 1900 and 1920 census records indicate that the individuals on the registers 
are listed in the census as being able to read and write English. Because of this, it is difficult to 
determine if the advent of Oregon’s literacy requirement in 1924 significantly affected voting 
among Oregon’s indigenous population.​

The Nixyaawii Governance Center at Whitehorse on the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation.​ (Oregon State Archives 
Image)
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In the mid-19th century, the position of wives being akin to slavery gained popular opinion, and 
by the end of the Civil War 29 states challenged coverture with married women’s property acts. 
These usually passed in three phases: first allowing married women to own property, then to 
keep their own income, and finally to engage in business. Oregon passed its first women’s 
property act in 1878, and though these laws dismantled coverture, they did so in a piecemeal 
fashion. Laws denying women access to property remained in some states until the 1970s, and as 
of 2020 the Equal Rights Amendment, which would ensure equality of rights under the law 
regardless of sex, remains unratified.

Resistance to woman suffrage was strong. This photo shows men surveying material 
posted in the window of the National Anti-Suffrage Association headquarters, ca. 
1911. A curious woman looks on from behind. (Courtesy of Library of Congress 
(https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/97500067/)





A page from an 1859-1902 Jackson County Register of Married Women's Property itemizes a woman's 
property separate from that of the husband. (Courtesy of Ben Truwe)
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Proponents of woman suffrage used the visual arts successfully. This 1915 illustration, entitled The Awakening, 
shows a torch-bearing female labeled "Votes for Women," symbolizing the awakening of the nation's women to 
the desire for suffrage, striding across the western states, where women already had the right to vote, toward the 
east where women are reaching out to her. (Courtesy of Library of Congress)

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98502844/
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some of the few avenues for political action and social justice open to them.

Because women were some of the most vocal advocates of prohibition, anti-suffragists often 
used their views on alcohol to deny women access to voting rights. They stoked fears that 
woman suffrage would mean the end of alcohol, and the death of bars and breweries. These 
fears materialized as women gained the right to vote in some states, and then immediately 
passed laws limiting access to alcohol.

Not all women voted the same, though, and many rallied against the 18th Amendment which 
prohibited intoxicating liquors. Some joined s​ocial clubs and speakeasies where illegal drinks 
were sold, while others engaged in brewing bootleg alcohol in their own kitchens to ​ get by in 
hard times. Some chose a legal route, and the Women’s Organization for National Prohibition 
Reform organized in 1929. The WONPR successfully argued that prohibition encouraged 
crime and disrespect for the law – creating more problems than it solved.

Opponents of prohibition stoked fears to encourage 
voters to block the effort. Beginning in 1904, an 
Oregon local option law gave communities the right to 
choose whether or not to ban alcohol. The law​ set off 
fierce debates over the issue. This mock ballot argued 
against prohibition in 1913. (Oregon State Library 
subject vertical files on prohibition, 1913) View 
Transcript and image​

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/RecordHtml/7255090
https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/RecordHtml/7255090


Temperance advocates argued that an innocent drink with a friend often led to tragic results. This 
1846 lithograph by Nathaniel Currier illustrates the disastrous path. (Image Courtesy of Library of 
Congress (https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.32719/))

https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.32719/
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With the caption, “Reckon You Won’t Find Much Left To Do In There, My Friend,” a  
newspaper cartoon illustrates the power of Oregon's initiative and referendum system. (The 
Oregonian, January 10, 1911)
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Proponents of woman suffrage used heroic illustrations to drive the movement to success. Shown here is the 
Official Program - Woman Suffrage Procession, Washington, D.C. March 3, 1913. Image courtesy of Library of 
Congress: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.12512/

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/ppmsca.12512/


(J.MjoBoDY LovE..s ME -

-GUE&S ILL BE A SUFFRAGET1'£ 

Opponents of woman suffrage effectively employed imagery of a petulant little girl 
in this postcard. (Courtesy of Oregon Historical Society)



Opponents of woman suffrage also faced powerful pro-suffrage imagery. Here a political 
cartoon shows four women driving a steam roller of progress from the West as they crush 
the opposition. The cartoon, which portrays woman suffrage as inevitable, appeared in 
Judge magazine in 1917. Image colorized for exhibit. (Courtesy of Library of Congress) 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c28029/

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3c28029/
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Oregon law was inspired by longstanding Jim Crow Era efforts in the South to exclude African 
Americans from voting. Here, an 1879 Harper's Weekly editorial cartoon criticizes the use of literacy 
tests. It shows "Mr. Solid South" writing on a wall: "Eddikashun qualifukashun. The Blak man orter be 
eddikated afore he kin vote with us Wites, signed Mr. Solid South." (Courtesy of Library of Congress) 
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002710390/

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002710390/
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Woman suffrage proponents take part in the suffrage hike from New York City to Washington, D.C. to join the March 3, 
1913 National American Woman Suffrage Association parade. (Courtesy of Library of Congress)
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1776

Declaration of Independence. Right to vote in the 
revolutionary and colonial periods limited to white male 
Protestants over 21 that own property. An 1823 stone 
engraving of the Declaration of Independence is shown 
here. See larger version at the National Archives. 
Declaration of Independence transcription at the National 
Archives.

1787
U.S. Constitution. States are given the power to regulate 
their voting laws, primarily enfranchising white, male 
property owners and taxpayers (about 6% of the 
population).

1790
Naturalization Act of 1790. Free white immigrants can become U.S. citizens.

1792-1838
Free black men lose the right to vote in many northern states.

1792-1856
States abolish property qualifications to voting for white men, which effectively brings about near-
universal white male suffrage. Election Day in Philadelphia in 1815 by John Lewis Krimmel is shown 
here. (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)

https://www.archives.gov/files/founding-docs/downloads/Declaration_Engrav_Pg1of1_AC.jpg


1828
Maryland passes legislation enfranchising Jewish men, becoming the last state to remove religious restrictions to 
voting.

1848
Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo. Citizenship is granted to Mexicans living in territory conquered by the U.S. but 
their vote is suppressed with discrimination and violence.

