200Gy

February 13, 1975

Board of County Commissioners

Lane County Courthouse

Eugene, Oregon 97401

Dear Commissioners Elliot, Hayward and Wood:

Your concern about gaining formal adoption of the
Greenway plan by the Land Conservation and Development
Commission is shared by me.

‘I've asked the appropriate people in state
government to move the Greenway plan along as quickly
as possible.

Thanks very much for your interest.

Sincerely,

Govarnor

RWS:t
" boe: Xen Johnson
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February 4, 1975

The Honorable Robert W. Straub
Governor of Oregon

Capitol Building

Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Governor,

The Attorney General's interpretation of the Greenway
Bill has placed a moratorium on all Greenway acquisitions
funded by the bill until the Greenway Plan is formally
adopted by the Land Conservation and Development Commission.
This not only freezes the state-~-funded program, but in
effect it impounds twice as much in federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund money allocated for this purpose.

Lane County and the City of Eugene are waiting to

move on one million dollars worth of Greenway acquisitions
on the River Road and Willakenzie frontage, in Alton Baker
Park, and in the Buford Recreation Area. Timing on these._
transactions is becoming critical in view of pressures for
irrevocable conversion of much of these lands for other
uses. We understand that there are also applications from
other Willamette River Counties which are similarly stalled.

We are also concerned that further prolonged extension
of the moratorium will jeopardize our largest financial
resource, the federal Greenway grant. This comes from the
small Land and Water contingency fund which is allocated
at the personal discretion of the Secretary of the Interior.
There is very recent precedent for withholding Land and Water
funds which have lain idle too long.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS / LANE COUNTY COURTHOUSE / EUGENE, OREGON 97401 / PHONE (503) 687-4203
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The proposed Greenway Plan has undergone exhaustive
review during the planning process and since its com-
pletion. We understand that it has not encountered any
significant opposition. We urge you to press forcefully
for earliest possible LCDC action on the Greenway Plan
and terminate the present moratorium on our action
programs.

Yours truly,

Board of County Commissioners
Lane County, Oregon

“Frank A. Elllott
Commissioner

Loceor I 113 S

Nancy M. Hayward
Commissioner

Rdbert Ef. WOod
Commissioner

PRB/df




Robert W. Straub

GOVERNOR

F. B. KLABOE
Administrator of Highways

OREGON STATE
HIGHWAY DIVISION

HIGHWAY BUILDING ® SALEM, OREGON ® 97310

’ Februaxry 18, 1975

Mr. Keith Burns
Governor's Office
State Capitol
Salem, OR 97310

Deaxr Mr.. Burns:

The following is our brief analysis of the histoxy of
the Greenway project as requested by Governor Straub.

In the 1966 Gubernatorial Campaign, State Treasurer
Bob Straub proposed a bold program to preserve the Willamette
and its banks as a recreation corridor the length of the
rapidly urbanizing Willamette Valley. His opponent, Secretary
of State Tom McCall, endorsed the idea enthusiastically.

. Shortly after the election, McCall called on the State
Parks unit to prepare a Willamette Plan--he needed a platform
from which to launch legislative action to get the Greenway

- going. A volunteer planning team was hastily assembled and

the project moved ahead smoothly until discussions began
about "how fast and hard to push the project--should it be
an aggressive, bold, state agency project or should it be a
more subtle, soft sell approach—-land acquisition mostly by
local government, etc.® The planning team was evenly divided
on the issue. The Governor's office made the decision--it
was to be the soft sell approach—-let's don't kill the idea
right at the beginning by an over-—aggressive start with a
request for lots of money, etc., which would frighten the
conservatives and, particularly the farming community. The
decision had been made. '

A bill was quickly drafted which would authorize the
Transportation Commission to make 50-50 matching grants for
cities and counties to purchase land along the river. During
the hearings, the faxm lobby objected to condemnation and, it
was deleted from the bill. Kess Cannon of the Governor's
office asked if I had any objections and I replied no, since
it would not affect the State Parks Program--the bill under
discussion concerned a local grant-in-aid program and they
could probably get along without condemnation since cities
and counties only rarely thought of condemnation for parks.

A DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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This is an important point--the farmers later insisted
that the ban on condemnation in that 1967 bill was intended
for State Parks too.

The bill passed and $800,000 was allotted to the grant-
in-aid program in the 1967-69 Budget period. The program
started with lots of fanfare--meetings with local officials,
boat trips, etc., but, while there were a respectable number
of city and county projects, it became obvious that at the
rate of 2 or 3 miles a year, it was going to take forever
to protect the some 150 miles identified in the original
plan. 1In this period, the program got a big financial
boost when the Federal government agreed to put up some
special funds from the Land and Water Conservation Fund
to help the Greenway project along. Now, a city or county
could get 75% financing for their river front park projects--
they would put up 25%, the State 25% and the Federal government
50%.

A review of progress, in terms of miles of river
protected, in 1970 showed less than ten miles purchased.
The Governor's Greenway Committee searched for ideas to

_ get the program moving faster. Glenn Jackson, Chairman of

the Transportation Commission which funded the State's share
of the project, suggested that State Parks put a program
together for "a State Park in each county along the river."

The State Parks people came back with the suggestion
that five fairly large parks located to serve all the counties
would be better than the one park per county idea. The proposal
was approved by the Governor's Committee, the Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Committee and, was presented to and approved by
each County Court or Boaxd of County Commissioners along the
river. State Parks began the long process of land acquisition--
which is not yet completed.

o In 1971 the Governor's Committee again assessed progress
and agreed that "something more was needed" in light of the
progress being made by local government.

A new program was born, called the Greenway Corridor
Program. The idea was for State Parks to go out and buy the
long narrow fringes of vegetation along the river. Governor
McCall received $5 million in special federal aid which was
matched by the State--through the normal legislative Budget
prbcess. The massive program got underway with as many as
30 highway right-of-way agents contacting river bank property
owners in early 1972.
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In this new program, no farm lands were to be purchased
except in those instances where the owner was willing to sell
all property but not just the river front. In these cases,
the farm land was to be leased or resold as quickly as possible.

Most farmers didn't want to sell. At a meeting of the
Governor's Committee, the matter was discussed and it was
decided to resort to condemnation if necessary. The potential
political repercussions were discussed. While no condemnation
proceedings were initiated, several farm owners along the river
were informed about the condemnation policy decision. The news
spread like wildfire! And, this all occurred at about the same
time negotiations began with the principle owner of one of the
proposed five state parks--a large and beautiful area in Linn
County which included some farm land above the flood plain.
This was the Van Leeuwen farm, and the wife, Liz Van Leeuwen,
became the principle spokesman and lobbyist for the new Green-
way Law in the 1973 Legislative session.

The news about condemnation spread fast and the farmers
organized quickly--they cried foul, saying that they had allowed
the Greenway bill to get through the 1967 session because they
had been assured that there would be no condemnation--this was
dirty government at its worst!

Influential legislators sympathetic to the farmers moved
swiftly to stop the project--at an Emergency Board meeting the
acquisition funds in the Parks Budget were quietly shifted to
another Budget item. The acquisition program froze.

Glenn Jackson appeared before the next meeting of the
Emergency Board and was chastised for circumventing the so
called "no condemnation" matter in the 1967 Legislative session.
Jackson defended the program saying that it would never be
accomplished without condemnation but if they would return the
funds to the acquisition Budget, no farm land would be condemned
before the upcoming Legislation session (1973 session) had a
chance to consider the entire program. It was so agreed and
the program moved forward on a "willing seller" basis only.

From an acquisition standpoint, this was not very fruitful
since all of the willing sellers had been pretty well exhausted
before consideration of condemnation became apparent.

The "no farm land" agreement seriously compromised con-
demnation suits in progress for the "5 state parks" project
began a year or so before the corridor project, Voluntary
nonsuits were taken by the State resulting in a $25,000
attorney fee for one file alone.
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The "farmers" were well prepared for the 1973 Legislative
session. A bill completely sympathetic to the. farmer and gravel
operations was introduced by Willamette Valley legislators. The
. hearings were packed with "anti-parks" witnesses who talked about
private property rights, trespassers, the need to save farm land,
etc. In all the hearings in the House and Senate, there were
only one or two who decried the death of the "old Greenway
Program." Who could possibly stand up in favor of condemning
the poor hard working farmer! There was no strong effort to
present the other side of the case!

As the planning effort prescribed in the law got undexway
in 1973~74, the anti-greenway forces stayed right on top of the
project--attending all the public meetings and workshops. Their
push for a "weak" state program was fully supported by local
leaders--who are usually jealous of maintaining local prerogatives.

The plan as presently written is an extension of save the
farm lands for farming, keep local decisions at the local level
thrust emphasized in the early 1970's.

Chairman Jackson wants to stress the need for restoring
condemnation authority for the corridor project. The program
will fail without this strong negotiating measure. Also, more
and more river front property owners are telling us that they
would be morxe willing to sell under threat of condemnation
because of the tax benefits.

The present Greenway Law is the result of another .example
of "rule by the minority." The people of Oregon have strongly
supported the Scenic Waterway Program and would also support a
return to. the original concept of the Greenway. As you may
recall, we went through this same process on the beach--local
interests clamored for local control and talked at length about
public abuse of their property. The beach program has been a
success, local objections have been proven groundless, but, we
would never have gotten the job done without the authority of
condemnation behind our negotiations with property owners.

