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RULE SUMMARY: In 2014 rule was adopted but the new version was not filed at that time. HB 2193 and ORS 329.451 

eliminates the requirement that students must have completed multiple alternate assessments in order to be eligible for 

an extended diploma. These changes also eliminate confusing language in the eligibility requirements. Specifically, the 

changes enable a student to qualify for an extended diploma if they have a documented history of inability to maintain 

grade level achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers, a medical condition that creates a barrier 

to achievement, or a change in ability to participate in grade level activities due to a serious illness or injury that 

occurred after grade eight and eliminates the requirements related to the alternative assessment.  Further, the new 

rules require school district’s or public charter school’s to provide information about extended diplomas to parents on 

an annual basis. 

RULE TEXT: 

(1) Definitions. 

(a) “Other services” for the purposes of this rule means: 

(A) Those services paid for or provided by another agency, such as Vocational Rehabilitation or Brokerages, which may 

be considered in the calculation of the total number of hours that equals at least the total number of instructional hours 

that is required to be provided to students who are attending public high school.  These “other services” are not to be 

considered educational services and are not provided by or through the school district or public charter school. 

(B) Those services identified in OAR 581-022-1620(4), such as  school assemblies, student orientations, testing, etc, 

which may be considered in the calculation of the total number of hours that equals at least the total number of 

instructional hours that is required to be provided to students who are attending public high school. These services are 

provided by the school district or public charter school. 

(2) A school district or public charter school shall award an extended diploma to a student who satisfies the 

requirements of this rule. 

(3) A school district or public charter school shall award an extended diploma only to students who have demonstrated 

the inability to meet the full set of academic content standards for a high school diploma with reasonable modifications 
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and accommodations. 

(4) A school district or public charter school may award an extended diploma to a student only upon the consent of the 

parent or guardian of the student, or upon the consent of the adult student or emancipated minor student.  A district or 

school must receive the consent in writing and during the school year in which the extended diploma is awarded. (A) If 

student is under 18, consent must be received from the parent or guardian. 

(B) If the student is under age 18 and emancipated, consent must be received from the student. 

(C) If the adult student is 18 or older, consent must be received from the student. 

(D) If the student is under guardianship from the courts, consent must come from the court-appointed authority. 

(5) To be eligible for an extended diploma, a student must: 

(a) While in grade nine through completion of high school, complete 12 credits, which may not include more than six 

credits earned in a self-contained special education classroom and shall include: 

(A) Two credits of mathematics; 

(B) Two credits of English; 

(C) Two credits of Science; 

(D) Three credits of history, geography, economics, or civics; 

(E) One credit of health; 

(F) One Credit of physical education; and 

(G) One credit of arts or a second language; and; 

(b) Have a documented history of: 

(A) An inability to maintain grade level achievement due to significant learning and instructional barriers; 

(B) A medical condition that creates a barrier to achievement; or 

(C) A change in the student’s ability to participate in grade level activities as a result of a serious illness or injury that 

occurred after grade eight. 

(G) One credit of the arts or a second language; 

(6)(a) A student shall have the opportunity to meet the requirements of an extended diploma by the later of: 

(A) Four years after starting grade nine; or 

(B) The student reaching the age of 21 years, if the student is entitled to a public education until the age of 21 years 

under state or federal law. 

(b)  A student may complete the requirements for an extended diploma in less than four years if the parent/guardian or 

adult student gives consent. The consent must be written and must clearly state that the parent/guardian or adult 

student is waiving the 4 years to complete the requirements for an extended diploma. A copy of all consents must be 

sent to the district superintendent. Each school district must annually provide the number of consents obtained to the 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The consent may not be used to allow a student to satisfy the requirements 

for an extended diploma in less than three years. 

(7) A school district or public charter school shall: 

(a) Ensure that students have on-site access to the appropriate resources to achieve an extended diploma at each high 

school in the school district or at the public charter school or beginning after a documented history described in section 

(5)(b) above has been established, annually provide to the parents or guardians of a student who has the documented 

history, described above, information  about the availability of an extended diploma and the requirements for the 

extended diploma. 

(c) A school district or public charter school may not deny a student who has the documented history described in 

subsection (1)(a) of this section the opportunity to pursue a diploma with more stringent requirements than a modified 

diploma or an extended diploma for the sole reason that the student has the documented history. 

(8)(a)  A student who receives an extended diploma shall have access to instructional hours, hours of transition services 

and hours of other services that are designed to meet the unique needs of the student. 

(b) When added together, the school district or public charter school will provide a total number of hours of instruction 

and services to the student that equals at least the total number of instructional hours that is required to be provided to 
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students who are attending a public high school; or, 

(c) The total number of hours that are appropriate for a student shall be determined by the individualized education 

program (IEP) team if the student is eligible for special education; 

(d) Based on the student’s needs and performance level, the student’s IEP team may decide that the student will not 

access the total number of hours of instruction and services required to be provided to students who are attending a 

public high school. 

(e) The school district or public charter school may not unilaterally decrease the total number of hours of instruction 

and services to which the student has access regardless of the age of the student. 

(f) If a student’s IEP team decides that the student will not access the total number of hours of instruction and services 

to which the student has access, the school district or public charter school shall annually: 

(A) Provide the following information in writing to the adult student, parent, or guardian of the student: 

(i) The school district’s or public charter school’s duty to comply with the requirements to provide the total number of 

hours of instruction and services to the student; and 

(ii) The prohibition against a school district’s or public charter school’s unilaterally decreasing the total number of hours 

of instruction and services to which the student has access. 

(B) Obtain a signed acknowledgment from the adult student, parent or guardian of the student that the adult student, 

parent or guardian received the information. 

(C) Include in the IEP for the student a written statement that explains the reasons the student is not accessing the total 

number of hours of instruction and services to which the student has access. 

(g) Transition services and other services designed to meet the unique needs of the student may be provided to the 

student through an interagency agreement entered into by the school district if the individualized education program 

developed for the student indicates that the services may be provided by another agency. The school district or public 

charter school retains the responsibility for ensuring that the student has access to the number of service hours 

required to be provided to the student. 

(h) An agency is not required to change any eligibility criteria or enrollment standards prior to entering into an 

interagency agreement with the school district. 

(9)  School districts and public charter schools shall make extended diplomas as required by ORS 329.451 and this rule 

first available to students during the 2009-2010 school year.

STATUTORY/OTHER AUTHORITY: ORS 326.051

STATUTES/OTHER IMPLEMENTED: ORS 329.451
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