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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Committee:

Last year, Governor Atiyeh became concerned about a growing
nunber of incidents of harassment or violence which appeared to be
racially or religiously motivated.

A cross was burned in the yard of a Black. family in Milwaukie,

and similar incidents were reported in other places.

In Salem, a mixed couple entered a public plade in an orderly
manner. A man is accused of pouring gasoline on the head of the
male member of the couple, to demonstrate his objections to inter-

racial associations.

In Salem, within recent weeks, swastikas have been painted on
the walls of a Synagogue. A swastika also was painted on the

automobile of a local businessman, whose heritage is Jewish.

Oregonians long have prided themselves on béing gentle, easy-
goiné people -- recalling with pride anti-discrimination legislation
coning long before thaﬁ.of the Federal Government and most other
states. I do not recall that we ever claimed to have eliminated all
tréces of sﬁbtle_racism -~ but I believe most of us felt the phrase

7

"Welcome to Oregon’ embraced all comers, whatever their ancestry or

religious preferences.
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The incidents I mentioned above indicatc that not everybody
living in Oregon identifies with this ideal. I could speculate at
length on the reasons for the recent surge of incidents. It might
be that the economic downturn has disadvantaged many'people who are
not accustomed to that status, and some of them feel they must havé

s

a personal scapegoat. I'm certain there are any nuaber of other

explanations.

There already are laws aimed at harassment, intimidation,
violence and destruction of property -- laws against assault,
menacing and criminal mischief. The theory of House Bill 2479 \\\
is that such activities take on a particularly dangerous and

socially disruptive character when they are motivated by racial

or religious bigotry.

If I threaten another person in a restaurant, or étrike him,
or damagé his property because of a heated dispute over fhe merits
of various football players, for example, other patrohs normally
will react by attempting to guell the disturbance. If these actions
are accompanied by racial or religibus‘slurs, tension is much more
likely to spread throughout fhe establishment -- as compatriots of
the victim rally to his defense, and my compatriots respond in turn.
Because such events seriously threaten social order, it is Governor
Atiyeh's view that they should be subjected to more serious sanctions

than apply to the casual wrongdoer.
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House Bill 2479 is so short, that reading it almost amounts
to an explanation. -If an individual intentionally and with intent
to intimidate another person because that other person'é race, color,
religion, anceétry or national origin does certain offensive acts,
the crime of intimidatfon is committed. The actions include physica%
harm, damaging or destroyipg the other person's property, or placing
the other person in fear of imminent-phyéical harm by word or condﬁct._
Let me emphasize this bill is not intended to outlaw social or
political organizations, however offensive their doctrines might be,
Tt is not intended to punish a person for expressing racist views
publicly, ho matter how offensive thosé views may be. It applies

to situations which can best be described as harassment or intimidation.

In discussing this bill with various individuals and groups, I .
have become aware of objections which may be advanced in the course

of these hearings.

It may be stated that consititutional objections can be raised
because of vague language in the printed bill, or language which might
be construed as infringing free speech. I can tell you that the
Governor certainly would be agreeable to amendments which wduldltighten

up'the language of the bill and overcome these objections.
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It has béen stated that this bill might be turned around

against those whom it is intended to protect, and that i1ts protection
should.be limited to members of racial or religious minorities. First,
any law can be tﬁrned_against a segment of society in terms of unfairi
prosecutioné or sentencing practices. While this bili clearly ariseg;
out of the need to protect minorities, I .would have serious constitu-
tional problems if its protections were limited to minorities. Mﬁfe—
over, it is Just as bad for a member of é minority to harass and
intimidate a member of the majority fér racial and religious reasons,

ag it is the other way around.

It has been suggested that the protectibns of this legislation
be extended to include persons victimized by reason of their sexual
orientation,vage, political philbsophy or labor affiliation. The
Governor opposes extension of the bill in this manner. When he
drafted this legislation and caused it to be introduced at his request,

he wanted to take aim at bigotry in Oregon -- but he wanted to use

a rifle, not a shotgun. It is his view that expanding coverage of

¢

the bill at this time will dilute its effectiveness.,

Finally, there have been suggestions - that provisions for.civil-
penalties-be added to the bill -~ granting té injured parties the
right to recover daméges against wrongdoers. Such a prdvision was not
included in the Governor's bill for two reasons. First, he wanted
the bill to be simple and straightforward. Second, it was his suspicion ‘

that while racism is not confined to any one class of society, those |
' |

. who engage in this particular mode of expressing it probably do not
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ofent have substantial means which might be sought in the form of
civil penalties. However, if the Legislature in its wisdom chooses
to insert a civil penalty provision in the bill, the Governor would

not oppose it,

I know many perSons want to be heard on this bill, both as
individuals and as representatives of various organizations, so
I will not consume any more of the committee's time. I will be

happy to attempt to answer questions.

4 #
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1981 Regular Legislative Session
FISCAL ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION
Prepared by the Executive Department and the Legislative Fiscal Office

MEASURE NUMBER: HB 2479

STATUS: Original

SUBJECT: Prohibits certain kinds of harassment against a person on
account of a person's race, color, religion, ancestry or
national origin. ,

GOVERNMENT UNIT AFFECTED: Department of Human Resources Corrections

Division, courts, counties, and cities
BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT ANALYST: Linda Getchell 3-10-81
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL ANALYST: Stephen Forrey 3-10-81

EFFECT ON EXPENDITURES: indeterminate
EFFECT ON REVENUES: none
ORGANIZATIONAL IMPACT: none

EFFECT ON POSITIONS: none

COMMENTS :

The number of cases which might be processed through the courts and cor-
rections system as a result of this statute is indeterminate.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memoranduin

_— o Testimony

TO: . To File - S | DATLPrthEE_Jfﬁk,_,'_ o
- FROM: ' James A. Sanderson

'Assistant Attorney General

| SUBJECT: ‘Racial Harassment

: The varions drafts of the racial intimidation bills that I ‘
have seen appear loaded with vagueness and free speech problems.

.My Thoughts

No matter how many other things thaf-are.already crimes, i.e.;
assault, menacing, criminal mlschlef, we still must add in motive
-as an element to get where we are 901ng on this thing.

o If that is so (i.e., motive must be an element) and if we must
have such a statute, then why don t we simply say ‘it stralght out.,

Example:

(1) A. person commits the crime of 1nt1m1dat10n lf he violates
ORS 163.160, ORS 163.190, ORS 164.345 (or any other crxime you care
to name) and he is motivated to commit the crime by reason of the
‘race, color, religion, ancestry or national origin of the v1ct1m.

(2) Intimidation is a Class C‘Felony.

\mg
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Proposed amendments to HB 2479, by Multnomah County District

Attorney's Office.

Relating to crime.

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION 1. Section 2 of this Act is added to and made a part
of ORS 163.165 to 163.205.

SECTION 2. (1) A person commits the crime of intimidation
if, on account of another person's race, color, religion,
ancestry or national origin, the person conspires with another
to:

(a) Cause physical injury to another person; or,

(b) By word or conduct attempts to place another person in
fear of imminent serious physical injury; or,

(c) Damages property of another, having no right to do so
nor reasonable ground to believe that he or she has such right.

(2) Intimidation is a Class C Felony.
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Jim Hennings, Metropolitan
Public Defenders, testimony

BILL FOR AN ACT '@ril 14, 1981

(Addition to ORS 161.450-161.485)

Conspiracy to Intimidate

(1) A person is guilty of the crime of conspiracy to
intimidate if that person agrees with one or more
persons to commit the crime of Menacing as defined
in ORS 163.190; or the crime of Harassment as
defined in ORS 166.065; or the crime of Criminal

Mischief as defined in ORS 164.345.

(2) Conspiracy to Intimidate is a:
(a) Class C Felony if the object of the conspiracy
is to menance another person;
(b) Class A Misdemeanor if the object of the
conspiracy is to Harass another person;
(c) Class B Misdemeanor if the object of the
conspiracy is to commit Criminal Mischief

against another person.
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A BILL FOR AN ACT ep e vl FIIRDT AVE.

P‘ORTLA._'ND,l OR 97204
Relating to equal protection of the laws; creaflﬁg new'prdv‘sions;
amending ORS 180.070 and 180.080; providing penalties; and
creating an emergency.
Be i+ Enacted by the People of the State of Oregon:

SECTION |. Every person within the jurisdiction of this state
has the right to be free of intimidation by violence or the threat of
violence agalnst his or her person or property, committed because of
his or her race, color, sex, sexual orientation, religion, ancestry or
national origin. The state shall be deemed to have a direct Interest
in securing these rights to the peopie of the state of Cregon.

SECTION 2. (a) No person shall intentionally deprive or attempt
+o deprive, either directly or indirectly, any person or class of
persons of the equal protection of the laws, or of equal privileges
and immunities of the laws.

(b) No person shall Intentionally prevent or hinder or attempt
+o hinder the public authorities of this State or any subdivision of
the State from securing to all persons within the jur!sdlcfloﬁ the
equal protection of the laws.

SECTION 3. Violation of Section 2 of this 1981 Act is a Class G
Felony.

SECTION 4. Any person Injured by a violation of Section 2 of
this 198! Act shall have an action To secure an injunction, .damages,
or other appropriate relief against any and all persons whose actions,
untawful under this 1981 Act, caused him or her loss or deprivation of
rights. Upon prevailing in such an action, the plaintiff may recover
general damages for personal Injury Including emotional distress and

injury to property, and punitive damages, and in addition shall be




entitled to judgment for reasonable attorney fees as part of costs
awarded against the defendant.
Section 5. ORS 180.070 is amended to read: (1) The Attorney

General may, when directed to do so by the Governor or as provlded

by law, take full charge of any investigation or prosecution of
violation of law in which the circult court has jurisdiction.

(2) When acting under this sectlion, the Attorney General shall
have all the powers of a district attorney, including ‘the power to
issue or cause to be issued subpenas or other process. The Attorney
General may, when he considers the public interest requires, with or
wlthout the concurrence of the district attorney, direct the county
grand Jury to convene for the investigation and consideration of
such matters of a criminal nature as he desires to submit to it. He
may take full charge of the presentation of such matters to the grand
jury, issue subpenas, prepare indictments, and do all other things
incldent thereto to the same extent as the district attorney may do.

(3) . All costs, fees and other expense shall be pald by the gounfy
In which the investigation takes place, to the same extent as if con-
ducted by the district attorney of that county.

(4) The power conferred by this section, ORS 180.060, 180.220
or 180.240 does not deprive the district attorneys of any of their
authority, or relieve them from any of their duties to prosecute
criminal violations of law and advise the officers of the counties
composing thelr districts.

Section 6. ORS 180.080 Is amended to read: (1) When directed
by the Governor, the Attorney General shall attend In person, or by
one of his assistants, any term of any court, or appear before the

grand jury in any county, for the purpose of managing and conducting
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In such court, or before such jury, the criminal actlion or proceeding
specified In the requirement,

(2) When au+horlzéd by law, the Attorney General may aTTend in

person, or by one of his assistants, any term of any court, or appear

before the grand jury in any county, for +he purpose of managing and

conducting In such court, or before such jury, the criminal action or

proceeding specified In the law.

(3) The Attorney General, or his assistant so attending, shall
exercise all the powers and perform all the duties in respect of the
action or proceeding which the district attorney would otherwise be
authorized to exercise or perform. The district attorney shall only
exerclse such powers and perform such duties in the action or pro-
ceeding as are required of him by the Attorney General, or his assis-
tant so attending.

SECTION 7. This Act being necessary for the immediate pre-

servation of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency Is

declared to exist, and this Act takes effect on 1+s passage.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

STATEMENT ON

RACTAL, HARASSMENT LEGISLATION

The Portland Chapter of the American Jewish Committee
is firmly convinced that the State of Oregon must speedily adopt
racial harassment legislation.

As this nation's pioneer human relations agency, the i
American Jewish Committee has for 75 years monitored racial
activities in this country. We have noted with alarm both the
recent increase in such activities and the permissive attitude
which has often made offenders believe such behavior is accept-
able. Over the past 12 months incidents of vandalism and other
malicious acts against synagogu?s and other Jewish institutions
in the U.S. have increased sharply, almost tripling the figures
for a year ago. Blacks, Hispanics, Asian/Americans and others
have noted similar increases in acts of overt racism.

We in Oregon have certainly not been immune from these
problems. Over the past year a number of events have taken place
which have put individuals in fear for their safety. We are cer-
tain you are aware of the harassment which confronted a Black
family living'in Milwaukie and of the fact that only recently
extremist literature was stapled to the synagogue here in Salem.

I don't know, however, if you are aware that at the
same time the president of that synagogue received threatening
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Jeanne Moment, Roscoe Nelson, Patti Nemer, Ken Novak, Nancy Oseran, Sam Robinson, Dr. William Rosenbaum, Victor Rosenfeld, Warren
Rosenfeld, Morris Rosencrantz, Dr. Milton Singer, Fritzi Sussman, Amy Tanne, Merritt Yoelin.



Pt

The American Jewish Committee
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phone calls or that only recently a Black family living in
Eugene received a harassing note telling them that they had

better move and implying "or else." You should be aware also

‘that racial problems are not new to Oregon. White supremist

groups such as the Klan have a long history of activity here.

In fact, in the early 1920's the American Jewish Committee filed

a brief before the Oregon Supreme Court which helped to defeat

a discriminatory Klu Klux Klan-supported law. Certainly the
legislation you are considering will not put an end to extremism --
there will always be those in society who wish to perpetuate
racism. However, it will serve notice to the people of Oregon
that in this state racism will not be tolerated.

Governor Atiyeh's courageous stand in Presenting this
legislation to the people of Oregon must not be accorded any-
thing less than full acceptance by this body. To do so would
make a mockery of those concerns he expressed on behalf of all
caring and concerned citizens.

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee, let me
make our position clear: We are not talking about prank calls
and irritating name calling. We are talking about those events
which put innocent citizens in fear for their safety, which cause
actual bodily harm, and which deface and destroy the property
of minority groups. We are talking about those events which

too often, because the appropriate statutes are not on the




The American Jewish Committee
Statement on Racial
Harassment Legislation Page 3

books of the State of Oregon, are treated as "malicious mischief"
or other misdemeanors, even though they have harmed and terri-
fied innocent men and women. We are talking about those eVents
which made individuals fear to leave their homes because of
threats received, afraid to go to church or synagogue or school
because of harassment which has taken place.

Such events have taken place in our state, and this
body must adopt those laws which will give law enforcement
officials the backing they need to actively pursue and penalize
offenders. Because right now they lack that backing, investi-
gation of such complaints is often tentative. A strong racial
harassment bill will provide a mechanism for law enforcement
agencies to actively pursue and enforce cases of racial harass-
ment. We believe also that it will act as a deterrent.

You will note that these remarks have been limited
to the subject of harassment based upon race, color, religion,
ancestry, or national origin. While we are sympathetic to the
additional concerns included in House Bills 2702 and 2703, it
is our belief that those issues will be host effectively dealt
with separately.

In order to conform to existing statutes, we would
suggest that H.B. 2479 be amended by changing Section 2 to read:

SECTION 2. (1) A person commits the crime of intimi-

dation if with intent to intimidate another person because
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of such other person's race, color, religion, ancestry or
national origin, the person:

(a) Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causes
physical injury to another person;

(b) By word or conduct intentionally attempts to
place another person in fear of imminent physical injury;

(c) Tampers with, interferes with, damages or destroys
the property of another person.

(2) Intimidation is a Class C felony.

We would also suggest the addition of a third section
to set forth civil penalties, and would propose the following
language, similar to that which may have already been presented
to you by the N.A.A.C.P.:

SECTION 3. Any person who is the subject of intimi-
dation as the same is defined in Section 2 of this Act
may‘institute a claim for relief in an appropriate court
against any person responsible therefore to recover actual
damages or $500.00, whichever is greater, and punitive
damages, not to exceed $10,000.00. The court may award
other equitable relief as it deems necessary or proper;
plus reasonable attorney fees and costs. The parent,
parents or legal guardian of an unemancipated minor shall
be liable for any judgment recovered against such minor
under this section, provided, however, that such liability

shall be subject to ORS 30.765.
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In summary, then, on behalf of the Portland Chapter of
the American Jewish Committee let me restate our position:

The need for this legislation is abundantly clear;
the effective language is before you for your consideration;
we ask that you act with all due haste to move this bill out of
committee with unanimous recommendation for passage so that the
citizens of Oregon understand that their elective representatives

have said "no" to acts of racial and religious harassment.

Respectfully submited by

/mlb
Lawrence Gorin

81-404-34 American Jewish Committee

4221
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Mike Sandmeyer  April 23, 1981
" Portland Town Council

Testimony

| Portland
( -~ Town
Council

Tele. 227-2765
408 SW. Second Avenue, Suite 408, Portland, 97204

TESTIMONY OF PORTLAND TOWN COUNCIL
ON HOUSE BILL 2479
BEFORE THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

APRIL 23, 1981

Thank you for allowing me to speak before you today. I represent
Portland Town Council, Oregon Gay civil rights organization. Portland
Town Council is very concerned about the grave problem that the govern-
or's bill, H.B. 2479, addresses. We applaud the efforts of this legis-
“~lature for looking at the problems of harrassment and intimidation of
(4 Jregon's citizens. The problems caused by bigotry, ignorance and fear
are very serious ones. In hard economic times they get even worse, as
some groups are térgeted as scape goats. We definitely support the
intent of H.B. 2479. The bill, however, fails to address the fact that
gay people are increasingly subject to vicious attack and intimidation

because they are gay.

I would like to summarize briefly some of these attacks. ~All but
one have occurred within the past nine months, and are occurring with

alarmingly increasing frequency.

January, 1979: Wolf Creek, southern Oregon

A structure was destroyed by firebomb on land belonging to a

~roup 0f gay men. The structure and contents were lost. Please read

A

che attached Oregonian article of July 22, 1979, for details.



June, 1980: Waterfront Park, Portland, Oregon

Two men were attacked during Rose Festival by two men, who called
them "queer", "faggot", etc. One victim was kicked in the face and re-

quired surgery.

June - August, 1980: Laurelhurst Park, Portland, Oregon

Three men were physically attacked by groups of male teenagers,
and others were threatened. All cases occurred at separate times, all
involved wéapons (2x4's and billy clubs), and all were accompanied by
anti-gay threats and taunts.

Of the three men assaulted, one required extended intensive care
hospitalization and suffered loss of speech, vision and hearing. The
second suffered severe concussion, temporary memory loss, speech impair-
~ment, and psychological trauma. The third was treated in a hospital

mergency room and released.

October, 1980: Downtown, Portland, Oregon

A victim was taunted by three men with anti-gay abuse and threats
of violence. The same victim was later with a friend and the same three
men attacked them. One of the victims was kicked unconscious and suffered

two cracked ribs.

October, 1981: Northwest Portland, Portland, Oregon

Two men entered a gay bar and hassled the bartender with verbal
anti-gay abuse. The victim (a customer) was beaten with a motorcycle

chain.




October, 1980: Northwest Portland, Portland, Oregon

Two men repeatedly kicked victim in the face and stomach. Attackers
used anti-gay verbal abuse. The victim was in intensive care for two (2)

weeks and required surgery.

November, 1980: Downtown, Portland, Oregon

Man beaten up on a bridge while bike riding. He was subjected to

anti-gay verbal abuse.

November, 1980: Downtown, Portland, Oregon

Two men were attacked by four young males, subjected to anti-gay
verbal abuse. Victims were told, "we're gonna kick your ------ faggots."

One of the victims suffered a broken wrist.

“MNecember, 1980: Downtown, Portland, Oregon

Three young males chased the victim down the street calling him
"faggot". The victim sustained a broken nose, various cuts and bruises

and head lacerations.

January, 1981: Downtown, Portland, Oregon

Man walked out of a gay bar, attacker approached and said, "are
you AC or DC", then hit him (victim) in the face with his fist-- victim's

jaw was broken.

January, 1981: Downtown, Portland, Oregon

Man attacked outside a cafe. Attackers asked if he was a faggot;
man said that it was none of their business. Victim was assaulted, suffer-
ed injury to his lip and jaw. Went to the hospital, was treated and re-
"eased. On the same night the same group of men tried to get into a gay
par and were denied entrance. They called in a bomb threat, It was a

false alarm.,




There are even more reports with the victims being chased through
department stores, shopping centeré and other public places. The problem
has gotten so extensive that it has been written up in the Oregonian, the

Willamette Week, and the L.A. Times. I have copies of those articles if

you would 1ike to read themn.

Some of the arguments that have been used against including gays
as one of the "protected"_are: |

1. it would dilute the bill. The California bill which was the
model for the Oregon bill feads "race, color, religion, ancestry, national
origin, political affiliation, sex, or position in a labor dispute. The
Californians have found that such inclusions have not weakened the bill.

2. Another argument is that this is "our bill and the gays should
wvait their turn"., The problem is happening right now. Our concern is
that 1f this legislature should fail to include sexual orientation into
the harrassment and intimidation bill, they will be giving their approval
for the anti-gay violeﬁce to not only continue but to worsen.

3. A third argument is that there is a natural separation between:
gays and other minorities. Historically there has been no such separation.
In Nazi Germany, thousands of gays were sent to their death in concentra-
tion camps. The neo-Nazi and white supremacy groups do not separate us in
their literature and in their hate attacks. When the economic situation

gets bad, we, toc, are always singled out for abuse and attack.




We do believe Ehat intimidation is a problem which should be
addressed by this legislaturé in the form it finds most appropriate.
Whatever the form, we urge that it include protection for persons
intimidated because 0of their sexual orientation."Therefore, we urge

the committee to adopt the attached amendment to H.B. 2479.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO H.B. 2479

On page one (1) of the printed bill, after "ancestry",
delete "or national origin“ and insert "national origin

or sexual orjientation”.
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- Of unwanted sort
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Story on Page One also

! Even in an area that supports as
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many varieties of counterculture life-
style as Southwestern Oregon, the gay
commune of Creekland is-different.

A San Francisco emigre to the Wolf
Creek area, GBS, purchased
the lush pasture and forest land for a
commune in 1976. Membership fluc-
tuated, but for two years, the residents’

* chief activity was producing a small,

nationally circulated magazine, RFD,
(subtitle: “a country faggot journal”).
The magazine now is published in
North Carolina, and Creekland residents
farm ane, raise animals. ‘
Most! residents had trekked to

. Creeklar_l'd from the busy gay scene of

San Fre'ncisco. But whereas many male
homosexuals residing in San Francisco
affect macho mannerismhs and exag-
gerated maleness, the Creekland resi-
dents are devoted to cross-dressing —

- ordrag.

Drag on the streets of San Francisco
is common; a man in a dress in the Wolf
Creek General Store stands out.
~ Creekland residents consider the

“earing of female clothing on occasion

Jolitical act, a defiance of sexual roles
arbitrarily assigned by society. But
some old-timers in Wolf Creek — and
even some recently arrived longhairs —
may not have been prepared for the
sight of a hairy, bearded man in a skirt
or an ex-priest dressed as a nun.

Creekland got attention.

At about 10 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 11,
Eric Dobbs, who lives with his wife and
children in a mobile home near Creek-
land, heard dogs barking across the
road.

“3ay commune gets

4mme convinced that part of the build-
ing and some possessions could have
been saved. He sent a scathing report to
the state fire marshal.

Although Creekland was the most
visible gay living arrangement in the
area, other gay communes and

. households have proliferated in the sur-
rounding hills. Fearing other attacks,
Tatum advised three households to be
vigilant.

Scott continued the investigation.
Evidence, he said, included a partial fin-
gerprint on one of the wine bottles and
the bottles themselves, which bore the
1abel “T.J. Swann Easy Nights Apple
Wine.”

Scott says he tried to find out where
the wine was purchased, but was un-
successful since he said it is not sold in
any area stores.

In fact, T.J. Swann Easy Nights Ap-
ple Wine has been sold since before the
first of the year in two small stores in
Wolf Creek and in one store in nearby
Sunny Valley. Informed last week that
the wine is sold, Scott said he did not
check the shelves of the stores but
called the owners for information.

Baxter says that his department did
locate the stores dispensing the wine
but that he does not recall whether he
told Scott. He says that at any rate,
such communication would not be made
public. .

The commune had been the object of
previous harassment. The commune
mailbox was knocked down on two oc-
casions. On one of these occasions,
neighbors believed they saw a dark
pickup truck in the vicinity and in-
formed Creekland residents.

The barking seemed to develop in

progression, causing Dobbs to speculate
that a bear was gradually making its
way down the road to the commune
area.

attention
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- Residents of the commune claim
that later, an occupant of a dark truck
shook a rifle at them in a provocative
manner. Ik, & commune member,
took the license number of the truck
(registered to a Medford resident whose
son resided at one time in Wolf Creek)
and says he gave it to Baxter.

Tatum believes fire is the greatest
danger to local residents and that every
effort should be made to find the arso-
nist. :
Many local residents believe the in-
vestigation was inadequate. Says Bot
Pugh, who lives with his wife and chil-
dren in a three-family living arrange-
ment called Lichen, “What 1 know it
that the investigation wasn't enougl:."”

At the Josephine County sheriff’s
office, Deputy Sheriff John Hancock
overheard a reporter for The Oregoniar.
discussing the case with Scott and con-
nected the incident casually with “tha:
bunch of fruits living up there in Wol!
Creek.”

Asked whether Hancock's language
reflects the attitude of the Josephine
County sheriff's department toward he-
mosexuals, Undersheriff Jim Carltor
said: “No, I don’t think there is any
validity to that at all. Our county has
had counterculture residents for years. 1
think our officers are sensitive to the
victimization of all sorts of people.”

Although acknowledging that he is
not well-acquainted with the case, Carl-
ton insists the investigation has been
conducted thoroughly.

On March 24, the arson case was
declared inactive in a report prepared
by Scott. Scott says the investigation is
continuing, however.

At 2 a.m. the following morning, a % - Scott did not make impressions of

child, sleeping with his
bro}her and a visitor in a tiny makeshift
cabin 20 feet from the commune living
area, was awakened by the fire,
He awakened ER¥, and
_ who rushed to a
;gx'ghbogs home and telephoned Jose-
* phine County Sheriff’s de
Scott. deputy. Paul
Scott rushed to the scene and

- promptly mired his vehicle in the gush-

ing Wolf Creek, which crosses the dirt
road & quarter of a mile from the com-
mune. ‘

He_walked the remaining distance
and discovered two crude Molotov
cocktalls on the ground 30 feet from the

. burning building. Later, a third Molotov

A ey

- cocktail was found in the ruins.

Dobbs was on the scene. He and
Scott hiked to a nearby access road
where they discovered fresh tire tracks

. — regular tires in front and bald tires in

the rear — and one footprint.

T

<

the tracks, photograph them or attempt
to preserve them. Dobbs asked the rea-
son for the omission. Scott now ex-
plains that because of rain that began
fglling at approximately the time the
fire was set, well-defined footprints,
admissible as evidence, could not have

_ been obtained. He apparently did not

consider the tracks to be valuable as
leads in an investigation.

Early the next morning, Sgt. Grego-
ry Baxter, an arson investigator for the
Oregon State Police in Medford, ap-
peared on the scene. '

But John Tatum, chief of the volun-

- teer fire department, was not notified of
- the fire until 3 p.m. that afternoon and
- did not appear on the scene until 10

a.m. Saturday morning. Even then, the

- structure was smoldering.

The failure of the sheriff’s deputy to

:,: notify the fire department infuriated

Tatum. He examined the ruins and be-
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8y STEVE JENNING
of The Oregonien siaft

Preston, & _34-year-old Portland
walter, had been close to being beaten
before, although he had always man-
aged 1o escape would-be attackers.

But his luck ran out at 3 am. Jan. 15
as he walked to his Northwest Portland
bome following a night of socializing in
bars frequented by homosexuals.

Confronted by two men he later de-
scribed as “middle class-looking guys.”
Preston was savagely beaten with fists
and feet. His nose was broken, his
cheek fractured, both eyes were black-
ened and his forearm was pulled out of
its socket. * o

Two weeks later, the effects of the
beating still were evident as he recount-
ed the incident, one that Is becoming
increasingly more frequent on the city's
streets, according to gay rights acti-
vists. : ’ "

A" growing national focus on con-
servative moral values, frustration with
a seemingly faltering-economy and
unemployment have been clted as cau-
satlve factors for the apparent growth
in harassment and attacks against raclal
and sexual minorities.

Local homosexual organizations es-
timate the Portland metropolitan area
gay population at 100,000, and many of
Yhose men and women have been sub-
Jected to violent abuse, ranging from
property vandalism to murder.

. Activist groups are beginning to rec-
ord (hese attacks under a new category
of crime — “gay bashing.” .

Interviews with police in Seattle

and San Franciseo indicate attacks on
, homosexuals n those cities may be on
the upswing as well. :

“My feeling s that It's going to be a
bad time for a while for these folks,”
said Dr. Edward M. Colbach, a Portland
psychiatrist. “A renewed growth In
neo-Nazism Is part of the same prob-"
jem. The have-nots are frustrated, an-
gry. Anyone cousidered deviant'ls a
perfect scapegoat™ . o

“At fitgt, ] ooly saw the guy In the -
suit,% saig Preston, why has beea " -

advised by the Multaonah County, (% SATURDAY NIGHT — Sidowalk raflc s heawy near The Embers, downtowri
Portland bar acknowledged as clty's leading gay-oriented nightspot. ._.so_.m

. Lot e Stalf photo by TOM TREICK
have been reported random attacks against homosexual men, women near
the nightclub; owners say street violence has hurt business. - T

Jast same. “He walked right up to me
and punched me befqre I knew what -
was happesing. He started making anti~

'— 'summoned by a witness — arrived - Was sure 93., were going to kill me,” , Preston continues to work with the dis-

detalls of the ini 2 with two bleck eyes” 1" -, " In one. Incident, a gay man’ was
“ident. Features of his attackers still _.(ommv_ﬁ the viciousness of ‘his at- killedina Burnside-area tavern by two
main something of a blur, slthough Tack, Preston may be considered lucky brothers — both heterosexuals. Accord-

RE I St _ i B it A

e e .o .
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gay remarks — ‘Hey faggot.’ and things, ~with sirens screaming. : “ he said, “Nothing llke that has ever trict attorney’s office.and hopes some- eral Portland homosexuals have been

like that ¥ ° m -“He wouldn’t let me alone until he'd happened to me before.” day to face his assallants In court. murdered in incidents police believe.

N The man pusk>" “eat and shoved .:gotten & lot of blood,” Preston said of .  Police took his report, but for many “I'm having a hard time findlng a were related In some way to thelr life-
Preston across M 1 Irving Street his attacker, “I wes bleeding badly. 1 . days head injuries prevented Prestr " he noted. “Nobody wants to hirea style. T e

near 21st Aven, \ond assallent’ couldn't see for the blood. They wanted.s, from remembering

appeared from ou.___.¢ darkness, and to give me a transfusion at the hospital.

hoth men hest their victim until police “ was really afraid for my life, I
1} .

{

f hard times -

¢ - ing to John Gardner, a deputy district

- gay)bar.” .