1868
14th Amendment. Citizenship is granted to people born or naturalized in the U.S.

1870
15th Amendment. States cannot deny the right to vote on grounds of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude, though many states erected legal barriers to voting through poll taxes, literacy tests, and the sanctioned 
terrorism of people of color.

1876
Supreme Court rules that Native Americans are not citizens as defined by the 14th amendment.

1882
Chinese Exclusion Act. People of Chinese ancestry are barred from naturalizing as U.S. citizens.

1887
Dawes Act. Citizenship and suffrage granted to Native Americans who disassociate from their tribe and assimilate 
into white American society. A U.S. Department of the Interior advertisement offering "Indian Land for Sale" in 
1911 is shown here. (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)

1890
Indian Naturalization Act. Native Americans can now apply for citizenship in a manner similar to other foreign 
nationals.

1913
17th Amendment. Voters, rather than state legislatures, can directly elect their senators.

1919
Native Americans who served in the U.S. military are given voting rights.



1920
19th Amendment. Women cannot be denied voting rights on the basis of sex.

1922-1923
Supreme Court rules that people of Japanese and South Asian heritage are ineligible to become citizens.

1924
Indian Citizenship Act. All Native Americans are enfranchised as U.S. citizens regardless of their tribe or 
nation.

1943
Magnuson Act. Chinese immigrants are given citizenship and voting rights.

1952
McCarran-Walter Act. Citizenship is open to all people of Asian ancestry.

1961
23rd Amendment. Washington DC residents gain the right to vote in presidential elections.

1962-1964
The Warren Court establishes the “one man, one vote” system whereby states must redraw voting districts 
so that voting power remains relatively equal.

1964
24th Amendment. Poll taxes are prohibited from federal elections. An anti-poll 
tax button from the 1940s is shown here. (Courtesy of National Museum of 
American History, Smithsonian Institution)

1965
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Landmark legislation that tackles discrimination in elections, as well as provides 
protection for racial and language minorities to register and vote.

1966
Supreme Court prohibits both tax payment and wealth requirements in state elections.

1971
26th Amendment. Lowered the voting age from 21 to 18 in response to protests of the Vietnam War which 
argued that those old enough to be drafted should be eligible to vote.

1986
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act. Gives voting rights to Americans serving on bases and 
ships both at home and abroad.

1993
National Voter Registration Act. Makes voter registration available at the Department of Motor Vehicles.



1996-2008
Twenty-eight states pass laws re-enfranchising felons who lost voting rights while incarcerated. Oregon felons 
may vote upon release from prison. A view looking down the ground floor hallway of the D-Block of the 
Oregon State Penitentiary in 1953 is shown here. (Oregon State Archives I mage) 

2000
Supreme Court rules that residents of U.S. territories like Puerto Rico, Guam, and American Samoa (over 
4 million people), though citizens, cannot vote in presidential elections and have no representation in 
Congress.

2009
Military and Overseas Empowerment Act. Establishes a more efficient means for expats and troops 
overseas to vote by mail or electronically.

2013
Supreme Court rules that part of the Voting Rights Act is unconstitutional, removing a mandate that if 
states or local governments want to change their voting laws they must appeal to the federal 
government.
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Chronology of  Women’s Suffrage Organizations

1896- 
1904

National Association  
of Colored Women

National Association of 
Colored Women’s Clubs1904 Present

1866- 
1869

American Equal 
Rights Association

Congressional Union for 
Women Suffrage

Everybody’s Equal 
Suffrage League1912

1913- 
1917

National  
Women’s Party1916

1890- 
1920

National American 
Woman Suffrage 
Association

American Woman 
Suffrage Association

1869-
1890

National Woman 
Suffrage Association

1869-
1890

League of  
Women Voters1920

International 
Alliance of Women1904

National Council  
of Jewish Women1893

Women’s Christian 
Temperance Movement1873

Women’s Trade 
Union League1903 1950
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1850
Donation Land Claim Act. Allows married wo men to claim land in their own names. The Act was 
passed prior to any U.S. treaty negotiations with Native peoples in the area, for whom Oregon had 
been home for thousands of years. Only “white settlers” and “American half-breed Indians” could 
claim land, and the Act excluded all non-U.S. citizens, including Native peoples (who were not U.S. 
citizens), Blacks, and Hawaiians.

1857
Oregon State Constitutional Convention. Declares that only white men can vote. The convention 
produced the original Oregon Constitution (View transcribed text). The delegates to the convention 
reflected the racist attitudes of the white citizens of the territory. The cover title of the original document 
is shown here.

1864
Federal law allows “competent” Native women to testify in trials.

1866
Oregon passes miscegenation laws prohibiting whites from marrying African Americans, Chinese 
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and other Native peoples.

1870
First Oregon woman suffrage organizations form in Albany and Salem.

1871
Susan B. Anthony tours the Pacific Northwest with 
Abigail Scott Duniway. Susan B. Anthony is shown 
here ca. 1855. (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons)

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Record/9479966


1871-1887
Abigail Scott Duniway publishes The New Northwest, a women’s rights newspaper.

November 1872
Mrs. Mary Beatty, an African American woman living in Portland, joins fellow Oregonians Abigail Scott 
Duniway, Maria Hendee, and Mrs. M.A. Lambert, in casting their votes in the presidential election. The judge 
does not count their votes.

1878
All Oregon taxpayers, regardless of gender, may vote in school elections.

1878
Married Women’s Property Act. Opens the way for married women in Oregon to own their own property and 
enter business arrangements without their husband.

1884
First Oregon vote on woman suffrage. For: 11,223 (28 percent); Against: 28,176.

1893
Oregon allows women to be “eligible to all educational offices within the state.” Previously, women were 
expected to serve only as teachers.     A teacher stands at the head of a Marion County class ca. 1900 in this photo. 
( Oregon State Archives Image)



1896
Oregon Supreme Court case State Ex Rel. v. Stevens declares the 1893 law making women eligible for 
educational office unconstitutional.