We do not want to condemn and own farm lands. We want
to buy and protect the many miles of brush land bordering the
river. If farm lands arxe bought of necessity during negotiations
for the river bank vegetation, then the farm lands will be leased
or resold as quickly as possible.
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For those who fear abuse of power in the program, we
suggest a special Governor's. Committee to review any instances
where there's any question about the need for the land, the
need for condemmnation, etg.

truly yours,

N\ /

PJavid G. Talbot
State: Parks Superintendent

DGT :1b

cc: Glenn Jackson
Ken Johnson
Janet McLennan
George Baldwin
Fred Klaboe
Bob Potter
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Mr. Robert W. Straub
Governor

State Office Building
Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Bob:

Needless to say I was thrilled with the results of the last elec-
tion, particularly the governor's race. Since then I have observed with
interest and approval the orderly transition of the office from one execu-
tive to the next and the day-to-day emergence of the distinctive charac-
teristics of the Straub administration.

From radio and newspaper accounts I have only a general understand-
ing of the changes you have suggested for the Willamette Greenway. I un-
derstand you are proposing that the state acquire ownership of a stip
along one or both sides of the river from Eugene to Wilsonville. I applaud
this return to your original concept. It's obviously a much stronger pro-
posal. I would appreciate it if you would have someone from your office
send me a copy of the specific recommendations you are making. If they take
the form of Tegislation, a copy of the bill is requested. The Sierra Club
and Lane County Willamette Greenway Association will be interested in the
specifics of your proposals, and I am confident they will support them.

I am concerned about the delay the preliminary Willamette Greenway
Plan has encountered being put into its final form. I understand the need
for care, but I am afraid some or all of the federal money may be lost or
diminished in value through inflation if too much more delay ensues.

I assume the State Parks Department and Transportation Commission
should continue their revision and review of the present plan in the face
of your proposal - or do you believe your proposals so radically change the
Greenway concept that the planning process must go back to square 1? (You
can see my ambivalence. There is the need to proceed quickly to minimize
the effects of inflation and avail ourselves of Land and Water Contingency
Funds. On the other hand I would be reluctant to settle for a weaker plan
now if ?y so doing the possibility of a stronger plan later would be fore-
closed.

The other matter of immediate concern is the field burning issue.
Like most residents of this city, I have a hard time contemplating an ex-
tension of the field burning ban deadline. Political realities being what
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they apparently are, however, it appears that the "Straub plan" may be the
strongest compromise we can get. I sincerely hope you will continue to ex-
press your interest and concern for the health and well-being of the
breathers in the upper Willamette Valley.

Yours truly,

s

E & ANDERSON

<i;-_¢HNWWM#ttAN¢H; COONS

AHC:cm
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March 15, 1975

Mr. Allan H. Coons

Attorney at law

Forum Building '

777 High Street, Suite 355 i
Fugene, Oregon 97401 ‘

Dear Allan:

It will be a tremendous benefit if you will
halp us generate support for the Willamette Greenway
Plan we are introducing. The proposal will permit con-
demnation of the corridors ~- which means the wild,
wooded stretches along the riverbank. We have made
compromises to satisfy agricultural people, but I am
sure they still will be fighting our efforts as best
they can. ’

Ken Johnson on my staff is in charge of the
Willamette Greenway legislation. I am turning your letter
over to him and he will be in touch with you with further
details,

Sincerely,

Governor
RWS:b

co: Ken Johnson
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HOUSE BEAUTIFUL'S SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

717 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.10022 (212) 935-5900

October 15, 1974

Mr. Gerald A. La Pilerre
P. 0. Box 155
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

Dear Mr. La Pierre:

Congratulations.

Your entry in the House Beautiful 1974 Gardening & Outdoor Living
Contest was one of the winners.

You have won:

lst Prize: Compact Tractor/Mower and Dump Cart
from J. I. Case.

By copy of this letter we will shortly be advising the company
to send your prize directly to you. However, please be patient,
it could take a while for them to process the order and ship it.

We appreciate your interest in our magazine and hope your prize
increases your enjoyment of gardening and outdoor living.

Sinc rely,

e O ot

Harriet N. Cohen
Contest Editor

HNC/eam

F:ding Manual * Home Remodeling / Houses & Plans / Home Decorating / Gardening & Outdoor Living / Vacation Homes / Decorating for Brides

LI ~
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March 17,‘1975

Gerald A, La Plerre
31240 8.W, Boones~Ferry R4,
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070

Dear Mr, La Plerre:

I'm really impressed with the fine work you've
done in landscaping the Wilsonville Waste Water Treatment
Plant. You desexrved that prize.

Your idea for a botanical garden seems to make
sense to me. I have forwarded copies of your letter to
the State Transportation Commission and to my Willamette
Greenway experts to see what can be done about it., You
will be hearing from those departments in the near future,

I want to thank you for sending me the excellent
pictures and the newspaper clipping. I'm returning them
all to you as I am sure you will want to keep them,

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS: tw
Enclosures

cc: Transportation Commission
Willamette Greenway Committee
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Governor Robert Straub
Capital Building
Salem, OR.

Dear Governmor Straub,

March 6, 1975
P.0O. Box 53
Turner OR. 97392

Plecos eroeare gealrenly
for Covcinor's signature
by S/

I am for the Willamette Greenway. I think it is a good way to heThank you.

beautify Oregon. Putting in hkiRing trails might spark people to enjoy

the beautiful out of doors and at the same time get some exercise.

I live in Turner, a small community nine miles south of Salem, and I

enjoy nature very much. I hope you go all the way with this program.

Could you give me more information on this program?

Sincerely yours,

Méccd/ %ﬂm(/

Rebecca Jones
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Harch 18, 1975

M. Rebecca Jones
Post Office Box 53
Turner, OR 57392
Near Ms. Jones:%

i

Thank;you for your support of the Willamette

River Greenway Rrogram. It 1s anticipated that the
final Greenway Plan will be available the first part

of April. I am‘enclosing a copy of the Willamstte River
Recreation Guide,
i

] Sincerely,

'

§ Governor
RS ky ‘

Enclosure

bee: Departm?nt of Transportation




March 17, 1975

The Honorable Bob Straub

Governor of Oregon , e
State Capitol Building o
Salem, OR 97310

T —

Dear Govermnor:

The Parade Magzine of this past Sunday had a quote in Jack

Anderson's Special Feature Page:

»

"The foundation of the social contract is property;
and its first eondition, that every one should be

maintained in the peaceful possession of what be-

longs to him."
Jean-Jadques,

Rousseau, 1758
The social order is undergoing a great stress.
I camnot agree with your concept of making the Williamette
Greenway a State . owned property by reason of Eminent Domain.
For those persons who want the development by the State, they
have choosen the wrong time. Has the use of tax dollars lost
all meaning ? The Oregonian carried a report that one congress-
man stated that the Federal Budget may reach $100 billions deficit.
Socially and politically we could say that we live in an "Alice
in wonderland worZg".

Please do not pursue this 'taking of property!'.

Very truly yours,

o o Q};:‘l- 7
e Libbors

~ 2121 Santiam Hwy S.E.
Albany, Ore 97321




April 8, 1975

Leo J. Metcalf

2121 Santiam Iighway SE

Albany, Oregon 97321

Dear Mr. Metcalf:

I'm sorry ggu disagree with my contention that
we should make the narrow strip of land along

the Willamette River available to the public.

The amount of money involved would be equivalent
to the few miles of freeway construction.

Even though we disagree, I appreciate the fact
that you wrote.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js
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April 9, 1975

George Kordon
38000 Pengra Road
Fall Creek, Oregon 97433

Dear Mr. Xordon:

Condemnation is a system of land taking that

has survived the test of time. It was begun
with the Magna Carta in King John's time in the
thirteenth century. Before that, the state could
confiscate the land with no compensation.

‘Neﬁertheless, I understandvyour concerns about
trespessing and vandalism. We've made provision

in the bill to repair such damage at state expense

and to provide fencing where needed. -

The farm deferral you refer to is a legislative
action. Let me suggest that you talk with your
Senator or Representative about it.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js




Corvallis, Oregmqé

April 7, 1975 1

Governor Straub
Salem, Oregon

bear Sir,

SO many people are up in arms over some of your
plans and proposéls. You are really loosing ground
with rany. hy gripe today is the "Willamette Greenway."

What right have you to recormend the condemnation

of people's property? If you had a home along the
Willarmette, would you still be in favor of it. Some

of this conderned land is actual farm land and we will

. " " : |
be needing more and more farmable land instead of less. |
’/———-———»—— e,

———

kven if there is only a right away made through their

property, how would you like hikers right in your
front or back yard? Besides the litter involved, (and

where people are, there's litter), things wouldn't be

really safe with people right there on your property.

The other thing, what d4id you think the commission
that came up from California and studied the feasibility%
of this plan would tell you? Are you just disregarding |
the fact that they said the land along the Villamette |
River isn'+ stable enoﬁgh to handle continual traffic?®?

It seems that this "land that we love" is becoming

less and less "our land" and that we are becoming less

proud all of the tire so that it is harder to uphold




some df»the(lawsv"made for our benefit and protection."!

On closing, I would like to add, I voted for you.

but I'm sure that will be the last time.