" 12 yeats,” according to an employee at

% - sympathetic but are too thinly spread to :

- officerssaid the result could mean fur-

to have survived. In the past year, sev- -

*attorney familiar with the case, the gay
victim was *'stomped to death simply
because he walked into the wrong (non-

The two attackers were convicted -
of manslaughter and given 10-year pris- _-
-on terms with 5-year minlmums. -

_ Following a flurry of apparently . ’
‘random attacks against homosexuals in
Laurelhurst Park last summer, “bash-
ers” '— many of them teen-agers who
according to.one police officer consider
‘attacks on’ gays “a kind of sport” —
have shifted their activities to the
- downtown_gay bar and bathhouse dis-

On‘a. recent: Saturday nlght, two
gangs of youths attacked three men in
separate incidents 'withln an hour. All
three' attacks occurred on the same city
block. No'arrests, were made.
“It ‘wis the worse night I've seen in

The Embers at 739 S.W. Park Ave, one
of the city's leading gay-oriented night-
clubs. - i h ‘
- - “It's already affected our business,”
sald Don ‘Strand, the club’s manager.

“People are afraid to walk through the v
distrfct” 0 ;

‘Gay activists and businessmen sald
police officers patrolling the district are :

YOO Tt Ak

be an effective deterrent.

i, . Although most law enforcement of-
ficlals interviewed said they are con-
vinced ‘random  attacks against homo-
sexuals are increasing, most added that
such. & ‘trend Is nearly impossible to
prove because of standard reporting

_.ém don't normally ask if an assault
victim is gay; said one deputy, district

s MLt et

Portland police officers said the

most troubling obstacle to deterring gay

- bashlng is the victims' apparent reluc-
tance toreport assaults.

_ Meanwhile, some victims have be-
gun arming themselves and enrolling in
self-defense “street-fighting” classes.
While police sympathize with homosex-
uals” ‘attempts to protect themseives,

EPLT SIPR

w
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bloodshec.i’ -~ . & X
. ™I a-gay victim or potentlal vietim *
:Is carrylnga knifé, then somebody else

* I3 going to come at them with a board,”

.n»_n,_,Uon,..Z_nrwﬂW. L e, “And if -
.they get a board, sor seis golng -
to mmz,n_:.... o o

‘Detalls on Page Bi—" P
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“Homosexua

Story on Page Bl also thrown a punch,” according to the In-
TEVE , structor of one class in Northeast Port-
"14" o ._mz-qkz e . land, who asked to remain anonymous.

Their methods sometimes seem la-
compatible, but city officials and mem-
bers of Portland’'s homosexual com-
munity are both moving to stem the

|fend themselves. They're not going to .
take someone's head off when a guy on

ety g e f s v 123 41 ey o el st

lence against gay men and women. - . . e
One gay activist organization, the Bnﬂ_ﬂnwnﬁwhﬂuhmw. men in her course
Safe Streets Alliance, Is encouraging already have bdeen victims of un-

gay bar owners and managers to log
provoked, seemingly random street at-
assaults against customers. 1f the statis- tacks recently In Portiand.

tics prove gay nightlife areas to be high Th .
ist e class meets once a week to
assault zones, the actl hope to ob- practice not only self-defense tacties,

taln .__.n_.o-ua police patrols In the but to discuss non-violent ways of deal-
Posters emblazoned “Report As- _%_mowchw verbal _.E.Pa..m:_o:n or physical
saults” have been tacked up next to Increased violence against homosex-

gwu”“-hzdmnﬂu% d.___nﬂ“w are belng uals became evident last summer in a
y . flurry of assaults agalnst gay men in
encouraged to report crimes directly to Laurethurst Park

”_-..-neﬂ“.__np_n_v.l Eumuﬂ ﬁnu.%nﬂhunn ﬂw_-h“ “These young kids (the assailants)
— and seck aggressive prosecution of were using boards on the gays who
were In the park,” sald Det. Michael -

their sssailants. - :
: Linehares, an investigator who in Au-
. .Charles Jordan, city commissioner gust was assigned to follow up on

In charge of the Police Bureau, said a
liaison officer will be appointed to deal “.F_A& assault cases {nvolving homosex-
specifically with complaints from the , '
.“wneaama? P “They'd just walk up 1o a guy, ask
Meanwhile, police officers and some DI If he was gay aod ‘bop,” bit him-
gay leaders are concerned that violence over the head,” Linehares sald.
Over a perlod of several weeks be-

will beget violence. Gay men, some of
ginning in late July, police logged about
them victims of sidewalk sttacks from 10 assaults, including at least one stab-

”““"uh .ev_,-u .ﬁ.-ﬂ% B_.on.._:____”“ ﬂﬁnﬂﬁ blng, against homosexual men In the

classes. Some, according 1o police offl- park. Each of the assaults was preceded

cers, may even be arming themselves ww. 4.;5 one officer called “queer-ait-
ng.

with knives and guns. )
homosexual com- Undercover “decoy” police were as-
Leadess 1n the signed to the park in August, but by

M“w._Ewo ._o-,h_.m.nw ﬂﬁwoﬂu.aﬂoﬂnwouhﬁ that time the attacks had subsided, only
sexuals would resort 1o use of guns or 0 begin agaln downtown.
X Linebares said the scope of the ho-
nives. They -nw:oi_awnrvcinﬁ_.. % mosexual assault problem became ap-
wasN _nm wo-m.w__ﬂa-ﬂ—:_-u_.nu ﬁu&nﬂnﬂhﬁn parent to him a few months later during
t a homlclde {nvestigation. The victim,
-:F..- u.z___!_g iw“r ouo_ vw:naEB Richard Lee Davidson, was found beat-
En..wnnoh_aa oﬂuﬂro-_n... _.Wo_.._nﬂ_n_..n inoth RO death Nov. 5 in hls Northwest
. P Portland apartment. Two men later
er citles, we're concerned about a gen- were arrested and charged with the
eral trend of more people of all kinds murder. Police said the men had been

wnn_.w-_”"humﬂ nﬂﬂhﬂ: Rhodes, Jor- plcked up by Davidson ln a homosexual

Some gays have enrolled In martial %" ,
arts classes a3 a way to protect them- . During the course of the investiga-

ves. ¥ tlon, Linehares said he Interviewed
7 Some of these' guys have never - “scores™fof gay men, “snd just about

' ¥ SRR

“The Idea Is to teach them how to de- -

the street asks them for a match. But -

assaults produce

every one of them seemed to have some

kind of personal horror story to tell —

many of them still had the bruises to -

prove it.”

When he checked their storles

against police records, however, no
trace of an assault complaint could be
found.

“The gay community demands that
we do something, but nobody reports
the assaults,” Linehares said. “I guess
the feeling Is that if you're gay, no-
body's going to care.

“But without the assault reports,
- there are no statistics that our computer

can spit out to justify sending more offl-
cers Into those areas.

“It's my opinlon that a lot of gay
assauits are happening, and that the
numbers are increasing all the time,” he
sald.

Similar reports are cropping up In
other West Coast cities. .

“The problem Is these guys who go .

Into the homosexual neighborhoods in
town and harass them,” sald Lt. Gino
Marlonetti, a homicide detective with
the San Francisco Police Department.
“They're young punks, out for a little
bit of excltement, I guess.”

Seattle Police Sgt. John Gray,
“another homicide detective, said, “We
- really don’t keep statlstics on victims as

to sexual preference, but ! can tell you
that I believe there's been a steady in-
crease (of assaults on gay persons) over
the last two or three years."”

In Portland, the Women's Crisis
- Line reported an increase In rape as-

saults with apparently anti-homosexual
overtones. Some women have been told
In the course of an attack that they
were being raped because it was
thought they were lesblans.
“A woman we talked to recently
sald a rapist followed her out of a tav-
‘ern and while he attacked her he sald,
‘I'm golng to get all of the lesblans,’"
sald Josle Torres, a counselor with the

crisis center.
Since last fall, the Safe Streets Al-
llance has attempted to document the

scope of assaults against Portland ho-
mosexuals.

Larry Whitson, one of Safe Streets'
founders, said early reports indicated
“major” attacks — Injurles requiring
hospitd! treatment or hospitalization —
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SELF-DEFENSE — z.nz_m_ arts students learn defensive = There are reports that homosexuals fearing assaults

mansuvers in Northeast Portland martial arts class.

were occurring at the rate of about one
per week, With the Increase in accept-
ance by the homosexual community, the
reporting project has begun to record an
Increasing number of major attacks.

“The patroliing police offlicers also
are encouraging people to report at-
tacks,” according to David Bennett,
another Safe Streets volunteer worker.
“There's still a lingering attitude in
some quarters, however, that If a gay
man or woman is out on the streets
during the evening they're sort of ask-
Ing for it.”

Whitson clalmed that some police
have a lingering “notion” that gay men
prompt assaults by attempting to
“proposition™ thelr attackers. “That's
really hard to belleve,” he sald, “glven
the circumstances of these assaults.”

On a recent tour through the gay
bar area of downtown Portland, both
club-owners and their customers In-

dicated that random beatings had be-
come an accepted element of street life.

A bartender at a Southwest Park
Avenue bar and restaurant, which is
patronized by both heterosexuals and

homosexuals, said she had not believed

the extent of violent activity untll re-
cently, when a man was “chased” Into
the cafe by a maraunding band of
youths.

“He wasn't gay — they just figured
he was,” she sald. “I guess it's been bad
all along, but I've just been made aware

of it because all of a sudden it’s happen-

Ing right on my doorstep.” \

Patrick, a part-time bartender In the
district who asked that his last name
not be used, described an attack that
occurred several nights before,

“It was the second time I'd been
assaulted In three weeks,” he sald. “The
flrst time they broke my nose, I was
just walking down the street, minding

also have begun carrying aom_, gas canlsters, weapons.

my own business, and these guys
jumped me."” .. -

He described his attackers as
“young, teen-agers 1 guess. There were
three or four of them.”

~ Jerry Weller, the executive director
of the Portland Town Councll, a gay
‘ community organization, said he has
urged victims who are reluctant to talk
with poHce to contact his group. Like
the Safe Streets Alliance, the Town
Councll Is trying to bulld a case for
more street patrols in the gay club dis-
trict. . C

“Street violence Is a real issue right
here In Portland,” Weller said at a re-
cent meeting of mental health system
professionals. “‘Because of the rise of
groups - like Moral Majority (the con-
servatlve political organization), young
kids believe it's OK to come after us.
They are being told that we’re some-

* thing less;than human.”
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Why are Nuo»ias&w gay

men being attacked on the streets,

.

By Susan C. Orlean

First, it’s just a light tap. Then a little
harder, a shove. Next comes, invariably, the

thug’s favorite exhortation: ‘‘Hey, you.”
Th  ugly turn:

.- anything at hand will do—motor-
cycle chain, two-by-four, baseball bat, fist.

| Or just toss the prey through a plate-glass

“Hey, fag."

window. Finally, there’s the scramble down

the night-draped Portland streets, so quick .

that the: moment is preserved only by the
cracked skull or broken arm or bloodied face
of the vicim. Nowc they call it *‘strang-
et-to-stranger violenc. ___.own at Central Pre-
cinct.

But to Portland’s. homosexual residents,
this kind of violence is no longer a stranger.

Since last summer, the city has been racked

AINIHO AHLYD B

by tandom attacks against gay men. Portland -

police documented 10 anti-gay assaults in
Laurelhurst Patk in July and August a’
and believe that countless more wentv__~

- Please turn to page 2



-

2 FOR THE WEEK DEC. 8-15, 1980

Bashing

Continued from 1 .
_ported. Safe Streets Alliance, a gay task-
force organized -because of those at-
tacks, reports that dozens of other
assaults 'have taken place downtown
since cold weather emptied the park;
Willamette Week’s investigation has
uncovered more that have never been

reported anywhere.
This, against a backdrop of antiho-

mosexual violence that ha$ suddenly |

convulsed nearly every city in -the

country: The machine-gunning of two"

gay bars in Manhattan that left two men
dead; 13 murders in the predominantly
gay :ervo_&ooa of East Hollywood
this year alone; - vicious anti-homo-
sexual attacks in Seattle parks; street
violence against gays everywhere.

With the slate-gray days'of Novem-
ber have come the final steps toward
panic: On Nov. 5, only one day after a
sweep of candidites skated into office on
anti-gay platforms, the body of a gay
man, Richard Lee Davidson, was found
in his Northwest Portland apartment,
He had been beaten to death. Two
weeks later, another ‘gay man was
pearly beaten to death in his. ZEBoB-
ah County home.

Portland’s gay 8BB=EQ is braced
in fear. Few believe the violence is any-
thing less than a dramatic shift in the
national mood toward an anti-gay an-
"tagonism, reinforced by the rise of the
New Right, and egged on by the grow-
ing visibility of the gay community. But
like rape victims, many gay men have

an emotional thicket to break through
before they can enlist. help in their pri-
vate street war, including fear of .the
police, of ridicule, of public exposure of
their sexuality. The police, anxious to
stave the swell of violence, are frus-
trated and helpless without the neces-
sary cooperation from victims.

As long as this stalemate continues,
homosexuals will be forced to fend for
themselves. Already, according to
many gay men we interviewed, Port-
land’s gay community is arming with
tear ga$, whistles, razor blades, and
even knives, while dreading that such
precautions will only increase violence.
Safe Streets Alliance is trying to contain
the violence by posting information to
check the rumor mill, encouraging po-

lice reports in an effort to speed police.

involvement, and holding self-defense

‘classes for gay men designed especially

to deal with the vulnerability and emo-
tional tangle of this ingrown communi-

ty.

‘Through the park darkly

Laurelhurst w&.w.. on a bright July
day; is easily one of the city’s loveliest

~spots. In an affluent. Southeast neigh-

borhood, it seems an unlikely set for vi-
olence. .

But Laurelhurst has a secret life. It

harbors a lively narcotics trade, and one
end of the park is a well-trod meeting
place for gay men. Many come looking
for a pick-up; most just dawdle on their
turf much as the druggies and teen-age
make-out artists do on theirs,

Chuck Cline liked to hang around the
park. He was sitting alone in a favorite
spot in the gay part of Laurelhurst,
smoking a cigarette; it was 11 pm on

July 21, one of the hottest Ewrﬁm of the
summer. Even at that hour, it was
nearly 100 degrees. He remembers that
three young men approached him and
asked for a smoke. When he handed
them his pack, he was struck on the
head by something—probably a billy
club or a two-by-four—that knocked
him cold, and was beaten with it six or
seven times more. When he came to,
three hours later, he had a severe con-
cussion, double vision, a deaf ear, a
gashed foot, and little idea of what had
happened. His heavy gold jewelry
hadn’t been touched.

“‘I can’t remember much,”’
says. *‘I justremember they were wear-
ing football jerseys.’’

William Fletcher would be lucky to
remember even that much. He, too,

was in Laurelhurst Park on a late July.

night when he was beaten senseless. He

Cline

Larry Whitson organized Safe
Streets Alliance after being
harassed in Laurelburst Park

lay in critical condition in Providence
Hospital for 13 days with a concussion
so serious that he is completely amnesi-
ac about the attack. He had to learn to
speak, read, and write all over again.
Today, nearly six months later, he is
still in speech therapy trying to com-
pensate for his injury.

Larry Whitson was in the park with

friends on the night Cline was assaulted.
-““We were approached by three kids

with clubs who said, ‘We’re out to clear
out the queers;’ *° he recalls bitterly.
‘“They spent 10 minutes harassing and
threatening us and finally left.”’

After Cline had made a police report

AaNaHo Muvo" ]

and the East Precinct police had put the

| | pattern of anti-homosexual assaults to-

gether, a special unit was organized for
‘the park. Starting on Aug. 4, four extra
uniformed officers cruised the perime-
ters of Laurelhurst, and two detectives
- went undercover as gay decoys in hopes
of encouraging an attack: But by then,
the mb?dunw of the end of summer had
. affected activity in the park and the at-
" tacks fell off of their own accord. Nev-
ertheless, the Detective Division’s

| Laurelhurst Park notebook was already
* | bulging with reports of 10 assaults,
- | each of which was preceded by a few

| dire minutes of ‘‘queer-baiting’’—hu-
miliating harassment. Although some
property was taken, robbery never ap-
peared to be the prime motive in any at-
Sn_n
““This was just a group of young men
. looking to beat up gays,”’ says Capt.
Norman Reiter of East Precinct. ‘A
| group of sadistic idiots.”’
Detective Michael Linhares, who
worked on the park investigation, says
he found ‘“a bunch of suspects and a ton
\ of leads,’’ but could never find a victim
i who could positively identify his assail-
. ant. He figures the attacks were being
_ made by about eight young men, and

even though the scenarios in each case
: are nearly identical, he says they were
_ not necessarily committed by the same
group of people. Just people with the
same idea of how to get late-summer
thrills: Beat up a fag.

By October, the action had moved
downtown. ,H.rm attacks center on the
area stretching from Southwest Taylor
and Broadway to Burnside and 12th
Avenue, where gay bars, steam baths
and nightclubs have created a busy gay
cruising strip. Gay men have been
punched in the face while waiting at bus
stops; have had their arms broken while
walking to their cars, their ribs busted
while mﬁo_rbm with their friends. In
each case, it’s obvious that the assailant
sought to attack a homosexual.




The police, while acknowledging that
the anti-homosexual attacks are taking
place, complain that it’s nearly impos-
sible to know how many there are.
“There’s no box that you check for
sexual preference on a police.report,’’
says Detective Linhares. ‘‘We could
have thousands more [anti-homosexual

- assaults] up here and not even know it.

And who knows how many more aren’t
even reported?’’

Most of the downtown attacks follow
the blueprint of this summer’s Laurel-
hurst spree. But there have been brutal
exceptions. For instance, a gay man was
chased by a carful of youngsters when
he refused their invitation for ‘‘a good

" time.”” They threw him through a

plate-glass storefront window.
" Even grimmer are two attacks that

left one gay man dead and another .

barely alive. They are unusual because
they took place in the victims’ homes
rather than on a street or in a park. But
in a small community already shaken by
random, violent attacks, they are
enough to make a lot of people nervous,

Richard Davidson, 47, was familiar
to the smallish clan of Portland gays. He
was last seen alive leaving the J and J
Tavern on West Burnside Street with
two young men. His beaten body was
found on Nov. 5 in his apartment.

On Nov. 18, the Multnomah County
sheriff received a frantic call from a
person who had found a naked and
bleeding man on his porch in East
County. The bleeding man, Steven
Mansell, was incoherent when deputies
arrived. He was taken to Portland
Adventist Medical Center in critical
condition. All that is known is that
Mansell was beaten in his home after
picking up a young man downtown.

On Nov. 19, Howard Clifton
Sparklin, 24, and David Andrew
Taylor, 18, were picked up in Eugene
on forgery charges, having used Man-
sell’s credit cards. At 2 pm on Dec. 3,
Sparklin was secretly indicted by a
Multnomah County grand jury on
charges of murder, felony murder, and
robbery in the death of Richard David-
son. He stood mute at the indictment,
and the court entered a plea of not
guilty. The charges carry a maximum
penalty of death. David Andrew Taylor
was arraigned in the county Circuit

Court on the charge of the attempted’

murder of Steven Mansell.

The Davidson murder shocked Port-
land’s gays: It’s one thing to get
punched in the nose, it’s another to be
beaten to death by someone you invite
into your home. It’s now a race to get
armed before you get attacked.

“I know people carrying knives,
razor blades, more weapons than I care
to think of,’’ says Tom Van Petten, a
gay man who has been attacked twice
this fall. ‘‘It will keep escalating until
someone buys a bullet. It’s not that I'm
just worried about some fairy buying it
from a straight man, but that two
queens will get into it and cut each
other up.”’

Kip Craig and Larry Whitson or-
ganized Safe Streets Alliance in August
after Whitson was harassed in Laurel-
hurst Park. Whitson explains that the
group has been formed in an effort to
educate the community, provide infor-
mation about self-defense, give victim
support, promote reporting harassment
and crime to the police, and work with

them to stem the wave of attacké. So far, -
they’ve posted information signs in

many gay bars and handed out note-
books to the bartenders to encourage
them to-record incidents and rumors.
Last week Safe Streets was awarded a
$1,000 grant from the Sitka Fund,a
trust that supports alternative groups.
Whitson and Craig were ecstatic—the
grant was twice what they had asked for.

They.are less ecstatic when they talk -

about federal Law Enforcement Assist-
.ance Administration monies their spon-
sor, Neighborhoods Against Crime,
has tried to get for them from the police
department. The $990 request would
pay for posters, more notebooks, and
scholarships . of "$25 to the gay self-

defense class that began in North -
Portland last week. The police liked the

posters and the notebooks, but when it
came to self-defense classes, the project
hit a snag. )

‘“The police don’t want to provide
self-defense classes for men as a
policy,”’ says Lt. Chuck Karl of the
Crime Prevention Unit. ‘‘We put on
self-defense classes for women in order
to reduce their unique vulnerability to
sexual assault. It’s worked, and Port
land’s rape rate has gone down 14 per
cent. But training men how to fight
isn’t keeping the peace. We think an
avoidance response is more appropriate
than an aggressive one in male-to-male
confrontations.”’

Safe Streets Alliance disagrees; its
organizers have gone ahead with the
classes, even without the money. But
Craig and Whitson are reluctant to
gripe, because they expect to receive the
remainder of the funding, and consider
their relationship with the police an
abiding concern.

‘“This is not a vigilante group,’’
Craig says firmly. ‘‘We’ve decided that
we want gay people to be part of the
community, and that means going to
the police,. We don’t want to set up
pitched battlés in ‘gay zones’ against
straights. We feel pretty lucky to be
dealing with a city and a police force
that have a responsible reputation.”’

Whatever their reputation, the Port-
land police haven’t yet been able
officially to document a special problem

with anti-homosexual assaults because '

of the lack of reporting.

Although the victims we interviewed

all thought the Portiand police had been
professional and polite, homosexuals’

reluctance to deal with the police re-

mains hard to shake. One assault vic-
tim, when interviewed by undercover
decoy officers in the Laurelhurst opera-
tion, mistrusted them so much that he
thought they were in the park to arrest
gay men on morals charges.

At least homosexuals in Portland are
better off than those in many other
cities, including Los Angeles, where

. there is longstanding animosity between

the gay community and the police,
making any - problems. of wviolence
against homosexuals apparently unsol-
vable. But police here are just beginning
to realize the extent of the situation.
““Nearly every gay witness I inter-
viewed in the Davidson murder case had
been assaulted,’’ Linhares says, shak-

ing his head. ‘‘And nine out of 10

hadn't reported it."’

The rise in anti-homosexual violence-
is especially troubling in light of the fact
that it follows nearly 10 years of in-
creasing social and legal advances for
gay men and women. But, according to
a Portland psychologist, it also fits a
neat sociological pigeonhole.

““‘Groups who are different are often
subjected to harassment in times of
economic instability,’’ says Christine
Arthur, a psychologist and therapist
with Multnomah County’s Southeast
Mental Health Clinic. “*People who

. hold traditional values expect to be re-

warded for their conformity. It’s hard
for men, if they’re out of work, for in-
stance, to maintain their masculine
identity. So they establish it by beating
up gay men,’’

Arthur also notes that during politi-
cal swings to the right, harassment of
minorities increases with tacit permis-
siveness. That political swing has much
of Portland’s gay community worried,
not only on the national level, but as the
new administration moves into City
Hall as well. . )

One thing is clear; Those 10 years of
advances have left most homosexuals
determined not to return to the closet.

‘‘We’ve become a pet issue with the,
Moral Majority,”’ laughs Roger Win-
ters, co-president of the Dorian Group,
Washington State’s largest gay organi-

* zation. ‘ ‘We’re almost looking forward

to confronting that homophobic chal-
lenge.”’ _

But although to some it may present
a political challenge collectively, gay
bashing, as it’s called, is an ugly,
emotionally debilitating crime on an in-_
dividnal scale. Many victims undergo
therapy to help heal psychological
wounds that persist long after their
bones and bruises mend. Some, like
Van Petten, who was attacked twice,
begin to develop *‘victimization com-
plexes,”’ blame themselves for the
attack.

*‘When I watched the police beat up
the guy who hit me in order to cuff him,
I'was stunned,’” he recalls. *‘I suddenly -
started thinking that maybe someone
who really hates me that much had a
good reason for it.”’

Others, like Cline, who was attacked
in Laurethurst Park, can hardly bear to
think about the experience. Until he
was assaulted there, he had frequented
the park. After the attack, on his way
home from making his police report, he
decided to try to find his stolen wallet in
the park. He walked to the spot where

. he had been beaten and immediately be-

came violently ill. .

““I just can’t ever go back to that
park,”’ he says quietly. ‘I guess I just
feel I wasn’t given a very fair deal.”” o
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TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 2479
BEFORE THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
APRIL 23, 1981

My name is Donna Dugger. . Thank you for allowing me to testify before
you this evening. In February of this year I was returning from a trip to the
store. A car with two men cruised by me shouting sexual innuendos. They
circled the block and intercepted me at the Park Block area nexf to the
Paramount. I tried to get away from them by walking away. They drove the car
rapidly in reverse towards me. One of the men jumped out and while runmning
towards me he was shouting "You faggot, you punk-- you want to fight, I'll
show you how to fight faggot.'" At that point both men were attacking me.
One was holding me and the other was hitting me. A male bystander came to my
rescue and was also attacked. He Wés chocked. One of the attackers returned
to fhe car which was left in the middle of the intersection and .pulled out
a sawed off shotgun that was covered by a newspaper. He aimed it in a threat-
ening way at me and the group of 6 people who watched the incident and did not
help. I was interviewed by police at the scene. Police were given description
of both men, the auto license number, and witness names and phone numbers. I
was transported by police to the YWCA and thén went to Good Samaritan Hospitol.

I suffered a concussion and lower back soreness.
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" TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE Testimony

PEARL SPEARS GRAY - Cha1rperson, Governor's Commission on Black Affa1rs
April 23, 1981

~Racially motivated violence is on the increase all over the
nation. Violence aimed toward persons of a partfcuiar religious
group is also on the increase. '

In Utah, two Black joggers were fired upon by a white person
who had been a member of the American Nazi Party. In Salem, a
swastika Was paihted an an apartment building in which an Oregon
Senator and an administrator of a state agency, who are Black, have
apartments. 7

7For years, violence perpetuated against Blacks, Native Americans,
Hiépanics, Asians, and peréons of different religious groups was
tolerated, even condoned, by the laws of this hafion. The period of
Jim Crow has‘supposed1y’passed into history and is frequently
referred to as a maniféstation of the beliefs of a few being
actualized.

Those of us Who were and still are the victims of that nationa]1y
organized, misguided few must be on constant alert against their |
reappearance

The crimes against B]ack men 1in Buffa]o, New York, this year and
in other places and the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan are serious
indicators that action should be taken to stop such behavior and form
a basis for detering such actions.

The Gerrnor‘s Commission on BJagk Affairé_ukges'this committeeAto
pass a bill which would make it a Qrime'to intfmidaterand/or_harrass

another person based on race, color, religion, ancestry, or national
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MEASURE SUMMARY

Makes the act of intimidation or aiding, abetting,
inciting or conspiring with others to intimidate a Class C
felony, when the basis for such conduct is another person's
race, color, religion, ancestry of national origin. Creates
a civil cause of action and provides for recovery of actual and
punitive damages, plus reasonable attorney fees and costs,
and equitable relief as the court deems appropriate. Provides
for minimum damages of $500. Makes parent or legal guardian

legally liable for any civil judgment recovered against uneman-

.cipated minor. Authorizes Attorney General or district attormney

to bring independent civil suit to restrain or prevent

violation of Act.




SECTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO HB 2479

SECTION 1. No person, by word or conduct directed against

another person or another person's property, shall intimidate,

or aid, abet, incite or conspire with others to intimidate,

such other person by reason of that person's race, color, religion,

ancestry or national origin.

SECTFON 2. As used in this Act, "intimidate" means to
place or attempt to place another person in fear, by means of:

(a) Threatening imminent serious physical injury to that
person or that person's family; or

(b) Defacing, tampering with, interfering with, damaging
or destroying that person's property.

SECTION 3. The destruction of crosses or other religious
stbols or the use of swastika markings or derogatory racial,
ethnic or religious epithets, when directed against another
person, shall constitute prima facie evidence fhat such words
or conduct were undertaken by reason of that person's race,
coloé, religion, ancestry or national origin.

SECTION 4. Any person who is the subject of intimidation
as the same is defined in Section 1 of this Act may institute
a claim for relief in an appropriate court against any person
responsible thereforé to recover actual damages or $500.00,
whichever is greater, and punifive damages, not to exceed
$10,000.00. The court may award other equitable relief as

it deems necessary or proper; plus reasonable atﬁorney fees




and costs. The parent, parents or legal guardian of an
unemancipated minor shall be liable for any judgment

recovered against such minor under this section. Conviction

~.

-

of the crime of intimidation under Section 1 of this Act
shall not be a condition precedent to the bringing of a claim
for relief against any person liable under this section.

SECTION 5. If the Attorney Generél or any district
attorney has reasonable cause to believe that any person
or group of persons is engaged in a pattern or éractide
involving or leading to a violation of Section 1 of this
Act, the Attorney General.or district attorney may bring
a civil claim for relief in the appropriate court, setting
forth facts pertaining to such pattern or practice, and
request relief as may be necessary to restrain or prevent
such violation. Any claim for relief under this section
does not prevent any person from seeking any other remedy
‘otherwise available under law.

SECTION 6. Violation of Section 1 of this Act is a

Class C felony.
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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF H.B, 2479 GIVEN ON 4-23-81

My name is Walter Backstrom, I am the Research Director
for Service Employees International Union, Local 49 and a
member of A. Philip Randolph Institute. I am here today to
testify in support of House Bill 2479. I think it is ex-
tremely important that this piece of legislation be passed
because the Union I represent, the 7th larggst in the AFL-
CIO has always believed that you should not harass or in-
timidate a person based on the color of their skin, religion
or national origin. We live in a multi-racial democratic
society and if the civil rights of one person is infringed
upon based on his/her race then I submit to you that the
rights of all americans are infringed upon., I strongly
urge this committee to put the state of Oregon and this
legislature on record as condeming racial harassment where-

ever it is found.
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Stemming the Tide of Racial and Religious

Intimidation in Oregon

This paper prepared by:

Frank Wilson, Attorney in Private Practice,
Portland, Oregon

Former Assistant U. S. Attorney and Member of
Governor's Commission on Black Affairs

America is witnessing a resurgence of private organizations and groups,
such as the Ku Klux Klan and the Nazi Party, which advocate racial and
religious intolerance and encourage violence and strife between the white
majority and various minority groups in this country. The state of Oregon
is experiencing a tragic rise in the number of violent incidents and
episodes of harassment and -intimidation directed at racial and religious
minorities,

- The First Amendment to the United States Constitution commands that there
shall be no law abridging the freedom of speech. This Amendment protects
all of us from those who seek to stifle free speech and ideas -- political,

- religious, or other ideas. While we cannot constitutionally, and should

not, prevent advocacy of any concepts, eveh those which we morally condemn,

unless that advocacy is coupled with violence or other breaches of the
peace, we need not encourage the spirit of reprehensible concepts by our
silence or inaction, ’

We can discourage this type of advocacy by enacting a statute which
prohibits action intended to deprive persons of the free exercise of
their constitutional rights because of race or religious affiliation,

The statute would also be a statement to the effect that Oregonians

find racial and religious harassment patently offensive and unacceptable.