1898
Oregon Supreme Court case Harris v. Burr upholds taxpaying women’s right to vote in school elections.

1900
Second Oregon vote on woman suffrage. For: 26,255 (48 percent); Against: 28,402.

1902
Voters adopt the famous Oregon System of initiative and referendum.

1903
Oregon makes it illegal for certain industries, such as factories and laundries, to have women work for 
more than ten hours per day.

1905
The National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA) holds its national convention in 
Portland in conjunction with the Lewis and Clark Exposition. Shown here, visitors walk past the 
Agricultural Palace at the 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition in Portland. (Courtesy of Al Staehli)

1906
Third Oregon vote on woman suffrage. For: 36,902 (44%); Against: 47,075.

1907-1922
Oregon women who marry noncitizens lose their citizenship status. The federal Expatriation Act of 1907, 
which enacted this status, left affected women with forfeited constitutional rights and subject to 
deportation. The Cable Act of 1922 nullifiedthis for all except women who married men ineligible for 
citizenship.

1908
Fourth Oregon vote on woman suffrage. For: 36,858 (39%); Against: 58,670.



1910
Fifth Oregon vote on woman suffrage. For: 35,270 (37 percent); Against: 59,065.

1912
Sixth and final Oregon vote on woman suffrage. For: 61,265 (52%); Against: 57,104. Shown here, a 
handbill calls on Oregon voters to approve woman suffrage in the 1912 election. (Courtesy of University 
of Oregon Library)

1914
Marian B. Towne, a Jackson County Democrat, is the first woman elected to the Oregon House of 
Representatives.

1915
Kathryn Clarke, a Douglas County Republican, is the first woman elected to the Oregon Senate.

1916
Voters in the City of Umatilla elected an all-female slate of candidates including Mayor Laura J. 
Starcher, who replaced her husband.

January 1920
Oregon becomes the twenty-fifth state to ratify the 19th Amendment.

October 1920
Marie Equi, M.D., begins her prison term for protesting World War I.

November 1920
Esther Pohl Lovejoy, Democrat from Oregon’s Third District, is the first woman to run for U.S. 
Congress from Oregon; she gains 44 percent of the vote.



1921
Oregon voters approve jury service for women. Opponents to woman suffrage had argued that women were 
too sentimental to vote or serve on juries. This 1915 drawing by Kenneth Russell Chamberlain for Puck 
magazine pokes fun at that idea. Image courtesy Library of Congress.

1924
Federal Indian Citizenship Act. Makes U.S. citizenship possible for all Native women.

1937
Nan Wood Honeyman becomes the first Oregon woman elected to the US House of Representatives.

1952
McCarran Walter Act. Enables first generation Asian American women to acquire citizenship.

1960-1967
Maurine Neuberger is the first and only woman to represent Oregon in the U.S. Senate.

1960-1970s
Women in the Oregon legislature work to pass laws addressing women’s unequal citizenship in marriage, 
work, health, and legal status.



1973
Oregon legislature votes to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment or ERA. Listen to audio of a Norma Paulus 
speech in favor of the ERA. Shown here are buttons in support of the ERA. (Courtesy of Oklahoma 
Historical Society)

1976
Mae Yih (born Chih Feng Dunn) becomes the first Chinese American to serve in a state Senate in 
the United States. She served in both Oregon House and Senate.

1977
Norma Paulus becomes first woman elected to statewide office as Secretary of State.

1979
Oregon Supreme Court case Gunther v. Washington County expands equal pay for equal work 
toward comparable worth.

1982
Betty Roberts becomes the first woman on the Oregon Supreme Court.

1985
Vera Katz is first woman to serve as Speaker of the Oregon House of Representatives. Of Portland's five 
Jewish mayors, Vera Katz, who was mayor from 1993 to 2005, is the only woman.

1990
Jackie Taylor is the first Native American elected to the Oregon House.

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/RecordHtml/7149854#
https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/RecordHtml/7149854#


1991-1995
Barbara Roberts is the first woman to serve as 
Governor of Oregon. Shown here is a portrait of 
Roberts by Aimee Erickson. The portrait hangs in 
the Oregon State Capitol. (Oregon State Archives 
Image)

1996
Avel Louise Gordly becomes the first African-American woman to be elected to the Oregon Senate.

1998
Oregon becomes the first state in the nation to vote exclusively by mail.

Jackie Winters is elected to the Oregon House of Representatives. She was the first African-American Republican 
ever to serve In the Oregon Legislative Assembly. In 2017, Winters was elected as Senate Minority Leader and 
became the first African-American legislative leader in Oregon.

2002
Susan Castillo is the first female Lantinx official elected to statewide office as the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction.

2012
Ellen Rosenblum becomes the state’s first female attorney general and the first Jewish person to hold the office.

2018
Susheela Jayapal becomes the first South Asian American elected in Oregon to Multnomah County Board of 
Commissioners.

2019
Jo Ann Hardesty becomes the first African-American woman to serve on the Portland City Council .
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June 10, 1919—Illinois