Sincefely,




000 ’gm Jottusers Ly 75

ﬁ%{ /% prefs et %w/ s‘ &y ,/7 o
Gt gt 7o Plmitbn? £ Gecoam
790l 2 {JM% %1, Wo,édﬁéjz
W fodnt vox e o 2 /@ |
7%%%/ 50‘72'&%?{/ /y 7Y ,;szw J P 4?,
ﬂzﬂ‘féﬁ 4544% 220 sre /MM 3
bty %// 5225, “?’W{ we W/MW
o e, pe mzi?/&%% ace /AMZ%M {
T gt Wd Lt cee pei ﬂ/ﬂw e ;
B

: /(Jé;%

% %M %ﬂ{% e (Boas L
% Resctpe ool Z MleTiZPne |
Zém ﬁ(/éé/ M Pee |
| a/f%«?“f QWW/V/%;% ) X fevy j’
z%e o C)?dz@é/wm Sor Loy 27|

| R 77/%/&@%/7” cdéwaég teeling aﬁ‘,)l |
gﬁf/{ st 14// f/m@z / ’Zﬂ#{
- «ty a%ﬁ%«&&
st Lol , Z%M 23

Dcercrtes el L oo ot

|
')
|

|




/Zéié Fhee ey iy
6((777/f %%M/M{

{(’/ Kéﬂ//ﬁ/f% ﬁwﬁ x D10/ | ‘:

LA i
Yot g et o W;?/f/ ~ % |

gfz/«f’%
itz Hﬁéﬂ /%4 4&/4%,{ 77

(z 2 /zzﬁz/é'z/ (Z/{/ %/&W

vy Loty g g |
/%;2/ ﬂ%ﬂﬁ; /ﬂ# |
7ee @l &(W %f&é ,%//z/{/%/ |
@/K 7«5&@ vty “cotto ’%Z/@

I
/%//0% / Ly //{”ZZZ . v ‘z}
G,







R Y R
- renes, Dergod
Zarch /7 /5T

Pews //WM_ S,
} Yl Ntenwa] propsmnl Ik (57t it GoX
zceto 7y ;’Zw/% A st orbope a mte
Setn in e Lecagllyfomedy Lim 765, Jam atey
it LYo o HPE 3o gwﬁ/ QMZ/W .
| Lo oeoppur i e S Porapaned alady &
7S Ay e Seeomitey . Z e arondiceny /28
gou feagorel livialls ofiom T phocZon e
weglucTons o ofow 17 Bond Lo flrwe or cog 7 i cc
pepaly sines’ T yu sudind b oty 7 bac
lpad Duble bhessr, 7/t meﬂﬂfﬁyﬂzwj
oppsiilin. |
e Nantn ¥ Leewr sooalbre? cn The //mm% |
0 894Tstot <o THE Pr?AMCcame 7Tl ol iy 7~
agpln Z Have yue 7%//&1 Thes Q/ZM lky e
e g7 072le ant bt 4 gty fore Su? % THitatled
/iy ntaiclipar oTnle enctsachmin?S tue cold?, p/v{y/f |
Py P ﬂ-b%ﬁ/ﬂf% vovtin st Sennlf
el ZZM/{%/ anc’ /ﬁﬁf/ ﬂ%@ﬂf%j/&f .

Ille
il o]




April 9, 1975

" Randy G. Cusell
Route 2, Box 494
Aurora, Oregon 97002
Dear Mr. Cusell:

The Greenway measure I am proposing exempts land
in farm use from any public use.

It allows the public to use the narrow strip along
the river when this land is not in farm use or is
not too fragile to allow people to be on it.

The only restrictions on farm property owners
would be against allowing them to cut down scenic
trees and undergrowth along the river.

Thank you foo writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js
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April 9, 1975

Harold L. Wilde’
8983 Love Lake Road .
Junction City, Oregon 97448

Dear Mr. Wilde:

We share your concern about protecting property next to the
proposed Willamette Greenway. That's why House Bill 3225,
the Greenway bill, authorizes the Department of Transpor-
tation to build fencing for that purpose., Present law
doesn't have such a protection for the landowner in it.

We also share with you a deep concern that all productive
farm land in the Willamette Valley be kept in the production
of food and fiber and maintained for its quiet beauty. House
Bill 3225 exempts land in farm use from condemnation.

What the bill is designed to do is to make undeveloped, non-
farm land available for potential recreation use or to be left
alone. The alternative to this is eventual development of

the Willamette River Py industry, commercial builders and
housing developers. Thus, neilther farmers nor recreationists
would be able to use the riverbank land.

Most of the river systens of this country are eyesores with
just such concentrated development along them. It can happen
in Omggon. :

Thank you very much for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js




Mres. Nancy Padely
910 P State Capitol
Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Mrs. Fadely:

I am writing as a private .citizen to urge passage of
HB3225 whioch will further facilitate oreation of the
Willamette Greenway. 7

Free access and enjoyment of the Willamette will
beneflt countless present and future citizens. The
alternative of allowing random private development

of major rivers has been the rule and itas consequence
can be viewed and Jjudged in numerous rivers elsewhers.

Any delay in securing access and implementing the
Greenway will raise costs and diminish the liklihood
of success.

Very truly yours,-

John E. Sbreng,
President

cc ! Hon. Robert Straub

- JEStbs
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HOME ADDRESS
13750 SW KNAUS ROAD
LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON 97034

ROGER E. MARTIN
{05 STATE CAPITOL
SALEM, OREGON 97310
PHONZ: 378.8772

v

CLACKAMAS COUNTY
DISTRICT 24

. . 2
MINORITY LEADER cE. ,ce“ Gobnison

OREGON HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Jonetrt e &

April 10, 1975

The Honorable Robert W. Straub
208 State Capitol Building
Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Governor:

I think you're making a big mistake in pushing so hard
behind the scenes for passage of the Willamette River Greenway
bill.

The bill, in its present form, would destroy the river,
not save it. It would become a teeming mass of humanity, and
the environment and ecology would be trampled under hundreds
of thousands of feet.

I'm into the Greenway concept, as you know, and I have
always put my vote where my mouth is. But I want to do it the
right way, and I respectfully suggest that your plan as it now
stands would be an improper vehicle to accomplish what we both
want to see.

And neither one of us wants the banks of the river to
look like Coney Island on the 4th of July.

On another matter, I want to compliment you for volun-
tarily jumping-ship on some of your spending requests. We're
getting down to the crunch stage of the session--and you will
undoubtedly be required to bite the bullet on other items. I
do congratulate you for refusing to become involved in the
clawing and scratchlng which many sweaty palmed bureaucrats
are involved in at this time.

REM:avo

cc: Representative Nancie Fadeley
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April 15, 1975

The onorable Roger Martin

House Minority Lesader ,
105 State Capitol

3alem, Oregon 97310

Dear Roger:

The Pacific Crest Trail on the summit of the
Cascades is a very heavily traveled and popular trail
in Oreqon, somewhat similar to what we could envision
along the trails of the Willamette River. If yon have
hiked the Pacific Crest Trail, you know how seldom
vou meet people, even though there are many using it.
This is because the trail is so long. I think the
same would apply to the Greenway. It would not be a
Coney Island if properly done because there would be
go many different places for hiking or picnicking.

In any event, I arprccinte your letter and know
of your vigcorous interest in properly developing the
Willamette for its recreational potential.

Sincerely,

Governor

RW8:h
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April 16, 1975

Roberta Deering
753 East 23rxd
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Dear Roberta:

You were very goocd to lot we know of youy
support for the condewnation powers in the 'Greenway
bill, and I appreciate it.

You're abisolutely right that we raally couldn't
go ahead with the protection of the Greenway for the
public without condemnation peino availalle. This
doesn't mean we go around usinc it anvmore &han we
have to, but it does mean thiat we can keen one or two v
people from hlocking the whole project.
Thanks very much for writine,

Sincerely,

LOvaATrnor
RWE:s

bcc: Executive Department




8070 S.W. Laurel Street
Portland, Oregon 97225
April 9,1975

Governor Robert Straub o 7/ I
State of Oregon

State Lapitol Building
Salem, Oregon

Dear Governor:

A radio news report concerning the Willamette Greenway proposal prompted
me to write this letter. The broadcast indicates that you wish to have
the State condemn and purchase various parcels along the Willamette River
to prevent future commercial development. Agricultural interests appar-
ently oppose this proposal as they wish the land to remain agricultural
but at some time in the future thesy may wish to sell to commercial devel-
opers., '

A campromise, which you may wish to considmsr, is that the state proceed to

condemn and acquire ownership, but in turn to lease various parcels back to
the former owners for agricultural purposes. The leases could be designed

for various periods of length and in some cases, with options to renew.

In this manner, the state has ownership of the land, it is receiving lease
incoms to offset the purchase, and the lease concept keeps the land in
agricultural use over a period of time in which the state can plan other
uses for particular sections, areas, or parcels, if so desired,

Yours truly
Ao L3¢ Y

Jon Bened;ct




April 17, 1975

Jon Benedict

8070 SW Laurel Street

Portland, Oregon 97225

Dear Mr. Benedict:

It's interesting that you’shbuld suggest the
lease back proposal for the Greenway just
after a University of Oregon law professor
made the same recommendation to me.

‘Great minds...and so forth.