This paper provides a suggestion for a statute which could be enacted
and is meant to serve as a guide for those who will make serious attempts
to enact legislation prohibiting racial and religious harassment,

FS
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STFMMING THE TIDE OF RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS INTIMIDATION IN OREGON

There is a‘tide of growing racial1 ané religious ihtimidation sweeping
across America that has crossed Oregon's borders, WNazis and neo-nazis
marching in the streets of ouk cities and suburbs, Ku Klux Klansmen armed,
marching and openly recruiting our youth; a ﬁiami jury acquitting four white
policemen of the beating death of a black insurance salesman; cross-burning;
police and.opossumsz; hate literature advocating oben hunting season on
Mexican—Americans, are all recent examples of the growing mood in America
and Oregon of the rising intolerance toward racial and religious differenceé.
We all pray that this intolerance is advocated only by the few. Neverthef
less, this tide of intolerance strikes at the heart of what is good inr
Oregon and America -- freedom from persecution —-- and must be étemmed. A
‘beginning is legislation aimed at prohibiting actions by individuals or
groups that roam beyond the realm of protected free speech, or othér con-
stitutionally protected activitieé and result in injufy,or destruction of
pfoperty all hecause of a person's skin color or religion. |

The Governor's recent proposél to'make racial or religious intimidation
a Class C felony is a step in the right direction. What must be added to
the Governor's proposad law are meaningful remedies for the victim and for
society. This paper will explore an alternative proposal to prOVide those

meaningful remedies.,

‘Governor 's Proposal

Section 1. Section 2 of this Act is added to and made a part.of ORS 163,165

to 163,205,
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Section 2. (1) A person commits the crime of intimidation if, inten—
tionally and with intent to intimidate another person because of such
other person's race, color,.réiigion, ancestry or nétionai origin, the
person:
(a) Causes physical harm to the other person;
(b) By word or conduct, places, or aftempts to place, the other
person in fear of immineﬁt physical harm; or
(c) mampers with, interferes with, damages or destroys the property
of>the other person, |

(2) Intimidation is a Class C felony.

mhe Governor's proposed statute eséentiallybmakes it uniawful for one
person, who, with knowledge of another's race or religion, physicaliy in-
jureé another person or threatens physical injury, or damages or interferesr
with another person's property. This prohibited activity is called inéimi;
dation and would»be made a Class C‘felony3 under Oregon Law. |

While the Governdr may be sincere in his attempt to stem the tide of
racial and religious harassment in Oreg§h4, his proposal falls short of thér
mark.‘ It perpetuates roadblocks to enforcement of laws designed to protect
us by continuiné to leave discretion for prosecution in the hanés of
pistrict Attorneys and by not providing remedies that victims can pursue,
irrespective of action‘takenvor not taken by federal, state or local

authorities.

' 5
- Propesed Alternative Statute

INTIMIDATION AND HARASSMENT-

Section 1. The following Sections of this Act are added to and made a part




of ORS 163.165 to 163,205,

Section 2. A person commits the crime of intimidation and harassment if,

intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly, because of another person's race,

color, religion, ancestry or national origin, and with intent to deprive

any person of the free exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege

secured to that person by the Constitution or laws of the United States

or the State of Oregon, the person:

(a)
(b)

(c)

(@)

(e)

Section 3.

Causes physical 'injury to the other person;

ﬁy.words or conduct places, or .attempts to place, the other person
in fear of imminent physical injury;

Fngages in a course of conduct or repeatedly commits acts which
serves no legitimate purpose and which seriously alarms the other
person, or results in emotional distress or mental anguish to the
other person;

Publicly insults another person, by the continuing use of abusive

or obscene words or gestures or by the use of an inflamatory sym-—

bolic gesture, in a manner likely to provoke a violent or dis-

orderly response; or

damages, destroys, tampers or interferes with the property of

the other person.

The NDistrict Attorney in the appropriate jurisdiction shall

present complaints under this Act to a Grand Jury and shall give the victim

or victims a reasonable opportunity to make a statement before such Grand

Jury.

Section 4. Irrespective of any criminal presecution brought under this Act,




or the outcome of such prosecution, any person Or persons, Or any other
person who aids, abeﬁs, incites, or conspires with any person, who commits
any act in Section 2 is liable to the victim or victims in a civii actiéﬁ |
for each and every 6ffense for actﬁal damages, punitive damages up to

ten thousand dollars‘($10;000), and if serious physiéal injury réSults
treble actual ahd punitive damages, and the costs of suit. and reasonable
attorney fees. One-half (1/2) of any punitive damages shall go to sﬁpport
the Oregon victims compensation fund. In the case of multiple offenders,

damages, actual and punitive, may be apportioned among them.

Section5. Remedies under this Act shall be independent of andin addition
to other remedies or procedures that may be available to the aggrieved

person or persons.
‘Section 6. Intimidation and harassment is a Class C felony.

The proposed Altérnative Statute, Intimidation and Harassment, while
having criminal prohibitions similar to those proposed by the Governor,
adds two additional séctions. The first mandates that certain action be
taken by the local nistrict Attorney. The second provides meaningful

redress for the victims.

Section'byfsection*Analysis‘of'the'Prgposed'Alternative

gection 1 makes Intimidation and Harassment part of the Oregon Crimi-
nal Code under the section relating to assault and other crimes against
persons.,

Section 2 designates the crime as intimidation and harassment because




Intimidation is”defined‘as "making timid" or "inspiring with fear"; and
harassment is defihed as "to trouble with repeated attacks" or to "dis-
turb persistently“.7 Racial and religious minorities in Oregon are being
troubled by, among other things, repeated attacks that'inspite them with'
fear as well as isolated incidents which cause harm.

Section Z(a), "causes physical injury to the other person", is taken
almost vefbatim‘from ORS 163,60, assault in the fourth degree. Assault
in the fourth degree is a Class A misdemeanor under Oregon Law.8

Section 2(b), "by words or conduct places, or attempts to place, the
other peérson in fear of imminent physical injury" is ORS 163,190, Menacing,
with only physical injury necessary as opposed -to serious vhysical injury
which is necessary under the menacing statuté. Menacing is a Class A mis-
démeanor.

:While Assault in the fourth degree'and Menacing are Class A misdeméanors
under Oregon Law, when the intent is to deprive persons of their civil
tights,rany physical injury or threat of iﬁminent physical injury is enough
to make it a Cléss ¢ felony; as in the Proposed Alternative statute.

Section 2(c), "engages in a course of conduct or repeatedly commits
acts which serves no legitimate purpose and which seriously alarms the
other person; or results in emotional distress or mental anguish to the
other person“; is aimed at prohibiting repeated acts of racialﬁorvreli-
gidﬁs intimidation directed at a specific individual: harassing telephcnev
calls; hate mail; shouting obscenitieg or other abusive 1an§uage while
driving back and forth in front of a person's home, are examples of the
proscr ibed behavior:

 Section 2(d), "publicly insults another person, by the continuing use
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of abusive or obscene words or gestures or by the use of an inflammatery
Symbelic gesture, in a manner likely to provoke a violent or disorderly
response" would prohibit public intimidation by the use of so-called
fighting words which invites a vioient response; and woﬁld prohibit cross-
burnings or the use of swastikas or similar activity directed at a speci-
fic individual, whether on public or.pfivate property. |

Section 2(e), "damages, destroys, tampers or interferes with the
property of the other person", is taken from ORS 164.345 and 164,354,
ciiminal Mischief in the third and fourth degiees, Class C and A misde-
meanors, respectively. This section prohibits interference with or injury
to a_person's pfoperty. |

Section 3 attempts to insure that racial and re;igious intimidation -
and harassment complaints will be pursued by District Attorneys. By man-
dafing that the bietrict Attorney shall present all compiaints to a'Grand'
Jury, the District Attorney is relieved of responsibility for making the
prosecutive decision. Thus; victims will have more assurance that their
eomplaints will reach a Grand Jury, and District Atéorneys will not suffer
pOllthally for having dohe so. Allowing the victims to testify before
the Grand Jury w111 insure that the Vlctlms side of the seory will be
- heard by the Grand Jury and»that the Grand Jury's prosecutive decision
will not be based golely on police reports or testimony.-

The civil remedies provision, Section 4, would allow the victims an
opportunlty to bring a c1v1l action agalnst the defendant regardless of
criminal prosecution. This gives the victims a remedy independent of and
unrelated to criminal prosecution. The absence of criminal prosecutlon

is often caused by c1raumstances which have no bearlng on civil SultS‘
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lack of sufficient evidence which is admiésible in a criminal frial, a
Grand Jury unstpathetic to crimes involving civil rights and racial or
religious minorities, or a recalcitrant District AtEorney. This civil
remedy section would be the most meaningful redress available to victims.

Although ‘some aéts of racial and religious intimidation and harass-
ment might also violate federal civil rights laWSg, the machinery of the
federal government is slow to move; and by and large only certain activi-
ties are expressly protected by federal 1aw -- voting, school attendance,
traveling, using public accommodations or entertainment facilities, and
hOusinglo, to name a few. Acts of racial or religious intimidation and
harassment which do not involve federally protected activities might not
be covered by federal civil rights laws, or any other federal laWS.. Fur-
ther; the availability of federal criminal prosecution suffers from the
same drawbacks presently inherent in state criminal prosecutlons- discré—
tion for prosecution in the hands of the prosecutor and the need for
evidence which ig admissible in a criminal trial.ll

The avallablllty of actual and punitive damages, as well as treble
damages, is to insure that the victim has an opportunlty to be compensated
for the injury. Allowing costs and attorney fees to be awarded to the
victim is an incentive for the legal community to get involved in situa-
tions where victimg cannot afford the costs of litigation or attorney fees.12
Providing that one—half‘of any punitive damages shall go to support the
Oregon victimsfcbmpensation fund, will provide financial support for the
fund; and free people of the notion that the statute can be used for purely
personal gain, rather than to redress legitimate civil rights violations

stemming from a person's race or religious affiliation.
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Section 5 provides that the remedies under the Act can be used
irrespective of other leéal remedies, whether criminal or civil, federal
or state,

While Section 6 makes intimidation and harassment a Class C felony,
it must be remembered that Oregon courts, with exceptions not applicablév
hére, can convert any Class C felony to a Class A misdemeanor- for almost

any reason. A court will usually do this when the court, considering the

nature and the circumstances of the crime and the defendant, believes it .

would be unduly harsh to sentence the defendant for a,felony.13 When,
because of the egregious nature of the intimidation and harassment to the
victim, it is necessary to treat the defendaht har shly, the courts will

haverauthority to do so.

"COhGlUSiOn

The First'Amehdment to the United States Constitufion provides:
"Congress shall méke no law . . . abridging the freedom ofbspee¢h, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceablf to assemble". Freedom
of Speech has a preferred position in the rights given to us by the COh-‘
étitution; It has a preferred position because freedom to articulate
ideag -- political, religious, or otherwise -- is a cornerstone of Ameri-
can democracy.l

The Proposed Alternative Statute is not designed nor should it be
used to restrict free speech or any other constitutionally protected
activity, While we have the right to voice opinions and ideas which are

unpatriotic, disrespectful, defiant, . or even patently offensive to the

community, no one has the right to advocate immediate violent, lawless



action against a specific individual or to enter onto a person's proﬁ-
erty and invade his privacy with offensive or abusive language or acts,
with intent to deprive that person of the free enjoyment of any rights
secured by the Constitution, |

This.paper is nét meant to provide the definitive statute dealing
with racial or religious intimidation and haraésment. It is offered
as food for thought for those who are responsible for drafting'the
statuté. |

"Legislatufes; local authorities, and the courts have for years
grappled with claims 6f the right to disseminate ideas in public places °
as against'claimsrof an effective powér in government to keep the éeace
and to protect othe; interests of a civilized community."14

In the final ahélySis, it is the courts that will have to determine'
whether a partlcular section of any statute crosses over the bounds of
protectlng people from injury and into the arena of constltutlonally
protected free speech or activity. BRut this should not prevent us from
attempting to outlaw verbal and physical acts of intimidation and harass-
ment intended to deprive people of the fiée exercise of rights secured to
thém by law., Inaction ét this time will only fuel the seeds of destruétive
elements in our community which threaten to dissolbe a prihdiplé basic‘tor'

American democracy: freedom from persecution.
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Race or racial is used herein to include race, color, ancestry, or
national origin.

Basic personal safety and freedom from intimidation usually is assured
by the peaceful habits of most of us and a police force which seeks:
to prevent or control the use of force or violence and to protect us
from lawless action., How far down the road to de facto apartheid are
we if our protectors become our persecutors. ‘

fthere there may be attempts to use this statute against the very per-
gons it is designed to protect -- white policemen using it against
biack defendants who resist lawful or unlawful arrests and insult the
policemen -- it will be up to the Grand Juries, District Attorneys,
and courts to reject this type of abuse. Abuse of criminal statutes
is a problem inherent in the criminal justice system and one which

is dealt with on a daily basis. Policemen have broad discretion in
determining what statute a person igs charged with violating, and
prosecutors have broad discretion in deciding which crime a defendant
will end up being prosecuted for,

A Class C felony has a maximum prison texm of not more than five years.
ORS 161,605, ' .

The Governor presently has hefore the Legislature bills to create a
Commission for Black Affairs and a Commission for Higpanic Affairs.
These commissiong, coupled with a racial harassment statute, would
provide at least two additional minority classes in Oregon with more
meaningful participation in state government and additional protection
from violence and intimidation and harassment.

On March 12, 1981, a version of this alternative statute was preséhted
to the Committee on Aging and Minority Affairs of the Oregon House of
Representatives for their consideration.

Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly are defined in ORS 161,085,
and are used in this section with that meaning.

See Random House Dictionary of the English Language, Unabridged
Fdition (1979).

A misdemeanor has a maximum prison term of not more than one year.

mhe federal criminal civil rights provisions are contained, in part,
in Title 18, United States Code, Section 241, et 'seq.

' Gee Fair Housing Ack, Title 42, United States Code, Section 3631.




TN

11.

12.

13.

14,

_].1_

For instance, while statements made by defendants after arrest, or
evidence seized by the police might not be admissible in a criminal
trial, because of illegality in the arrest or search, nonetheless,
that same evidence would be admissible against defendants in civil

- actions brought by victims.

See ORS 30.860 and 30.820 for similar provisions allowing for treble-
damages and attorney fees.,

ORS 161,705 and 161.585., For instance, reduction to a misdemeanor
would be appropriate where the defendant was a first offender, where
no serious injury resulted, and where the court believed that the
defendant realized that his actions were wrong.

Concurring opinion of Justice Frankfurter in Niemotko v. State of

‘Maryland, 340 U.S. 268, 373 (1951). See also Chapinsky v. State of

New Hampshire. 315 U,S. 568, 571-72 (1942), "There are certain well
defined and narrowly limited classes of speech, the prevention and
punishment of which has never been thought to raise any Constitutional
problem. These include the lewd and obscene, the profane, the libel-
ous, and the insulting or 'fighting' words ~- those which by their
very utterance inflict injury or tend to incite an immediate breach
of the peace. It has been well observed that such utterances are no
essential part of any exposition of ideas, and are of such slight
social wvalue as a step to truth that any benefit that may be derived
from them is clearly outweighed by the social interestin order and
morality. Resort to epithets or personal abuse is not in any proper
sense communication of information or opinion safeguarded by the
Constitution, and its punishment as a criminal act would raise no
question under that instrument." / footnotes and citations omitted_/
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(Addition to ORS 161.450-161.485)

Conspiracy to Intimidate

(1) A person is guilty of the crime of conspiracy to
intimidate if that person agrees with one or more
persons to commit the crime of Menacing as defined
in ORS 163.190; or the crime of Harassment as
defined in ORS 166.065; or the crime of Criminal

Mischief as defined in ORS 164.345.

(2) Conspiracy to Intimidate is a:
(a) Class C Felony if the object of the conspiracy
is to menance another person;
(b) Class A Misdemeanor if the object of the
conspiracy is to Harass another person;
(c) Class B Misdemeanor if the object of the
conspiracy is to commit Criminal Mischief

against another person.
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Staff: W
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Committee Administrator ‘
CONNIE FRITZ HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
Committee Assistant AGING AND MINORITY AFFAIRS
Room 453A, State Capitol

SALEM, OREGON 97310

378-8816
Toll Free 1-800-452-7813

April 7, 1981

TO: Representative Tom Mason, Chairperson
House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Representative Peg Jolin
Representative George Trahern}yu“-

RE: Minority Report No. 1
HB 2479 - Governor Atiyeh's Harassment Measure

The bill is intended to prohibit racial/religious harassment,
which is on the rise in Oregon. However, the items addressed
are already a crime in Oregon. A legislative resolution
abhorring harassment in Oregon would be a better solution.
The alternative solutions/amendments proposed would, in our
opinion, seriously restrict a citizen's rights of freedom

of speech and due process, and are restrictive of civil
liberties.

We recommend that HB 2479, relating to racial harassment, not
be passed as written.

cft
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REP. GEORGE TRAHERN
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Chairperson:
REP. WALLY PRIESTLEY

Vice-Chairperson:
REP. JOHN SCHOON

Staff:
DICK WILSON
Committee Administrator

CONNIE FRITZ

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON

Committee Assistant AGING AND MINORITY AFFAIRS

Room 453A, State Capitol

SALEM, OREGON 97310
378-8816

Toll Free 1-800-452-7813

April 7, 1981

TO: Representative Tom Mason, Chairperson
House Judiciary Committee

Representative:Shirley Gold
Representative Jeannette Hamb
Representative Max Rijken@ﬂn% .

FROM: Representative Wally Priest%iy, Chairpersoné{}é%;
/

RE: Majority Report
HB 2479 - Governor Atiyeh's Harassment Measure

Thank you and your Committee Members for affording our
Committee an opportunity to review the subject bill. We

did receive much good testimony and the attached Amendments
contain the recommendations of the Majority of our Committee.
Also, see two Minority Reports also submitted.

In summary, the following observations are for your information:

1. Recent occurrences of harassment and/or intimidation justify
statutory attention.

2. HB 2479 needs strengthening to accomplish the objectives.

A. The measure shall remain confined to racial and
religious harassment and/or intimidation.

B. A section adding civil penalties and attorney fees
needs to be included.

C. 1Investigation by the State Attorney General and State
Police would insure action on complaints.

D. A clearer definition of acts of harassment and/or
intimidation is needed.




April 7, 1981

TO: Representative Tom Mason ~-2-

E. There are concerns about the constitutional problems
in the original bill and the proposed amendments
that need to be addressed. We leave it to your ex-
cellent and proven legal expertise to remedy those
constitutional problems.

Again, thank you for allowing us to review this measure.
cf
Attachments: HB 2479

Proposed amendments
Frank R. Gruber letter
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Phone: 378-8148

OFFICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL
S101 State Capitol
Salem, Oregon 97310

March 2L, 1981

TO: House Committee on Aging and Minority Affairs

From: Frank R. Gruber, deputy Legislative Counsel

I have been asked to prepare, and have prepared, amendments to HB 2479
These were requested by your committee, and I have delivered them to
Mr. Dick Wilson, committee administrator.

I was not requested to make a legal assessment of the amendments
requested. However, I believe I would be remiss if I did not point out
that the proposed amendments raise serious constitutional questions. These
questions arise particularly in regard to constitutional "equal protection"
provisions, "free speech" and related provisions, and "due process"
provisions relating to the issue of vagueness in criminal statutes.

Since receiving the amendment request, I have spent available time
putting the amendment material into what I believe is a workable form

and have not had-time to address the constitutional issues in detail.
If I can be of further assistance in this regard, please let me know.

Respectfully submitted,

ﬂm// |

4
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"(E) Damages or destroys the property of the victim.

"(2) As used in this section, 'racial or ethnic minority' means
persons of Negro or Oriental race, persons whose ancestry and
heritage is Arabic, Hispanic, Native American, Russian or belonging
to any other identifiable cultural heritage that is a minority
within the population of this state, or persons whose religion is
Jewlish, Roman Catholic, Buddhist or otherwise is a minority among
religions of this state.".

In line 10, delete "(2)" and insert "(3)".

After line 10, insert:

"SECTION 3. (1) District attorneys and police agencies within

this state shall imﬁediately advise the Attorney General upon
receipt of complaints of intimidation coming under, or potentially
coming under, section 2 of this Act.

(2) The Attorney General shall take charge of the investigation
and prosecution of any complaint of intimidation of which the
Attorney General is advised under subsection (1) of this section.

"(3) In order to carry out the responsibilities imposed under
this sectionf the Attorney General shall have authority to order
that thémOregon State Police conduct an investigation of any alleged
violation of section 2 of this Act. The investigation shall be
conducted under the Attorney General's direct control.

"SECTION 4. (1) Regardless of whether a criminal prosecution is

commenced under section 2 of this Act or the outcome of such a case,
any person who violates, or who aids, abets, incites or conspires
with any person to violate section 2 of this Act is liable in a
civil aétion to the victim of the violation. For each such
viclation, recovery may be made as follows:

Proposed Amendments
HB 2479-2 03/24/81 (41) Page 2
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"(E) Damages or destroys the property of the victim.
"(2) As used in this section, 'racial or ethnic minority' means
persons of Negro or Oriental race, persons whose ancestry and

heritage is Arabic, Hispanic, Native American, Russian or belonging

. to any other identifiable cultural heritage that is a minority

within the population of this state, or persons whose religion is
Jewish, Roman Catholic, Buddhist or otherwise is a minority among
religions of this state.".

In line 10, delete "(2)" and insert "(3)".

After line 10, insert:

"SECTION 3. (1) District attorneys and police agencies within

this state shall immediately advise the Attorney General upon
receipt of complaints of intimidation coming under, or potentially
coming under, section 2 of this Act.

(2) The Attorney General shall take charge of the investigation
and prosecution of any complaint of intimidation of which the
Attorney General is advised under subsection (1) of this section.

"(3) In order to carry out the responsibilities imposed under
this section, the Attorney General shall have authority to order
that the Oregon State Police conduct an investigation of any alleged
violation of section 2 of this Act. The investigation shall be
conducted under the Attorney General's.direct control.

"SECTION 4. (1) Regardless of whether a criminal prosecution is

commenced under section 2 of this Act or the outcome of such a case,
any person who violates, or who aids, abets, incites or conspires
with any person to violate section 2 of this Act is liable in a
civil action to the victim of the violation. For each such
violation, recovery may be made as follows:

Proposed Amendments
HB 2479-2 03/24/81 (41) Page 2
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Legal Counsel

Proposed amendments -
o 7 7 REP. GEORGE TRAHEHRN - -

Chairperson:
REP. WALLY PRIESTLEY

Vice-Chairperson:
REP. JOHN SCHOON

(‘ taff:

DICK WILSON »
CONC':'rInEm:;::-/ZAdmmlstrator HOUSE COMMI-I—rEE ON
Committe Assistant AGING AND MINORITY AFFAIRS

Room 453A, State Capitol
SALEM, OREGON 97310

378-8816
Toll Free 1-800-452-7813

April 7, 1981

TO: Representative Tom Mason, Chairperson
House Judiciary Committee

FROM; Representative John Schoon, Vice-Chairperson

RE: Minority Report No. 2
HB. 2479 - Governor Atiyeh's Harassment Meagsure
( ' Please see attached amendments.
cf
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MINORITY REPORT NO. 2
Proposed Amendments HB 2479

"SECTION 4. (1) Regardless of whether a criminal prosecution

is commenced under section 2 of this Act or the outcome of such
a case, any person who violates, or who aids, abets, incites or
conspires with any person to violate section 2 of this Act is
liable in a civil action to the victim of the violation. For
each such violation, recovery may be made as follows:

"(a) The victim may recover actual damages, both general
and special, punitive damages of not more than $10,000, costs
and attorney fees; or

"(b) If the victim suffered physical injury as a result
of the violation, the victim may recover treble damages, both
actual and punitive.

"(2) In its judgment:

" (a) The court shall award one-half of the punitive damages
assessed against a defendant pursuant to this section to the
plaintiff.

'"(b) The‘court shall award the remaining one-half of the
punitive damages assessed against the defendant to the State of
Oregon. The moneys SO awarded shall be paid to the clerk of the
court, who shall forward the moneys to the Department of Justice
for deposit in the Criminal Injuries Compensation Account
established under ORS 147.225.

"(3) When more than one defendant acting in concert are
liable to the plaintiff under this section for damages, the
actual and punitive damages assessed in the case shall be

apportioned among them.".
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MINORITY REPORT No. 2

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE. BILL 2479
. In line 8 of the printed bill, after "harm;" delete
"or".

In line 9 of the printed bill, after "person" delete
the period and insert a;semi-colon and begin a new paragraph
and insert:

"(d) Engages in a course of conduct which serves no
legitimate purpose and which is intended to and does seriously
alarm the victim or cause the victim emotional distress or
mental anguish; or

"(e) Publicly insults the victim by a course of abusive
or obscene words or gestures or acts likely to provoke a
violent or disorderly response."

After line 10, insert:

"SECTION 3. (1) District attorneys and police agencies

within this state shall immediately advise the Attorney
General upon receipt of complaints of intimidation coming under,
or potentially coming under, section 2 of this Act.

" (2) The Attorney General shall take charge of the inves-
tigation and prosecution of any complaint of intimidation of
which the Attorney General is advised under subsection (1) of
this section.

"(3) In order to carry out the responsibilities imposed
under this section, the Attorney General shall have authority
to order that the Oregon State Police conduct an investigation
of any alleged violation of section 2 of this Act. The inves-
tigation shall be conducted under the Attorney General's

direct control.
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VR . Exhibit R, HB 2479
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- 1 Page Exhibit
: Presented By: Roger Martin

(503) 636-8188 May [
Salem 370-8008 -

The Honorable Tom Mason

Chairman, House Judiciary Committee
State Capitol

Salem, OR 97310

Dear Representative Mason:

The Oregon Catholic Conference would like to go on record
in strong support of House Bill 2479 to be heard today in
Judiciary Subcommittee #1.

The Policy Statement of the Oregon Catholic Conference

finds that, "Discrimination based on religion, sex, race,
ethnicity, age or physical or mental handicap...constitutes

a grave-injustice and an affront to human dignity.'" We are
deeply concerned about recent.incidents of such discrimination
in our State. It is our hope that the enactment of HB 2479,
or similar legislation, would make it clear “that bigotry has
no place in Oregon. ’

On behalf of the Oregon Catholic Conference, whidh I repre-
sent, thank you for your consideration of our views.

REM:bl

House Committee on Judiciary
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{ Metnovolitan Human Felations Commissin,” =™ """

Multnomah County « City of Portland

ii(}? ) ~ Mav 8, 1981

THE MeTROPOLITAN HUMAN RELATIONS CoMMISSION HAS GONE ON
RECORD IN SUPPORT OF THE CONCEPT REFLECTED IN HB 2479.

I AM HERE TODAY TO TESTIFY REGARDING THE COMMISSION'S
CONCERN ABOUT THE CURRENT.. PATHOLOGY OF RACE RELATIONS

IN OUR SOCIETY.

THE HISTORY OF AMERICA 1S FILLED WITH INTIMIDATION AND
VIOLENCE DIRECTED AT RACIAL MINORITIES. COUNTLESS TIMES
IN THE LAST 100 YEARS, RACIAL TENSIONS HAVE ERUPTED INTO

VIOLENCE.

-— FRoM THE EARLY 1880’s To THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY
FoLLOWING WORLD WAR 1, BLACKS WERE SUBJECTED TO

THE BRUTALITY OF WHITE TERROR AND MOB VIOLENCE.,

-=- IN THE LAST DECADE OF THE 1971 CENTURY} RESENTMENT

TOWARDS CHINESE RESULTED IN ANT1-CHINESE RIOTS.,

--- 1901 To 1910: 846 PERSONS WERE LYNCHED IN THE
UNITED STATES: 754 OF THOSE WERE BLACK.

-—- 1920’s anp 1930’s: Ku Krux KLAN AND THE BLACK
LEGION, A WHITE GROUP, USED INTIMIDATION, TERRORISM,
AND VIOLENCE TO PREVENT BLACKS FROM OBTAINING
EMPLOYMENT,

A Corbett Building, Room 312
430 S.W. Morrison Street

Portland, Oregon 97204 + 248-4187
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== 1940's: SAW AN INCREASE IN ATTACKS AGAINST PERSONS
AND PROPERTY OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS AND MEXICAN-

AMERICANS.,

-—- LATE 1940’s: posT-WORLD WAR [ PERIOD WITNESSED
AN INCREASE IN LYNCHING AND MOB VIOLENCE AGAINST

BLACKS.

-—- 1950’s:  WHITE Citizens CounciLs AnD THE Ku Krux
KLAN USED THREATS AND INTIMIDATION TO PREVENT

DESEGREGATION AND TO DENY VOTING RIGHTS TO BLACKS.

--- 1960’s: WHITE POWER GROUPS AND THE Ku Krux KrLan
CONTINUED TO USE VIOLENCE AS A MEANS TO BLOCK

CIVIL RIGHTS ATTAINMENT FOR MINORITIES.

- AssauLTs oN NATIVE AMERICANS HAVE BEEN COMMONPLACE

THROUGHOUT AMERICAN HISTORY.

HiSTORIANS, SOCIOLOGISTS, AND OTHER SOCIAL SCIENTISTS
HAVE LONG OBSERVED THAT IN TIMES OF ECONOMIC FRUSTRATION
AND DISCONTENT IN THIS COUNTRY, ACTS OF VIOLENCE DIRECTED

AT MINORITIES HAVE INCREASED.

GIVEN CURRENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, MANY AMERICANS TODAY
ARE EXPERIENCING SEVERE ECONOMIC FRUSTRATION AND DISCONTENT.
THE LESSENED ECONOMIC GROWTH, HIGH UNEMPLOYMENT AND UNDER-

EMPLOYMENT, RISING INFLATION, CUTBACKS IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT
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BUDGETS., AND REDUCTIONS IN FEDERALLY FUNDED MANPOWER AND
SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAMS, HAVE CREATED HARDSHIPS AND FRUSTRA-

TIONS FOR MANY IN OUR SOCIETY.

ALONG WITH THE SEVERE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS,. OUR SOCIETY
IS IN A PERIOD OF GROWING RACIAL AND INTERGROUP VIOLENCE:
A TIME OF RISING ACTIVISM AMONG HATE GROUPS AND VIOLENCE-
PRONE ORGANIZATIONS: A TIME IN WHICH FEARS MOUNT AMONG
MINORITY GROUPS WHO FEEL THREATENED BY THESE INSIDIOUS

ORGANIZATIONS.