June 10, 1919—Michigan

June 10, 1919—Wisconsin

June 16, 1919—Kansas



June 16, 1919—New York

June 16, 1919—Ohio

June 24, 1919—Pennsylvania

June 25, 1919—Massachusetts

June 28, 1919— Texas



July 2, 1919 — Iowa

July 3, 1919 — Missouri

July 28, 1919— Arkansas

August, 1919— Montana

August, 1919— Nebraska



September 8, 1919— Minnesota

September 10, 1919— New Hampshire

September 30, 1919— Utah

November 1, 1919— California

November 5, 1919— Maine



December 1, 1919— North Dakota

December 5, 1919— South Dakota

December 15, 1919— Colorado

January 6, 1920— Kentucky

January 6, 1920— Rhode Island



January 12, 1920— Oregon

January 16, 1920— Indiana

January 26, 1920— Wyoming

February 7, 1920— Nevada

February 9, 1920— New Jersey



February 11, 1920— Idaho

February 12, 1920— Arizona

February 16, 1920— New Mexico

February 23, 1920— Oklahoma

March 10, 1920— West Virginia



March 22, 1920— Washington

August 18, 1920— Tennessee

September 14, 1920— Connecticut

February 8, 1921— Vermont

March 6, 1923— Delaware



March 29, 1941— Maryland

February 21, 1952— Virginia

September 8, 1953— Alabama

May 13, 1969— Florida

July 1, 1969— South Carolina



February 20, 1970— Georgia

June 11, 1970— Louisiana

May 6, 1971— North Carolina

March 22, 1984— Mississippi
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Inez Milholland Boissevain, sits on a white horse at the National American Woman Suffrage Association parade on 
March 3, 1913 in Washington, D.C. (Image courtesy of Library of Congress)
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Despite the support of a number of men in the decade following the first women's rights meeting in Seneca Falls, New York, 
the conventions that were held throughout the North and West often received unsympathetic reports in the press and 
encountered disruptive groups in the lecture hall. On June 11, 1859, the New York-based newspaper Harper's Weekly 
published a wood engraving mocking the annual conventions, with men in both galleries heckling and interrupting the woman 
at the dais. (Image courtesy of Library of Congress)



@ur 1Roll of 1bonor 
£ontalnlng all tbe 

Signatures to tbt " Dtclaratlon of Stntlmtnts " 
Set "Jortb bY tbe "first 

Woman's·' Rigbts eonuention, 
held at 

Stntca 'Jails, new �ork 

Lucretia Mott 
Harriet Cady Eato·n, 
Margaret Pryor 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
Eunice Newton Foote 
Mary Ann M'Clintock 
Margaret Sc)1ooley 
Mar.tha C. Wright 
Ja�C. Hunt • 
Amy Post 
Catherine F. Stebbins 
Marl' Ann Frink 
Lydia Mount 
Delia Mathews 
Catherine C. Paine 
Elizabeth W. 1\\'Clt'rnocl<

;;,i\fflvij-,a Seymoor 
Rhebe Mosher 
Cf;t\efine Shaw 
!'iepp'fah Scott 
Saraff Hallowell 
Mary· M 'Clintock 
Mary Gilbert 

LADIES: 

Sophronia Taylor 
Cynthia Davis 
Hannah Plant 
Lucy Jones 
Sarah Whitney 
Mary H. Hallowell 
Elizabeth Conklin 
Sally Pitcher 
Mary Conklin 
Susan Quinn 
•Ma"ry S. Mirror
Phebe King 
Julia Ann Qqke
Charlotte Woodward 
Martha Underhill 
Dorothy Mathews 
Eunice Barker
Sarah R. Woods 
Lydia Gild 
Sarah Hoffman 
Elizabeth Leslie 
Martha Ridley 

GENTLEMEN: 

l?id1ard P. Hunt 
Samuel D. Tillman 
Justin Williams 
Elisha Foote 
Frederick Douglass 
Henry W. Seymour 
Henry Seymour 
David Spalding 
William G. Barker 
Elias J. Doty 
John Jones 

William S. Dell 
James Mott 
William Burroughs 
Robert Smallbridge 
Jacob Mathews 
Charles L. Hoskins 
Thomas M'Clintock 
Saron Phillips 
Jacob P. Chamberlain 
Jonathan Metcalf 

Rachel D. Bonnel 
Betsey Tewksbur1 
Rhoda Palmer 
Margaret Jenkins 
Cynthia Fuller 
Mary Martin 
P. A. Culvert 
Susan R. Doty 
Rebecca Race 
Sarah A. Mosher 
Mary ,E. Vai I 
Lucy Spaid i ng 
Lovina Latham 
Sarah Smith 
Eliza Martin 
Maria E. Wilbur 
Elizabeth D. Smith 
Caroline Barker 
Ann Porter 
Experience Gibbs 
Antoinette E. Segur 
Hannah J. Latham 
Sarah Sisson 

Nathan J. Millikeo 
S. E. Woodworth 
Edward F. Underhill 
George W. Pryor 
Joel Bunker 
l�aac VanTassel

• Thomas Dell
E.W. Capron 
Stephen Shear 
Henry Hatley 
Azaliah Schooler 

List of signatures from the Declaration of Sentiments 1848. (Courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons) 
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This 1912 editorial cartoon was shown before movies and theater 
productions across Oregon. Oregon suffragists accused Oregon voting men 
of lagging behind neighboring states on woman suffrage. Idaho women 
gained the vote in 1896, followed by Washington in 1910, and California in 
1911. (Courtesy of The Oregonian) 



Longtime Oregon woman 
suffrage advocate Abigail 
Scott Duniway signs the first 
Equal Suffrage Proclamation 
ever made by a woman on 
November 30, 1912. Oregon 
Governor Oswald West stands 
next to her. (Image courtesy 
of Library of Congress)

View Governor Oswald 
West's 1912 Equal Suffrage 
Proclamation (Oregon State 
Archives): https://
records.sos.state.or.us/
ORSOSWebDrawer/
Recordhtml/9268278

Woman suffrage advocates ride the Oregon Suffrage Lunch Wagon in June 1912. (Courtesy of Amy 
Khedouri) 

https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9268278
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General Jones [left] and Suffrage Pilgrims arrive in 
Washington D.C. for National Woman Suffrage Parade in 
1913, (Courtesy of Library of Congress) https://
www.loc.gov/resource/ggbain.12622/

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24520426
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/24520426
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ggbain.12622/
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This ca. 1910 poster by the National Women's Social and Political Union dramatically 
illustrates prison torture allegations. (Courtesy of Library of Congress) 
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https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2017672095/
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A poster appeals to the patriotism of American women in 1917 during World War I. The 
poster, created by the Civilian Service and Labor Department, reads: “Honor roll of 
women who will work to win the war / Has he registered your name for 
service?” (Courtesy of Library of Congress)
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City of Umatilla Mayor Laura J. Starcher. (Oregon Daily 
Journal, December 17, 1916, page 14)
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https://records.sos.state.or.us/ORSOSWebDrawer/Recordhtml/9430303