In negotiations with a group of farmers over
a compromise bill, this is one of the sugges-
tions we will discuss. :

I very much appreciate your thought.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js
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‘Bpril 17, 1975

Selma and Martha Gindhart
Route 1, Box 154
Shedd, Oregon

Dear Selma and Martha:

You did a fine job telling me how important
farming is to all of us. I agree with you.

That's why I had them write into the Greenway
bill that farm land couldn't be taken to be
used for the Greenway. It has to be left alone,
just as it is.

I want to thank you for your good letters and
particularly I want to compliment you for the
beautiful stationery you used.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:is
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4-24 Harrisburg, Orsgon
Avril 11, 1975

My Taar Governor Straub:

WMo have not written toa public official befors but
at thisg time we feel it is nocegsary to writs to tell vou
hcw we 96l about the Millametts Gremnway plan., The farm
which we own‘bordars the M1lamstte R}VBr and o ars vary
much concarned about thig plan.

Thié farm has beon in our familv for many vsars.
Our grandfather Legan tuving part of the land in thia araa
about 1275 and added to ths acreage as h~ wag ablse. Ts
havs alwavs felt proud to have omad thias farm. Te know
whers wild flowosrs grow on this farm that ars never picksd
cr tramyrled. Tastks and geese spend mudy time hsre on this
Torm in the gering before 1zaving to-go Torth, unmolest2d.

Tasr 1ive hare in the dense brush. "hat will bacoms of the

Co

711 d flowars

=]

, the Mcks, gesse, dser and other wild 1ifs

if the vublic has frec accaess?
This farm 1s our livalyhood an< we do not want it
trinmead.

Yours truly,

//:.; ‘ ( \‘, .
AdCiptay_ Lot an

/ pid e "
A ey £ C //:Zﬁ:/—f’;/:.? 7
P T (:’?,.';I;,e._~ A - ’
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April 17, 1975

Bernice, Hazel and Mabel Owen
6660 Nixon Road
Harrisburg, Oregon 97446

Dear Bernice, Hazel and Mabel Owen:

You were very kind to take the trouble to write
about your lovely farm and about your concerns re-
garding the Willamette Greenway plan.

The plan and the legislative bill I asked to have
introduced consider farm land such as yours to need
protection against any future development for any
non-farm purpose. That's why we have exempted farm
land from the condemnation powers in the bill.

Your concerns are mine, too. I want to see this
valley, and particularly the Willamette River area,
remain just as beautiful as they are for generations
to come, :

In undeveloped, non~farm areas I propose that we con-
serve the riverbanks where human intrusion would '
damage them. Only in areas that can withstand human
traffic would I allow recreation faciltfies to be
installed.

I hope this reassures you about the measure I propose.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js |
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Dear Governor Straub,

I am writing to you on behalf of myself, my husband, and our five
children. We live in Clackamas county, and are buying our home,
which happens to front on the Willamette river near Wilsonville.
Our acre plus lies entirely "between the Willamette river and that
500 feet landward of the ordinary mean high water mark"., We're an
outdoor oriented family and fulfilled a dream when we were able to
buy our home five years ago. We are proud of Oregon's success in
the clean-up of the Willamette and voted for the Greenway.

We felt HB2L97, passed by the 197. legistlature, was a fair and
responsible bill which should be ample to meet the needs of the
Greenway plan. However, we are truly concerned, and in definite
opposition to HB3225, and related bills SB&L7, HB3021, and HB2765.

We feel condemnation, or acquistion by the state, or counties, of
existing residential property along the Willamette will be econom—
ically unfortunate. It will result in a substantial yearly loss of
tax dollars. Our local Canby school district is already feeling a
financial pinch and would certainly miss the tax support from homes
such as ours from Butteville past Canby.

Just as the farmlands and industries along the Greenway are importans
the homes along the river are an integral part of the charm and char-
acter of the river. Most of us take great pride in our homes and
waterfront yards, spend considerable money and work many hours to
maintain our portions of the river bank. And each spring following
the winter high water this is quite a task--but it's a labor of love.

We are wondering if these bills will take away rights of Oregonians

to buy and sell homes along the Willamette~-or will homeowners be
required to sell only to the state? What a Pandora's box of precedents
would that release on us or on homeowners in other recreational areas
where similar plans might be desired in the future? We believe enough
undeveloped land has been and can be purchgsed from willing sellers

to provide ample land for the Greenway.

The Willamette Greenway can be a plan for every Oregonian to support
with pride and enjoy--but only if it is developed with care and wisdom
concerning the rights of everyone. We sincerely feel the above mentioned
bills would not be in the best interests of the Greenway plan, and

urge your reconsideration,

Respectfully yours,

(Mrs, John S. Latta)
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April 17, 1975

Mrgs. John 8. Latta
Route 2, Box 774
Eilexrs Road

Aurora, Oregon 97002

Dear Mrs. Latta:

Your concerns about HB 3225, the Greenway bill,
are perfectly understandable; and I'm glad to have a
chance to set your mind at ease.

We had felt when we drafted the bill that exist-
ing laws protected residences against condemnation in
the Greenway, but we decided to add language as a amend-
ment to our bill just to make sure of thig. The new
language reads:

"Notwithstanding any provisions of this Act, real
property being used in connection with or necessary for
any residential or other permanent structure in existing
or under construction on March 1, 1975, shall not be
acquired as part of the Willamette River Greenway through
exaercise of the power of eminent domain as long as the
use gf the real property does not change to other than farm
use. .

This means that your residential property can't
be condemned as long as it stays in its present use. You
could also change it to farm use if you wanted to.

The point of all this is to make it clear that it's
undeveloped land, not developed land, that we want protected
for Greenway purposes.

House Bill 2765 has been replaced by HB 3225 and
it's the latter bill I'm seeking, not the former. As to
SB 647 and HB 3021, those are Senator Edward N. Fadeley's
bills and you should get in touch with him about them.

Thanks very much for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:8

bec: Executive Department
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April 9, 1975

Govenor Bob Straub
State Capitol
Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Govenor: Ro: HB 3225 & 2765

I own land along the Willamette River. I farm that land. Some
of my most pleasurable and peaceful moments are to walk down to the river
and sit on the benk, I get such a scnse of being at one with nature. It
is as though thore were not another humen for miles. I think ®his is what
it wos like hundreds of vears ago before man came to the Valley. I share
your dream of wanting to prescrve this for our children and grandchildren
and of making it wossible for all the people of Oregon to enjoy. However,
it is beginning to appear that our drecam is turning into a nightmare.

It is beginning to appear tha® by trying to protect the natural
beauty of the Willamette River, vou are ;ping to destroy it., People feel
Threatened by talk of condemmation end rush in and clear veretation vhatd
they otherwise would not., Construction of trails would disturb the nabural
environment, In an offort to get a bill +that will plcase cverybody, con-
cessilons are made to this group and to that group, and it ends up that
nobody is pleased,

I have reluctantly come to the conclusion that the most beneficial
thing we can do to protect this besuby that we love 50, 1s %o forget the whole
Greenwey concepts, The present law should be repealed and the present proposed
bills, mentioned above, should be dropped, Perhaps a simple State Zoning Law
preventing any construction or development along the river would achicve our
aim,

Yours truly,

bpreaffpon )

(Mrs.) Erma Jeen Wood
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April 17, 1975

Mrs. Erma Jean Wood
1785 N.E. Burris Street
Corvallis, Oregon 97330

Dear Mrs. Wood:

People who are concexrned about the use of condem-
nation to preserve the Greenway should understand that
that's only a last resort and that we're hoping to be
able to acquire lands and rights in lands from willing
gsellers.

Also, they should know that my HB 3225 adopts the
inventory taken by the California consultants. We agree
that there are many places where trails should not go.

We agree that any trail system that is developed should be
done most carefully so as to protect both the ecology and
the agricultural nature of the land.

Pinally, people who rush in to clear vegetation
should know that the bill has a retroactive clause to
March 1, 1975, and that they expose themselves to condem-
nation by clearing the brush off such land. Normally we'd
be content just to leave it in its natural condition, but
if we're dealing with the sort of person who would cut
down beautiful foliage out of spite, we probably should
use condemnation to protect that land for future generations.

The tone of your letter indicates to me that we're
pretty much of the same mind about the condition we want to
sea for the river area. No one proposes, and certainly I
wouldn't support, developing the banks of the rivers fully.
Only on about two percent of the entire river system would
we allow the intensive recreation. Moast of the rest of the
river would be left in its natural condition, and a small
amount would be used for low-density recreation.

If we don't protect this river now, I feel absolutely
certain that the real estate developers, the land speculators,




Mrs. Erma Jean Wood
Page 2
April 17, 1975

conmerclal operators, and industrialists will control this
river for its entire length. We're going to have at least
another million people in this valley within the time it
takes to retire a conventional home loan and that kind of

pressurce can only ruin the Willamette River unless we save
it now.

I appreciate the fact that you took the time to
writa,

Sincerely,

LOVeIrnoY

WS g




4 T

Please prepare draft rep’
o1 GEVSERPTS, _signatur

N WA
,z%at /mw ) -
s |

i
e Wy Plian. Hhat 'm L

- 8 (el
- J 2l _Lvhal aseq.
| Coal Jéﬁ Wd,wvw 2.7 s

- - |
e e - B o - - ‘




April 21, 1975

Ms. Joan Mann
Route 2, Box 472C
Aumsville, Oregon
Dear Ms. Mann:

The Greenway plan that I am proposing can best
be summarized by the enclosed summary.

