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OWLS Honors Leaders at Roberts-Deiz Dinner

By Rose Alappat

ive hundred people gathered on March 8 to
F celebrate the recipients of the 21st annual
Justice Betty Roberts and Judge Mercedes
Deiz Awards. ’ .

The Justice Betty Rob-
erts Award was present-
ed to the Honorable
Jean Kerr Maurer of
the Multnomah County
Circuit Court, and the
Judge Mercedes Deiz
Award was presented
to Julia E. Markley, a
partner at Perkins Coie
in Portland.

The sold-out Roberts-
Deiz Dinner, held for
the second year at the
Nines Hotel in Portland,
was immediately pre-
ceded by the ever-popular OWLS Foundation si-
lent auction. OWLS members and friends enjoyed
the venue while socializing and placing bids.

During dinner, OWLS President Megan Liver-
more thanked the dinner sponsors, including
title sponsor Paulson Coletti Trial Attorneys, and
recognized the distinguished judges, political
leaders, and guests in attendance.

Simon Whang presented the Judge Mercedes
Deiz Award to Julia Markley. The Judge Mercedes
Deiz Award recognizes an individual who has
made an outstanding contribution to promoting
minorities in the legal profession and the com-
munity. The long-standing, collegial relationship
between Simon and Julia was apparent in Simon’s
energetic, humorous, and sincere tribute to Julia.

Simon praised Julia’s many professional accom-
plishments, including founding the Oregon Asian
Pacific American Bar Association (OAPABA), which
now includes over 170 members. In addition to
her work with a variety of minority organizations,
Julia has also served on several judicial selection
committees and actively promotes diversity in her
law firm. Julia remembered attending her first
Roberts-Deiz Awards Dinner and her first conven-
tion for the National Asian Pacific American Bar
Association (NAPABA). The experiences inspired
her to become involved with OWLS and minority
associations, including OAPABA.
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Kerr Maurer (left) and Julia E. Markley

Julia also acknowledged the people who have
guided her professional success, including Paul
Hirose, a senior counsel at Perkins Coie and
former president of
NAPABA, who showed
her, among other
things, the proper way
to exchange business
9! cards. At the end of her

| speech, Julia thanked
her family and invited
i hertwo children to join
her on stage to “get
out their wiggles,” no
doubt an experience
all three will remember
for a while.

Next, Sanam (Sam)
Dowlatdad present-
ed the Justice Betty
Roberts Award to Judge Jean Kerr Maurer. The
Justice Betty Roberts Award recognizes an indi-
vidual who has made an outstanding contribution
to promoting women in the legal profession and
the community. Sam emphasized her appreciation
for Judge Maurer’s professional guidance and
personal friendship over the years, which has
included providing advice during career transi-
tions and officiating at Sam’s wedding.

In addition to her informal role mentoring
women in the legal profession, Judge Maurer
also participates in several legal organizations,
including the Gender Fairness Task Force of the
Oregon Supreme Court and the OWLS Queen’s
Bench Board of Directors.

When discussing the role of a mentor, Judge
Maurer recalled her failed attempt to join her
school’s cheerleading squad. Although she did
not make the squad, watching it did leave an
impression. Judge Maurer compared mentoring
to cheerleading—it is about providing support
and encouragement.

She left the audience with some parting advice:
“Be yourselves. Do what you're good at. Work
hard.” It's good advice, which both Julia and
Judge Maurer seem to have followed.

Rose Alappat is a corporate attorney at Perkins
Coie in Portland.
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