Women participate in a suffrage demonstration in Lafayette Square to get the last 
vote in the U.S. Senate before June 4, 1919. (Courtesy of Library of Congress)



Alice Paul raises a glass to celebrate the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment in 1920. (Courtesy of Library of Congress)
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Delegations of women's clubs and organizations converge on Washington, D.C. for 
the first national suffrage parade in 1913. This photo shows the banner of the 
Oregon delegation. (Courtesy of Library of Congress )



This 1910 banner includes the motto of the National 
Association of Colored Women’s Clubs and colors 
that represented the suffrage movement. (Courtesy 
of Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture)



Campaign items, including a National American Woman Suffrage 
Association button and ribbon, helped promote the cause. Gold or yellow 
served as the dominant symbolic color of the pro-suffrage movement. First 
adopted during a suffrage campaign in Kansas in 1867 to mimic the color 
of the state flower, the sunflower. Gold or yellow was often used together 
with white, green, or purple. NAWSA supplied packets of suffrage 
campaign material for states to use in their campaigns, which could include 
ribbons, pennants, and suffrage literature. Top: Votes for Women ribbon 
(Courtesy of Library of Congress); Left: Votes for Women pin (Courtesy of 
Shanna Stevenson); Middle and Right: NAWSA ribbon and Votes for 
Women pin. (Courtesy of Schlesinger Library, Harvard University)
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Two leaders of the suffrage movement, Carrie Chapman Catt 
and Anna Howard Shaw, in 1917. (Courtesy of Library of 
Congress )
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Duniway worked as an educator, editor, and activist for over 50 
years. A colleague of Susan B. Anthony and other luminaries,      
Duniway was active on a national level, but won greatest success 
in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
ing the winning vote for universal woman suffrage in Idaho, then 
Washington, and finally in her home state of Oregon. When the 
state did pass suffrage legislation in 1912, a 79-year-old Duniway 
personally wrote the Oregon Women Suffrage Proclamation in her 
own hand.
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in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
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Otero-Warren, a member of Santa Fe’s social elite, was active in 
politics as well as the woman suffrage movement. Otero-Warren 
headed the New Mexico’s chapter of the Congressional Union for 
Women’s Suffrage. To reach the widest audience, Otero-Warren in-
sisted that suffrage literature in the Southwest be published in both 
English and Spanish. Her language inclusivity extended to her ten-
ure as the superintendent of Santa Fe County schools and inspector 
of Indian schools where she denounced the federal government’s 
practice of banning Spanish and Indigenous languages in boarding 
schools.

WingsWings
On On HerHer           OWNOWNWings
Oregon Women  Oregon Women  
and the Struggle for Suffrageand the Struggle for Suffrage

It can be hard to imagine only 100 years ago women weren’t 
allowed to vote in the United States. The fight for this right 
took many years of dedication and sacrifice from different 
people who make up the mixed fabric of our country. This 
deck of cards introduces 25 historical figures who were vital 
in the struggle. These profiles are part of the Oregon State 
Archives’ 2020-21 exhibit On Her Own Wings: Oregon 
Women and the Struggle for Suffrage. The exhibit tells the 
story of the struggle for suffrage in Oregon and across  
the United States. It explores the circumstances in which 
people and organizations operated and the strategies they 
used. This exhibit also looks at the social movements that 
shaped activists’ views and arguments for and against suffrage.   