' House Bill 3225 could be enacted at a minimal
. cost, comparable to the construction of a mile
or two of freeway.

Sincerely,

Governof
RWS:js

Enclosure
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WILLAMETTE RIVER GREENWAY

CONDEMNATION

1. Allow condemnation, with compensation, of

undeveloped, non-farm lands within Greenway:

2. For scenic easement to ailcw public viewing
b. For easement to allow public use
c. For fee title to allow public ownership

2. - Allow condemnation, with compensation, of

developed, non-farm 1andskw1thin Gréenway:

a. For scenic easement to allow public viewing
b. For easement fo allow pub]icruse
c. For fee title to allow public ownership
3. Allow condemnation, with compensation, of
farm ]ands within Greenway:>
a. For scenic easement to allow public viewing
b. For easement to allow public use
C. ‘For fee title to allow public ownership
4. Provide for condemnation appeal committee

OTHER ACQUISITION S

5. Give state rignt of first refusal on probosed
land sales within Greenway

CHANGED USE |

6. Require owner_to_notffy state of proposed change
in use

7. Restrict intensification and change within

Greenway to compatible uses

~ PLANNING

8. Plan and define boundaries
9. Permit revision of plan
10. Redefine farm use to that necessary to farming

PROTECTIONS TO ADJACENT PROPERTY

11. Authorize repair of unnatural damage

*After July 1, 1977

txec. Dept.
4-16-75

Current
Law

HB 3225
(A~Engrossed)

| Y*:”
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P.0. Box 465
Beaverton, Oregon 97005
April 15, 1975

Robert Straub, Governor

State of Oregon

Salem, Oregon

Dear Governor Straub,

As an environmentally minded-citizen, I would like to thank you for your

work on submitting draéiobill 3225 po the legislature.
Through a lot of people'’s continued efforts, a viable plan for a Willamette

River Greenway may eventually be possible. Again, thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Dave K. Morton

c.c. Oregon Environmental Council




April 21, 1975

Dave XK. Morton

P.O. Box 465 _

Beaverton, Oregon 97005

Dear Mr. Morton:

It was good of gou to send the nice note of
encouragement about the Willamette River
Greenway. '

We're having rough sledding in this session,
but I hope you will continue to give the con-
cept your sunport.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:is




April 22, 1975

Robert W, Straub
O0ffice of the Governor
State Capitol

Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Governor:

Your letter of April 21, 1975 is received and acknowledged.
You have not changed my opinion or position.

Your former friende-

Sincerely, .

) @M&M?‘L\\/M//W 4

Mrs. Mgrgaret Heckmsan
Leaburg Dam Road
Leaburg, Oregon 97401
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Thank you.

Governor Robert Straub xé?
State Capitol
Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Governor Straub:

The Williamette Greenway Project appears to be a good idea. As an
outdoor enthusiast, I would delight in having access to more natural area
along the river for hiking, fishing and hunting. But I believe the Project
is having the opposite effect by accelerating the destruction of natural
habitat along the river rather than preserving it for our citizens.

I live in Corvallis and have hiked, canoed and hunted along the Willam-
ette River between Corvallis and Peoria every year since 1960. During that
time, I have witnessed the clearing of large acreages of woodlands along
the river. Most of the bull-dozing occurred between 1967 and 1972, after the
Greenway Plan was passed. I believe most of this clearing was a direct
result of the farmers' fear of having their lands condemned and having hordes
of hunters and motorcycles along their property. I have talked to several
farmers about this and some freely admit this is the reason for clearing.

To keep their land, they level it so it's not a Greenway candidate.

One of the saddest moments for me was when I returned to a large wood-
land of big douglas fir, big leaf maple and cottonwoods to find that it had
been all cleared. The owner was tempted to leave several large fir but decid-
ed they made it look "too much like a park", so down they came. He had no
real need for more income farmland, but didn't want the State moving in.

I am aware that the State did not have condemnation rights in the past.
The fact that most landowners knew this did not save the trees. They were
worried and still are. If you are successful in obtaining powers of condem-
nation, I'm afraid the bull-dozers will become very busy and little will
remain for either Greenway or for those, like myself, who have our own
personal "Greenways". In short, the plan is destroying the resources for
its most avid users, people who have been enjoyving the woods along the river
for years. Others can do this too without State maintained trails and land.

My view is shared by many others. In fact I have informally discussed
the problem with our local Audubon Society and most members agree that the
plan has back-fired. TIt's killing what we want to save. I would be happy
to obtain signatures or letters from environmental groups supporting this
view if you want more documentation.




In summary, I strongly oppose any power of condemnation for Greenway.
A clear statement to the contrary will help to save the shrinking natural
woodlands along the river. I honestly don't think that we want an extensive
trail system along the river anyway. The best way to enjoy the river and
its surroundings is by boat; many do this now, and the State owns the water.
Purchase of large parcels of land along the river for parks is fine, but
"Greenway" is now an ingrained threat to farmers and landowners, and when

their hackles are up, our trees come down.

Please call (754-2601) or write if I can help in any way.

cc: Senator CLliff Trow
Representative Tony Van Vliet
Audubon Society of Corvallis
Mary's Peak Chapter, Sierra Club

Sincerely, ) fffj:>
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William G. Pearcy
2215 NwW 29th
Corvallis, Oregon 927330




April 22, 1978

Mr. Wi111am &. Pearcy
2215 H.M, 29th
Cervalits, Oregon 97330

fsar Mr. Poarcy:

. Your recent letter about the Willamette Greaerway 1s perhaps
the most thoughtful of the many I have received. I have deleyed
answering because 1t seamed to require a personal response and time
has been very limited.

It also saddens me when 1 see some of the destructive things
which have besn done along the river in ignorance and fear and, I
sfrafd, sowetimus in anger. These acts mide ne sense when thay were
comitted and they make none now. One fs reminded of a pathologfcally
Jealous husband who brutalizes and scars his wife to drive away imagi-
nary sufters. I think you hit upon 1t squarely when you sald, "The
fact that most landowners knew (the State did not have condesmation
rights) did not save the trees.”

The threat you describe so well 1s real and has been very
much on my mind as we search for ways to make the Greanway a reality.
I have a goed deal of confidance in peaple generally and, where land
use 1s tnvolved, In fare peuple garttcu1arly. Most, I believe, will
not react as you fear. If thay love the land and the river as they
say, they surely will rot. .

Indirectly, your letter points out what I think 1s the es-
sence of the problam. Today protection of the banks of the Willamette
denends alwost entirely on the sensitivity and good fafth of the farm
owners. By and large, they are doing a goed job of pressrvation, but
the process of eresive, plecemeal, unplanned devolopment 1s workiag
away at the riverbanks. You probably know as wany examples as I do--
dig-and-run gravel cperations, strip riverfront housing developments
and the 1ike are wore mamerous each year. If allowed to continue
without effective regulation, such things will 1n time consume the
riverbanks. Experience has proven that zoning aloae cannot do the
Job of protection. It is very, very difficult for an individual land-
owner to resist the creeping pressures for conversion of farnm land to
development area.




Hr. ¥i111am 8, Posrcy
Aprtl 22, 1978
Page w0

In terms of protection, the axfsting Greenway law 15 an 11Nu-
sfon. The restricted power of condomnation ft affords to the Stats has
had 11ttle or no practical offect for these reasons:

1. It may bo used only after & change of land use occurs,
when there may be nothinsg left to protect.

2, It may not be used 17 the land fnvolved 13 part of a
larger parcel which rematns in agricultural use. This,
88 you kmow, applias to most ¢f the undeveloped rural
Tand alony the river.

3. It may not be used beyond 150 feet from ordinary low
water unt{l the Sreomway Plan 1s sdopted. Miles of
wide gravel bars mean that the corridor of protection
of ten does »ot oven reach the tree line and mey be
under water much of the year,

, In combination, these provisions have tled the State's hands.
Development has continued almest unchechked.

My original conmcept of the Sreesway has, over the years and
of necessity, beon modified, A continueus riverbank trail system just
13 not posaible now. Our thrust now 1s for careful, detatled planning--
in effect destyning--2o show Just where and how publfc recreatiom) use
can de provided without damage to the river resource or the landownor.

1 know from your reasoned, sensitive lstter that your feeling fer the
river satches mine. 1 hope you will give us your suppert,

Stncerely,

Sovernor
RYS :pb

cc: The Honersble CY4FF Trow
The Hororable Yony Yan V1iet

bee Department of Tran:pnmtien




1620 SW 132nd Ave.
Beaverton, Or. 97005
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Governor Robert W. Straub o %xﬁm“ J!
Salem, Or. 97310 B

Dear Governor Straubsi } l/ﬁ;l!/r

I agree in general with your Willamette River Greenway pﬁ&ﬁgééby
but question your authority to use the Port of Portland boat
RSACATAWEA® to promote your bill with the State Legislature.

In 1973 Ed Westerdal tpgilroaded! Senate Bill 325 placing
Washingbton County in the Port of Portland taxing dlstrict
through the legislature over the opposition of Washington
County senators and representatives and the taxpayers of the
county. Since that time, T have pald taxes to the Port of
Portland under protest as I consider this to be taxatlon
without representation. A1l other port districts in the State
of Oregon, elect thelr port cormissloners. I have no control
over the Commlssioners who run the Port of Portland as they
are appointed by you. T have had experience with several major
ports in the United States and several other countries, and
have found that most of them are managed by professional port
managers. What port manangement experience background does
the Executive Director of the Port. of Portland have?