NATIONALLY., THIS VIOLENCE HAS MANIFESTED ITSELF IN A VARIETY
OF WAYS -- RANDOM SHOOTINGS AND SNIPER.ATTACKS, ASSAULTS,
'ATTACKS ON CIVIL RIGHTS_LEADERS, FIREBOMBING, ARMED CON-
FRONTATION AT POLITICAL DEMONSTRATIONS, AND INTIMIDATION

AND THREATS OF VIOLENCE.

IN FiscAL YEAR 1980, THe CoMMUNITY RELATIONS SERVICE OF
THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE RESPONDED TO 1,431 ALERTS
OF RACIAL INCIDENTS, A 6.6 PERCENT INCREASE OVER 1979,
OF THOSE INCIDENTS, 68 CASES RELATED TO KLAN ACTIVITIES,
A 55 PERCENT INCREASE OVER 1979. 1IN A NovemBer 1979 REPORT
PUBLISHED BY THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE, THEY DOCUMENT
A 25 PERCENT GAIN IN KLAN MEMBERSHIP OVER THE 19787FIGURES.
MORE SIGNIFICANTLY, THEY ESTIMATED AN INCREASE ofF 100

PERCENT IN KLAN SYMPATHIZERS. IN A MORE RECENT REPORT
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BY THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE, THEY DETAIL THE INCREASING
POTENTIAL FOR HARM THAT THEVREVITALIZED KLAN POSES. THE

REPORT SAYS IN PART:

"THERE NOW ARISES EVIDENCE OF DANGER OF
NEW KLAN VIOLENCE OF AN EVEN MORE SERI0US
KIND., IN CAMPS AND CLANDESTINE TRAINING
SITES IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.
memBers OF THE KKK AND  OTHER  KLAN-LIKE .
RACIST GROUPS ARE ENGAGED IN PARA-MILITARY
TRAINING PROGRAMS. SOME OF THESE ACTIVITIES
HAVE BEEN LABELED BY THEIR SPONSORS AS
TRAINING FOR 'DEFENSE,’ AND OTHERS HAVE
BEEN CALLED ' 'SURVIVAL' COURSES. REGARDLESS
OF THE LABEL APPLIED, IT IS CLEAR THAT
ARMED RACISTS, PATHOLOGICAL HATERS  OF
BLACKS, JEWS, AND OTHER MINORITY GROUPS.
ARE ENGAGED IN PARA-MILITARY  TRAINING
FOR ~ GUERRILLA WARFARE AGAINST THEIR PUR-
PORTED ENEMIES. THE OUTCOME CAN ONLY
BE MORE VIOLENCE AND TRAGEDY."

ALTHOUGH THE FIGURES [ HAVE JUST QUOTED ARE NATIONWIDE.,
OREGON 1S NOT IMMUNE FROM WHAT IS HAPPENING NATIONALLY.
LOCALLY, THERE 1S CLEAR EVIDENCE OF A GROWING INTOLERANCE
FOR PEOPLE FROM VARIOUS ETHNIC AND RACIAL GROUPS. THIS
IS EXEMPLIFIED BY AN INCREASE IN OVERT ACTS OF DISCRIMINA-

TION AND HARASSMENT  AGAINST MINORITY _ INDIVIDUALS AND

FAMILIES.
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OVER THE PAST SEVERAL ‘MONTHS, CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS
ACROSS THE STATE HAVE }BEEN CALLED ON TO RESPOND TO A
VARIETY OF INCIDENTS WHICH CLEARLY INDICATE AN INCREASE
IN RACIAL TENSIONS AND LACK OF TOLERANCE FOR PEOPLE WHO
APPEAR DIFFERENT BECAUSE OF THEIR RACE, COLOR., CUSTOMS.,

OR TRADITIONS.,

IN 1980 -- THESE ARE ONLY THE REPORTS THAT CAME TO THE

ATTENTION OF THE MHRC:

-—- A BLACK FAMILY IN MitwAukie, OREGON, EXPERIENCED
CONTINUAL RACIAL HARASSMENT OVER A THREE-MONTH
PERIOD. A FIVE-FOOT CROSS WAS BURNED ON THEIR
LAWN. THEIR CAR WAS SPRAY PAINTED, "KILL THE
BLACKS.,” AND “DEATH TO NIGGERS.” SIMILAR THREATS
WERE SPRAYED ON THEIR HOUSE AND FRONT DOOR.
A NOTE LEFT IN THE DRIVEWAY SAID, "LEAVE OR DIE,
NIGGER.,” A VEHICLE SLOWLY DROVE BY THE HOUSE,
BLASTING RACIAL EPITHETS FROM A LOUDSPEAKER,

-——- A BLACK FAMILY LIVING IN AN APARTMENT IN OREGON
CITY SUFFERED CONTINUAL RACIAL HARASSMENT.  ONE
WEEKEND WHEN THEY WERE OUT OF TOWN, SOMEONE
BROKE INTO THEIR APARTMENT AND COMPLETELY VANDAL-
IZED THEIR HOME. MESSAGES WRITTEN ON THE WALLS,
WITH FOOD, FURNITURE BROKEN AND DESTROYED.
THAT FAMILY MOVED BACK TO PORTLAND TO GET AWAY
FROM THE CONTINUAL HARASSMENT.
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A BLack FaMmILY LIVING IN ST. HELENs, OREGON,
SUFFERED CONTINUAL HARASSMENT FOR SEVERAL MONTHS
BEFORE SELLING THEIR HOME AND MOVING BACK TO

PORTLAND,

REPORTS OF A BLACK FAMILY LIVING IN FOREST GROVE
WHO HAS BEEN EXPERIENCING RACIAL HARASSMENT.

. A Brack FAMILY IN EuceENE, OREGON RECEIVED A
THREATENING NOTE, TELLING THEM TO MOVE -- SIGNED
BY THE KKK,

NOTES WITH RACIAL THREATS BEING PUT ON THE DOORS
OF BLACK STUDENTS 1IN DORMS AT OREGON STATE

UNIVERSITY. -- SIGNED BY THE KKK.

IN PORTLAND. A BLACK MALE WAS ATTACKED AND
RECEIVED SEVERAL STAB WOUNDS BY A WHITE MALE
WHO HAD IN HIS POSSESSION A CARD INDICATING
HIS MEMBERSHIP IN THE NATIONAL WHITE PEOPLES
SOCIALIST PARTY. RACIAL EPITHETS WERE USED DURING
THE ATTACK,

A BLACK FAMILY, SHOPPING AT A WELL'KNONN CHAIN
STORE IN NORTH PORTLAND, WAS PHYSICALLY CHASED
OUT OF THE STORE BY AN EMPLOYEE SHOUTING THAT
HE REFUSED TO SERVE NIGGERS IN HIS STORE,
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IN ADDITION TO SPECIFIC OVERT ACTS OF INTIMIDATION AND
VIOLENCE., THERE HAS BEEN A SHARP INCREASE IN HATE GROUP
ACTIVITY IN THE STATE OF OREGON. AT THE METROPOLITAN
HumAN ReLATiONs COMMISSION, WE RECEIVE PHONE CALLS WITH
INCREASING FREQUENCY FROM CITIZENS WHO. WISH TO REPORT

DISTRIBUTION AND POSTING OF HATE GROUP LITERATURE.

IN AN ELEVEN-WEEK PERIOD, FRoM NovemBer 1980 710 MARcH
1981, WE RECEIVED 26 PHONE CALLS FROM CONCERNED CITIZENS
REPORTING DISTRIBUTION OF RACIAL AND -RELIGIOUS HATE
LITERATURE. BEFORE THAT PERIOD, WE RECEIVED APPROXIMATELY

ONE OR TWO CALLS A YEAR.

I RECOGNiZE THAT ALL THE [INCIDENTS THAT [ HAVE RELATE»D
TODAY WILL NOT BE PRECLUDED OR COVERED UNDER THE PROPOSED
LEGISLATION. BUT I FEEL IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE
THAT A SOCIAL CONTEXT HAS REEMERGED WHERE ACTS OF VIOLENCE
AGAINST MINORITIES CAN, AND DO. TAKE PLACE.

I ENCOURAGE YOU TO PASS STRONG HARASSMENT LEGISLATION
WHICH WILL GIVE A CLEAR MESSAGE TO OREGONIANS THAT ACTS
OF VIOLENCE SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED AT MINORITIES WILL NOT

BE TOLERATED.
I wouLD LIKE TO HAND IN FOR THE RECORD:

1. Copies oF CONGRESSIONAL RECORD HEARINGS DATED DECEMBER
1980 AnD MArcH 1981 -- BOTH RECORDING TESTIMONY OF
THE INCREASE IN RACIALLY DIRECTED VIOLENCE. ”
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REPORT BY THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE ON THE INCREASE

ofF KLAN ACTIVITY.

REPORT TO THE PRESIDENT FROM e U, S. Civir RIGHTS
COMMISSION ON THE INCREASE OF RACIALLY DIRECTED

VIOLENCE OCCURRING ACROSS THE NATION.

REporT BY THE CoMMUNITY RELATIONS Service, U. S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, DOCUMENTING AN INCREASE IN

RACIAL INCIDENTS.

A COLLECTION OF NEWS ARTICLES WHICH RELATE SPECIFIC

INCIDENTS OF RACIAL . HARASSMENT IN THE StaTe oF OREGON.

A DAILY LOG THAT MHRC HAS BEEN KEEPING OF HATE GROUP
ACTIVITY IN THE PORTLAND AREA.

SAMPLES OF THE TYPES OF HATE GROUP LITERATURE THAT
ARE BEING DISTRIBUTED CURRENTLY.
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{ : HUMAN RELATIONS COMMs.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CRS
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1980 (202) 724-7386

The Community Relations Service (CRS) of the Department of
Justice responded to 1,431 alerts to racial disputes or racial
incidents during Fiscal Year 1980, a 6.6 percent increase over
Fiscal Year 1979. | |

CRS Director Gilbert G. Pompa said today that of the 1,431
alerts, the CRS helped to settle 923 eases, carried over 261 into
Fiscal Year 1981, which began October 1, 1980; and turned away
214 as lacking sufficient volatility to warrant removing staff
from potentially more explosive problems.

CRS defines a case as flaring conflict of the type that
occurred in such places as Miami, Florida; Nampa, Idaho; Flint,
Michigan; Wichita, Kahsas; and Wrightsville, Georgia, or a
dispute or disagreement with real potential for erupting into
open conflict or vioience.

Mr. Pompa said that cases showing the fastest growth rate
were those related to minority allegatlons of pollce use of
excessive force, Ku Klux Klan activities, and the 1nflux of
Indochinese resettlements.

CRS logged 249 cases alleging police use of excessive force
during Fiscal Year 1980, a 92,8 percent increase over the previous
year. Sixty-three persent of the cases stemmed from Blacks' com-

plaints, 32 from Hispanics, and four percent from American Indians.

(OVER)




The complaintswerelfairly distributed nationally, with
communities under 160,000 accounting for 53 percent and those
larger than 100,000 for 47 percent.

There were 68 cases related to Klan activities and 32 to
Indochinese refugee resettlements, increases of 55 percent and
540 percent, respectively.

The Klan activity'océurred across the nation, but the cases
were mainly in the Southeast with cross-burnings, armed rallies‘
countering minority protesters, firebombings, challenges to police,
and general harassment of Blacks and Hispanics precipitating the
trouble.

The Indochinese refugee resettlement problems weré mostly in
the Southwest and over housing, jobs, and shrimping issues.

Mr, Pompa éaid that requests for help in disputes by citizens,
governors, and other officials of public and private agenéies and
organizations indicate a growing interest in the emerging field
of racial and ethnic dispute resolution.

He said that Federal disfrict judges increasingly are calling
on CRS to mediate;’as an alternative to litigation, in certain
civil rights cases and to help to peacefully impleﬁent school
desegregation orders.

Among CRS' present efforts is one of conciliating the mount-
ing racial tensions resulting from the'rash of killings of Blacks

in Atlanta, Buffalo, and a number of other cities.

DOJ-1980-11
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MURDERS OF BLACKS BAFFLE U.S. OFFICIALS

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. They were among 24 black Americans and  falo suburbs. Their chests had been crudely

two white women who were with black men opened and their hearts cut put.
at the time who have been slain in & string The next day a biack Attica Inmate—in a

' THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES of murders in seven cities across the nation Buffslo hospital after taking an overdose of
Monday, December 15, 1980 over the last 15 months. barbituates—got a look at a white man who

Federal and local law enforcement au. leaned over his bed, said, "I hate niggers,”

nir. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on De-  ¢horities have been bewildered by the ap- then tried to choke him with a cord. A nurse
ubcommittee on  parent random choice of victims, They have walked into the room unexpectedly, and the
1d the first in & met twice in the last month to swap leads man rushed past her and disappeared. Her
hearings on the mnature, and trade information, but FBI Director . description of the attempted assailant was
. snd the extent of racial and in- William H. Webster said investigators have similar to one given by a witness to one of
.olence in the Nation. No no substantial evidence linking the murders, the .22 cal. shootings, authorities said.

M

cember 9, 1080, the S
t I ciair, he

N

YRS BTV N

A bureau spokesman sald, nonetheless. In the five other eities—Cincinnatl, In-

v ';“‘e hea"“FS tt;as g{ester that there are common threads: the tenden- dignopolis, Oklahema Clty, Johnstewn, Pa.,
. Lhan_ preventing future .y for black males to be the victims, the use and Salt Lake City, where still unsolved
Lhat denies the most basic of of high-powered rifles In several of the Ambush style shootings of blacks have oc-
and civil rights—the right shootings and the viciousness with which curred In the last year authorities are scek-

the crimes were carried out. ing a 30-year-old native of Mobile, Ala,, for

.ne lzst 17 months, 24 black: -“This is the first time that we have had questicning.
hite women, who this type of thing on this level,” sald the Smooth-faced and six feet tall, the man

Americans and 2 W
were with black men &
been killed in a
seven cities. Fed

ime, hav spokesman, agent Otls Cox. “We're looking speaks with a pronounced Southern accent,
t tél;e nt;llxl‘:ge?sai: S fther one person OF & group of persons and wears eyeglasses as thick as the bottom
with the same types of things in mind.” of bottles, with a nearly blind left eye. Au-

eral and local 1aw en-  “Thomas Atkins, general counset of the thorities have picked up the trail of his
ities have not yet NAACP, said his organization wants to travels across the country in fast Camaros

{orcement author
solved these murders.

know “whether or not there is some secret and Novas under 20 or more allases.

ders have taken place and organized effort being made to foment He was born James Clayton Vaughn Jr,,

Tliese mur
dvring @ period of grow
aroup vicience, ther

~onp trite groups and violence-prone

ing racial and racial strife.” but had his name legally changed to Joseph
ising activism Webster told reporters in Atlanta late last FPaul Pranklin, and that is the way he is car-

week that he understood that many blacks ried in police _flles. He was grrested In the
pelieve a nationwide conspiracy is at work. small industrinl town of Florence, Ky.,

air: tions, most notat;ly the KU 7yninyit's a natural temptation born of le-  BOTOSS frem Cincinnati, and held for a few
ing fears among gitimate fright that a national conspiracy is hours there late last month before manag-

1ux Klan, and mount
minority groups who
{olence-pron

feel thr.eatened under way,” he sald. But, he said, the evi- ing an easy escape through a narrow crank-
e organizations. dence does not support such a theory. out window as officers conferred in the hall-

. _ton Post, October 23, ‘Authorities in Buffalo and Atianta say way. .
“<r.ed an article by Herbert they believe the waves of killings in their A warrant has been issued for Franklin's

Denton, entit

arrest in connection with the two slayings in

1 cities are unique.
led, “Murders of Blacks nid Salt Lake City.

Baffie U.S. Officials.” 1 urge my col-

leagues to read the article,

The 10 victims in Atlanta were all chil-
. ges 8 to 15, The rash of murders has fallen like hot

embers on & patchwork of school racjal bat-

that fol- dren, nine boys and one girl, ai
: tles, cross-burnings on lawns and other

from poor families living in rundown neigh-
borhoods, or government housing projects.

MURDERS OF BLACKS BAFFLE U.S. OFFICIALS  Four other children—a girl and three boys— strife In cities from Boston to the suburbs of

(By Herbert H. Denton) are missing.

What stands out in plercing poignance is
the innucent way in whi

Tt

|

ol
1
q
4

ch they were going
aily routines when suddenly,

abdl e @

Portland, Ore,, and from Miami to Rich-
The children have been disappearing at mond, Calif.

almost 3%-week intervals over the last 15 Civil rights groups and government field

months, their hodies found later with marks officers privately talk of the seven straight

without warning or provocation, they were indicating they were strangled, stabbed or Y€BIS of raclal strife over school busing in

shot. Atlanta authorities say they have no Boston as being In a special, distressed cate-

ineer in a Buffalo plant _solid evidence on the race or identity of the 8ory. But files kept at the U.S. Civil Rights

The assistant eng
t & Burger King when

naged boys in Cincinnati cal, weapon was used in & bloody 36-hour
o buy sodas when period to kill a black teen-aged boy and

.'_"nd. Jhie two Lee
cre heading to a store b
r¢ gunned down. The two black three black men. On successive days, two

murderer or murderess. Commlssion bulge with clippings from news-
papers across the country reporting isolated
racial bLattles, Aides say they believe the
numbers of incidents are growing, but have
not done any studies to find out.

d shot him in the In Buifalo, the same semi-automatic .22

ke City were jogging with Wweeks later, the battered bodles of two Minorities have tiled 186 complaints with
h Liberty Park when other victims, both black and both cab driv- the Justice Department'’s Clvil Rights Divi-
iper's ambush, ers. were found on remote roads in the Buf- - sion since the start of the year alleging that

youths in Salt La
tao whijtye girls throug
1he boys were slain ina sn

v
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House of Representatives

VIOLENCE AGAINST MINORITIES
ON THE INCREASE

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, in
recent monthis newspapers and maga-
zines have reported on what appears
1o be an increasing incidence of crimi-
nal violence directed against minority
RV 5. This violence has mani-
o ced jued inoa variety of ways—
talnivin shootlings and sniper attacks,
assaults, attacks on civil rights leaders,
{irohombings, armed confrontations at
peitical demoenstrations, and intimida-
- and threats of violence. The vio-

nee is not confined to any one sec-
i of the Nation. It is a serious na-
1 ahal problem.

Numerous acts of criminal violence
Lave been cosmainitted by members of
the Ku Klux Klan, including assaults,
atlempted arson, and shootings.
Twenty-three Klansmen have been
‘convicted of Federal violations of civil
rights laws. But much of the violence
directed against minority group citi-
zens has been committed by individ-
1. v l;» were not members of or af-
. © ith owny group or organiza-
Coi. o~ wear trat those individuals
AV e odeh as the Ku Kiux Klan
inne cuasutational rights that are
protestvd under the first amendment.
Bt no individual or group has the
Pigiti (0 conmit  criminal violence
analilzl Glaer citizens, .

My staff. in cooperation with the
Congressional Research Service, com-
piled a partial listing of this violence
i 1.-¢nt years. Although cross burn-
ings nre not included in this report, it
sl be noted that such acts are not
iprweless acts of vandalism or
i.s having no racial motivation.
£ oarnains send an uitmiiatarable
st st ol racial or religious bigotry.

1 commend the following report “Se-
lected 1t o.lents of Criminal Vielence
v net tSinority  Group  Citizens,

iu-61" to my colleagues:

LIRS

SEi - 7). [NCIDENTS OF CRIMINAL VIOLERCE
AGaiNu: MinoraTy Group CITIZENS, 1078-81
ALABAMA

October 22, 1080, Birmingham: A bomb
wws 2w oo the steps of a black church,!

October 29, 1979, Muscle Shoals: Two
black ministers were assaulted by Ku Klux
Klansmen with plek ax handles. Two Klans-
men later pled guilty to violations of federal
civil rights laws.?

Octaber 20, 1979, Hayden: Ku Klux Klans-
men attacked a house occupied by a racially
mixed group and beat and infured a black
male. One Klansman was later convicted of
violations of federa) civil rights laws.?

September 28, 1979, Cullman: Several
Viethamese refugees employed at a textile
mill were threatened by a knife-wielding Ku
Klux Klansman. The Klansman was later
convicted of violations of federal civil rights
laws.* :

July 5-6. 1979, Birmingham: Black citizens
protesting the fatal shooting of a black
woman by police clashed with Ku Kilux
Klansmen. Police arrested fourteen persons.
A second confrontation oceurted after
armed white citizens drove through the city
firing at least once. Eight whites including
several Klansmen were later arrested.®

May 28, 1979, Decatur: More than one
hundred heavily armed club-swinging Ku
Klux Klansmen clashed with civil rights
demonstrators and riot police. Two Klans-
men and two black citizens were shot and
wounded. Several Klansmen and black citi-
zens were later arrested.®

December 15, 1978, Cullman: A black min-
ister was abducted on an interstate highway
by three white males and whipped after he
had publiclv dencunced the rape conviction
ol a mentally retarded hlack male by an all
white jury. A Ku Klux Klan leader asseried
that Klansmen had been responsible for the
abductinn.? .

Fall 1078, Talladega County: Ku Klux
Kiansimen fired a shotgun into the homes of
NAACP leaders and racially mixed couples,
Thirteen Klansmen later pled guilty to or
were convicted of violations of federal civil
rights laws.*

CALIFORNIA

November-December 1980, Contra Costa
County: A series of altacks against black
families by white vanilals occurred including
an attempled assault and a snooting inci-
dent.*

“January 13, 1979, Chico: A deaf black male
was shot and killed by two white males and
one white female. According to press reports
the assidtants murdersd their victim be-
cause ther could not tind any animals to
shoot on a hunting trip. The assailants later
pled guilty to murdey charges.

October 5, 1078, Cartago: Two Ku Kiux
Klansmen fired a shotgun into the home of
a black family. Both Klansmen later pled
Fuilty to violations of federal civil rights
aws,

CONNECTICUT

October 2, 1980, Manchester: The home of
a black family was firebombed, Two white
males were later arrested.”

GFORGIA

197881, Atlanta: Seventeen black children
have been found murdered. One black child
is still missing.»

INDIANA

May 28, 1980, Fort Wayne: Vernon
Jordan, President of the National Urban
League was shot and critically wounded by a
sniper attack.'

Mid-January, 1980. Indianapolis: A black
male was shot and killed by a sniper
attack.® )

January 1, 1980, Indlanapolis. A black
male v.as shot and Killed by a sniper
attack.'s

June 11, 1979, Muncie; A white male at-
tempted to run over a black citizen with a
truck as he was removing a cross used at a
Ku Klux Klan rally. Police later arrested &
Klansman."

June 11, 1979, Muncle: A group of white
males armed with clubs and at least one gun
forced an interracial couple to flee their
home.'*

MARYLAND

July 8. 1978, Baltimore: Three Ku Klux
Klansmen were arrested on charges stem-
ming from a plot to bomb the home of Con-
gressman Parren Liitchell and a Baltimore
synagogue, The Klansmen were later con-
victed."

MASSACHUSETTS

January-March 1980, Great Barrington: A
white female threalened and liarassed a
black family. The woman later pled guilty
to violations of federal civil rights laws.®

July 13, 1980, Boston: A black sailor was
stabbed by a group of white males.”

June 30. 1980, Boston: The home of a
black family was firebombed. A white youth
was later arrested.”

May 1, 1980, Boston: A black male was fa-
tally stubbed by several white youths.”

October 31, 1479, Boston: A black off-duty
Boston police officer was pelted with rocks
by a crowd of white youths. A white youth
was later arrested.”

September 28, 1979, Boston: A black teen-
ager was shot and wounded by a white male
sniper during a football game. The victim
was left a quadriplegic. The assailant was
later convicted.®

September 18, 1979, Boston: A group of
white teenagers hurled stones and large
metal bolis at three school buses with black
passengers. Three black children were in-

ord
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jured.»

July 13, 1979, Boston: Four members of a
black family were injured when their home
was stoned by a group of forty to fifty white
youths. Several of the youths were later ar-
rested.” .

June 3, 1079, Boston: A twelve year old
black youth was struck by several arrows
fired by a white male who wore a white
sheet and motorcycle helmet.”™

1979, Boston: Eleven black women were
found murdered within a five month
period,?

July 22, 1978, Boston: The home of a Gua-
temalan family was firebombed shortly
after the windows had been smashed by
about two hundred white youths.*

MICHIGAN

August 3-7, 1980, Detrolt: A group of Ku
Klux Klansmen fired a shotgun and a rifle
al a black male. Four Klansmen later pled
guilty to violation of federal civil rights
laws.™

MISSISSIPPI

June 10, 1978, Tupelo: Ku Klux Klansmen
clashed with a white minister during a pro-
test by civil rights demonstrators. A black
male observer of the U.S. Department of
Justice was later threatened by a white
male with a bicycle chain.»

Summer 1978. Okolona: A group of white
males attacked a black college president.
Sixteen shots were fired at him as he sat in
his car.,™

NEW JERSEY

September 21, 1079, Plainfield: Three
hets were fired from a shotgun into the
home of a black family. Four white males
were later arrested.

September 13, 1979, Plainfield: - Several
white males assaulted a black male with &
baseball pat. Another black male was also
attacked in a separate incldent by bat-wield-
ing white males. Other black citizens were
threatened. Three white males were later
arrested.™

NEW YORK .

December 29, 1980-January b, 1981, Buffa-
lo: A black male was fatally stabbed by 8
white male. Four other black males were
also attacked by & knife-wielding white male
assailant.»

December 30, 1980, Rochester: A black
male was fatally stabbed by 8 white male.”

December 22-24, 1980, New York: Three
black males and an Hispanic male were fa-
tally stabbed. Witnesses to at least two of
the stabbings have described the assailant
as a white male, Police officials stated that
one individual may be responsible for all
four fatal stabbings. Three other black
males were also attacked by a knife-wielding
while male assailant.*

October 10, 1980, Erfe County: A black
male hospital patient wes attacked by &
white male who attempted to strangle him.»

October 8-9, 1980, Buffalo; Two black
males were gssaulted and beaten to death.
Their hearts were cut out,»

September 22-24, 1980, Buffalo,
Cheektowaga, Niagara Falls: Three black
males and a black teenager were shot and
killed by sniper attacks or in shooting incl-
dents. Witnesses have described the assail-
ant as a white male.®

August 8, 1979, Yonkers: The home of &
black family was firebombed. City officials
described the attack as racially motivated.*

NORTH CAROLINA

December 3, 1980, Weldon; Three black fe-
males were abducted by a gun-wielding
white male. One of the women was raped
agd killed. The assailant was later arrest-
e _4!

November 3, 1979, Greensboro: Demon-
strators protesting against the Ku Klux
Klan clashed with Klansmen and Nazis.
Five of the demonstrators including three
white males, one black female and one His.
panic male were shot and killed. Six Klans-
men and Nazis were later tried on State
charges of murder and rioting. An all white
jury acquitted all of the defendants.«

OHIO

November 1, 1980, Youngstown: A black

teenager was shot and killed by a rifle fired
from a pickup truck. Press accounts indicate
that a group of white youths in a pickup
truck had been driving around shooting ran-
domly at black citizens, Three white youths
have been arrested.”

June 8, 1980, Cincinatt): Two black teen-
agers were shot and killed by a sniper
attack.se

OKLAHOMA

October 21, 1979, Oklahoma City; A black
male and a white female companion were
shot and killed by a sniper attack. Police
said that the assailant was a white male.”

PENNSYLVANIA

June 15, 1980, Johnstown: A black male
and a white female companjon were shot
and killed by a sniper attack,*

TENNESSEE

October 24, 1980, Chattanooga: A black
teenager was shot and wounded by two
white males.*

April 19, 1980, Chattanooga: Four black
women were shot and wounded by & shot-
gun fired from a car. a Ku Klux Kiansman
was later convicted and two other Klansmen
acquitted by an all white jury.»

UTAH

August 20, 1980, Salt Lake City: Two black
youths were shot and killed by a sniper

attack as they were jogging with two white
{emale companions. A white male has been
arrested on state and federal charges.5!

VERMONT

October 27, 1980, Bennington: One of
three white males was sentenced to between
three months and one year in jail for his
role in the abduction and stabbing of a
black teenager.t?
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REPORTS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ACTIVITY

Friday, October 31, 1980

Received phone call from City Traffic Engineering
Department. He reported racist signs posted on S. W. Third and
Fourth, between Morrison and Oak -- "Gas a Jew," "Nuke a
Nigger," "White Power, " MHRC staff removed approximately seven
signs from that area. Signs were approximately 3%" x 7,
fluorescent colors: orange, green, red, and gold silk-screen
process. No name or affiliation was noted. Later the same day,

found same signs posted around S. W.  Broadway and Taylor.
Approximately five signs were posted on poles, buildings, and
phone booths.

Tuesday, November 4, 1980

Additional signs, same as above, were posted around Portland
State University area.

Wednesday, November 5, 1980

MHRC received two phone calls, one male, one female. The callers

said there were racist signs posted around the S. FE. 82nd and
Flavel area. Signs appeared to be the same as above. Same

slogans, size, and color.

Wednesday, Novembér‘ 5, 1980

_ alled. Her daughter works for the Federal Reserve
Bank of California. Tuesday, November 4, there was a large
sign posted on the side of the bank building which read, "White

Power." | . expressed fear because her daughter goes to work
at 6:00 a.m. and has to walk alone. :

November 14, 1980

: ad, repairman for PGE, called. The previous week,
he had stopped to use a phone booth on N. E. 162nd and Halsey.
The phone booth had a stack of racist literature inside. The
literature was against Blacks and Jews. He pickéd up the stack
and threw it away. ! does not remember if there
was a name or affiliation printed on the titerature.




REPORTS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ACTIVITY - page 2

November 14,1980

) called to report that he® was picked up
hitchhiking on S. E. 28th and Morrison the week before by two
males. The car had Nazi paraphernalia in it. They told
that they were active members of the local chapter of the National
White Socialist Party.

-4

o

November 15, 1980

Probation Offic ’ called. He has
a man assigned to him on probation who has some involvement
in a Nazi organization. : 7 ) who owns

a tatoo parlor

November 24, 1980

s, Black male, was attacked and stabbed by a white
male who was carrying a card which indicated he was a member
of the White Socialist Party. The incident happened on 22nd and

West Burnside. The white male stabbed with an ice
pick, then chased him for two blocks, hitting at him with an
ice pick and a knife, yelling racial slurs at him -- stating he
hated niggers and was going to kill them all. The white male

was charged with first-degree assault.

January 8, 1981

She had received literature from the Christian National Socialist
White Peoples Liberation Army ... racist literature speaking out
against Gov. Atiyeh's racial harassment bill. She sent copies,
a three-page document on file, dated January 1981.

January 9, 1981

MHRC received the national newsletter from the Klan in the mail
in a plain white envelope. The envelope bore a Portland postmark.

January 13, 1981

Received a phone call from a Salem Statesman reporter. Someone
had stuffed racist literature speaking out against the Governor's
racial harassment bill in approximately 300 mailboxes in Salem.
They were from the National White Socialist Party. (Received

copies from Howard Goodman, Salem Statesman.)