View our online exhibit @
https://sos.oregon.gov/archives/exhibits/suffrage/pages/default.aspx
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Duniway worked as an educator, editor, and activist for over 50 
years. A colleague of Susan B. Anthony and other luminaries,      
Duniway was active on a national level, but won greatest success 
in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
ing the winning vote for universal woman suffrage in Idaho, then 
Washington, and finally in her home state of Oregon. When the 
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Cannady is considered one of Oregon’s most prominent civil rights 
activists. She edited The Advocate, the state’s largest African Amer-
ican newspaper. Cannady was also a founding member of the Port-
land chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) in 1913. She was a fierce advocate for 
equality: regularly protesting against segregation, the Ku Klux 
Klan’s activity in Oregon, and the prison and justice systems. In 
1922, she graduated from Northwestern College of Law, becoming 
the first black woman to graduate from law school in the state of 
Oregon. She advocated for state civil rights bills, and helped to in-
tegrate public schools in Oregon and Washington.
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Duniway worked as an educator, editor, and activist for over 50 
years. A colleague of Susan B. Anthony and other luminaries,      
Duniway was active on a national level, but won greatest success 
in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
ing the winning vote for universal woman suffrage in Idaho, then 
Washington, and finally in her home state of Oregon. When the 
state did pass suffrage legislation in 1912, a 79-year-old Duniway 
personally wrote the Oregon Women Suffrage Proclamation in her 
own hand.
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Paul worked with the National American Woman Suffrage Associ-
ation and then went on to found the National Woman’s Party. She 
was highly educated with a master’s degree in sociology, a PhD in 
economics, and a law degree. Repeatedly arrested and brutalized 
by authorities, Paul and her counterparts continued their quiet pro-
test for over a year until congress sent the 19th Amendment to the 
states for ratification in 1919. Additionally, Paul agitated to end 
legal discrimination against women by writing what would become 
the Equal Rights Amendment, establishing a UN Commission on 
the Status of Women, and pushing to have language prohibiting 
discrimination based on sex in the Civil Rights Act. 
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Duniway worked as an educator, editor, and activist for over 50 
years. A colleague of Susan B. Anthony and other luminaries,      
Duniway was active on a national level, but won greatest success 
in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
ing the winning vote for universal woman suffrage in Idaho, then 
Washington, and finally in her home state of Oregon. When the 
state did pass suffrage legislation in 1912, a 79-year-old Duniway 
personally wrote the Oregon Women Suffrage Proclamation in her 
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Gram was among the “Silent Sentinels” arrested for picketing in 
front of the White House in 1917. She was arrested twice, and even-
tually sentenced to serve 30 days at a workhouse. Once jailed she 
joined a hunger strike along with other protestors. Doctors force-
fed the protestors against their will, however the strikers succeeded 
and were freed after two weeks. The torturous methods of feeding 
these women were publicized, and their suffering had a profound 
effect on public opinion. Gram showed the nation what women were 
willing to endure in order to secure their right to vote, and what the 
law was willing to do in order to suppress them. 
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Catt joined the suffrage movement and gained notoriety for her 
speaking skills. She became the National American Woman Suf-
frage Association president and during her tenure created the “Win-
ning Plan” which coordinated the drive for the 19th Amendment 
with state suffrage campaigns. More conservative than younger 
members of her organization, Catt was wary of expanding voting 
rights to foreigners, the illiterate, and women of color. She also op-
posed militant tactics and supported President Wilson’s war effort 
in World War I, an issue that divided the suffrage movement.
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In 1916, Rankin ran for U.S. Congress on a platform of peace and 
social welfare. Rankin pushed for a congressional committee on suf-
frage, which proposed a constitutional amendment granting women 
suffrage. Rankin opened the floor debate and voted “yea” in the 
House, which passed the measure, but the Senate overturned the 
bill. Rankin again ran for Congress in 1940 at the age of 60 and 
won. Her commitment to peace still guided her politics, and in 1941 
Rankin was the only member of Congress to vote against declaring 
war on Japan after the attack on Pearl Harbor. Holding to her be-
liefs was wildly unpopular with the public, and she would not seek 
office again, retiring to a life of social activism. 
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Douglass freed himself from slavery, becoming a national leader for 
the causes of suffrage and abolition. Douglass was the only African 
American present at the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention, and one of 
only 32 men to sign the Declaration of Sentiments. In 1866, Doug-
lass founded the American Equal Rights Association with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony to push for universal suffrage. 
Their relationship soon soured in debates over the 15th Amend-
ment. They disagreed over the exclusion of sex from the language 
of the amendment. Douglass celebrated the amendment’s passage as 
an incremental victory, but continued to agitate for women’s rights 
for the rest of his life. 
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The daughter of freed slaves, Redmond lived in Portland when Or-
egon’s laws and constitution prevented black Americans from living 
in the state. Portland society barred Redmond from the women’s 
rights groups frequented by white suffragists. She instead orga-
nized meetings on suffrage and served as president of the Colored 
Women’s Equal Suffrage Association. Like many other women of 
color, Redmond’s life and contributions to suffrage were virtually 
unknown until the 21st century. Historians uncovered her records 
in 2012 while conducting research during the centennial of Oregon 
woman suffrage. Celebrated only posthumously, Redmond’s grave 
now bears the inscription “Black American Suffragist.”
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Wells-Barnett spent her life fighting against the racism and sexism 
of white America using her journalistic skill to campaign against 
lynching. She studied accounts of lynching and published her find-
ings in two pamphlets. Wells-Barnett explained that white men got 
away with murdering African American men by allegedly defending 
the honor of white women, and the unjust irony that, in contrast, 
black women had no recourse against sexual assault by white men. 
As a suffragist, Wells-Barnett shone light on the link between racial 
and gender discrimination, furthering the cause of black feminism. 
She saw woman suffrage as a means for black women to become po-
litically involved and elect African Americans to influential offices. 

Courtesy of N
ational P

ort
rai

t G
all

er
y



OREGON STATE ARCHIVES  https://sos.oregon.gov/archives

AB
IG

AI
L 

SC
O

TT
 D

U
N

IW
AY

Courtesy of W
ikimedia 

Com
mon

s 

Duniway worked as an educator, editor, and activist for over 50 
years. A colleague of Susan B. Anthony and other luminaries,      
Duniway was active on a national level, but won greatest success 
in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
ing the winning vote for universal woman suffrage in Idaho, then 
Washington, and finally in her home state of Oregon. When the 
state did pass suffrage legislation in 1912, a 79-year-old Duniway 
personally wrote the Oregon Women Suffrage Proclamation in her 
own hand.