Woshington County receives far less benefit from the Port of
Portland than does the wheat farmer in Umatilla County who
ships his wheat through the Port of Portland. Also the log-
ging company in Marion County whose logs and timber products
are shipped through the Port of Portland. Wheat and timber
products are the leading cargoes shlpped through the Port of
Portland and very 1little of these cargoes come Ifrom Washington
County. Fuel and imported autos are leading imports through
the Port of Portland. These imports go to most all the coun-
ties of Oregon. The btaxpayers of Columbia, Yamhill and most
other counties throughout the state, use the Portland Interna-
tional Airport as much as I do. Can you tell me why the tax-
payers of Washington County should support the Port of Portland
and not the taxpayers of Marion County or Polk County? If the
Port of Portland is to be a state body with the commissioners
appointed by the State Governor, it should be supported by all
state taxpayers. ‘ , o

If you have legal authority to use the Port of Portland boat

ug ACAJAWEA" in Salem for political purposes, outside the bound-
apries of the Port of Portland, please inform me of the source
of this legal authority. 1f I find that thls use was illegal,
T will attempt to organize the taxpayers of Washington and
Clackamas County to bring sult in court for illegal use of fac-
11lities supported by our tax money outside the boundaries of
our tax district. ' -

s
RfBIn E. Youn%%?%f?ﬁAaZE;f p
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April 24, 1975

Rubin H. Young, Jr.
1620 SsW 132nd Avenue
Beaverton, Oregon 97005

Dear Mr. Young.

I am pleased to learn (your April 12 letter) that you
agree with. the Willamette Greenway program. I hope your
concern about the Port of Portland and our use of the
Sacagawea won't cost us your support of that project. It
is, I think, as important to the people in Washington
County as to those on the riverbank.

The Willamette River trip wasvarranged by Bob Potter,
of the State Parks staff, at the request of the House

Committee for Environment and Energy. For better or worse,

Bob tells me, the thought of jurisdictlonal questions
simply did not occur to him.

Few boats are capable of carrying a party of more than
20 people on the fast-flowing, shallow Willamette above
the Falls. The Sacagawea may, in fact, be the only one;
she is jet-propelled, draws only six inches of water at
speed, and is able to land on beaches and bars.

As to the legal guestion you have raised, I think you
shauld, if you feel you must, address the Port. On re-
flection, it seems to me gquite reasonable and normal for
the Port to assist the Legislature and my office in such
a matter. The Port was created by the Legislature and,

as you ‘know, its Commission is appointed by the Governor.

In that sense it may be regarded as an agency of the state.

Portland Harbor is within the Willamette Greenway and
future planning there will involve continuing coordina-
tion with the stata.-

I certainly hope there will be no action to make coopera-
tion more difficult.

Sincerély,‘

RWS:js , Governor

bcc: Lloyd Anderson, Executive Director, Port of Portland




N00846 oS -

| o
APR 18 1975 /ﬂ I .
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The Honourable Bob Straub
Governor of Oregon

State Capitol Bullding
Salem, Oregon 97310

April 15, 1975 FOR
g 8ol= g 4 o
£l 5| oo o| @] €| I
Dear Sirg ,_“Nw{ U I N

We own about 300 feet of Willamette River frontage in West Linn,
located just north of The Mary Young State Park,

About 3 years ago, the State Hiway Department contacted us, ap-
praised the property and said they would be buylng this property. We
agreed to the price and purpose, and we discouraged private partiles
from purchasing.

Later the State Hiway department advised us that they were short
of funds and would not be taking any action,

The 1973 Session of the Leglslature introduced and passed House
Bill 2497 (The Willamette River Greenway Bill). We presumed that the
State Hlway Department would be buying our property. But, Alas--No
Funds, and very 1little interest from state officials.

Now the Willamette River Greenway is again in the spotlight. We
have repeatedly turned down or discouraged private purchasers. But
now, for economic reasons (property taxes) we must sell., We have two
additional parcels listed for sale, offering a total of about 430 feet
of Willamette River frontage.

For our personal property (the parcels we own) we are willing to
accept the tax appraised value ($47,000). The two parcels that we
have listed for sale are priced at &15 000 each. Both of these owners
have expressed deslire to sell and willingness to discount to the State
for thelr Willamette River Greenway.

We are anxious sellers and would appreciate your attention to
thi% -matfepr)
il

"EcEIVE

"\

Sincerely
j%7éé/2&/) 44ﬂﬂ?/¢/ ;

|

{

i me\PROGPANS
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M.W. Kinggborough(/

M. W. KINGSBOROUGH, REALTOR
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April 29, 1975

Mr. M. W. Kingsborough, Realtor
18850 South Pacific Highway
West Linn, OR 97068

Dear Mr. Kingsborough:

Thank you for writing to tell me of your property
near Mary S. Young State Park, In checking with the
Willamette Greenway staff, 1 find that our interest in
purchase of the property was diminished when 1t was found
that the river frontage (that {s, the bank 1tself) has been
acquired from Mr. and Mrs, Baker by Clackamas County. Ap-
parently there has been some misunderstanding in your area
in regard to ownership of the frontage.

1 will, however, ask the Greenway staff to review
the sftuation again to be sure that the proper final deci-
sion is made,

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS : py

bcc: Department of Transportation




April 22, 1975
10622 N.E, Wygant #E
Portland, Oregon 97220

The Honorable Robert Straub
Governor of Oregon

Capitol Building

Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Sir:

It has come to my attention that the Willamette River Greenway Project
may be violating and offending many people's rights as landowners in the
state of Oregon. ’

As | understand it, the bill would authorize the state to condemn land
along the Willamette up to 500 feet beyond the high water level. This
would then allow the state to acquire the land along the river at a re-
duced price from the private landowners, This is definitely an advantage
to the state's budget, but where does it leave the private landowner?

Over 60 years ago, my grandfather bought and cleared many acres along the
Willamette River at the mouth of the Yamhill, fér-his family to farm and
live on. He spent his entire life clearing and farming that land and now
his son is farming it. The 60 year tradition of getting the family together
on various occassions on their river frontage is still carried on and very
much cherished by the entire family and many friends. |If the land up to
500 feet beyond the high water level was sold to the state, undoubtedly

my uncle would lose money, but more than that a very much valued family
tradition would be bréken up and many feelings hurt. |'m certian that
there are many otherlandowners along the Willamette who share these same
feelings., | sincerely feel that it is an injustice to force private land-
owners to sell their river frontage land along the Willamette and open it
for public use.through the state,

| propose the planning committee meet with the purpose of perhaps open~
ning more areas along the Willamette to the public and assisting private
landowners along the Willamette in the development of their river frontage
property,

Thankyou for your
Consideration,

@ﬁ%m&/ Ol beer €
Mrs' To L, CO]bert'

cc: Pat Whiting
cc: Nancye Fadeley
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Aapril 29, 1975

Mrs. T. L. Colbert
10622 NE Wygant #E
Portland,Oregon 97220

Dear Mrs. Colbert:

House Bill 3225, the Willamette River Greenway
bill, would not allow the state to acquire land
along the river at a reduced price from private
landowners.

The bill would allow negotiations with landowners
for purchase, and if the negotiations did not pro-
duce a price that could be agreed upon by both

parties, the courts would decide what was a fair
price.

Neither would the measure allow any farm land to
be taken or even used by the public. Farms are
specifically exemptdd under the measure.

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:is
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May 1, 1975

L. I. Mickey
Route 1, Box 412
Salem, Oregon

Dear Mr. Mickey:

I don't understand your concern about my Willam-
ette River Gresenway plan.

The bill specifically exempts farm land from
the Greenway. MNo trails can be built on farm
land. No one can use farm land without the
owner's permission.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js
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April 28, 1975

Gov. Robert Stréb
State Capitol
Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Gov. Straub,

We urge you to reconsider supporting any new Willamette Greenway bill
for the following reasons:

1. The state now has rights to buy scenic easements to use as parks.

2. The costs of such a plan are unrealiistic including costs of land,
kencing, upkeep, patrolling and protecting of the property.

3. The taking of several thousand acres off the tax rolls is not practical.

Ly, Large portions of the river banks are not safe places for recreation
because of the steep banks, drop-offs and soft (easy to cave~off) banks.
The swift river and deep holes are understood by few people.

5., The farmsrs owning this vast acreage are dedicated conservationists.
In the 135 years or so of time they have taken excellent care of the area,

6. Oregon has enough land in public ownership for parks now, We can
not afford to develop and keep these existing lands and parks going,
let alone ons the size of this Greenway monstrosity.

Sincerely,
LA i Y Mt gy

"
Al

N

Darrell & Mary Ann Dannen
Rt. 1 Box 335
Shedd, Oregon 97310

P‘S.

Governor Straub, you are batting O on a scale of 1-10. Remember
we have to earn a living before we have time to play. You have also
forgotten that agriculture is Oregon's No. 1 industry since timber and
recreation set backs have ocurred. If you continue to allow and press for
agriculturdl set-backs the loss in productivity will criple our great State.




May 1, 1975

- Mr. and Mrs, Darrell Dannen
Route 1, Box 335
Shedd, Oregon 97377

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Dannen:

The state does not have rights to use scenic easements
for parks. Scenic easements only allow the state to
prevent the clearing of scenic vegetation.