REPORTS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ACTIVITY-- page 3

January 15, 1981 .

Received a phone call from an older male who would not leave
his name. He said he had information on neo-Nazi activities.,
He had reported specific information to Commissioner Jordan about
who was involved. ge said it was a young male who worked
at ¢ : ' , . d, drove a 1960 (?) model
D - : ' . The male who called was angry and
felt ' - : was doing nothing to stop this group.

January 15, 1981

Received a call from attorney . He reported

knowledge of the National White Socialist Party activity locally.
Someone had posted racist hate literature around S. E. 20th and

Hawthorne the previous week. The literature was identified as
being from the White Socialist Party. Mr, knew the police
were watching a young white male named ~ who drove an
olderr model Pontiac 88, as a suspect for neo-Nazi activity.
Mr., indicated he was interested in helping in any way

he could.

January 27, 1981

Received a phone call from , e ' aue,
#9, Portland, OR 97209. She had found numerous flyers on the
streets around the Library and Portland State. Flyers were anti-
Semitic and racist literature speaking out against '"Niggers,
Mexicans, Cubans, and Queers." The name of the organization
was the Christian Nationalist Socialist White Peoples Liberation
Army, P. O. Box 40370, Portland, OR 97240.

January 27, 198i

MHRC and several different City staff persons found the same
literature as above scattered all along S. W. Morrison and Alder
Streets, and S. W. Fifth and Sixth Avenues. :

January 28, 1981

Received a letter and flyers from a . ,

., Portland OR 97232, She found
several flyers same as above scattered around S. W. Fourth and
Oak. (Apparently, .someone just dropped off flyers around City
streets. There were no reports of anyone handing out material.)
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REPORTS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ACTIVITY -- page 4

February 4, 1981

Received a phone call from Neo .,
23rd Avenue, Portland 97210. Individuals in Northwest
Portland began calling her to report that anti-Semitic and racist

flyers were posted all over Northwest Portland. Geri sent us
a copy of what she found. i1t was the same literature from the
Christian - National Socialist White Peoples Liberation Army.

February 6, 1981

Received two phone calls from citizens who called to report that
a racial- epithet was painted on outside wall of the Galleria
Shopping Center, S. W. Tenth and Alder: "Kilt the Niggers."
| called the Galleria management and asked them to remove it.

-

February 12, 1981

Three men passed out racist literature oufside the Mu|tnoméh

7 Athletic Club where Sen. Bob packwood was speaking. The liter-

ature was from the Christian National Socialist White Peoples
Liberation Army.

February 13, 1981

Received a packet of information from Commissioner Jordan's office.
A lady sent a letter of concern, along with anti-racist literature,
about the increase in Klan activity and the fact that people were
printing and distributing jiterature of such nature. (See file
for name, etc.)

February 17, 1981

A young man stopped in the office with a handful of white
supremacy literature printed by the Christian National . Socialist
White Peoples Liberation Army. The young man had found them
downtown laying around several locations.

- o . »
February 20, 1981 < -
A reporter from the Willamette Week took pictures of three men
who were handing out - literature on §. ‘W. Sixth and “Yamhill:
The literature was from the Christian National Socialist White
Peoplies Liberation Army. The men asked the reporter to give
them the film; when the reporter refused, they pulled a knife
on him. The reporter yelled for help, and the men ran away.

(See file for news article.)
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REPORTS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ACTIVITY -- Page 5

February 21, 1981

An MHRC staff person saw two men handing out literature from
the Christian Nationa! Socialist White Peoples Liberation Army
on the corner of S. W. Sixth and Morrison.

February 23, 1981

Received a copy of a letter to Comm. Lindberg from a Portland
resident who was extremely concerned about the leafleting of
racist brochures and posters. He had attended a meeting in
Northwest Portland and found that poster had been distributed
in the Northwest neighborhood. He enclosed a copy of the poster,
It was from the Christian National Socialist White Peoples Libera-
tion Army. (See file for letter.)

March_ 16, 1981

Received a phone call from o .- Saturday
night when his wife left the Civil Auditorium,; there was a yellow

. racist flyer left on her car and all cars in the parking lot.
" The flyers were frqm the Christian National Socialist White Peoples

Liberation Army. M was extremely upset. He callied
the police, and they refused to do anything. . was
upset because it is against City Code (16. 26—110) to post or
leave flyers in the City of Portland and felt the police were
refusing to enforce the City Code.

March 16, 1981

MHRC staff reported that a racial epithet was printed on the
Day/Night Teller Machine of Pacific First Federal Savings on
S. W. Sixth and Yamhill: "Kill the Niggers." We called the
bank, and they said they would remove it immediately. .
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Wy does the Systert hade
( MNATIONAL SOCIALISAMS

The generally deteric rating conditions we face at homg ana abroad today ars an ousyrowth—1 . a wea’er
or lesser dagree--of America’s senseless involvenant in Viorld war 1. Whether it is a questicy of oohan e
rest, Southeast Asd, Of \he spiraling cost ot tiving or the Middie East crisis, all of these prolems e dired tly to-
lated o that mulitiry adventuro a goraralicn ago. :

¥hy did the clder penerativn go 0 wal against the people of Germaky snd dopan?

We have all been fed the line that they weure “aunishing agavessors’’ and “ninking the wortd sa™s for de
mocracy.” But wos it really impossible to have lived in peuce with the German and Japanest aeale?

Why was it necassary, for instance, for our tuthers end uncles to kill pundreds of thousaus of e W
men, and children at such places as Hambuaty, Hiroshime, Nagusaki, and Dresdon? Why way it neLessity Yot
them to destroy &dolf Hidler and Nationa! Socialist Germenry: Why do they fLoap on perranngy v semne
old media stereotypes about this man and his 1deas? Could % ba--could 1t jusy possibly pe- shat ' ey Ddvt
been brainwashed by a System which has a vasted intwrest ir. (-sreprusenting Naticaal Socuatism 1l i
founder?

Thay - have tokd us trat Hitler was the wickedaest man whos wver lived--worse thai Stalin « r the lead e
sty Trowky (alia. Rronsein), worse nven thad the Devi! himsaif. They seriously expect us Lat;eva et Yhis
man, who stirred ke hoorts and minds of tuns of millions ot s fellow countrymen and created e most. dy -
namic political mevement the woild hos ever seen, Wad totativ without redoeming qualities  They axXjHCL s
to balisve that heimply cust &n evil spell ovur ceotral Curoge in order ta carry out his machinaticons, Vo™
about a credibility yap! Whenvver 20yone wails & whopper like that with a straight Tace we kiow  here s more
thegathan meats 158 eye.

iy does the lineral-democratic System roally hate Katiomal Sovialism?

By 18jecting bourgeois-capitalist values, Adoit Hitler solvud the unemployment probiem i jus’ two yuars
after coming tO X v2er 0 Germany, whils the Westein e mocracios were still tioundening o ihe L ressic ol
the ‘30s. Unlike the capiralist regimes in the U).S., Brituin, and France, Hitler did nos have 1w resert 12 war
preparations to br.r.g his country back to social and guanami s nealth, 0s Iying propagandists - vy fibera!
democratic Systera have claimed.® What he did was very siravty to base tha German CCONCTYY NOY D some
axtransous metal iike gold or silver, the supply of which v.as Lontroiled by cutside interests. gt Ln the Lro-
ductive capacity cf the Gorman worker himseli.

Hitlar aiso frees Geirmany's toreiyn trade frem the controt of the internatiorial bankers of Lo, fon and Watl
Street, by introd.z.ng yaveral rasical innovations. Ons of thesu was strict limitation of Gerisan v.ports ™2
thooe materials 8ssentiai to the econumy. Another was whe iptornasional barter sysien. 1f Germe oy, for oxe
ampie, had farm ruchinery for oxport and a country like Rurnania had wheat, the two natiors ol sy
swap.

Hiver simply iored the “res of the gome,”” which said Jhat a country hite Garmany, witho' ' goid o
foreign-axchange -eseérves, couldn’t engage in toraign trade without comirg, hazt i hand, to *ha i ernational
bankers for credit These intarnational parasites, of course, di-in’t bike fosing ibeir cut, and Nasre. rome in ther
hearts for the maor- vho was upsutting ther applecart.

"Tho commutus i were losing ground, tou. n the faw of «wilid National Socialist accomplizhmenatan the so-
cial and economic fields, the moth-eaten Marsis: theories sic. 3 exposed as the gigantic fraod the. are ana ba-
gan to lose their agoeal not only in Germany, but whevrever working people were allowed t hear about Futier's
accomplishments, ;

(7 'hnead af cortnu e, 0 svealinw he e Gl e Aot the sacsl solt ol foo agne profossory itave been j nnping u vy wvhe af \\
Ao a tittie otivieal heo ework? Fog fu ts, asteas ot e >yt s fretr v find and read a fesw ot the CeYewi e ook o e herekpt-vand
of the las! wa-
Chiartes A, Bemd, Prevident Roosevctt amdd e Comany o the Vs todl (New Haven, 1947
Georgn Murgerstern, iz orl Harsor (Hea Sorb 1947), Wity 10
Cherles t Tancid, Back Dwor g0 W (Chonea, 1952) TH™ WA LLONAL COCTALIST
Rober A, Theobald, The Final Seceet of Pear tlarbor (Mew Yoo TUSRG). Pat bog 0360

Ceoeio ' 60650

3 . . .
o 0 H Rbn, et ™ R AN [rengrtitane ! Jear v ambodee P98Y thy *.




CHRISTIAN NATIOOAL SOCTALIST

( WHITE PEOPLE'S LIRERATICKN ARKY

JANUARY - 1981

DEAR FRIEMD, :

DESPITE THE GREAT VWIHITE PEOPLE'S ELECTORAL VICTORY OF LAST MOVENMRER,
OUR RACE AND CIVILIZATION ARE STILL UNDER ATTACK FROM THE ANTI-WHITE,
ANT1-CHRISTIAN AND ANTI-AMERICAN RACE-MIXING QUEERS WHO RUM THIS COUNTRY.

ALTHOUGH WE WERE ABLE TO THRROW OUT MOST OF THE POLITICAL DEGEMERATES
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LAST 50 YEARS OF COMMUNIST RULE IN AMERICA, THE ENTIRE
PRESS, NEWS MEDIA, TV NETWORKS, MOVIE STUDIOS ARE STILL LARGELY IN THE
HANDS OF OUR ENEMIES., WHILE WE ARE ABLE TO VOTE OUT COMMUMIST SWINE LIKE
JIMMY CARTER, VIE ARE UMFORTUMATELY NOT ABLE TO 'VOTE OUT' THE MNEWS REDIA,
"WHICH ARE AT LEAST AS POWERFUL AS OUR ELECTED LEADERS.

HERE IN OREGOM, THE POWERS THAT BE ARE TRYING TO FORCE A "RACIAL
HARRASSHMENT” LAW DOVIMN OUR ‘THROATS WHICH WILL BE JUST ONE MORE LAW OUR
JEWISH OVERLORDS WILL USE TO SUPPRESS WHITE CHRISTIAN AMERICANS. THIS
LAW WILL MAKE 1T A FELONY TO EXPRESS WHITE SUPREMACIST VIEWS IF THIS

(~ IS FOUND TO 'HARASS' AMYBODY. LEFT.WINGERS HAVE FOR YEARS DEMANDED 'FREE -
SPEECH' FOR PORNOGRAPHERS AND COMMUNISTS, BUT WHITE CHRISTIAN AMERICANS
ARE APPARENTLY NOT ENTITLED TO THE SAME RIGHTS. LIKE THE SO-CALLED
CIVIL-RIGHTS' LAWS, THE 'RACIAL HARASSMENT' LAW WILL BE DIRECTED ONLY

- AGAINST WHITE PEOPLE. IN ALL THE YEARS WE HAVE [iAD "CIVIL-RIGHTS' LEGIS-
LATION ON THE Books NCT ONE SINGLE NOH-WHITE RAS EVER BEEN PROSECUTED FOR
VIOLATING TUE CIVIL RIGHTS CF WHITF PEOPLE! THE MIAMI OFFICERS ART BEING
PROSECUTED FOR BEATING A BLACK MAM TO DEATH IN SELF-DEFENSE, BUT TRE BLACKS
WHO STOMPED SEVERAL WHITE PEOPLE TO DEATH IN THE SURSEQUENT RI0Ts ARE 0T
BEING PROSECUTED UNDER THE CIVIL-RIGHTS STATUTES,

THUS, 1T WILL TAKE ALL OF OUR ENERGIES AND RESOURCES TO FINALLY DEFEAT
THE ENEMIES OF WHITE AMERICA. 1 WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU TO JOIN OUR ORGANI=
2ATION AMD OUR GREAT STRUGGLE. THANK YOU AND GOD RBLESS YOU FOR WHATEVER
CONTRIBUTIONS YOU CAN MAKE TO SAVING OUR WHITE RACE AND NATION!

$15 ANMUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE UPRENE. COMMAYDER, _
oLEASE INCLUDE NAHE, ADDRESS, AGE,  CHRISTIAM MATIGRAL SOCIALTST
k RACE, SEX, ETC. WHITE PEAPLE’S [IRERATION ARMY

MAKE ALL CHECKgouT To: {(CHNSWPLA) - PO ROY 40370
PANTIAND, NREGOM 972074

A
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Since ancient times, wise man have known that thare is really *nothing pes H
ander the sun.” . b
As strange as the things that have been happening to America recently may !
seam, they have all happened before! And, they have happened not once or twice, v
but times too numerous to count. -

-
B

For example, Germany in the 1920's suffered from all the ills of present-dag
America: skyrocketing inflation, massive unemployment, organized crime and mob
violence, drug addiction, child prostitution and pornography, and the general
decline of religion and moral values.

Then, a savior appeared on the political horiron. Whatever you have been:
taught to believe about Adolf Ritler, one fact cannot be denied: He eliminated
ALL of the above listed social evils in a single stroke, by REMOVING froa posi-
tions of influence the RACE that created them.

without the Jews, Germany was reborn as a united and free nation, prospering
and flourishing as nhever before. Everyone had work and food, peace of mind and
unbounded confidence in the future of Germany under National Socialism.

Allthough the Jews and their Comunist allies have won the first N:ﬂc,
National Socialism 1is prepared to wage war for ten-thousand years, if necessary,

untii our race and the entire world are freed from the tyranny of Jew—Comssunist
butchers and slave-masters. '

P .—-.;.....‘-ﬂ——-—.,_...—,-_‘ .

AMERICA WILL SKASH RACE-NIXING AND JEW-CONMNUNISN!

FREE JOX FRANKLIN AND ALL WHITE PATRIOT POLITICAL PRISONERS!

Christian National Socialist
White People's Liberation Army
P.0O. Box 40370 ) .o
Portland, OR 97240 h '

.
IR D o avia s b =S e e

o ime e ———

[

WS



Y e e st

IRV { ",'-'_Q! _‘L_J‘l\j_l‘_\{;i_

Dcar fellow Oregon Hunter:

The 1980-81] b?g game season in the State of Oregon will be cancelled due to the
shortage of big game animals. The folluwving will not be hunted within this
state's boundaries this season: Bear, Deer, L1k, and Big Horn Shecep.

llowever, in the place of tue game animals, there will be an open season on the
South-Western Wet Back, (known locally as Mexican, Greaser, Greaseball, Spic,
Mex or Low Rider.) The season wil) open October 1st, 1980 and close on April 1,
1981. These Wet Backs must be thinned out cvery two or theee years.

It will te vnlawful ta:

) i
1. Hunt in a party of over 150 persons,
Use wore than 35 blood-thirsty bloodhounds.

Shoot in public taverns. (the bullet may ricochet off the grcase and
injure a civilized white peirson) ' '

4. Shoot any Vet Back while in a Mexican Restawiant.

.,
~.

+ Trapping Reguluations: . .
)

Braps may not be set within 15 feet of taco stands.
-~ 2. Traps may not be baited with -tacos, burittos, chili peppers, or food
' stamps. (Refricd beans may be used for this season only)
Note

A special perimit may be issued for the use of tlashy cars.

3. Traps may not be set in a welfare office.
4.

Al traps must have a 120 lb. spring and have a Jaw spread of at least
5 feet 3 inches.

Other Rwles and Requlations:

I. It is unlawful to pussess a road Milled Wet Back. If is seen on the
highway, you may hit'it, just don't pick the greasey bastard up.

2. It is unlawful to use any recorded or electronically amplified device
?0 trap a Wet Back, with the exception of the following: (A) A record-
ing of Crystal Gayle's "Don't Make My Brown Lyes Blue.”

Note: A special peamit may be purchased to use “Mexically Baby.*

. ‘ . - -
How To Know A Wet Back Is In Your Mica: )

1. Disposable diapers thvoun on the stieet,

2. large lines outside the wellaie olfice,

3. Trail of grease leading from shallow water to the bushes.

4. FEmpty I)U()k‘.; of food stamps thrown on the ground.

5. A 1947 "Cheevy®™, a “Cheevy peecup”, or a ford Torino with Starsky &
Hutch strips. (A1) with ved dingle balls in the windows)

Limit: Thice (3) per Day Forty (40) per Scason

,,,,, e
e e o e

-




f~iy ~  NOW STOP THE BOAT PEOPLE
Nantonsl Assoctation for White Presersauon

YESTERDAY — Ve i o rahion were invaded by mytbcs ot Asians and Hispanmics

TODAY — Ve are Lo aaded by o0 000 or more Cubar .

OMORROW — ot b Lie anvaded b

t
Veeatalt St

yonunareds of thog can s of dlegans from s
i
res R et sy ey e

The United S0aten tea nes prostiale betoio the waoring wa - RTINS
Lo Come 1O our and wh

sl Qe et an S reeleaders
Lul not to us

vty s e Lo e

O cares o lenge s Tor eoaenngl sovices sach e
protector anStead ou tars s oy B hndae g leedine
e ented gt oo

arieguate rgaith and poite

L Y TS perting Tioteng,
Joand edacatng mdhors L Sarleigtes gl

WE Wittt SUPPORT:
1 The Honor—. ' 1 fers by cpheaanng the Westeo Dot
2 The Sovergignty —f the thated States with boungane:.

3 The Constitution  o! e Unted S1ALes as it was whillen b

Lt bogngets S s gt

4 Free Pnlerpiise— 1o o adeancentives withoul 8XCesswve Goveramen! reqgula

(A8}

& Fambe —an e Daandauen of the United S1a1es thicu S wineh the spants wdbeals and (thodats ane
gttt o e Lo aenietatinn

6 Racial Punty— = 0 o ne whille face Should hase the freedom 1o say i 1o Ine negative
it P N (e oSt D dthmative achion Quuta$, 1o adees and e e ot tow hapforang
WE OPPOSE:

1 Cummumst goveinments and they torce teronsm i ali farms

2 Cuansarstup - ¢ the Uath g practced an the Umifed Llgles by new:s semvices

ttoadeashing
COrtede Ot el us e

3 Contraction ! *he tormgnes and terntones of the Unned States Suchia

toout withidraa . e te
Fanarma Canag anc var e as Pacitie 1stamis

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION g:‘v-g;'
National Association for White Preservation (NAVP) ‘M'g{ V
- P.0. Box 230198, Tigard, Oregon 97223 ;

Date . i 1

I prrosmise not to didose any conlidennal informanion piven me it | ~ceh membership.

( fedye my allegance 1o the White Race o the United States and sesaliantly 1o the
W e Race throughout the World,

Phicreby signady thar T am a White Man or White Woman 18 years of age or older of
"won Jeswish o aneestory. A

Faos that what hase wiiten betow s vue and | am in compliatoe wah the direcnons
phoon above, ’

Siphaluie oL L —— Phone

Name e Sex

(Phoas Poen

Addruess

) IStai b 12ap
Occupabion

Were you ever convicted ot a felony?

Mared () Single () Dwvorced () Date of Birth

t nclosed s my o minal donation of - ——_ $15.00 minimum

ol o aie gt ea mesnhenshup vour money will be retuaded on ocequest )
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Klansmen See Green Light
For Violence, Intimidation

"SWIHOY S

Jerry Paul Smith and Coleman Pridmore,

two of the Klansmen who killed Greensboro
anti-Klan marchers, must have swelled
with '"patriotic

! " pride when at a recent banquet, they were presented "Americanism
Awards" for their "courageous and steadfast defense of our Constitutional rights.”

‘The dinner was hosted in Marietta, .Ga., by Ed Fields, editor of the racist paper,
the Thunderbolt, and head of his own "New Order Knights" Klan. Fields called the
acquittal of the Klansmen "a great victory for white people everywhere," and Smith
and Pridmore seem to have interpreted the verdict as a "green light" to

continue their racist organizing. As detailed below, Smith recently helped lead
a group that seemed bent on bringing mob rule to a North Carolina town.

became involved in organizing the Klan in far-off Albany, Ore. Their efforts,
amidst an upsurge in Klan activity nationwide, should serve as a grim inspiration
to law-abiding citizens to rededicate themselves to opposing Klan violence.

Pridmore

KLAN, NAZI INCIDENTS AROUND THE NATION
Lincolnton, N.C.

‘March 14

Twenty Klansmen, {ncluding Greensboro defendant Jerry
Paul Smith, gathered outside the local jail after the
arrest of a black accused of raping a white woman. The

Klansmen read a letter of protest
and, offering to post bond, de-
manded that the suspect be put
in their custody in order, to "give
him a fair trial and see that justice
was done" —-- according to a local
police detective. The location of
the prisoner .is now being kept
but anonymous threats from persons
" calling themselves Klansmen have
continued. Klan leader Joe Grady
said, "We weren't going to lynch
him . " '

Fields preseﬁtsiiridmdre.with award. - (c . d . 2)
(Photo copied from the Klan newspaper.) ontinued on page £
Klan-backed U.S. Fishermen

Continue Anti-Vietnamese Campa

‘ The dispute between American and immigrant
ign Vietnamese shrimpers in the Santa Fe,

_ : Gulf Coast area continued to heat up
during March, Vietnamese contacted by KLANWATCH are afraid for their lives
‘and say now they wi

11 leave if they can sell their boats. American shrimpers,
according to spokesma ekends at Klan

n Gene Fisher, are now training on we
paramilitary camps. A cross was burned at a local Vietnamese family's home
a week ago, and armed Klansmen have begun patrolling local waters. American
shrimpers are reportedly planning to carry Klan guards on their boats when
he part of Texas Governor

Texas

uar
the shrimping season begins May 15. Efforts on t

William Clements to restore calm, ra

a compromise
n directed at moving the immigrants
away from the area. :

SPECIAL REPORT --— Recruiting Kids to the Klan —- page 6
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U.S. Report Hints Weak ‘ A recent study by a Department
Military Response to Klan of Defense consultant indicates

sharply increased KKK activity
on virtually all Army and many Air Force and Navy commands in
Europe. Army Times writer Tom Philpott's recent summary of the
600-page report included:

"There appears to be an increase in KKK activity, particularly
.Europe. : ' .

"Every (Army). command visited had some KKK incidents and felt
that there was Klan activity present. LTS (the researchers) had
no foreknowledge of KKK activity in Europe, yet every community
"also reported incidents such as on-post 1iterature and membership
cards, sheets, markings on walls or cross-burnings,' the study
said. o
"The report said Army EO (Equal Opportunity) personnel generally
felt U.S. Army Europe 'was taking no specific and definite action
and seemed not to be dealing with the nature or extent of KKK
activity' when the interviews were conducted about a year ago.

"The gross evidence of Klan activity appears to be much stronger
than any individual commander might think and is occurring at
a time when there is a wide-spread perception that the Army is
de-emphasizing its EO program,' the report said.

"Air Force EO personnel also expressed concern about KKK
activity in their units in Germany and lack of awareness by
individual commanders. They added, however, that the Air Force
vice commander-in-chief in Europe had issued a strong policy
letter on Klan activity that, 'clearly and strongly' stated the
Air Force position. ‘

"Navy EO personnel generally felt their service's reaction
to Klan incidents 'was weak and reactive rather than positive
and assertive," the study said. ‘

"It was felt that most senior level Navy officers were not
‘very familiar" with the Navy's EO program or its value in
"counteracting KKK influences."

KLAN, NAZI INCIDENTS (Continuéd from page 2)

Fort Wayme, Ind. A 22-year-old black man was hijacked, robbed and
March 12 ' tied to a tree by two white men who reportedly told

him that they were members of the KKK and threatened
his life if he revealed that they were members of that organization. Arrested
were Allen Hovis and a 17-year-old juvenile.

Bonn, West Germany A year-long survey of public attitudes in this country,

March 17 results released on this date, suggested that 18 percent
 of all West German voters feel that life under Hitler

was "the good old days" and that "under Hitler, Germany really had it better."

Portland, Ore. Literature distribution and racist vandalism that

March 16 . has been occurring since October of last year continued
through this month. Most of the literature has

been from the Christian National Socialist White Peoples Liberation Army.

'In a particularly serious incident, members of that group allegedly accosted

a local reporter at knifepoint and demanded that he turn over snapshots -

that he had just taken of them as they handed out literature on a streetcorner,

The reporter escaped without injury. ‘ - (Continued on page 4)
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KLAN, NAZI INCIDENTS (Continued from page 4)

Jackson, Miss. Grand Chaplain Robert Weems and other members of
_Feb. 11 the local Invisible Empire klavern gathered here

to protest Black History Week and school integratiom.
Weems suggested that black history is "a lot of propaganda' and that people
should keep in mind that "there are a lot of white genes in black history."
He also charged the local public school system with racism against whites.

Toronto, Ontario, Tour Canadian men --— Steven Bolt, Derek Sanders,
Canada ' Feb. 16 Keith Cabot and Brad Love —-- and an American, Larry

_ : . Reader of Hickory Hills, 111., were arrested for
painting the letters KKK and "White Victory" at two different locations.
Toronto 1s also the site of a dispute between union organizers and management
at a local multiracial factory. Management has since allowed KKK literature
to remain on a bulletin board -- defaming minorities and causing dissension
in the workforce. -

Moulton, Ala. . In this portheast Alabama community, members of
March 12 the Invisible Empire Klan were denied permission

' : to solicit funds at a local intersection. Spokes—
persons Tony‘WatSon and Bull Terry, attending a local council meeting along
with 17 other Klansmen, suggested the money would be used ‘to help pay legal
expenses for Klansmen charged with violating the civil rights of peaceful
civil rights marchers in nearby Decatur. The Klan members will apparently
be allowed to solicit money at local shopping centers.

‘Tuscaloosa, Ala. Members of the local Klan held a cross lighting

Feb. 19 ceremony and sang SOngs in a field behind the apart-
ment complex where lives the grandmother/guardian

of a 12-year-old black child who has been missing since December, and who

is now the subject of intensive searches organized by the local chapter

of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.

Columbia, Tenn. The manager of a local disco, in whose parking lot
Feb. 6 a cross was burned and who was quoted as saying

‘ S that "the Ku Klux Klan is a joke" has been harassed
since that time with a series of phone calls threatening ''to come back and do
something else." Police found copies of the newspaper of Bill Wilkinson's
Invisible Empire strewn around the burning cross. : :

Chattanooga, Tenn. Klansmen Larry Owens, National Titan of the United
March 14 : Empire Klan, and Rocky Coker werevfound'guilty_and

o senténced to prison on charges of possessing
explosives and conspiracy to commit an illegal act. Owens and Coker,
dressed in battle fatigues, were arrested during a period of racial tension
following the dismissal of charges against Klansmen accused of the shotgun
woundings of four black women. Klansman James Ledford was acquitted of
these same charges, - : |

Nashville, Tenn. Invisible Empire Grand Dragon Tex Moore and Titan
March 1 Stanley King led. a group of about 120 Klansmen who

: ' marched from the county courthouse to the state
capitol to show support for a white police lieutenant, accused of mistakenly
shooting a black Nashville woman, who is scheduled to be indicted for man-
slaughter. The rally on the courthouse steps included a lengthy diatribe
about the Atlanta child killings -- and the Klan opinion that the killer

had to be a black man. Moore railed that blacks 'are going to start looting,
rioting, raping and robbing when the weather gets warm" and went on to suggest
that their race would be annihilated. ' : : '




or Klan involvement in schools. Here is a sampling:

e In February 1981, at a Wilkinson rally in Ceres, Calif., a
‘local scout troop leader was revealed to be a Klansman.

And a 16-year-old child of Klan member Manfred Baer was
suspended for five days for refusing to stop wearing a T-shirt
with a'Nazi symbol. Also that month, a 17-year-old student at
a local junior college became involved in a dispute with admin-
istrators over a planned visit by Klan leaders.

o In Marion County, California, in November 1980, nine
members of a local high school football team were suspended

" after inserting “K-K-K'' into a school cheer. Other students
reportedly have worn white sheets while chasing black students
down halls — one such sheet has been confiscated — and lock-
ets have been marked “KKK.” :

e In two Oklahoma City suburbs in January 1978, two
Knights youth corps groups, claiming a membership of about
100 persons, reportedly attacked an area nightclub frequented
by homosexuals and may have been involved in other incidents.
Wilkinson's group, led by state Grand Dragon John Clary,
visited several local high schools in March 1980 and passed out
literature. Clary claims 50 rectuits.

e In Jacksen; Misss -in -December 1980, -charges - were

dropped against the child of Klansman Paul Haecker, who was
accused of tear-gassing black students during an argument on
a school bus. In October of that year, two robed Klansmen
visited school administrative offices to request the transfer of
a white youth from a predominantly black to a mainly white
_ school and sometime later, Kian supporter Brigette Baugh was

transferred.
- InNovember 1981, a flyer was circulated in a local highschool
urging teachers and administrators to *‘suspend as many
blacks as they can.” A member of the local youth corps is
quoted as saying he starts fights with blacks because “1 just
‘don’t like niggers . . . they totalled my dad’s car. They steal
your pencils. They call you names. And I don’t like this busing
thing, either.” : :

‘e In Louisville in February 1981, a student displayed Klan
fiterature at a local high school. .

o It was reported in December 1980, that in Nashville,
Tenn., an Invisible Empire Youth Corps headed by Klan mem-
ber Gladys Girgenti meets twice a month at a local motel. They
are said to be trained in gun use by a local policeman. :

o In Birmingham, Ala., in October 1980, Don Black and 50
other Knights chanting “‘white power” rallied in front of the

federal building to protest busing. They advertised it in a large’

newspaper ad describing schools as “‘jungles.” Black's wife is
a high school teacher. : '

" Twelve members-of Wilkinson's youth corps held a kiddie
carnival in Summertown, Ala., in the summer of 1979.

e In Decatur, Ala., in the summer of 1979, members of Wil-
kinson's youth corps burned a school bus at an anti-busing
rally. : :

o In Middletown, Ohio, in November 1980, Invisible Empire
members Calvin Buckner and John Kahne attended a school

. board meeting to ask the board to provide free transportation
to school for Kahne’s children.

o In Franklin, Tenn., in 1980, Klansmen rode school buses.
o In Winston-Salem, N.C., the superintendent of schools
received a letter saying that Klan youth corps units had formed
at five local schools and that more were planned. Accompany-
ing the letter was a calling card reading, ""You have been paid
a friendly visit by the KKK. Would you like a real visit?"

o in Durham, N.C.. in the fall of 1980. a cross was burned at
half-time during a game between black and white high schools.

e In College Park, Md., in November 1980, several adult
KKK members visited a local high school to recruit students.
They claimed to have signed up 100, and plapned to recruit
elsewhere. In St. Mary’s County, youth corps applications cit-
culated in a local high school, and in Harford County, a mock
job application form slurring blacks circulated amorig local
high school students and both teachers and students repeatedly

received abusive phone calls from self-identified Klansmen.
eIn New York City, Junior Scholastic Magazine was
slammed by a variety of groups, including the ADL, NAKN
and NEA, for publishing an article on the youth corps in April,
1980, that allegedly whitewashed the Klan's racist bent and
violent history. : :

e In Chicago, IlL., a local high school teacher resigned in
November 1980 in the wake of a furor caused when 10-year-old
black students revealed that he called them “little niggers,”
“bitches,” “whores’” and *‘prostitutes’ and called himself a
“card-carrying member of the KKK."”

e In February 1981, a high school teacher in Pinckney,
Mich., was revealed to be a Klan supporter.

o In Largo, Fla., in September 1980, a youth apprehended.in
a cross-burning incident was wearing a robe fent to him by a
Klan member. ‘ :

BUT A LIST OF INCIDENTS over several years does not a
youth corps movement make, and it is to the credit of Klan
feaders that they have been able to sell reporters their exag-
gerated claims of youth corps membership.