H
EL

LE
N

 K
EL

LE
R

Keller lost her sight and hearing but learned braille, sign language, 
and speech, and graduated from Radcliffe College in 1904. Best re-
membered as an activist for disabled peoples, Keller also spoke out 
for woman suffrage, birth control, and pacifism. She was a radical 
socialist and a member of the International Workers of the World. 
She advocated against U.S. imperialism and railed against the pow-
er of wealth in government. In 1920, the same year as the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment, Keller co-founded the American Civil Lib-
erties Union. Then as now, the American public celebrated Keller’s 
activism for women and disabled people while glossing over her 
more radical politics. 
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Clarke was the first woman to serve in the Oregon state Senate 
and made national headlines as an example of women’s progress 
in the government as a result of gaining suffrage. Her cousin, who 
was the Oregon governor, appointed her as a senator, following a 
subsequent resignation. Although a campaign was run against her 
to oust her from office, Clarke prevailed and won the election. Fol-
lowing her victory, she supported bills that raised salaries for coun-
ty employees, and later that same year, began pushing for a federal 
amendment for women’s voting rights.
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Bryant graduated from the University of Oregon in 1909 and quick-
ly made a name for herself as a poet, columnist, and radical feminist. 
In the effort to gain women’s voting rights, she traveled the state, 
turning her writing skills to speeches and lectures. After moving to 
New York briefly, Bryant moved to Russia at the end of World War 
I to write about the Bolshevik Revolution. Her most famous work, 
Six Months in Russia, was read across the United States in part for 
its sensational reports of powerful female revolutionaries.
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Burns was a radical Irish Catholic from Brooklyn whose studies at 
Oxford exposed her to militant suffragists in Britain. Burns was 
among the “Silent Sentinels” who picketed in front of the White 
House. Burns was arrested and confined to the Occoquan Work-
house where she and fellow suffragists staged hunger strikes. She 
was held in solitary confinement, force-fed, and beaten and left 
overnight with her hands cuffed above her head. Once freed, Burns 
engaged in nationwide speaking tours until the 19th Amendment 
was ratified. After its passage she retired from activism, devoting 
her life to the Catholic Church and an orphaned niece. 
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In her career as a Portland doctor, Equi was a fierce proponent 
of working-class women and children. A believer in women’s re-
productive rights, she also provided access to contraceptives and 
abortions. After witnessing a police crackdown on Portland’s work-
ing-class women during a strike, Equi protested for better working 
conditions, aligned herself with the International Workers of the 
World, and declared herself a socialist and anarchist. The federal 
government noticed Equi’s radicalism and wiretapped her home and 
office. In her personal life, Equi lived openly in romantic relation-
ships with women. She even adopted a daughter with her partner 
Harriet Speckart, an heiress of the Olympia Brewing Company.
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Thompson began practicing medicine in 1867 and gained noteri-
ety as the Portland’s first woman physician. Like many others who 
came after her, Thompson’s activism stemmed from her experience 
as a doctor. She advocated for women and infants, and pushed for 
sanitation, rest, and recuperation. Thompson gave speeches and 
lectures around the state and nation, and when the 19th Amend-
ment was introduced to the U.S. Senate, she was one of 13 women 
to address the senate. In her speech, she spoke of the moral quality 
of women, and her sincere belief that voting rights were the cure to 
political corruption and vice. 
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Talbert was an educator, activist, human rights proponent, and one 
of the best-known African Americans of her time. Talbert lectured 
across the U.S. and abroad on the oppression of African Ameri-
cans and became a major influence in bringing black women into 
international women’s organizations. She also founded the Niaga-
ra Movement, the predecessor of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). As a suffragist, Talbert 
advocated for women of all races to work together for the cause. 
She worked to raise awareness among prominent white feminists 
on the importance of supporting women who were marginalized 
and less privileged.
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Shaw was both a medical doctor and ordained as the first wom-
an minister of the Methodist Protestant Church. She was also a 
prominent advocate for the temperance movement, and dedicated 
to the cause of woman suffrage. In 1904, Shaw became president 
of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). 
While she fought for the rights of working-class women, Shaw was 
uninterested in obtaining suffrage for women of color. A commit-
ted nativist, Shaw’s anti-immigrant politics were laced through her 
speeches and lectures. Under her direction, NAWSA treated Afri-
can American suffragists and other minorities with hostility, leav-
ing a mixed legacy.
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A renowned poet and activist, Field was a committed Christian 
and socialist. While performing missionary work in India and Bur-
ma, she witnessed the suffering caused by colonialism and income 
inequality. Field’s exposure to the working poor led her to adopt 
radical ideas. After moving to Oregon, Field involved herself with 
the woman suffrage campaign led by Abigail Scott Duniway. She 
joined the Oregon College Equal Suffrage League and toured the 
state giving speeches on voting rights. In 1915, suffrage leader Alice 
Paul chose Field to take a petition of 500,000 signatures advocating 
woman suffrage by car to President Wilson at the White House.
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Anthony, one of America’s best-known suffragists, began her career 
in activism as an abolitionist. Though she was avidly anti-slavery, 
Anthony did not always support racially universal suffrage, and 
publicly voiced her belief that white women were more deserving 
of voting rights than African Americans. Together with Elisabeth 
Cady Stanton, Anthony formed the National Woman Suffrage As-
sociation which pushed for a national amendment granting women 
the right to vote. Though she worked for over 50 years to attain 
woman suffrage, Anthony would not live to see the passage of the 
19th Amendment. In honor of her struggle, this decisive bill was 
nicknamed the “Anthony Amendment.” 
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Leung Schulze, born in San Francisco, grew up in a racially segre-
gated society. In 1910, Leung Schulze took the civil service exam 
and became the first Chinese American woman to be an employee 
of the federal government. She worked as a translator for Chinese 
immigrants at the Angel Island Immigration Station. After women 
won the right to vote in California, Leung Schulze voted in the 1912 
presidential primary. She is believed to be the first Chinese woman 
to vote in the U.S., and perhaps the first ethnic Chinese woman to 
vote in the world. She continued working as an advocate for women 
and Chinese Americans in the San Francisco area for the rest of her 
life.
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Phillips was an abolitionist and early advocate for women’s rights. 
A member of the free-produce movement, he refused to wear cotton 
or eat cane sugar since both crops were produced by slaves. In the 
1850s, Phillips used his oratory and writing skills to build support 
for woman suffrage. Unusual for white Americans of the era, he ar-
gued that the 14th and 15th amendments granted citizenship to Na-
tive Americans. He lobbied against using the military to dislocate 
indigenous peoples in the western territories, and accused the army 
of racial extermination. Phillips continued to support Native Amer-
ican land claims even after public opinion turned against him, and 
vocally advocated for an end to all U.S. Indian removal policies.
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A member of the Yankton Dakota Sioux, Zitkala-Ša, or Gertrude 
Simmons Bonnin, was taken from her home as a child to attend 
a Quaker boarding school. Though she enjoyed learning to read, 
write, and play European music, Zitkala-Ša mourned for the cul-
ture which she was stripped of by her forced assimilation. She was 
deeply critical of the American Indian boarding school system, pub-
lishing articles condemning it, and working to preserve traditional 
cultures through her role as  secretary of the Society of American 
Indians. She also continuously advocated for citizenship, voting 
rights, healthcare, and education for all Native Americans. 
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The physician and suffragist Lovejoy promoted the idea of woman 
voters as agents of public health. She believed that woman suffrage 
was the key to creating safer and healthier communities. This was 
a subject close to home for Lovejoy, who lost both her son and first 
husband to disease. Lovejoy and other woman physicians were a 
powerful voice in local politics and at the time around 8 percent of 
all physicians in Oregon were women – over double the national 
average. Lovejoy worked closely with these women and many other 
organizations, building a strong coalition to promote radical no-
tions of equal suffrage as a remedy for social ills.
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Duniway worked as an educator, editor, and activist for over 50 
years. A colleague of Susan B. Anthony and other luminaries,      
Duniway was active on a national level, but won greatest success 
in her native Pacific Northwest. She was instrumental in organiz-
ing the winning vote for universal woman suffrage in Idaho, then 
Washington, and finally in her home state of Oregon. When the 
state did pass suffrage legislation in 1912, a 79-year-old Duniway 
personally wrote the Oregon Women Suffrage Proclamation in her 
own hand.
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Weeks was an activist in Portland’s African American communi-
ty following Oregon’s 1912 proclamation of woman suffrage. She 
aimed to organize and empower local black women as voters in a 
system that had previously disavowed their sex and race. She in-
vited visitors to the Portland African American community, and 
helped build networks with activists outside Oregon. Weeks helped 
to organize a 1914 meeting for women of color to support the Re-
publican party, which was popular with African Americans until the 
Great Depression. This led to the formation of the Colored Wom-
en’s Republican Club. Weeks was elected president, and her chief 
aim was the registration of African American women to vote. 
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��������	
����
�����������������������������
�����
������������� !"#$�%&'&()!#��*+,
�-�.�����/