My budget request for the next biennium for the Green-
way is 40 percent lower than the budget approved by
the Legislature for this biennium.

The acreage to be taken off the tax rolls would increase
the tax cost to other property by less than six one-
hundredths of ope percent.

No one proposes that the unsafe portions of the river-
banks be developed for the Greenway.

I agree with you that the farmers take excellent care
of their area. That*s why I have exempted farm land

from condemnation in my hill so that it will remain as
it is. '

The park areas of the state are already insufficient to
meet the needs of the population.

Finally, there can be no loss of farm productivity under
my Greenway bill because the bill exempts farm land
from public ownership or use.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:9s




April 28, 1975

Gov. Robert Straub
State Capitol
Salem, Ora=gon 97310

Dear Gov., Straub,

Please forget any new Willamette Greenway bill, River banks are
not safe places for family precreation. Existing bike paths are little
used and our camping areas are abused.

T do not own land along the Willamette river, I'am proud of the
excellent care these farmers have taken of this beautiful area., Let us not
spoil this with people pollution.

éRemomber the state now has rights to buy scenic easements to use as
parké.,

T agree with a letter in the Statesman--"Tt won't be Bob Straub's
Greenway, but Bob Straub's Rape and Robway,.! Wake up Governor, you can
do better than this. ’ I

e A .
?/ é-S-’) L de* )?.8’
QI 42”—7 L9730/

- Sincerely,




May 5, 1975

Ms. Neva Alford
235 Oak Way NE
Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Ms. Alford:»

The Willamette River Greenway bill I am proposing
uses very little land for recreation, but it

" allows some development cf recreation in areas
not now used for farming, residences, commercial
and industrial sites.

Contrary to your understanding of present law,
the state does not now have rights to huy scenic
easements to use as parks. Scenic easements only
allow the maintenance of vegetation and do not
give the public any right to use the land.

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js




May 5, 1975 >
001124 | *
Goverpor St{;Zb, “p\\( \_A

This is a copy of the letter I have submitted to the Albany Democrat
Herald Mailbag.

On Sunday morning I lietened to Governor Bob Straub anewer ouestlons
on a program called Urban Focus. It was televised on channel 2 and the
guestions were being essk by studeuts.

Severzl questivus dealt with his.support of wildlife sanctuaries and
increasing natural hébitat areass in this state. A project, which he said
he heavily supported. Then, in his continuing text, he aleo reaffirmed
his support of the Willmwetuec greenway project. A project which hes a
basic aim of making nice, clesn rolling lawans of our river banke. Thie
would sterilize them of theirnatural beauty and make them the habitat
of only the humeun animal.

If our governor is truly the environmentalist he claims to be, he
would act to preserve these river lowlands in their nstural state.

They are the last foothold of many auimals formerly abundant in this valley.

This area which he proposes changing is also one of the last areas of
accese to sportemen, wno are tne primary supporters and nearly the sole
contributors to wildlife mansgement programs. As a life time resident,
who grew up huntiung and fishing along our beautiful rivere, I etrongly
[

urge thet our governor stop and take notice of Oregons million plis

sportsmen and leave these rivers in their natural state.

‘i{e& \&Q/w MQ%\L«J
Re 9 ey 283-A

MJ&‘M ) @) O\ 4 0
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May 12, 1975

Rodney Hammagren
Route 2, Box 282-A
Albany, Oregon 97321

Dear Mr. Hammagren:

Thank you for sending me the copy of your\letter
to the Albany Democrat Herald.

You are mistaken if you think my basic aim is

to make lawns out of our Willamette River banks.

My proposal is to leave the great majority of

the river in its natural state, but I think that
the only way to guarantee this in the years to come
is for the public to own the narrow strip along

the river.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js
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»’ff//// SN LAWS Roseburg, Oregon
Qovernor Bob Straub ;{;/5
State Capital L ’
Salem, Oregon ’“\;, Mp\‘{ XL\
Honorable Governort Subjects LODC,

Our Govemnment is too but! Starting from county all the way up to the
Federal. All of those employees and with big wages! Where have all the
public servahts gone? We need a budget and that budget be voted on by the
tax payers for that purpose.

We have enough beaurocmacies to take care of for what you now propose the
L.C.D.0. Please dd not harness us with another beamrocracle, which will
be several times reduplication of services, necessitating more taxes on our
already overvelued property.

Eleven years ago when we came home from the service of aor country, we
bought less then two acres of 60% floodland y 40% we thought building area,

In October 1964 we moved in and less then 2 Weeka later we had a flood and
8% inches of water in the house. We bought this for $18,000.00 Today i@ is
assessed at $38,480.00 with a 23 year old house. 25% up valuing each year is
far more then we thought our constituthon permits? Just how do you feel we
cam pay these taxes and keep on paying? There has to be a light at the end
of the tunnel somewhere. Of a 15,000 dollar wage after taxes and retirements
and all there is not much to live on. What we have left is far below poverty
level for a family of four,

Now about this Oreenway you are proposing. A&l1 well and good nEn,  If
you would be doing it for the total population to use. but, no. Only for the
few who have time, are not allergic to pbison osk, want a plawe to take their
pets to run, and for murderers hindouts. Yet 100% of the population will be
taxed for it. Taking all of those taxable acres out off tax roll and out of
production. Wildernesses we have plenty of to raise rackwart tansy to be
spread to valusble farm land, so the owner has another thing to clean up or
suffer loss of cattle which are polsoned by it.

We thought you were going to help us, not hurt us when you became Governor?
Or was it Just till you got in there? Then you start playing as if there
was no other need?

I expect a personal answer to this letter and not a form thank you as a
comcerned citizen.

Thanking\you,
Sincerely Yours,

Mr & NMrs H Tipton.

G R




May 12, 1975

Mr. and Mrs. H. Tipton
‘Route 2, Box 707 H
Roseburg, Oregon

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Tipton:

I'm sorry to read of your problems with home valua-
tion and local property taxes. Let me point put, ,
however, that the state has nothing to do with local ' ;
. taxes which are set by the taxpayers voting for the :
budgets in your area.

My intention in proposing the Willamette River Green-
way is that it will be available to everyone. I think
it should be treated the same way as the ocean beaches.
We all pay for the access roads to those, too, even
though some Oregonians aren't interested in using them.

I do want to assure you that we are not taking very
much land off the tax rolls in our Willamette River .
Greenway. The amount of land that we propose to acquire
for the public would cost $.03 a month for the person
who paid $500 a year in property taxes, so you can see
it doesn't amount to much.

Thanks very much for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:9s
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The Honorable Robert Straub Oﬁjﬂ Q

Governor of the State of Oregon
State Capitol Building

Salem, Oregon (}01063 %‘vj’“é‘*‘”_’

The Honorable Ralph Groener

o

House of Representatives #AY 2 m7m MU““” ‘pare draft reply
State of Oregon forLOJVUAu UJ<?m0
Salem, Oregon . by . S79 .

; Thank you.
The Honorable Richard Groener 4 C

State Senator %3JX'X
State of Oregon NI
Salem, Oregon

Gentlemen:

I am writing this letter to all three of you because it is
important that you as representatives of the public are
written the exact same letter and not a letter going to just
one intending to get special favors for special reasons.

First to the Governor, congratulations on your election. I
think you should know I voted for you and would still vote
for you if you ran again no matter what I happen to say in
this letter.

My reason for writing this letter is that I cannot believe

the legislation you are trying to put through for the greenway
on the Willamette River. It sounds like a nightmare. 1In fact,
it is hard to believe that such a bill would even get as far
as it has.

Yes, I do happen to live on the Willamette River. I'm an
Eastern boy just like you, Governor, who came out here with
a dream to get away from the masses. I made my mark in
business, made a few dollars, and finally purchased my dream
spot on a flowing river here in beautiful Oregon. Now what
happens, the politicians as they did in the East want to
ruin everything we've got here for the individual who's able
to strike out for himself in the American way.

uuuuuuuuuu

[ Marcot 10795 5.W. Cascade Avenue Portland, Oregon 97223 (803) 820-1890
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Oh sure, you're making this greenway for everyone. You and
I know this is the most insane move ever heard of. There is
no way on God's green earth that the people of the Portland
area would ever use this greenway for their own benefit. To
chop up people's property along a 50 to 100 mile stretch of
river is absolutely the most insane thing I have ever heard
and the most unconstitutional, unlawful move ever to be even
thought of in any government.

You bet it is personal with me. I've worked hard for what

I have and I'm not saying I don't share my place with others
because I do. Although it doesn't make any difference to you,
I have had over 2,000 people in my home to go water skiing,
picnicking, and using this wonderful river we have. To think
that all of a sudden what I have built up to use in my own
way would become public property is certainly a blow to my
feelings toward the freedoms of this country.

Each of you, please consider what you are attempting to do

and how you are attempting to do it. What you are saying is
that you are going to take half my property away, and that
means you've got all of it because if you want half I don't
want the rest. I cannot visualize the people of this
community even using the property. But if they did, I can
visualize nothing but fences would line the Willamette River
along with the beer cans, coke bottles left by the masses

if you say what should happen will happen. I have seen this
done in other areas in New York and New Jersey. I have seen
the areas that were kept up by private citizens like myself
slowly deteriorate into a slum district only because the

great politicians thought they were going to remake the American
dream and put everyone in the same boat, regardless of race,
color, creed or economic ability. Gentlemen, it can't be done.
All you do is ruin what really made America.