They hype their numbers for several reasons.

First, it makes them seem more important, The Columbia
Journalism Review of March/April 1981 chronicles just how
_one independent California Klan leader, Jeff Murray, trans-
formed what was basically a non-existent Klan into a Klan with
12 district officers all over the state — and got his story re-
ported in major newspapers, wire services and magazines.
More than that, Murray suggests, uncritical reporting of events
he staged actually boosted his membership. '

Second, merely making those claims gets them . publicity.

Thitd, this tactic allows Klan leaders to perpetuate the myth
of secrecy. Adult members in most locales, for obvious reasons,’
rarely intentionally reveal their identities. But, when the youth
corps recruits, usually in schools, they invariably hand out
literature and when they do that in schools, word inevitably
gets to the press. The paucity of such reported incidents is a
telling indication of true youth corps strength.

But some youth corps do exist, and they present problems
that must be confronted.

First, they pass the thread of extremist racist thought to the
next generation. :

The racist indoctrination of these Klan children is sad but
real, and similarities can be drawn to the Hitler Youth, which
50 years ago gave troubled and misguided youths a uniform, a
regimen and ill-founded self-respect based on scapegoating
Jews and other minorities.

Klan leaders vehemently deny such analogies, although
Metzger reportedly trains children for “intelligence gathering”’
and one Klan youth says, “We're not like the Nazis. We're
just against communism. Blacks? They're the arms and legs of
communism. Communism is when the state owns everything
and people own nothing. Higher gas prices is kind of a start.
They teach us that the Jews are the cause of that.” -

Wilkinson claims there is a correlation between racial ten-’
sion and the success of youth corps recruitment, a relationship
that exists, at least in the adult Klan, because he travels to and
actively recruits in spots where communities are undergoing
such difficulties. In schools in cities where such tension already
exists. and especially in those that are undergoing school inte-
gration, the results of Klan youth corps activity could be —
devastating.

That's why these groups have to be kept small, and why bet-
ter efforts must continually be made to foster in our schools,
cities and families, the sort of racial understanding and
brotherhood that will make the idea of a youth corps as repug-
natit to impressionable children as itis to thinking adults.

It is when we note, for example, that a 1980 survey of stu-
dents listed in Who's Who among High School Students re-
vealed that more than 18 percent of these future leaders ‘‘feel
racial prejudice towards others,” that we recognize we are still
a long way from establishing that sort of society. '
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| Hargggéa family
lacking protection
from sheriff's office

By JULIETRIPP
of The Oregonian etsff | X
. _The Clackamas County sherlff's of-
fice was on the hot seat Friday when
offlcials concerned abput racial harass-
ment of the Ray Richardson family in
Milwaukle learned that another incident
had occurred earlier.in the day-at the
black family’s home and that evidence
from prévious ones was ignored by dep-
utles. ~ ~ )

The famlly has been subjected to a
continuing serles of raciel threats this
summer, including the burning of a 6-
foot wooden cross on thelr front lawn
and spray-painted racial threats on their

cars and house. The sheriff's office has .

not been able to determine who is re-

* “sponslble.

Friday  morning, 'Mrs. ' Richardson

was home with her two small children
when three cars screeched to a hait on
the road in front of their home, then
raced In circles in front of the house.

" Loud nolses, like firecrackers, backfires

* or-shotgun blasts, accompanied the rac-

" .ing cars. When Mrs. Richardson saw

one of the drivers get out of hié car, she
took the two children and left through
the back door. , " - : o

Asked, at a meeting of concérned ;

officials, what the family could expect
Friday night in the Jine of increased
patroi or protection from the sheriff’s

office, Lt. Frank Baird sald & day-shift -

employee has been assigned the case

full time, but no funds are available to

have someone on duty at night. ~~
All the Incidents except Friday

.. morning's have occurred at night, when
~ the sherlff's patrol is reduced. ’
“] can't belleve what I'm hearing

‘here,” sald Clarence Pruitt, represent-
ing the -National Association for ‘the

.. Advancement of Colored People. “This

family's had threats on their lives and -
. I'm listening to a law enforcemeént offl-

cer saying, ‘I don’t know what I can do
to help these people tonight.’ . A

“It's pitiful,” Prultt said. “If law
_ enforcement officials don't want to do

anything about it, someore “else

should.” - - C -
.Another. representative of the sher-

iff's department, James Eric Strovink of

" the Crime Prevention Unit, sald he

would attempt to find- volunteers from
-the Clackamas County sheriff's reserves

- to provide coverage of .the Richardson

home. - : -
] give you my word on it,”" Stro-

- vink sald.

Sidney Lezak, US. attorney who
. represented the FBI at Friday's meeting,

< gald: “You can give all the protection

you want, but the fact is .. .youneed to
raise the consciousness of all the people

{in Clackamas County: They've got a
problem out there. :

“Each citizen has the affirmative
‘duty to report suspiclous incldents, so
‘those . who™ are responsible ¢an be
‘brought to justice,” Lezak sald,

Lezak also offered the further assis-
tance and support of the FBI in the case.
“[f there's no other way to do it, I'll ask
for a federal way to handle it,” he said.

Representatives of the NAACP, Ur-
ban League, Conference of Christians
and Jews, and the Metropolitan Human
Relations Commission offered volun-

teers from their memberships to watch
the Richardson house and provide other
support as needed. P

“We could erect a tent out there and
just do it,” Lezak said of the watchdog

idea. .
Baird said no license numbers had

-been reported. to his department as a
“resuit of the incidents, but Art Richard-

son, Ray Richardson’s brother, reported

that he had calledina license-number to-

deputies and nothing was done about it.
Art Richardson also said he pointed

“out fresh footprints and other evidence

to Investigating deputies after one

_nights incident, but the evidence was

disregarded. . - .
“I'm sorry,” Art Richardson said, *I
don't mean to come down on Clackamas

_County, but quite naturally I'm con-

cerned. When you see things that look
like evidence that get overlooked, I get
upset.” o .

. Bob Lamb, community relations of-
ficer for the U.S. Justice Department in

‘Seattle, volunteered to ald Clackamas

-County In.law enforcement training in
how to handle and investigate incidents
such as have b‘een plaguing tl}g Mchud-

sons. A '

Frank Wilson, assistant U.S. attor-
ney, offered advice to the Richardsons
on how to-cope with the incidents. Mike
McGettigan, owner of Stereo ‘Super
Stores, where a relative of Richardson's

works, offered a $2,000 reward for in-

formation about the case. leading to'the

- perpetrators’ arrest and conviction.

Richardson said people “have been
coming out of the woodwork” to offer
friendshlp and support for the family.

/Plans also have begun to form-a lo-
cal improvement district in the Richard-
‘sons’ area to.pay for 'street lighting.

They live near Clackamas County High ~
School, where other neighbors have ré-

ported incldents of vindalism — not
raclally related — that might be curbed
by better lighting.

o~~~
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'Eugene black

gets KKK note

*EUGENE (AP) — A black womén who moved he;
famlly to Eugene two weeks ago has received
threetenlng note telllng her that she had better movi

gain.

*“Raclal Purity is Ameﬂcas Securlty KKK," rea
the note delivered to Martha Green Wednesday.

The note, written on lined blnder paper, was fllleder
with misspellings. e

“Thisisa wemmg. * it read.*Due to sircomstances)
out of my control I have been asked by the majority of o
.the people in the nieborhood to write this letter.. TheW
people do not want blacks to live in our community!" M

“Thier could be bad disagreements, fights and all”%
_Kkinds of ,unnessary troubell We don’t need that, do’;s
we? Best just to move befor any unplensent thmgsa
may occur In-the future.”.. >

Addressed to "resident,” it was delivered Wedneau;y 2
day with other mail to Ms. Green’s home. near- Fnlrm
field Elementary School ln the Bethel .area ol northf
Eugene, o
Y M T was at home in Los Angeles 1 would hnvé‘ =¥
thrown it away and laughed 1t- off,” she said. “But it} »
really lrlghtens me. I'ma stranger llere It's fnghtenv b
jng LN .
Ms. Green, her six chlldren nnd 2 nephew movedl &
into the house two weeks ago. Saturday, someone »
‘'siphoned the gas from their car. Monday, night, some-"
one sent the flre department, ' tow truck a taxi and 7
an ambulance to their address. . _

" Then, Wednesday, the letter ceme

said. “You never think of this happening toyou "

Ms. Green said she thinks the letter is probably thi
work of a small group or one person..

I don't belleve that everyone feels’ thls way o]
that my neighbors do, because they are lrlendly pem n
ple,” she sald, -

Willle Polite, president of the Eugene chapter ol
the National Association for the Advancement of Col-m
ored People, and Coralie Washington, chapter vicg
president and Ms. Green's cousin, say reclsm is
--everyday fact for blacks who live in Eugene, -

Y "We take it on our jobs, we take it all the time,"5S
Washington said. “We hear four or five raclal slursy:
‘every day.” T

Ms. Washington said Eugene s blacks can denf-"
. with the street-corner comments, can-change their: -
..phone numbers# after, harassing calls, can try to fights
discrimination on the job and can grit thelr teeth whenu
they are ignored as If invisible.". -

Washington, said: “We don’t care 1f you hate ul{;*« ;
long-distance. But can. you imagine how it feels whe 3
it comes into your home?” -

Ms. Green gave the letter — which concludes wlthm
a supposed address and phone number of the Ku Kluk-3
Klan in Metaire, La. — to the Eugene police for mves-,‘f '
tigation. i

Polite sald he planned to contact the FBI and willr>
~forward copies of the letter to Gov. Vic Atiyeh and to
the natlonal and reglonel olllces of the NAACP,

T e . RPN 2)




N

N
N

. JUAUER, aemorAssoclate(E(d})r : TH RSDAY, AUGUST 2871980 ) \

Endmg rac:sn? starts at hom

If a stinking, open dump were festerlng in
the Portland area, harboring vermin and disease,
local residents would clamor that it be cleaned
up But there is something in’ this area no less
filthy, no less ugly and no less dangerous. Itisa
resurgence of racism. -~

The Ray Richardson family in Milwaukie has
suffered racial death threats, smashed car and
"house windows and other acts of terrorism. This

is, however, only symptomatlc of the broader
issue of increased racism, both nationally and
locally. Law enforcement officials say four other
racially-motivated incidents against blacks have
been reported recently in Oregon, of whlch the
Richardson case is not the worst.

One of the incidents took place in Oregon
City a few weeks ago, when a black couple was
forced to move back to Portland after their
apartment was torn apnrt and their furniture
slashed. Another occurred in St. Helens, Federal
authorities have declined to identify the locale of
the third and fourth reported incidents. There is
no way of knowing how many other incidents
have gone unreported.. -

At the same time, less visible perhaps, hous- '

ing and job discrimination are still widespread in
Oregon and may be on the rise, other orficials
say.

This resurgence of raclal hatred goes- deeper
than a small core of Ku Klux Klansmen who act

is a well-publicized example of the problem. It -

i

" out their bigotry No less drsturbmg is the lack of
concern felt by many citizens toward such inci-
dents. Nationally, the Klansmen and- Nazis are
becommg more active, and are gaining members,
because they sense in the public an-indifference
that they interpret as covert su)aport :
Many citizens Incorrectly’ belleve racism is

the problem of the victim alone. On the contrary,
when any person's rights are challenged, every-

one suffers. Racism tears. the fabric of society

and threatens the llvabrllty of the community.

" Elected officials and civic leaders should take
some concrete ‘steps to remedy the situation.

" First, they should discuss the problem with

blacks, opening lines of communication. Second,
when cases like the Richardsons' occur, service
clubs, churches and other civic groups should
provide support, perhaps offering rewards or
volunteers to patrol the neighborhood — not
vlgilantes, just. watchmen. Third, police and

_sheriff's investigators should cooperate more

closely with federal agents and use every re-
source to find and punish the lawbreakers.-

: Uitrmately, however, the solution lies in the
hands of all cltizens. Everyone must work to

-eliminate raclsm — .including derogatory racial

jokes — from their homes and places of work.
Only when attitudes are changed and racism
becomes the concern of everybody wm it no
longer be the plight of anybod i

—
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Everybody affected

You may be next.

That is important to remember when, racxsm
and anti-Semitism surface, as they did over the
weekend when posters carrying despicable slo-
gans against Jews and blacks appeared on.down- ~
town Portland utility poles and telephone
booths.

Any racist slogan, even scrawled by a juve-
nile on a wall, is appalling. That these stickers
were printed and distributed through ‘what ap-
pears to have been a planned effort wis even
more chilling, for it suggests that an organiza-
igllon rather than one warped mind was responsn-

e

QOvert racism has been mcreaslng recently,
perhaps fueled by economic worries and loss of
national pride. Hlstoncally the urge to find a
scapegoat surfaces when times are tough. Reli-
gious, racial and ethnic minorities are convenient

targets.

The search for scapegoats, however. has a
nasty way of spreading. Racism is not only a
matter of concern to the bigot and his target of
the moment, We are all poteﬂtlal scapegoats

0

-

M THE OREGONIAN WEuN: DAY NOVEMBER 12, 1980

Stickers. bearing racist and - anti-
Semitic slogans identical to those dis-
covered in downtown Portland about
two weeks dgo have appeared in anoth-
er part of the city, Linda Roberts, ex-

+ ecutive director of the Metropolitan Hu-
, Man Relatlons Commission, said Tues--

day. -
The new batch of stickers have been
discovéred within the past few days,
plastered on Southeast 82nd Avenue
near Flavel Street, Ms. Roberts said.
The first gtoup was discovered —
and subsequently removed by the com-
mission’s staff — in the downtown area
bounded by Southwest Third and

" Fourth avenues and Southwest Morri-

| Ramst stlckers posted
‘in Southeast Portland

son and Oak streets,

Ms. Roberts said the human rela-
tions commission has formed a citizens’
committee to develop a plan for the city
to respond effectlvely to such incidents
in the future,

" The committee includes representa-
tives of the Portland chapters of the
National Urban League, the American
Jewish Committee, the National Council
of Christians and Jews and the Natlonal
Association -for the Advancement of
Colored People, Ms. Roberts said.

Meanwhile, police commissioner
Charles Jordan said police were investi-
gating the stickers' appearance in the

-city, |



: ST : " 8tait photo by TOM TREICK
‘HARASSED — Kwaku Boateng, a-computer. repairman who moved to
Portlend-after his famlly was victimized by raclal harassment [n St. Helens,
sitg In his home with one of his guns, a .30-06 rile. - IR
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New residents
of Bethel area
receive threat

By RON BELLAMY
Of the Register-Guard

The unsigned letter, written on lined
binder paper, is a blend of menace and
misspellings:

“Racial Purity is America’s Security.
KKK.

“This is g warning.

“Due lo sircomstances out of my

conlrol I have been asked by the majori-

tv of the people in the nieborhood to
write this letter. The people do not want
blacks to live in our community! .

“Thier could be bad disagreements,
fights and all hinds of unnessary
troubel! We don't need that, do we? .
Best just to move befor any unpleasent
things may occur in the future.”

Addressed to “resident,” the mes-.

sage was delivered with other mail to
‘Martha Green's home near Fairfield El-
ementary School in the Bethel area
Wednesday.

“If 1 was at home in Los Angeles |
would have thrown it away and laughed
it-off,” she says. “But it really frightens
me. I'm a stranger here. It's frighten-

"

ing.

Green, her six children and a neph-
ew moved into the house two weeks ago.
Saturday, someone siphoned the gas
from their car. Monday night, someone
sent the fire (lq)artn1ent, a tow truck, a
taxi and an ambulance to their address.

Then, Wednesday, the letter came.

“You read of these things happen-
ing,” Green says. “You never think of
this happening to you.”

Green says she thinks the letter is
probably the work of “‘a small group, or
one person. I don't believe that every-
one feels this way or that my neighbors
do, because they are friendly people.”

Willie Polite, president of the Eu-
gene chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People,
and Coralie Washington, chapter vice
president and Green's cousin, say rac-
ism is an everyday fact for blacks who
live in Eugene, “We take it on our jobs,
we take it all the time,” Washington
says. “We hear four or five racial slurs
every day.”

Washington says Eugene's blacks can
deal with the street-corner comments,
can change their phone numbers after
harascine calle can trv tn ficht Aicrrirmi.

- ‘Almost without emotion, he said his

want to have to act on
Dorland’s decision so soon. Board mem-

' . [
. E ;

to resign. But
employees, thi

Eugene famlly target of

Martha Green Says an anonymous hate letter and other hai'assment won't.' force her and b

care if you hate us long-distance, But
can you imagine how it feels when it
comes into your home?"

And so Washington says the letter to

her cousin is “a mindblower” ~— be-
cause it implicitly threatens the safety
of Green and her children and because
stinvadee hor hambh the haven in-which

phone number of the Ku Klux Klan in

Metaire, La. — over to the Eugene Po-
lice Department for investlgatlon (A re-
porter syho called the phone number on
the letter heard a recorded ‘message

: promot‘ng a March 27 “white power”

meetifig in Louisiana.)

n,.1 b mrmasee Lol o letiy Fm mmamdoe wdh AR

" NAACP atso wil!
. nance — similar

ure proposed by
make raclal har
fense,

Green, 35, an
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Eugene two weeks ago. Her children at-
tend Fairfield Elementary gchool, Jef-
ferson Juniol High and Churchill High
R School. She says her children are getting
-~ i along well and aré nappy here and that

’ the neighbors nave been friendly.
(Washington said she ghowed the \etter
to two of Green’s neig hors Wednesday
night and that they seemed surprised
and concerned. One man offered any
help if needed, she said.)

Washington says her mother lives
two blocks away and nasn't had any
"nieborhood" harassment. Wwashington
speculates Green iS being narassed be-
cause ''kids areé more visible.”

Green says that after the letter ar-
rived, one of her children said “maybe
we shouldn't have played outsi e

« said ‘that’s why we came here, "
she says. wyou can't hide.”

At tirst, Green says, she and her chil-
dren felt gafe here. They didn't miss the
watchdog they feft in Los Angeles, didn't )
feel the need to draw the cnrta‘ms. didn't willie Polite
think about getting up at night to check .
the locks on the 400rs. Now, Green says - Head of NAACP U Eugene .
in addition 1o being upset she's g0iNB  placks talk abo L

) : : about stares 10 supermar-
tﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁ;&%f“ﬁ,{: s ihe?ct‘:b(?:h([)rggvt‘:g kets, about comments about what blacks
redom'mantly M nite comgmunit can or can't “afford,” about discrimina-
P y Y. tion in promotions, about promises of
That experience is not new to Polite, jobs that disappear when an interviewer
washington — or to other blacks i Eu- finds that @ solid applica '
, they say. And Polite says people look so solid pecause it was penned by a
shouldn’t D€ surprised that the harass” plack hand.
ment of Martha Green can happen in washinglon  Says an ordinance
Eugene. against racial narassment wouldn't
wRacism is so thick in the streets that erase racism. bul it would provide "T€’
you feel it.” e says. wyou feet i) percussmns' for people who are caught.

So while the letter may pe frighten-
ing and intrusive, it is simply an escala-
tion of everyday acts of racism, some
subtle, some not. Polite says that he got

“There's no ordinance now that actu-
ally covers it," she says. “No ordinancé
that shows that the good white folk real-
ly care about what pappens to Us. . - -

- a “nigger” phoneé call at home 2 few cEugene's & nice town. It's hard to

o oft photo by Charle Nye weeks ago, put that ne’s gotten such  survive here economically, put it's a

in pooth at the fairgrounds Auditorium symbolize calls in past years. nice place o raige children. Most of the

piing there for Eugene voters March 31 ' And Polite and washington and other p:gople we meel are congemal and car
ng. . .« -

“We don't nate anyone here. We

\ped from page One blacks are just trying {o survive. On this
- eart_h, which God gave to all his people,

——— we just want our own little place 0 sur-

cn———

incts and be- ing the savings against the inconveni- change after being assured by penfold vive.” \

. gave money. ences, however, he decided the pest in- that it was legal and that anyone who But, Washington a dds, “A town hat

. te Zone 3 terests of he 'co.mmunit‘y would be wished 1o could vote by absentee paltot, has more “hurches than liquor Stores

4, 15 running served by having the single polling according to college spokesman Larry  should have more love. Where is e

agccording to place- ~ Romine. .

atly available While he termed the move ndramat- people wishing to vote by abseénee

;aign or com- jc" and “upprecedente: » in Lane Coun- batlot can do so by Stop‘f)m% by“}heE EleC:

sition” to Cur- ty, Penfold said state statutes 81V€ nim 078 Division office 2 175 W. Eightt
Ave. Absentee ballots can be obtained

id. the authority to make the change- | llo
C . b mail by submitting 2 short request
~an save about anlaCted in Salem where she 1S Signed by the person requesung the, bal-
4fold said. The -working at the state Legislature, Curry lot. U more than one person in ihe Eugene
a0t paying rent said that, given the circumstances, Sne household wants an igentce ballol g7 p.m. Wedaes T 325 11 Ave, s
does not object to the change. " each must sign the request. The ballots ue sday N

places and by
R G L. ot H
S 1+ if was a shame’’ SO many MustDe received by the elections office 429 pm- = Highway 99 and AWDTEY: first
me, =Yy by retyrn mail fefore g p.m. on arch  aid. ‘
0 . o g3g p.m. — 892 W, 20rd Ave. e fire, 0O
D damage-
Cnon Unlley River Drive, first



get of racial hate

statt photo by Harley Soltes

her harassment won’t force her and her family from their home of two weeks in west Eugene

¢ Ku Klux Klan in
* to the Eugene Po-
investigation. (A re-
¢ phone number on
recorded message
27 “white power”
)

oing to contact the
rward copies of the
iyeh and to the na-
1 offices of the

NAACP also will push for a local .ordi-
nance — similar to the statewide meas-
ure proposed by Atiyeh — that would
make racial harassment a criminal of-
fense.

Green, 35, arid her children — aged
5 to 16 — came to Eugene from the Los
Angeles area, where they lived on the
border of the Paramount and Compton
areas in a racially mixed neighborhood.

Lo ] TR I . DN an I Vo d A veomnn PR 1

tronics worker at Teledyne in Los Ange-
les for a similar position with Teledyne
in Albany. She's still waiting for an open-
ing and looking for temporary work.

The decision to move from Los Ange-
les was strongly influenced by the mugg-

ing of her l6-year-old son, John, who

was dragged into an alley, beaten and
robbed of $10 about noon one day last
June. Green says she moved here to “get
away from the violence.” -

Military plan
against Cuba
not ruled out

WASHINGTON (AP) — Secretary of
State Alexander Haig said today the ad-
ministration is considering a full range
of steps to take if necessary to stop the
Cuban supply of arms to Latin American
rebels, but he said it has no specific plan
tor military action against Cuba.

“With respect to a specific plan, why,.
no. The President has not had an oppor-
tunity to approve or to consider in detail
any courses of action for the period
ahead,” Haig said. i

Haig gave that reply when pressed at
a Senate Foreign Relations Committee
hearing on an administration official's
testimony Wednesday that specific ad-
ministration plans do not exclude mili-
tary action against Cuba.

“It is the responsibility of the execu-
tive branch to consider a whole range of
options, then prepare a full range of op-
tions to deal with this serious problem,"
Haig said. “And I can assure you that
process is under way, ‘

“But in no sense does it represent an
approved game plan, if you will,” he
said.

Undersecretary of State Walter
Stoessel had told the committee under
questioning that the administration does
have specific contingency plans and “[

Turn to CUBA, Page 3A

58 polling places
to be combined

for LCC election

By MIKE STAHLBERG
Of the Register-Guard

‘For people who live in Eugene, it’s
going to take a little extra effort to cast a
ballot for Charlene Curry in the Lane
Community College Board election
March 31. :

Voters in 58 of the 65 precincts in the
city of Eugene will have their polling
place changed to the Lane County Fair-
grounds Auditorium, county elections di-
rector Don Penfold announced today.

All Eugene voters in precincts with
600-series numbers (those within the
Bethel School District) and all other vot-
ers in the county will cast their ballots at
their regular polling places.

The consolidation at the fairgrounds
is “for this election and this election
only,” Penfold emphasized during a
morning news conference,

He said the change was made be- .
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UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Washington, D. C. 20425
Jas uary 1981

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

THE PRESIDENT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

SIRS:

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights presents these recommendations
to you pursuant to Public Law 85-315, as amended.

In 1980 the Nation witnessed increased resistance to equal
opportunity, deepening concern about the relationship between
minorities and agencies responsible for the administration of
Justice, growing strength of groups that preach hate, and civil
unrest in many communities. If these trends are to be resisted,
it is imperative that strong leadership be exercised during 1981
by both the Executive and Legislative branches of the Federal
government. - Based on analyses and reports of the Commission, this
report lists the steps we believe should be taken to move the
Nation toward achieving equality of opportunity.

Recent decades have witnessed enactment of strong civil rignhts
laws and the rendering of numerous court decisions that guarantee
equal protection of the laws. The Nation is now implementing
those laws and decisions. Important progress in civil rights
enforcement has been made in many cases, but vigorous opposition
has also resulted. That opposition must be met by taking
immediate steps to secure the rights established by the Congress
ana the courts.

Because of the urgency of the situation, we urge your prompt
consideration.-of the enclosed recommendations.

Respectfully,

Arthur S. Flemming, Chairman
Mary F. Berry, Vice Chairman
Stephen Horn

Blandina C. Ramirez

Jill S. Ruckelshaus

Murray Saltzman

Louis Nufiez, Staff Director




Introduction

The 1980's is a critical period for civil rights. Increased
resistance to civil rights progress, the resurfazing of rate groups, the
growing frustration of millions of Americans for whom promises remain

unful filled—-all make the present decade a watershed period for civil

rights. Ccurrent conditions demonstrate the necessity for action by the

Executive and i=gislative branches to achieve equality of opportunity for
all Americans. Equality can only become reality following effective
actions by the President and the Congress.

To demonstrate the commitment of the Federal government, a number of
steps need to be taken during 1981. The following recommendations
adaress the areas of administration of justice; Presidential
appointments; civil rights coordination; enforcement of civil rights
laws; the elimination of sex discrimination in Féderal programs; equal
educational opportunity; nondiscrimination in employment; and fair
housing. We believe that action described in these recohmendations will
help achieve equal opportunity for all Americans, regardless of race,
sex, national origin, age, religion, or condition of handicap.

Recommendations

I. Thé Administration of Justice

The Federal government should address the rise of hate groups, often

accompanied by violence, with a well-coordinated and vigorous program.
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The President should designate the Attorney General or

another official to coordinate :Federal response to

activities of groups that préctice violence against

racial, ethnic and religious groups.

Federal legislation should be amended to allow the

Department of Justice to prosecute more readily police

officers who abuse their authority.

Congress should increase resources to hire additional

personnel for the Criminal Section of the Civil Rights

Division of the Department of Justice in order to handle

cases involving alleged violations of civil rights by

police effectively and expeditiously.

Resources for the Community Relations Service of the

Department of Justice should be increased to help provide

early resolution of community conflict through existing

conciliation and mediation functions.

The past year has seen a distressing increase in racially
mot ivated viqlence and group hatred. Acts of animosity, such as
cross burnings and vandalism of churches and synagogues, have become
. widespread. Repeated acts of senseless violence have led to
insecurity and fear in communities throughout the Nation. Moreover,
civil disorders across the country have been triggered through
violent treatment of minorities by law enforcement officials. All
of these circumstances have contributed to an atmosphere that

impedes civil rights progress.
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The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights believ-s that this situation
warrants immediate Federal attention. The Federal government,muét
have a coordinated plan for dealing with such violent acts. wé
believe that the President should designate the Attorney General or
another official of comparable-rank to coordihate the Federal -
efforts in this area. This assignment would bring national
attention to this problem and to the commitment of the Federal
government to end violence.
We also believe that assaults by police officers should receive
prompt attentioh from the Federal government. Changes should be
made in Federal legislation that authorizes the Department of
Justice to seek Federal criminal convictions against police officers
who violéte civil rights of fhose they are charged to protect. |
Current lew and its interpretation by the Supreme Court of the
Unitd States inhibit in some cases that Department from filing suit
in cases of police misconduct. Specifically, we recommend tﬁat:
Section 241 of Volumells of the U.S. Code be
“amended to cover acts of violehce against non-
citizens as well as citiiens, and acts éommitted by
individuals whd are not acting as part of a conspiracy.
Section 242 of-volume 18 of the U.S. Code be amended
to remove the requirement that "specific intent" on
the part of police officers be shown, and to treat
violent acts committed under color of law as
felonies, not misdemeanors.

The amendments to current legislation will demonstrate clearly that

acts of violence by police officers will not be tolerated.
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While it is essential to have legal autharity to pursue unlawful
conduct by law enforcement- officials, it is also necessary to have
sufficient staff and'resoﬁrces to enforce laws effectively. The
Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice, responsible for
enforcing those laws, is seriously understaffed. VCongress should
approve budgetary authority to hire additional personnel.

The Federal government also needs to respond more quickly and
effectively to resolve community conflicts. Despite a substantial
increase in the number of complaints, the Community Relations
Service of the Department of Justice is severely limited in both
staff and resources. The Commission believes that mediation and
conciliation efforts of that agency should be increased to provide
an alternative to costly and lengthy litigation.