01123245�678�92:7�;1
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Abigail Scott Duniway’s first voter registration card from 1913, just 
months after the successful campaign to extend voting rights to Oregon 
women. (Oregon State Archives)



Duniway loved public speaking and never looked back after giving her first 
public speech in 1870. She actively lectured, upwards of 200 lectures some years, 
and often spoke extemporaneously, despite Susan B. Anthony's caution to the 
contrary. (Courtesy of University of Oregon Library)



Announcement for a series of lectures circa 1886 by Abigail Scott 
Duniway. (Courtesy of University of Oregon Library)
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���������	
����
�����������������������������������

������� �!"#�$�%"�&�
'�("�)&*%"*%+,-�.-/-�0123456748�9-7-/:36-9�7;�<;/=-�>7?-�@9:363A7/573;6B�7;�75C-�37A=?;3=-�D�-37?-/�7;�E-/:37�1A�7;�=;67361-�;1/�E-5=-<14�5F37573;6�;/�7;�A75697?-�/-5=73;6�.?3=?�.5A�36-G37524-�3<�7?-8�3:E/3A;6-9�1AHI�J"(&*��*�KJ�L�!�$��L&*(�%M"�NO�PQ� "*%�Q"*%�*" $R��JJ"$%"S�!M� "T��U"%�*(��*��J&*%�&��%M"�VM�%"�W&X$"��*�Y&Z"L#"J[�O\O]̂�_"%%̀[���aNb̀"�Jb& S�%"��M"J[��*S�M"J�$�$%"J�c ��"[���aab̀"�Jb& S�d&XJ*� �$%[�!"J"��M�J("S�!�%M&#$%JX�%�*(�%J������SXJ�*(�%M"�J�*&*Z�& "*%�TJ&%"$%̂�eM"̀�!"J"�J" "�$"S�#̀��dXS("���%"J�!�J*�*(�%M"L�&��%M"�S�*("J$�&��J"Z& X%�&*�J̀���%�Z�%̀̂f*S"%"JJ"S[�%M"�$�$%"J$�J"%XJ*"S�%&�%M"�T��U"%� �*"�%M�%�$�L"�S�̀ �̂eM"̀�!"J"�(��*��JJ"$%"S��&J�&#$%JX�%�*(�%J�����[��*S�%M�$�%�L"�$"*%"*�"S�%&�$"JZ"�ghS�̀$��%�%M"����&iX�*�V&JUM&X$"̂�*�"�d�� "S[�c ��"��*S�_"%%̀�d&�*"S���MX*("J�$%J�U"�� &*(�!�%M�&%M"J�!&L"*�JJ"$%"S��*�V�$M�*(%&*�ĵ)̂�!M&�!"J"�"*(�(�*(��*�%M"�$%JX(( "��&J�*�%�&*� !&L�*�$X��J�("̂�eM"��X%M&J�%�"$�J"$T&*S"S�#̀�$"*S�*(��*�S&�%&J$�%&��&J�"b�""S�%M"�TJ&%"$%&J$��(��*$%�%M"�J�!�  ̂�eM"�$�$%"Jk$�"��&J%$�$X��""S"S��*�%M""*S[��*S�%M"�$%J�U"J$�!"J"��J""S���%"J�%!&�!""U$̂�eM"�%&J%XJ&X$�L"%M&S$�&��""S�*(�%M"$"�!&L"*�!"J"�!�S" ̀�TX# ���l"S[�M&!"Z"J[��*S�%M"�J�$X��"J�*(M�S���TJ&�&X*S�"��"�%��&*�TX# ���&T�*�&*̂�eM"�KJ�L�$�$%"J$�$M&!"S�%M"*�%�&*�!M�%�!&L"*�!"J"�!�  �*(�%&�"*SXJ"��*�&JS"J�%&�$"�XJ"�%M"�J�J�(M%�%&�Z&%"[��*S�!M�%�%M"� �!�!�$�!�  �*(�%&�S&��*&JS"J�%&�$XTTJ"$$�%M"L�̂
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xŷ ]YbOz
MNOOPQRSSeeeW]]̀ZWUaXSÛ a{NbQOUazSn
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https://books.google.com/books/about/African_American_women_in_the_struggle_f.html?id=WLuHAAAAMAAJ
https://www.aafe.org/our-history/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://museum.archives.gov/exhibits
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/womenshistory/19th-amendment.htm
https://www.portland.gov/auditor/archives
https://oregonnews.uoregon.edu/
https://www.oregonencyclopedia.org/
https://www.ohsu.edu/historical-collections-archives
https://www.ohs.org/
https://www.oregon.gov/library/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.oregonwomenshistory.org/
https://www.pbs.org/video/oregon-experience-suffragists/
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https://library.uoregon.edu/special-collections
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.ohsu.edu/historical-collections-archives
https://www.ohs.org/
http://www.oregonwomenshistory.org/
https://www.radcliffe.harvard.edu/schlesinger-library
https://library.uoregon.edu/special-collections
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
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