Sure, I'm for public beaches and I think the state should go
out and legally purchase large areas of the Willamette River
and open them up for state parks. There's nothing wrong with
that. But to go all the way down the river wacking off private
proverty, which citizens such as myself after a long dream

and a lot of hard work have built for themselves, and just

take it away and say, "Here it is public", to me is a crime.

If this bill goes through, my property will be worthless.

Believe me, I don't know how to handle it. In fact, it's hard
to believe it's even happening. I don't know what I can do

to stop you because this type of bill is so easy to pass
because so few of us really get hurt. Those of us that do




will suffer probably more emotionally than economically, but
believe me it really hurts to have to even write a letter on
such a move as you are expecting to take place in this state.
All T can say is have you really thought it through? Is this
the only way you can accomplish the goals you've set forth
to open up the natural resources to the masses? Is it
necessary to take the whole river with you and ruin it when
in the end most of what you are taking will never be used

by the masses but only the few who have the leisure time

to get the true value out of what you are proposing? Think
it over.

I guess I can't say anymore because emotionally I am so
uptight that I know I have not really said what I wanted to
say because I want to remain the gentleman that I strive to
be. Thank you for taking the time to read this.

Slncerely yours,

i des A f///

Robert E. Farrell

/

amc




May 12, 1975

Robert E. Farrell
10795 SW Cascade Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97223

Dear Bob:

There's no way that the Willamette River Greenway
bill would take any of your property. Someone has
been giving you some bad information. :

The bill exempts from condemnation any property
that is currently developed for either residential,
commercial, industrial or farm use.

I'm sending you a copy of HB 3225 (A-Engrossed)

which is now the bill that is most likely to be
passed. Page 6, lines 1-6, exempt your property

from condemnation. If you have any suggestions

for amendments I'd be glad to have them.

If, after reading the bill, you feel more comfortable
with it, I'd appreciate it if you'd let the Groeners
and me know your feeling.

Best regards,

Governor
RWS:js

Enclosure
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May 12, 1975

Mrs. Jack Pyburn
3246 NW Highway 20
Albany, Oregon 97321

Dear Mrs. Pyburn:

Thank you for your thoughtful and well-considered letter
about the Willamette River Greenway.

I have thought this matter through very carefully and
while I understand your concerns I feel that the over-
riding public interest is to have access to the banks
of the Willamette River in places where it is appro-
priate and feasible for people to be.

People who own land near the ocean beaches, highways,
public buildings and public parks and recreation areas
have the same concerns that you do about giving the
public access to lands near them. Unfortunately, we're
going to have another million people in the Willamette
Valley within the next 20 years and there's no way that
we can guarantee that private property rights won't be
compromised in isolated cases.

However, in my judgment, the .best way to handle this
flood of people is to pick out appropriate recreation
spots where we can allow highly-intensive recreation
use. These should generally be in and near cities and
urban areas. At the same time, we have to provide some
limited amount of recreation for those who enjoy more
strenuous activities like hiking but we must hold down
the numbers of people that we allow to use these facil-
ities at one time.

You're right, of course, that we should provide bicycle
trails and footpaths along our roadways and we are doing
some of that.

Again, thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor
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May 21, 1975

Mrs. John L. Jones
Star Route 7
Leaburg, Oregon 97401

Dear Mrs. Jones:

I'm sorry gou feel the way you do about the
Greenway proposal.

You don't mention whether you're farming the
land, but if you are, let me assure you that
the measure I proposed exempted farm land from
condemnation. Our measure, as amended, would
basically only allow the state to buy land from
a willing seller unless the owner proposed to
change the use of the land into something that
would be incompatible with the Greenway.

Thank vou for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor

RWS:js
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April 17, 1975

Mrs. Lily Kaup
Route 1, Box 269
Gervails, Oregon 97026

i

Dear Mrs. Kaup:

I'm sorry you feel so strongly opposed to my
Willamette Greenway proposal because 1 suspect,
from my experience with talking face to face with
other people along the river, that we come a lot
closer to wanting the same result than you might
think we do.

A keystone to my proposal is leaving farm land
as it is. That's why the bill has no condemna-~
tion in it for either taking or using farm land.

I appreciate the fact that you took the trouble
to write.

Sincerely,

Goverhor

RWS:js
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April 23, 1975

Ms. Lily Kaup
Cervais, Oregon 97026

Dear Ms. Kaup:

You're reading a lot into the Willamette River Greenm
way bill that isn't there.

House Bill 3225 does exempt land in farm use from the

Greenway, regardless of whether it 1s 500 feet or five
feet from the river. That includes farm houses and
so forth.

I hope you will read Ehé enclosed copy of the engrossed
bill. It is full of protections for farm land.

Thank you for writing.

Sincerely,

Governor
RWS:is

Enclosure




001889
5-2\

BQQ\% |

May 20, 1975

tor 8 o> —
Governer Straub w

State Capitol {hank you:
.Salem, OR

Dear Mr. Straub:

I would like to receive any information (pro and con)
available on the Willamette Greenway project. There

are some confusions about the objectives and after effects
this project might have on Sauvies Island residents.

Thank you for your co-operation and time. Who may I

contact to receive further information?

Sincerely yours,

_\cf( ir M rpoarn

Sheila Donovan
Rt. 1 Box 642
Scappoose, OR 97056

cc: Dick Magruder




June 13, 1975

Sheila Donovan
Route 1, Box 642
Scappoose, Oregon 97056
Dear Ms. Donovan:

The Willamette River Greenway measure is
expected to die in committee and will, therefore,
have no effect on Sauvies Island residents.

Sincerely,

Governor
RWS:s

boet: Executive Lspartment




June 27, 1975

Mr. Eric W. Allen, Jr.
Editor

Medford Mail Tribune
P.0O. Box 1108 :
Medford, Oregon 97501

Dear Eric:

Even though our effbrt fell a little short of the mark, I
want to express my deep appreciation to you for your out-
standing editorial support of the Willamette River Green-
way measure.

Emotional reaction overcame reason on this matter, as it
sometimes does, but we'll just have to keep trying.

My warm thanks for your excellent support.

Sincerely,

" Governor
RWS:dd KEJ
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June 30, 1975

Mr. Frank A, Moore
Box 36, Toketae Route
Idleyld Park, Oregon 97447

Dear Frank: !

Your excellent testimony in support of my Willameéte River
Greenway bill was a bright spot in the whole effort, and I
deeply appreciate it.

- It was a real disappointment to me to have this bill die !
for the lack of a few votes on the House floor, but I am ‘

compensated by the fact that loyal supporters such as you

gave it their best shot.

Wae now must do our best to make the present‘law accomplish
all that it can, and prepare ourselves for another battle
to make the Greenway dream a reality.

~

My warmest thanks for all you did.

Sincerely,

Governor
RWS:44
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July 1, 1975

Mr. Scott M. English
350 Sunnybrook Ln.
Corvallis, Oregon 97330

Dear Scott:

Your support for my Willamette River Greenway bill
gave me hope that we could get it through the Legis-
lature, and I thank you for that ray of light.

It was a worthwhile effort, and I'm glad we tried it.
We now must do our best to make the present law
accomplish all that it can, and prepare ourselves

for another battle to make the Greenway dream a
reality.

My warmest thanks for all you did.

Sincerely,

Governor
RWS:dd




JAMES A. MOUNT

3060 S. GLENMORRIE DRIVE
LAKE OSWEGO, OREGON 97034

September 29, 1975
SRR R O]
Governor Robert W. Straub Cor £ igTs
State Capitol PEEN
Salem, Oregon 97310

Dear Bob:

Thanks for your letter and the information
for the ICDC hearings. Vera Springer and I drove to
Salem for the first hearing on September 12. Due to
Vera's help with Mr. Day I had a good place on the
program &nd spoke for the need of prompt action, at
the very least on zoning.

Unfortunately at, these hearings the oponents
are all present and those that have personal fears of
-the Greenway while the general public which simply likes
the idea do not show up.

Fortunately I had a good discussion and made
the point that no one has been injured by the Greenway
nor needs fear it for their own homes or farms, but
there are miles and miles of natural banks to be pro-
tected. I think your statement is very fine and I
believe the Commission will be fair but in all of the
proposed hearings they'll listen mostly to objections.,

I also thank you for the kindness snd as-
sistance for the Green Survival Proclamation which I
read at the Chamber meeting today. Here's hoping that
Oregon will mske something important of it.

Kindest regards,

7//77
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October 9, 1975

Mr. James A. Mount
3060 8. Glenmorrie Drive
Lake Oswego, Orsgon 97034

Dear Jim:

Your testimony and help on the Greenway is
deeply appreciated. It is through stalwarts such as
yourself that I think we eventually will triumph.

On myvvisit to Japan, I met with the Governor
of Osaka. Through his interpreter, he said, "Tell me
about things in your state -- like your Greenway Pro-
ject.” Governor Evans of Washington and Lt. Governor
Evans of Idaho were also there, but the only thing he
inquired about was Oregon's Greenwayl

I 81id off the chair and fell flat on the floor
in amazement. He went on to say that his state has
been overbuilt with concrete, and they are trying to re-
tain some greenery for aesthetic purposes.

Best raegards,

Governor

RWS:b