II. Presidential Appointments

The President should appoint women and‘minor;ties to the

Judiciary and to Cabinet-level and other policymaking positions, to

help strengthen the formulation and implementation of Federal policy. -

Appointments of minorities and women have increased during
recent years. As of October 6, 1980, minorities represented 17.0
percent of all full-time Presidential appointees (nominations
confirmed or pending), and women,_12.5 percent (18.9 percent of
women appointees were minority). (See the chart in the attached

appendix.) The Nation is still confronfed, however, with a need




5
to achieve a greater utilization of qualified w.sen and minorities
in positions of authority. The inclusion of representatives of
diverse groups with demonsfrated commitment to civil rights in
policymaking roles will help ensure that minorities énd women
participate in a significént manner in the decisionmaking proéesg.

III. Establishing a Coordinated Federal Civil Rights Mechanism

The President should provide for coordinated efforts to

eliminate discrimination in Federal programs and activities, and

to ensure that all departments and agencies are working toward this

goal at all levels. For example:

Appointing a senior White House advisor for civil rights

would provide a long-needed focal point for coordinating

Federal civil rights programs. The advisor should have

direct access to the President and should be recognized

as the President's representative to speak for him in

establishing management goals in the area of civil rights,

Strengthening the Civil Rights Division at the Office of

Management and Budget (OMB) would provide systematic

monitoring of Federal civil rights activity. The

Division should continue to report to the Director of OMB

who would then be in a position to provide information to

the White House for oversight of Federal civil rights

efforts. OMB should reqguire agencies to report their

progress in meeting their performance standards for:

programmatic activities that impact on minorities, women

or citizens with handicaps, including (but not limited

to) employment practices and the delivery of services.
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To assure the inclusion of concerns of minorities and women in
the development of Federal policies and programs, the Commission has
recommended that the President appoint a senior White House advisor
with responsibility for improving and coordinating Federal civil
rights efforts, and that the Director of OMB establish a Division of
civil Rights within the Office of the Director.

These recommendations have been acted on only partially. No
senior White House official is responsible for Federal civil rights
efforts. Aithough an OMB Civil Rights Division has been
established, it lacks sufficient budget and authority to serve the
director effectively in the civil rights area.

A senior White House advisor who has authority to speak on
behalf of the President and has direct access to him would
strengthen the coordination of agency activities in the civil rights
fieid.

In order to monitor effectively resource allocations for civil
rights, the Director of OMB, acting through a Civil Rights Division,
should:

Require agencies to submit sufficiently detailed data to
determine whether they are fulfilling their civil rights
responsibilities;

Require departments and agencies to identify the civil
rights impact of program operations, and to propose

corrective action, where appropriate; and
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. Require departments and agencies tb report on their civil
rights goals and timetables.

The President, acting through a senior White House advisor on-
civil rights and through the Director of OMB, can stengthen his
leadership role in ensuring equal opportunity in the operation of
Federal programs at the national, State, and local levels.

IV. Civil Rights Enforcement

The President should direct all Departments and agencies

empowered to extend Federal financial assistance to ensure

compliance with fitle VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section

504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education

Amendments of 1972, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975.

. When complaint investigations or compliance reviews

reveal that a recipient of Federal funds is not complying

with civil rights laws, and timely voluntary compliance

cannot be secured, administrative proceedings to enforce

the requirements of the law should bé instituted

immediately and completed expeditiously; and:

when compliance cannot be achieved, the sanction

available under the law--termination of Federal financial

assistance--should be invoked.

In numerous reviews and studies on enforcement of Title VI,
Section 504, Title IX, and the Age Discrimination Act, the United
States Commission on‘Civil Rights has consistently found that
Federal departments and agencies have not vigorously enforced these

laws. Departments are frequently slow to issue regulations, to




investigate complaints, to conduct compliance r;views, to make
preliminary determinations that compliance cannot be achieved, to
bring administrative enforcement proceedings, and to terminate
Federal funding upon a finding of noncompliance.

Fund termination -is a necessary sanction. Without its use, the
Federal government is in the position of subsidizing the violation
of various civil rights laws. Because the sanction is utilized only
sparingly and in extraordinary cases, recipients of Federal
financial assistance believe that discrimination can continue with
Federal acquiescence. It must be clear that fund termination will
be invoked when timely compliance cannot be obtained.

Congress is attempting to limit Federal enforcement of civil
rights laws by attaching amendments to various appropriations
bills. An amendment sponsored by Rep. John M. Ashbrook (R-0Ohio)
would prohibit expenditure of Federal funds to enforce certain
provisions of current Title IX regulations. These regulations,
which are intended to enforce nondiscrimination on the basis of sex
in education programs receiving Federal funds, prohibit sex
discrimination in employment by educational institﬁtions. The
Ashbrook amendment would disallow the use of Title IX as a mechanism
fof relief in employment discriminationLcases.mﬂThewCommission,m
believes that this avenue should remain open to provide the
important linkage between nondiscrimination in programs and

nondiscrimination in employment.




V. Eliminating Discrimination Based on Sex

The President shouid issue an Executive Order prohibiting

discrimination on the basis of sex in any program or activity

receiving Federal financial assistance. Each Federal department and

agency that extends Federal financial assistance should-be

responsible for enforcing this prohibition and should issue, within

180 days, regulations implementing the Executive Order.

Discrimination on the basis of sex still occurs in programs
receiving Federal financial assistance where sex discrimination has
not been explicitly banned. Sex discrimination cannot be tolerated
any more than can discrimination on the basis of religion, age,
handicap, race, or natiénal origin. ’Although discrimination on the
basis of sex has been prohibited in-some Federal programs, the
Federal government now needs to provide systematic direction for the
elimination of sex discrimination in all programs.

Regardless of the ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment,
for which we reaffirm our support, Federal agencies will still need
a uniform mechanism for eliminating sex'discrimination. An
Executive Order can provide such almechanism. Following its
issuance, the Department of Justice sthld be directed to prepare
implementing regulations expeditiously. In addition, all agéncies e
should be directed to adopt these regulations, or develop comparable
ones, within 180 days. Enforcement of the order would be the

responsibility of each agency, under overall coordination by the




. \'Y/’ 10

,
Depaffméntvof Justice, carried out through existing civil rights
enforcement mechanisms. Vigorous enfoicement of the Executive Order
and its implementing regulations can be an effective tool for ending
sex discrimination in programs receiving Federal financial
assistance.

VI. Equal Educational Opportunity

The Congress and the President should vigorously enforce laws

and regulations designed to quter equal educational opportunity,

including the elimination of 111ega11y-_egregated schools.

The President should instruct the Office for Civil Rights

of the Department of Education to increase its efforts to

enforce Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which

prohibits discrimination in programs receiving Federal

financial assistance.

The Departmenf of Justice should be directed to expedite

desegregation cases referred to it by the Department of

Education.

The Coggpess'should re ject riders to appropriations bills

that have the effect of tying the hands of the Executive

branch in enforcement activities under Title VI.

The President should veto appropriations bills containing

riders which would make it virtually impossible for the

Executive branch to te:minate funds_in cases where

schools are illegally segregated in violation of

Constitutional and statutory reqqirements.
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The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has consistently viewed

Brown v. Board of Education as one of the most important rulings by

the Supreme Court of the uUnited States in the Nation's histofy.
Despite this decision, equality in the Natidn's schools has still
not been achieved. The evidence we have gathered from field studies
and public hearings makes abundantly clear that the statement by the
Supreme Court of the United States in 1954 is still true: "Separate
- educational facilities are inherently unequal." We are especially
alarmed by Congressional efforts to undermine Constitutional and
lstatutory guarantees by attaching riders to various appropriations
bills. . Each year since 1978, the Congress has attached an amendment
offered by Senators Eagleton (D-Mo.) and Biden (D-Del.) to the
Appropriations Act for the Department of HEW (now the Department of
Education) forbidding that Department from terminating funds in
desegregation cases where compliance would require transportation of
pupils beyond the school nearest their residence. In addition, an
amendment was passed by the Congress that would have prohibited the
Department of Justice from participating in school desegfegation'
cases where the last available remedy would be student
fransportation. This amendment would have made it impossible in

many situations to enforce Title VI.
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We commend President Carter for his veto of the appropriations
bill to which this amendment was attached. We agree with his
statement that if the State - Justice - Commerce Appropriations Act
of l98b weré enacted with the amendment it
...would impose an unprecedented prohibition on the
power of the Preéident of the United States and the
Attorney General to seek a particular remedy in the
Federal courts that in some cases may be necessary to
ensure that our Constitution and laws aré faithfully
executed.
We also agree with him that the precedent thaf would be
established if this legislatibn were enacted
...would effectively allow the Congress to tell a
President that there are certain constitutionally-mandated
remedies for the invasion of constitutional rights that
he cannot ésk the courts to applyl If a President can be
barred from going td the courts on this ‘issue, a future
Congress could by similar reasoning prevent a President
from asking the courts to rule on the constitutionality.
of other laws and the constitutional necessity of other
remedies upon which the President and the Congress
disagree. That would be a most undesirable interference

with the constitutional separation of powers.
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An amendment by Rep. Ashbrook would prohioit expenditure of
funds other than those for bilingual education to enforce proposed -
rules issued under Title VI, requiring State or local education
agencieé to meet the needs of limited English-speaking students
through programs other than intensive English instruction. Passage
of this amendment would hamper the efforts of the Federal government
to ensure equal educational opportunity for students whose primary
language is not English and who have limited proficiency in English.

Another amendment by Rep. Ashbrook would prohibit expenditure of
funds pursuant to an injunction or court order for any purpose
specifically prohibited by the Education Appropriations bill., This
amendment would erode judicial authority to interpret the law and to
require remedial action.

| Amendments sponsored by Rep. Ashbrook and Rep. Robert K. Dornan

(R-Calif.) would limit authority of the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) to deny tax-exempt status to private schoois found to be
racially discriminatory. These amendments, élready in effect for
one yéar, require the Federal government to support, through tax
exemptions, the existence of racially discriminatory private
schools. The Commission deplores these ongoing attempts to deny

educational equality to America's young people.
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VII. Employment of Minorities and Women

The Federal government must enforce vigorously all laws related

to nonaiscrimination in employment, including Title VII of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, and

Executive Order 11246, as amended by 11375,

The employment status of minorities and women has long lagged
significantly behind that of white males. Despite civil rights laws
prohibiting discrimination, there is ample evidence that employment
and promotional opportunities are not available to minorities and
women on an equal basis with white males. In its report, §ggigl

Indicators of Equality for Minorities and Women, the Commission

found that disparities in the unemployment rates of minorities and
women, compared with white males, increased between 1970 and 1976.
This situation did not change between 1976 and 1979. Recent
Department of Labor (DOL) statistics show that the 1980 recession
further exacerbated the unfavorable employment position of
minorities. In July 1980, 6.0 percent of white males, and 5.9
percent of white females, were unable to find work. By contrast,
the unemployment rate among minorities was far hignher; 15.2 percent
of blacks ang 10.9 percent of Hispanics were unemployed.
‘Furthermore, over one-third of nonwhite youths ages 16 through 19
(34 .6 percent of males and 38.9 percent of females) were out of

work, compared with 16.4 percent of white youths.
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Employed minorities and women are also in a disadvantaged
position relative to white males. In 1979 only one out of twelve
white males was a service worker, but one out of five females and
one out of four minorities held such a job. By comparison, almost
one-third of all whité males were in professional or managerial
positions, but fewer than one out of four females, and one out of
six minorities, were in those occupational categories.

In order to combat discriminétion, it is necessary for employers
to establish effective affirmative action plans. Discrimination is
a process that combines attitudes or actions of individuals,
organizations, and social structures into patterns that maintain
subordination, exclusion, and/or segregation, and thereby deny equal
employment opportunities. Antidiscrimination efforts that
supposedly guarantee "neutrality" in employment decisions are
inadequate to eliminate enfrenched disérimination. In these
circumstances, only affirmative measures that consider race, sex, or
national origin in decisions regarding employment can succeed in
dismantling the discrimination process. The Executive branch should
play a major role in combatting discrimination ih employment.

First, the Federal government, functioning in its capacity as an
employer, should set an example for employers in the rest of the
Nation to follow, through effective enforcement of the Federal Egual
Opportunity Recruitment Program (FEORP). Secdnd, the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission should be provided adeqguate
resources to continue to enforce vigorously Title VII of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964, conduct compliance reviews and complaint
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investigations on a timely basis, and where conciliation does not
produce compliance, file suit against violators. Finally, the
Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) within the
Department of Labor should be given resources necessary to monitor
Federal contractors closely to ensure that they develop and
implement affirmative action“pléns,’as required. -

central to the success of this process are the efforts of
companies to develop voluntary affirmative action plans, given
aaditional impetus by the decision of the Supreme Court of the

United States in United Steelworkers v. Weber. The Commission

believes that strong support for private voluntary affirmative
action efforts, as well as vigorous enforcement of affirmative
action requirements to help overcome discriminatory treatment in
employmént, past and present, should be a cornerstone of Federal
civil rights policy.

An amendment sponsored by Rep. Robert S. Walker (R-Pa.) to the
Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education
Appropriations bill would prohibit the expenditure of any funds by
these departments to implement or enforce any program which includes
ratios, quotas, or other numerical requirements in employment or
admissions poliéies or practices. Passage of this amendment would
seriously hamper the ability of OFCCP to enforce executive orders

requiring the development of affirmative action plans.
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VIII. Fair Housing

The Federal government should act to ensure. chat discrimination

on the basis of race, sex, national origin, or religion is

eliminated in the sale and rental of housing.

The Congress should pass legislation strengthening

Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 to give the

Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

authority to issue "cease and desist" orders in cases

where housing discrimination is found.

The President should direct HUD to enforce Title VIII

vigorouslx.

Families headed by minorities and women have long faced
discriminatory treatment in their search for adequate housing. As a
result, segregated neighborhoods remain a persistent feature of
urban and suburban settings.

Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 is intended to ensure
nondiscrimination in the sale and rental of housing. The law gives
HUD‘the authority to investigate complaints, aftempt to conciliate,
and refer to the Department of Justice for possible litigation cases
in which a "pattern or practice" of discrimination exists. HUD has
failed to pursue energetically avenues for curtailing.
discrimination. Twelve years have elapsed since the enactment of
Title VIII, yet HUD has not issued implementing regulations. They

should be issued immediately, to ensure strong enforcement of Title
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VIII and resolution of complaints in an effective and timely
fashion. If immediate compliance on the part of violators cannot be
obtained, HUD should fefér "pattern or practice" cases to the
Depaftmént'of justice for prbmpt action.

The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has also long supported
amendments to Title VIII that would grant HUD authority to issue
cease and desist orders where violations of Title VIII are
discovered. Fair housing amendments proposed in the 96th Congress,
however, did not pass. We urge the 97th Congress to enact
appropriate legislation in order to provide HUD with authority to_
combat housing discrimination effectively. When this legislation
becomes law, the President should direct HUD to issue revised
regulations at once reflecting this new authority.

Conclusion

Although equality of opportunity is guaranteed by the
Constitution and by statute, its attainment remains elusive for
millions of Americans. Discrimination in every facet of life
remains a bitter reminder of unfulfilled promises. Recurring civil
disorders are symptoms of the failure of the Federal government to
ensure equality of opportunity. Meanwhile, hate groups encouraging
violence against racial and ethnic minorities and religious groups

have become increasingly ‘'strident.
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These circumstances require immediate action on the part of the
President and Congress. The recommendations” in this report describe
those actions which we believe will help to alleviate violence and
to bring about equal opportunity for all Americans, regardless of

race, national origin, sex, age, religion, or condition of handicap.
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Documentation for the preceding recommendations is eontained in
the following publications of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights:

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, Desegregation of the
Nation's Public Schools: . A Status Report, 1979.

u.s., Commission on Civil Rights, The Federal Civil
Rights Enforcement Effart--1974, Volume VI, To Extend
Federal Financial Assistance, 1975.

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, The Federal Civil
Rights Enforcement Effort--1974, Volume VII, To Preserve,
Protect, and Defend the Constitution, 1977.

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, The Federal Civil
Rights Enforcement Effort--1977, To Eliminate Employment .
Discrimination: A Sequel, 1977.

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, The Federal Fair
Housing Enforcement Effort, 1979.

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, Fulfilling the Letter
and Spirit of the Law: Desegregation of the Nation's
Public Schools, 1976.

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, Police Practices and
the Preservation of Civil Rights, I580.

U.S., Commission on Civil Rights, Social Indicators of
Equality for Minorities and Women, 1978.




American Indian

Asian and Pacific
Island American

Black
Hispanic
White, not Hispanic

Other, undesignated

Total  Number

Percent

APPENDIX

Race, Ethnic Origin, and Sex of Full-Time

Presidential Appointees

October 6, 1980

Male ‘Female
4 0
6 1
122 22
45‘ 4
862 116
13 6
1,052 149
87.52 12.5%

#Includes 1 person for whom sex was not reported,

Source: Presidential Personnel Office

Total

Npmber Percent
4 0.3%

7 0.6%

144 12.0%
49 4.1%
978 81,37
20% 1.7%
1,202 100.0%
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The strength of the Ku Klux Klan in America is now greater than it has
been in more than a decade. The Klan organizations have registered moderate
gains of 20X to 25Z in overall membership since ADL's major report on the hooded
orders issued in March, 1978, but even more significantly the periphery of its
non-member sympathizers has approximaﬁely doubled in this period of less than
‘two years. At the same time there has been a perceptible change in the Kluxers'
stance and tactics: they have become more violent and confrontational.

~ The Ku Klux Klan still speaks for only a narrowly circumscribed, minute
segment of the American people, but that segment is growing proportionately
larger and more vocal. . . : :

Klen membership growth has been uneven: it has declined in the Northern
states but risen in the South at .2 rate that more than offsets its Northern
losses. The Klan has also recently thrust itself more prominently into the
public eye, largely through tactics of racial-conflict ‘and violence. Indeed, if
in the two-year period 1977-78 the KKK gained public attention mainly through
gkillful manipulation of the mass media by Klan leader David Duke, its recent
high level of visibility has been due largely to acts of violence and terror.
The chenging image -~ from “"respectability” to lawlessness — is a reflection of
the risz to prominence of Imperial Wizard Bill Wilkinson, a former Duke _
lieutenant who has built his own “Invisible Empire.” Wilkinson's rallies look
like camp meetings of armed vigilantes and he appears at them flanked by
bodyguards equipped with submachine guns. .

The limited sugcess the Klan is now experiencing cannot be attributed to
ite more aggressive stance alone. ADL field research.indicates that the Klan's
exploitation of such controversial racial issues as busing and affirmative
action has evoked a responsive chord among some blue collar and lower middle
class sectors of the public. Further contributing to a climate that enables the
Klan to grow are anxieties over crime, inflation, the energy crisis and the new
pernissiveness surrounding sex, drugs, films and the like. In addition, there
are still a good number of Americans for whom the relatively rapid pace of
change in race relations over the past 15 years has been extremely unsettling.
All of these factors have contributed to the growth of the Klan, not only in
dues-paying membership, but also in non-member support.
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Actually, the rise in the number of Klan sympathizers is perhaps more
disturbing than the increase in membership. For it means that the KKK is no
longer as isolated as it has been in the past and that it has a larger follow-
ing from which to score further gains. Noteworthy in this regard is the fact
that in shifting toward a more southerly base of operations the Klan is now
operating in its native habitat, a decidedly friendlier environment.

Other recent Klan activities have included efforts to move into the armed
forces and special recruiting campaigns aimed at school-age children. While
neither of these programs has met with any substantial measure of success, they
are disturbing because of the sepsitive arenas in which they are being pursued.

Two additional aspects of foday's Klans are: (1) their prospective entry

~ into the political arena through the candidacy of Klan leader David Duke in the .
1980 Democratic Presidential primaries (Duke has announced his intention to run
and devoted much of his 1979 convention to setting forth a carefully thought-out
campaign strategy), and (2) the fact that the publicity and imagery surrounding
the KKK has inspired mimicry in the form of do-it-yourself cross-burnings around
the country by assorted troublemakers harboring racist grievances against their
neighbors. ‘ '

The Growth of the Klans

At present, membership in the four national Klan organizations is approxi-
mately 10,000, which represents a gain of roughly 25X over the 1978 figure of
8,000. The rise since 1975, when ADL estimated KKK membership at 6,500, is
about 50%. More significantly, there is evidence that the number of Klan sympa-
thizers has increased substantially, from an estimated 30,000-40,000 in 1978 to |
about 75,000-100,000 today, a gain of over 100%.* . ‘

_ The significant gain in syﬁpathizers reflects a geographical shift toward
the South, which has been the main characteristic of Klan growth in the recent
period. Indeed, the Klan's major gains over the 'past year have been recordad in

* The number of Klan sympathizers is based on observer estimates of attendance
at rallies and demonstrations; circulation of the Klan press; contributors; and
public expressions @f support in communities in which the Klan is active. Since
no recent public opinion polls on attitudes toward the Klan have been taken, ADL
has no means of gauging general public support.
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the old Confederate states of Alabama, Flotida; ﬁiésissippi, Tennessee, Arkansas

and Texas, where the KKK has historically been an indigenous spearhead-of racial --

bigotry. It 1is noteworthy, however, that within those states, the Klan's growth
has occurred largely in areas that were bypassed by the civil rights struggles
of the 1960's. A prime example has been the upsurge in northern Alabama, mainly
under the leadership of Bill Wilkinson's Invisible Empire, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan. Northern Alabama lies outside the cotton belt and has a relatively
small black population, compared with the rest of the state. It tended to be
quiescent in the 60's, when demonstrators were marching and crosses were burning
in the South. Yet today, there are active KKK klaverns in many of the towns and
cities of the increasingly industrialized Tennessee Valley of northern Alabama.

At the same time, the growth of the Klans in the North, which was noted in
ADL's 1978 report, has been reversed. The Confederation of Independent Orders
of the Invisible Empire, Knights of the KKK, -headed by William M. Chaney of
Indiana, the major northern Klan organization, has experienced a significant
1oss of membership. Chaney himself, who leads a state Klan organization in
Indiana, has been convicted by a federal court of firebombing an Indianapolis
advertising agency in 1976 and has been sentenced to a term of five years in
federal penitentiary and five years probation. In addition, the New York State
unit of his Confederation (Independent Northern Klans, Inc.) has dissolved. and
the Maryland organization is virtually defunct.

The overall Klan score card now reads as follows:.

United Klans of America (Robert Shelton), headquartered in Tuscaloosa,
ALO : 3'500-4’000

{avisible Empire, Knights of the KKK (Bill Wilkinson), headquartered in
Denham Springs, LA.: _2,000-2,500

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan (David Duke), headquartered in Metairie,
LA.: 1,500-2,000 : :

Confederation of Independent Orders of the Invisible Empire, Knights of
the KKK (William M. Chaney), headquartered in Greenwood, IN: 1500

Miscellaneous ihdependent Klans (National Knights; Federated Knights,
Ohio Knéghts,'Adamic Knights): 500

¢
Total: 9,000-10,590

There are Klan units and activity at present in 22 states: New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgla, Florida, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, Arkansas, Mississippi, ,
Louisiana, Texas, Ohio, Indiana, 11linois, Missouri, Colorado and California.

The states in which the Klan has experienced membership gains over the  —
past year include Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Florida, Texas, --
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North Carolina, Virginia,'Ohio and Colorado;_ Losses were registered. in New
York, New Jersey, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Indiana.

Although the overall membership growth rate has not been startling, the
nature and pattern of growth indicate that the Klan has become a more signifi-
cant threate. The reason lies primarily jn the difference between the Northern
and Southern Klan organizations. The Northern units tend to be rather isolated,
with little influence OF significant following in the communities in which they
operate. The Klan simply does not have a favorable image in the North, even
among many who hold racist views. Consequently;'the Northern klaverns are often
free-floating organizations with few if any roots in the communities in which
they operate. By contrast, the Southern Klans tend to be representative of a
broader segment, albeit a minority, of their communities. Wwhile it is true that
the Klan has in the past temporarily flourished in the North, motably im the
1920's, the South has been its native habitat ever since it was formed In
pPulaski, Tennessee, in 1866, and it is regarded there as a less bizarre
phenomenon. : .

Klan Lawleasnesé and Violence

The most notable aspect of the Klan's growth over the past year has been
its accompaniment by an increase in lawlessness and violence, due largely to the
fact that the organization_which has grown the fastest, Bill Wilkinson's
Invisible Empire, is the most pilitant and violence—prone of the existing Klans.
Wilkinson, &8 36-year old former electrical contractor from Denham Springs, LA,
encourages his members to openly.display weapons and has boasted, "These guné
ain't for killing rabbits; they're to waste people. We're not goling to start
anything, but if anyone does, we're ready to defend ourselves.” He also
deliberately engages in the tactics of confrontation against black civil rights
demonstrators, resulting in violence, arrests and wide media coverage.

The first instance of Wilkinson's use of these tactics occurred in Tupely,
Mississippi in the summer of 1978. There, he mobilized a Broup of hooded and
armed Kluxers in an attack on black demonstrators, members of the Untted League,
who were marching and conducting 2 business boycott to protest the alleged
beating of 8 black suspect by local police and to demand more job opportunities.

Shortly thereafter, the Invisible Empire employed the same tactics in
Okolona, another northeastern Mississippil town, vwhere blacks were conducting
demonstrations to protest alleged police inaction following the beating of a
black youngster bf a group of whites. There was a shoot-out in which a white
man was wounded and the auto of a black leader was riddled with bullets.

The publicity that resulted from these activities enabled Wilkinson to
launch an organization drive in nearby porthern Alabama in late 1978 and 1979.
Klaverns were formed, and about 1,000 dues—-paying members were recruited, in an
around the towns of Muscle Shoals, littleville, Moulton, Hartselle, Morgan City
Huntsville, Athens, Grant, Guntersville, Cullman and Decatur. In Decatur,
Wilkinson again geized on &8 local racial issue, the Tommy lee Hines case, to
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mount & campaign of violence and disorder. Hines, 8 26—year old mentally re-~
tarded black man, had been charged in the spring'of 1978 with raping three white
women and robbing one of them. He was found ‘guilty of one of the rapes in
October, 1978 by an all-white jury in the nearby town of Cullman, and sentenced
to thirty years in prison. Protests against his arrest were organized by ‘-
_Decatur's black community, on the grounds that Hines could not have committed
the rapes becausé they required & degree of planning beyond his mental capacity.
The Klan, under Wilkinson's leadership, seized on this highly charged racial
igsue to whip up anti-black fury in the white.community."There followed a
gseries of KKK rallies in 1978-79, Jjust outside Decatur, which drew from 3-10,000
participants, at which Wilkinson and his 1ieutenants spewed forth violent anti-
black and anti-Jewish bigotrye.

Then, on May 26, 1979, a "Free Tommy Hines" parade, organized by the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), was confronted by 2 crowd of
gsome 100 Klansmen. Participants on both sides were armed with various kinds of
weapons. Suddenly shots Tang out and four persons, two placks and two whites,
fell wounded on the street. In all, some thirty shots were fired. Five per~
gons, three blacks and two whites, were arrested. '

.Wilkinaon's next major venture was a four-—day Selma—-to-Montgomery Klan
march in August, 1979, in ijmitation of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s voting
rights march over the same route in 1965. The Klan march was finally halted at
the outskirts of Montgomery, where 176 KRK'ers, including 11 juveniles, were
arrested on charges of marching without a parade permit. Eight of the Kluxers
have since been found guilty and sentenced to six mpnths in jail. They were re-
quired to gerve 15 days and pay a fime of $500. The remainder are to -be tried
in groups of }2 each week. Earlier, 21 other marchers were arrested and an

arsenal of som 100 weapons confiscated, including a gsubmachine gun, carbines,
ghotguns, pistols, bayonets, axhandles, knives and brass knuckles.

Recently, Wilkinson and his Alabama Grand Dragon Roger Handley have =2X=
tended their base of operations to southern Tennessee and Central Alabama, where
klaverns exist in Selma, Montgomery, Bessemer and Birmingham and have been re-~
cently formed in the Birmingham—area towns of Brighton, Hueytown, Tarrant City,
Minor’, Homewood, Wylam, Center Point and Fairfield. Among the newer members "are
gome who have gwitched from Robert Shelton's United Klans of America. Wilkinson
has begun traveling in 8 private Klanfowned plane, 8 4-passenger Piper, which he
claims has a value of $30,000. .

While Wilkinsdn's Invisible Empire has been the most violence—prone of the
Klan organizations,'the others have shown little inclination to pacifism. In
April, 1979, 8 Birmingham federal grand Jjury indicted 20 members of Shelton's
UKA in connection with violent episodes in Talladega County, Alabama. They wereé
charged with ghooting into the homes of NAACP leaders and into a house occupied
by a racially mixed couple. Three of the accused pleaded guilty and ten others
were subsequently found guilty in federal court and sentenced to terms in fed-
eral prisomn.
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Earlier, three Maryland Klan members had been tried and found guilty of a
July, 1978 attempt to bomb the synagogue of Congregation B'nai Jacob in
Lochearn, Maryland. According to Maryland 5tate Police, they had also plotted
to bomb the home of Congressman Parren J. Mitchell, The three —= Robert L. 7 777
White, Gerald Allen and Robert Glover == were members of the Maryland unit of
~ the Confederation of Independent Orders, Knights of the KKK, under state Grand.
Dragon Tony La Ricci. White and Allen were sentenced to eight years in prison
while Glover drew a five year suspended sentence and three years probation. The
three were members of a special Klan unit which a police spokesman said had been
formed "with the intent and purpose of engaging in illegal violent acts aimed
primarily at religious and ethnic targets.” The episode was the precipitating
factor in the decline of the Maryland Klan in 1979. '

Meanwhile, in San Diego, California, two members of David Duke's KXKK were
convicted of murdering a fellow Klansman. Terry Flynn Martin was found gullty
in May, 1979, of first degree myrder, while George Ralston Willis, Commander of
the Lakeside Klan den, pleaded guilty to a charge of second degree murder. The
victim, Michael E. Henson, had been shot to death because he was suspected of
having informed the police about drug dealing by California Klan members. )

Finally, in August, 1979, David Duke was found guilty of inciting to riot
by a Louisiana court, in connection with a 1976 episode in New Orleans. He was
charged with leading a Klan mob which surrounded a police car, pounding, beating
and shaking it. The officers trapped in the car testified that they feared for
their lives. Other witnesses testified that Duke had shouted to his followers
the police officers were "Commie Jews.” Sentence was scheduled for November

8th. The maximum possible penalty is six months in jail and a $500 fine.

At Duke!s recent national convention, one of the speakers candidly
addressed the delegates on the subject of Klan violence. Louis Beam, the Texas
Grand Titan said his state organization has a "military program” with a
“military base” and members who have been training inm uniform for "2-3 years.®
Then he shouted, "We are getting ready to reclaim Texas for the white man...sO
get ready. That's all 1'm saying. Get ready for what we know is coming.
Everyone talks of a race war. How many guns, bullets, food, training, prepara-
tions have you made? Our forefathers built this country with courage and blood.
1t will take fresh blood, some of our blood, but, by God, a lot of it will be
the blood of our enemies...The Government is purdering our people, busing our
children, supporting communist governments. There are penalties for murder:
death. And they are guilty of murder! Prepare for what 1s coming!”

A . .
Following Bean's speech, pavid Duke announced that the Texan was being
promoted from Grand Titan to Grand Dragon of the Lone Star state.

The Klan Profiled

‘As noted previously, today's Klans are not national in scope. Earlier
{ndications of a trend toward expansion into the North have not been consumma-
ted. Instead, the Northern footholds have been weakened, while the Southern
base has grown. Except for Colorado and California, today's KKK has no strength,
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in the West. In the North, the only.state;in which the Klan has grown recently
is Ohio, while it has lost strength in the Mid—-Atlantic states and is virtually
non-existent in New England. L ' ' '

~ Today's Klans are located almost entirely in rural and small-to-medium ¢
glzed towns. The only major cities in which klaverns are known to exist are
Denver, New Orleans and Birmingham. While units are also claimed in San Diego,
Houston, Miami, Tampa and Richmond, they are composed mainly of residents of
nearby smaller communities.

The members of the Duke and Wilkinson organizations have the following
characteristics: S

1. They tend to be ybung, At a typical Klan rally, the age breakdown is:

Age : Percentage of Crowd
Teenagers 15%

Early twenties to mid-thirties 60 - 80Z
Late thirties and older . 15 - 252

Among the activists, the age range is still younger. For example, the
participants in the Selma-to-Montgomery march were almost all in their twenties
and early thirties. Many of them were long-haired and sported beards and droop-
ing moustaches. _

2. The sexual breakdown 18 approximately 1/4 to 1/3 female and the re-
mainder male. Most of the women are wives and girl friends of the male members.
Some klaverne have women's auxiliaries. :

3. The class composition is mainly blue collar, with a small admixture of
lower middle class types and a criminal fringe element. Typical occupations:
truck drivers, machinists, handymen, boiler makers, pipe fitters, gas station
attendants and operatorse The lower middle class members tend to be more secre-

" tive about their Klan affiliations than do the working class members.

4. Educationally, the average Kluxer has had three years of high school.
Local leaders are often young men who are brighter than their peers but whose
educational advancement has been.blocked, somet imes because of personal
malad justment problems. .

) .
5. Of the present—day members, some 20% were active in the 1960's, while
80X are newer recruits. .

-6. Although Roman Catholics are now accepted into the newer Klans, they
constitute only a tiny fraction of the membership. The overwhelming majority of
members are Protestant.

The foregoing profile 18 less applicable to Robert Shelton's UKA and
William Chaney's Confederation, particularly with regard to age. While the
class, sex and educetional cheracteristics are gsimilar, the members of these
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older Xlan units tend to be older. The typical-UKA members is more likely to be
in his mid-forties and less active today than he was a decade ago, when

_Shelton's Klan dominated the scene. Generally, with the exception of some newer

UKA klaverns that have sprung up recently, the UKA consists of diehard remnants
of the battles of the 1960's who have retained their membership but lost much of
their zeal for action. The same holds true for units of the Confederation, many °
of which were once part of James Venable's old National Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan. '

Klan Efforts to iInfiltrate the Armed Forces

Another disturbing consequence of the growth of the Klan in recent years
has been its spillover into the armed forces of the United States. Evidence has
come to light that the hooded orders have succeeded in recruiting groups of
servicemen in the Army, Navy and Marine Corps. IR

The first sign that the KKK had intruded itself into the armed forces
occurred in 1976, at the U.S. Marine Corps base at Camp Pendleton, California.
There, in connection with a serious episode of racial violence, it was learned
that a group of white marines were members of David Duke's Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan and that recruitment was taking place at the base. Although many of
the Klansmen were subsequently dispersed to other locatilons, the ADL at that
time wrote to the Senate and House of Representatives Armed Services Committees
recommending that a2 Congressional investigation of the activities of the Ku Klux
Klan in the armed forces be initiated. The chairmen of both committees replied
that they were concerned about the matter but no investigation was launched.

Recently, KKK groups have begun to emerge in the Army and Navy. At Fort
Hood, Texas and Fort Carson, Colorado, soldiers have openly jdentified them-
selves as members of Duke's KKKK "and have participated in public Klan activi-
ties. Some of the Fort Hood Klansmen, dressed in army fatigues, stood guard
with weapons at a Klan rally in Euless, Texas in June, 1979. A group of Fort
Hood Klansmen also served as security guards at the national convention of
Duke's KKKK in New Orleans, over the 1979 Labor Day weekend.

‘At Fort Carson, Colorado, soldier members of the Duke Klan were active in
the nearby KKK unit in Colorado Springs. The leaders of the ‘group in late 19/8
were Sergeants Josef W. Stewart and Kenneth C. 0'Dell. Both have reportedly
since ended their tours of duty with the Army. Although the Klan has continued
{ts recruitment activities in the area, they have not been notably successful.
1t is estimated that the })Klan group in Colorado Springs has no more than ten
members, some of them civilians.

One other Army base has been the site of Klan activity: Yuma Proving
Grounds, Arizona. A soldier 1is reliably reported to have been disciplined there
after having been caught copying Klan materials on the base copy machine.

KKK activity has also occurred recently on geveral ships of the U.S. Nauvy,
where Wilkinson's Klan has been active. The U.S.S. Concord, a8 Supply ship
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operating out of Norfolk, Virginia, has experienced geveral racial conflicts and
was reported in July, 1979, to have a KKK group of some twenty members aboard.
Several of the Concord Klansmen were subsequently transferred. . '

tn September, 1979, three white sailors aboard the aircraft carrier
Independence donned Klan robes and confronted black shipmates. All three, two’
of whom reportedly admitted Klan membership, were remanded for court martial.
Other racial incidents ensued aboard the vessel, which was docked in Athens,
Greece at the time.

Earlier, a cross-burning was reported to have occurred on another carrier,
the U.S.S. America. .

Atlantic Fleet spokesmarn Lt. John Alexander was quoted in June, 1979 as
having stated that the Navy was investigating reports of Klan activity aboard
one other vessel that operates out of Charleston, sC. It was later learned that
the ship was the submarine tender U.S.S. Canopus and that several sailors had
been signing up Klan members aboard it. Three “potentially dangerous” crev
members were subsequently transferred or dismissed from the Navy.

Concern about these developments prompted the Anti-Defamation League, on
July 26, 1979, to communicate with Sectetary of Defense Harold Brown asking for
action against the Klan. National Director Nathan Perlmutter wrote that "it is
contrary to the spirit of the Uniform Code of Military Justice...and the express
policy of the Department of Defense's Equal Opportunity Program...to allow un-
democratic, violence-prone organizations like the Klan to infiltrate the armed
forces for the purpose of promoting racial'disorder.” ADL subsequently pressed
{ts view at a meeting with officials of the Department. - ;

On August 29th, the Navy issued an order to all ship and shore comaandets
to crack down on "racist activity.” Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Th:mas B.
Hayward told the commanders that "Prejudice and preparedness are {ncompativle’—
and instructed them to prohibit vactivities of a member or members of a racist
organization” when such activities “create a clear danger to the loyalty,
discipline or morale of military personnel, OT materially interferes with the
accomplishment of the military mission.” He added that commanders could ban
such activity “within the military community and, in appropriate cases, restrict
the participation of . naval personnel in such activities when conducted ofi

. bases”

At the time of fhia report, 0O gimilar orders had yet been issued by the
other military services.

Klan Youth Corps

An espécially insidious aspect of the Klan today is its effort to enlist
children, aged 12 through 17, {nto the Klan Youth Corps. Although the effort
has not met with any great success, even the modest results are disturbing, for

[}
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. they signify that young minds in various parts of the country are being indoc-~
trinated with viclous bigotry. . ' '

The Klan groups that engage in youth recruitment are David Duke'thKKKﬁand €
Wilkinson's Invisible Empire, and school integration is the issue the Klan

attempts to exploit to enlist youngsterse. “White Students! Fight for white | -
pPower} - by becoming a member of the Klan Youth Corps!” exclaims a leaflet widely
distributed by puke's cohorts in front of high school gates in a number of

cities. “Are you ‘fed up to here' with Black, Chicano and Yang criminals who

break into lockers, and steal your clothes and wallets?” asks the leaflet, then
»Join the Klan Youth Corps,” which advocates "segregation of classes, followed

by eventual segregation of schools.”

The earliest Klan efforts to recruit school-age youngsters took place
several years ago in Buffalo, New York under the guidance of Karl Hand, then
commander of the Duke Klan in that city. Hand, who like his leader is a product
of the neo-Nazi movement , was subgequently promoted to the post of national
organizer of the KKKK, and brought to the post his penchant for school-gate
activities. :

Cities in which Klan Youth Corps groups have been formed, oOr which have
been targets for youth recruitment include San Diego, CAj San Bernardino, CA;
Los Angeles, CAj; Denver, CO; Chicago, IL; Peoria, IL; Jeffersonville, IN;
Oklahoma City, OK; HIllsborough, Coe., FL; Birmingham, AL: Tuscaloosa, AL;
Toscumbia, AL: and Decatur, AL.. .

Near Decatur, Wilkinson's Klan mobilized a group of about a dozen young~
sters, in the summer of 1979 to put the torch to an old school bus while several
hundred assembled Kluxers whooped and hollered. The children were dressed in
Klan T-shirts.

in a field that is part of 47 acres of land in north Jefferson County
owned by Roger Handley, Alabama Grand Dragon, some thirty boys and girls took
part in a Klan youth camp in the summer of 1979. With a dozen of Wilkinson's
Kluxers acting as counselors, the children, aged 10 to 17, alternated volley
ball and dodgeball games with lessons in racism and “gelf-defense” (the standard
Klan euphemism for training in the use of guns).

David Duke's 1980 Presidentiél Campaign

The Ku Klux Klan, is getting ready to inject jtg racist views into the 1980
Presidential election,fthrough the vehicle of a pavid Duke race for the Demo-
cratic party nomination. As 8 preliminary step, Duke has entered the 1979
Louisiana state elections as candidate for State Senate from the 10th District.
in a previous 1975 State Senate campaign, Duke succeeded in garnering 33% of the
total vote, encouraging him to believe that a victory this year is not

impossible.

Duke, it appears, realizes that rallies in cdw pastures are hardly the
most effective meang of gaining power in the country. Likely he has studied
Klan history enough to knovw that in the 1920's, when the Klan was at its height,
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it succeeded in winning political office in a great number of states, Northern
as well as Southern. Aiding and advising him in his ambitions is a political
"pro,"” Glenn Parker, who once served on George Wallace's Presidential campaign
staff. Parker, who lives in Californa, addressed a seminar on politics at the
recent national convention of Duke's Klan, where he said »if we are to succeed
for the white race, it [politics] is the way to go.” Then he outlined a
campaign strategy. S '

First will come the Louisiana State Senate race. It would help,” Parker
stated, "if we could get David elected to the Louisiana Senate prior to the
Presidential election.” He went on to jndicate that he had no illusions of Duke
being elected President, pointing out that the Klan leader is not of legal age
to hold the office (at age 29 in 1980, he'll be 6 years short of the constitu-
tional requirement). What the Duke Klan hopes to achieve, Parker said, is the
election of some delegates to the Democratic National Convention. "We want an
eloquent spokesman,” he continued, "to submit several planks of the KKK into the
Democratic platform, specifically against busing, against affirmative action.
The party will say 'no,' but will have to do it in front of 50,000,000 people
watching on TV.” Parker added that one or two delegates could put Duke's name
in nomination for the Presidency end make nominating and seconding speeches in
his behalf. He emphasized the value of the free TV coverage.

Duke's strategy calls for filing nominating petitions in 12 states, in the
hope of actually qualifying in six of them. The states now under consideration
are Massachusetts, Florida, Alabama, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Indiana, North
Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, Arkansas, New Jersey, Kentucky and West Virginia.
0f the six states in which he hopes to qualify, two or three will be selected
for "a hard run.” "If we run in Arkansas and get 15% of the vote,” said Parker,
“we get 15% of the delegates.”

Evidently, Duke's Klan intends to put most of its 1980 efforts into his
political campaign. Parker made it clear that "the only Klan activity in *hors
states where Duke will be running will be campaign activity.” ‘Duke's KKKK also
plans to reach out beyond its own ranks for campaign activists. Parker said
they will try to enlist "every racist in this country, all racist parties.” That
they may succeed in doing so was made evident by the presence at the convention,
as a guest speaker, of Edward Fields, Secretary of the National States Rights
Party. The NSRP is a hate-mongering group of right-wing extremists who publish
a racist newspaper called The Thunderbolt. Fields told the delegates that the
crux of the problem is "the nigger race 1s an inferior race.” He then pledged
the support of his organization and its paper to Duke's Presidential campaign.

A
The Klan Imitators {

One by-product of the activism and high visibility of today's Klan is the
jmitative behavior it inspires, most often in the form of cross-burnings. Al-
though the Kluxers try to perpetrate the myth that the fiery cross has a re-
ligious symbolic meaning, most Americans know that it actually represents an
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attempt to terrorize a target of racial or religious hatred, usually blacks,
sometimes Jews. And since the burning of a cross has often served as & prelimi-
nary warning which has been followed up by other more violent acts, it under-
gtandably causes considerable fear and anxiety in those who are its target8e.
Not surprisingly, all sorts of bigots, most of them not Klan members, when cast—
ing around for a means of intimidating someone, reach for a couple of sticks and
a can of kerosene. '

One recent epidemic of cross—burnings, and also gwastika daubings, has
occurred in the New York and nearby Long Island, Connecticut and New Jersey
areas. 1Ihe victims, predictably, have been blacks and Jews. Beginning with a
cross-burning on the lawn of a black homeowner on Long lsand in mid-August, the
epidemic quickly spread to other nearby communities.

Several years ag0, the Anti-Defamation League commissioned 2 scientific
study of the perpetrators of swastiks daubings, the results of which have been
{ncorporated in 2 profile which very largely fits the descriptions of cross-
burners apprehended in the recent New York epidemic. Of the 180 suspects who
were interviewed in the ADL study, more than 70% were males aged 13-17, who came
from low—income, poorly educated, broken or unstable homess« Most had academic
or behavioral problems in school. o

Cross-burnings are sometimes called meaningless acts of »yandalism,” OF
~pranks,” OF dismissed as *delinquent behavior” having 0o racial motivation.
Such explanations, however, mies the point: the burning cross ig itself the
message,‘preciaely because of 1ts association with the Ku Klux Klan. The per—
petrators of cross—burnings, whether they fully understand the peaning of thelr
acts or mot, s=nd an unmistakable gignal of racial or religious bigotrye.

As it nappens, there is mo active Klan in the Metropolitan New York area
at the present time and there is no evidence of direct Klan involvement in the
recent cross-burning episodes. But the Kluxers ghare in the moral responsibi-
1ity, as do the Nazis in the swastika daubings. For it 4is their views, activi-~
ties and symbols that have been absorbed into the consciousness of the person
who lights the match or dips the brush. It ig their behavior that is being
imitated. ‘

Klan Anti-Semitism

The Klan is correctly perceived by the general public as anti-black, but
4n its litany of hates (qhich includes Hispanics, Asians and American Indians)
there 15 a special placeifor Jews. Throughout this century the hooded legions
have been violently anti-Semitic, from the lynching in 1915 of a Georgian Jew,
Leo Frank, an event which set the stage for the formation that year of the
second Klan, to the bombings of Jewish temples and buildings during the 1950's
and 60's.

-
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Klan anti-Semitism today has the folowing main characteristics:

1. While all the Klans are anti-Jewish, the intensity of their hatred
varies from one group to another. The most extreme in its anti-Semitic bigotry
ig David Duke's Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, which actually sees Jews as its
numbet bhe enemye. This is not surprising in that Duke is a former neo-Nazi

activist who has surrounded himself with lieutenants who also come from the Nazi’

ranks. These include his gsecond-in—-command, Karl Hand; former chief aide James

K. Warner, who later fe1ll out with his leader; writer William Grimstad, a former

managing editor of the Nazi publication White Power, who registered with the
Department of Justice in 1977 as a foreign agent for Saudi Arabia; and several
Grand Dragons. pDuke also has a close 1iaison with the National Alliance, a
Washington, D.C.-based neo-Nazi group, whose leader William Pierce is a former
top figure in the American Nazi Partye.

Duke's publication, Crusader, is saturated with anti-Semitic articles and
cartoons. It also regularly advertises books that are available from the KKKK
bookstore, including the spurious »protocols of Zion"; Hitler's “Mein Kampf"; '
"The International Jew"; “The Testament of Adolf Hitler"; "The Hitler We Loved
and Why,” and many other violently anti-Semitic publications.

2. .The importance attached to anti-Semitism by- the Klans is not always
perceived at first glance because hostility toward Jews doesn't receive the same
public emphasis as anti-black racism. But the closer one gets to the center of
the organization, the more stress one finds on "the Jewish question.”

Typically, a ravw recruit will join the Klan in response to its anti-black
propaganda, but as he becomes more deeply involved in-the inner 1ife of the
order, the more he will be taught that "behind the blacke lurk the Jews,” who
are the more “dangerous” enemye

Klan anti-Semitism is not limited to words. Actions . frequently follow, as
ijn the case of the Maryland Klan terrorists who were apprehended attempting to
bomb a synagogue in 1978.

In New Jersey, & .Broup of Klansmen vandalized a Trenton synagogue in the
summer of 1979. The previous summer, 4n Atlantic City, an effigy of a rabbl was
hanged in a public park by some Klan memberse.

The Klan in Colorado, which is a unit of David Duke's KKKK, has also
targeted Jewish institutions for attack. On July 1, 1979 some 20 robed Klansmen
mounted a picket line in front of a Denver Bynagogué in-which the annual meeting
of the Colorado Zionist Federation was taking place. The pickets shouted racist
slogans and carried placards reading w24onism=Communism.” The state organizer
of the Colorado Klan, Fred Wwilkins, told the delegates at the recent national
convention of his organization that he had photographed the license plates of
the cars parked at the Zionist Federation meeting, in order to obtain the names
and addresses' of the attendees. He also urged the delegates to subscribe to
their local Jewish newspapers, as he had done, to obtain the names and addresses
of local Jewish leaders and advertisers. Wilkins did not reveal how this
“intelligence” was going to be used.
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As noted, the Klan still represents only a tiny fraction of the American

people. The findings of ADL'S March, 1978 survey st111 hold true, that *The Ku
Klux Klans...are not 2 present threat to American society, either in numbers or
{n influence.” Yet, the activities of the hooded legions do present some real .
problems, particularly in the communities where they are active.

1. The new Klan militancy and lawlessness, as evidenced in Alabama and
Mississippi, poses the danger of violence. Plainly, the presence in any
community of a gang of heavily armed racists spoiling for a confrontation can
lead to bloodshed. What happened in Decatur can happen elsewhere. :

2. The Klan creates racial polarizationm, both in the immediate vicinity
of it activities and in the larger society. Its cross-burnings and rallies,
accompanied always by an outpouring of vicious racial invective and insults,
makes harmonious community relations between blacks and whites impossible. 1f
this is a tragedy in civilian life, in the armed forces it could be disastrous.

3. . The KKK's demagogic exploitation of such legitimate controversial
igsues -as busing, affirmative action, welfare reform etce., poisons the atmo=
sphere and makes civilized discourse and debate much more difficult. It
contributes to a climate in which the search for reasonable solutions and
compromise becomes impossible, and in which extremist views take center stage
at the expense of reason and moderation. .

4. The likelihood that the Klan will regain the strength and capacity to
rupture the fabric of our pluralist gsociety that it had in the mid-1960's, re-
mains remote, but it should not be discounted entirely. There is little evi-
dence at this time that the efforts to rebuild the hooded order have peaked.
Complacency therefore, would be as wrong a posture to adopt as alarmism. What
i required 1s alert attention to the problem, a steady flow of accurate iu~
formation and rigorous law enforcemente.

Countering the Klan

The foremost requirement for coping with the Ku Klux Klan is community
concern, not only by those who are its immediate targets =~ the minority groups
—- but by the entire comnunity. It cannot be emphasized enough that a special
moral responsibility rests on those who are not the direct victims of the
organized bigots to close ranks with those who are, so that the legions of hate
find themselves i{solated by the entire community. This is the main lesson
history teaches about the experience of Europe's Jews under Hitler, blacks in
America and victimized minorities everywhere. The bigots count on community
indifference to enable them to do their dirty work. :
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Concern can be expreseed in many ways: by the clergy and the churches
through sermons and public declarations; by the labor movement -and the: business..
community through educational forums and resolutions; by the schools, through’
teaching about bigotry and pre judice, and studying the role of the Klan in
American history. o '

‘ The media, in particular, have an important role to play. To the extent .
that the Klan makes genuine news, it must, of course, be covered. But all too
often, the press has allowed itself to be manipulated by clever Klan gimmickry,
such ae the 1977 Klan *border patrol” in California, where a puny group of eight -
Klansmen, outnumbéred 5 to 1 by newsmen, captured coast-to-coast coverage for
what was essentially a non-event. .- Or inadequately researched Klan stories,
consisting almost entirely of “interviews” in which a Klan spokesman —— most
often David Duke, who specializes in duping the media -- are simply allowed to
spout propagandayand make fanciful claims about Klan strength without contra-=
diction or hard questioning. : .

~ VWhen pavid Duke faces the microphone oOr TV camera he usually disclaims any
belief in violence, but as with most of his other public stances, his real posi-

. tdon is far dféferent. At his recent national convention in September, 1979 in

jew Orleams, he addressed the 150-200 delegates on “public relations,” caution—
tng them that only designated spokesmen should deal with the media. "Not every-
gne,” he said "is to get on & soapbox. Some say the wrong things. 'Why did you
join the Klan?' 'Well, I want to hang some niggers, you know.' (A delegate

shouted 'right onl')" "Yeah,” replied Duke, pausing for audience applause, "and
that may sound good, but that's not exactly what we're trying to get over to the
American publicee.e There should be.a"media line' that everyone adheres to."”

Truly professional press coverage of the Klan == especially because it 1s
secretive and unscrupulous -~ requires research and understanding of the sub-
ject. Wwith adequate preparation and a healthy skepticism regarding the claims
of Klan spokesmen the press can perform a ma jor service in informing the public
as to the true nature of the masked ordere<

No report on today's Klan can ignore the fact that on.a number of recent
occasions it has been confronted by'well—organized opponents using violent
tactics. In california, Ohio, New Jersey, Alabama and Mississippi, demonst “a-
tors in helmets, shouting such slogans as "Ku Klux Klan, Scum of the Land” have
waded into Klan demonstrations with two-by-fours, iron bars, bricks and bottles.
The record shows that the principal victims of these clashes have been the
police, who in their efforts to prevent violence and separate the conflicting
forces, have suffered; injuries caused by both sides.

1 3

Street brawls have contributed nothing to the solution of the problem of
the KKK. They have providéd the. kluxers with an alibi to justify their posses=
sion of weapons: the spurious "celf defense” claim. Moreover, while some of the
violent counterdemonstrators have been ordinary passers-by, most have been mem—
bers of far-left groups seeking to exploit the issue of right-wing extrem - « in
order to strengthen the forces of left-wing extremism. Among these “anta1- lan”
militants are the Committee Against Racism, & group closely aligned with the
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Progressive Lebor Party, a left-wing splinter from the Comzunist Party; the
Coalition Against Racist and Political Repression, whose co-chairperson and
Executive Director, Angela Davis and Charlene Mitchell, are leading pembers of
the Communist Party, U.S¢A.; and the Revolutionary Communist Party, an
ultra-left sect of Maoist Communists. Their aim in confronting the Klan,
clearly, is not to strengthen American constitutional democracy, but to weaken
1t in otder to further their own political goals.

‘In the final analysis, the answer to the challenge laid down by the Klan's
hoodlumism is firm political leadership and strict law enforcement. The Klan
must be shown, wherever it appears, that its presenceé is not wanted and even the
slightest infraction of the law will not be tolerated. Rigorous law enforcement
can, without inveding anyone's constitutional rights, effectively discourage and
prevent violence and disorder. For this to happen, of course, there musZ be a
concerned citizenry prepared to give full backing to public officials who are
ready to stand up courageously to the hooded legions.

There 1s also a need for a grehter FBI and Justice Department presence
wherever Klan growth and activity present a threat to the civil rights of citi-
zens, black and white. There has been some recent increase in FBI and Justice
Department attention to the Klan, and it has had a salutory effect, notably in
the indictment and trial in Birmingham of 20 Talladega County Klansmen. And the
Community Relations Service of the Department of Justice has made a useful
contribution, in Decatur and other communities. More such-efforts are needed,
on the local, state and federal levels.

Similarly, with regard to the armed forces, the U.S. Navy's announced
policy of cracking down on the Klan deserves public commendation and support.
It should be followed by a similar pronouncerent by the Army since it has ex-
perienced a Klan problem.

Beyond the immediate task of curbing the Klan lies the longer range and
more basic need to press ahead in the quest for racial justice and equal : 7
tunity for every citizen and to strengthen education on the substance and cppli-
cation of American democratic values. :
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TESTIMONY ON RACIAL HARASSMENT LEGISLATION

At a previous hearing before this Committee the Portland
Chapter of the American Jewish Committee presented general testi-
mony in support of House Bill 2479. This further testimony is
intended to addréss specific issues which reach to the heart or
our concerns.

While the American Jewish Committee has for 75 years
been dedicated to combating bigotry directed at any individual
or group, these remarks will be confined to problems of harass-
ment confronting the Jewish community because we know that others
will enuhciate most convincingly the problems which affect Blacks,
Hispanics and other minorities. Rest assured, however, that we
are aware of and share their concerns and believe this legisla-
tion is essential for the protection of all those who have been
the victims of harassment because of race or religion.

As you know, anti-Semitism has existed in this country
since its founding, however, until the beginning of the 1970's
it could be argued that the concern of some Jewish community
leaders for the position of Jews in the United States was eXag-
gerated. Anti-Semitism had largely disappeared in the years
following World War II. Reaction to the atrdcities of the Nazi
era was such that even mildly anti-Semitic public utterances
came to be viewed as unacceptable. The civic status of American

Jews seemed more secure than ever before.
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This "Golden Age" in American Jewish life has come to
an end. American Jews have been experiencing a growing anxiety
over various dgvelopments in the last decade. The political
climate of the country is clearly changing; there appears to be
a growing indifference to Jewish concerns. Jews see themselves
faced with new threats to their security.

It is important that you clearly understand the nature
of these threats, their implication to the Jewish community and
the effect that House Bill 2479 will have upon them. A number
of recent happenings in Oregon will clearly illustrate the nature
of the harassment which is of concern to us and which has aroused
fear in the hearts and minds of many.

You are probably aware that a few months ago anti-Semitic
material was posted on the synagogue in Salem. You may not be
as aware that at the same time the president of that synagogue
received a phone call which in effect threatened his life. Per-
haps six weeks ago police were called to a Portland synagogue
because of a bomb threat there. Only last week a swastika was
found on yet another synagogue, and when you are in Portland you
may have noticed swastikas defacing other buildings, some of which
have been left there for months, even after requests to remove
them.

Racist literature has appeared in many parts of the
city, left in phone booths, on cars or sent to individuals in the

mail.
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Not long ago a young man got off a bus in downtown
Portland and saw individuals passing out racist literature. He
attempted to photograph them only to have one of those distribut-
ing the literature come after him with a knife and threaten him
.if he did not give his attacker the film.

On May 9 and 10 over this next weekend a major event -
Israel Expo - will take place at the Jewish community center in \
Portland. Already racist material has been placed on cars there;
swastikas have been found, and a demonstration threatened.

You must understand the implications of these happenings
to Jews because those implications underlie our belief that
legislation is needed. As a people which has lived with anti-
Semitism for thousands of years and which is a spritual and
physical survivor of the Nazi Holocaust, events which might seem
mildly disturbing to others are terribly disturbing to us. Pic-
ture, if you will, the reaction of a Holocaust survivor planning
to attend Israel Expo who finds swastikas confronting him - would
he feel even safe to enter the'buiiding knowing full well the
meaning behind those swastikas?

Or take the young man who tried to photograph those
individuals handing out literature. His Jewishness was unknown
to those who were his attackers, but certainly he, and I-might
add, his parents, reacted as Jews who then had to face the anguish
of deciding whether or not to take the case to court., Over the

objections of his parents this individual has taken the case to




.

American Jewish Committee
Testimony on Racial -

Harassment Legislation Page 4
court, however, the only charge which can be levied under current
law is theft for he was not actually physically attacked. His
case is pending, and for months he and his pafents have been
living with the anguish caused not only by his confrontation with
bigotry but by the knowledge that in this state no law adequately
addresses the seriousness of that encounter.

There needs to be no elaboration about bomb threats or
threatening phone calls - each is significant in itself but doubly
so when placed in the historical context of a people who have
suffered from such happenings often with government sanctions
throughout history, and who now need to be assured that they live
in a state where such happenings will not be tolerated. By pass-
ing House Bill 2479 the Oregon legislature will give the historical

victims of bigotry that assurance.

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie Rogoway
Portland Director
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Revised Text: HB 2479 Legal Counsel v
Proposed amendpents
SECTION 1. (1) A person commits the crime of intimidation if, by

reason of the race, color, religion or national origin of another person,
"and with intent to deprive that other person of the equal protection of

"
the laws, or of equal privileges and immunities of the laws, the person

‘ violates ORS 163.160, 163.190, 164.345, or 166.065.

(2) Intimidation is a Class A misdemeanor.

SECTION 2. (1) A person commits the crime of conspiracy to intimidate
if that person‘agrees with one or more persons to commit or cause the
commission of the crime of intimidation as defined in section (1) of this
Act.

(2) Conspiracy to intimidate is a Class C felony.

SECTION 3. The destruction of crosses or other religious symbols or
the use of swastika markings or derogatory racial, ethnic or religious
epithets, when directed against another person, shall constitute prima
facie evidence that such words or conduct were undertaken by reason of the
race, color, religion or national origin of the other person.

SECTION 4. (1) Irrespective of any criminal prosecution or the result
thereof, any person injured by a violation of section (1) or (2) of this
Act shall have a civil action to secure an injunction, damages or other
appropriate relief against any and all persons whose actions are unlawful
under this Act.

(2) Upon prevailing in such action, the plaintiff may recover (a)
both special and general damages, including damages for emotional distress,
(b) punitive damages not to exceed §10,000, and (c) reasonable attorney

fees and costs.

(3) The parent, parents or legal guardian of an unemancipated
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minor shall be liable for any judgment recovered against such minor under
this section.

SECTION 5. 1If the Attorney General or any district attorney has
reasonable cause to believe that any person or group of persons is engaged
in a pattern or practice involving or leading to a violation of sections
(1) or (2) of this Act, the Attorney General or‘district attorney may
bring a civil claim for relief in the appropriate”court, setting forth
facts pertaining to such pattern or practice, and request such relief
as may be necessary to restrain or prevent such vioclation. Any claim
for relief under this section does not prevent any person from seeking
any other remedy otherwise available under law. )

SECTION 6. This Act being necessary for the immediate preservation

of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is declared to

exist and this Act takes effect on its passage.




