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March 14
1933

Mr. W. H. Crosby, Editor
West Coast Lumberman,
71 Columbia Street
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Mr. Crosby:

In accordance with your request of March 13, | am enclosing herewith copies of the bills which
were enacted by the recent session of the legislature.

Senate Bill 136 is an amendment to our slash disposal law. Under the old law, the State Forester
had the authority to issue a release for slash burning only in the case of selective logging. This made it
impossible to release an individual in the fir country where everything was slashed. As you know, there
are certain occasions when it is better to leave the slash than burn it. One of these would be where it
has remained for a number of years and the young growth has come up through it. In order to clarify
this portion of the law, you will note that the words “only a portion of the forest crop is removed and”
have been deleted from the law.

The only change as made in Senate Bill 137 is the insertion of the word “reasonable” in line 12.
This was made in order to get away from some of the criticisms various judges have made relative to the
law. They state that the word “reasonable” would clarify the matter.

Senate Bill 138 repeals a couple of sections of our old code which heretofore gave the county
courts the authority to issue burning permits.

Senate Bill 188 is a new addition to our code. It is a modified form of closure which corresponds
very closely to the federal regulations dealing with entry into hazardous areas. When so desired the
forester or a warden may now require that persons going into such places to camp must get a permit for
camping outside designated areas and also refrain from smoking and carry certain tools. It is expected



that this section of the code will be used in areas where the hazard is not sufficiently high to require a
closure of the area.

Senate Bill 216 is an amendment to our so-called acquisition law. Under the old law it was
necessary to have an abstract of title before forest land could be transferred to the state. In
investigation this matter, we have found that such an abstract would cost from thirty-five to fifty centers
per acre. This, of course, is frequently more than the land itself is worth. Furthermore, the state has no
money to spend on securing abstracts. Under this new law, it will be possible for the various county
courts who so desire to transfer title to the state without the necessity of an abstract.

House Bill 156 is an amendment to our forest patrol law which defines timberland. Under the
new definition, it will be possible for the State Board of Forestry to throw out certain forest areas within
the agricultural districts from which we receive no income under the law. In other words, we will be able
now to pull our lines back into the actual forested areas. Nevertheless, we still have police powers over
all forested areas in the state.

Senate Bill 339 is in the nature of an enabling act which authorizes the State Forester to
cooperate with carious forest land owners in order that the way may be paved for them to secure funds
from the Reconstruction Finance Corporation.

One of the bills which did not pass is House Bill 20. This bill provided for a gradual change in the
taxation of mature timberlands, the ultimate tax being solely a severance tax as the timber was cut.

Another bill which was killed was one which contemplated changing the closed season from
May 15 to October 10. Heretofore the season has been May 15 to October 1.

Very truly yours,
[signature]
State Forester.
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Mr. ¥.8. Croaby, Bditer
Wost Comat Lumberman,
71 Columbia Etreet,
Mtlﬂl ﬂﬂﬂhiﬂﬁtml

Deer Mr. Croaby:

In agoordance with your request of Marsh 13, I om snclosing herewlth
coplss of the bills which were enooted by the recont sossion of the leglolature.

Zemata B1l1l 136 1a on asendment to our slash dlgpeas]l law. Under the old
law, the State Forester had the suthority to ls=us & relsuss for slash barning
anly in the casa of salective logsing. This mede It lmpossible to relecss en
individunl in the Cir sountry shero everythirs was alashod. 48 you lmow, thore
ore certaln -occasions whon it is better to lesve tha slash thon to Wmn 1%, Omo
of thane would ba whare 1t hao resainod for o nunber of yoars and the young growth
hos come up through 1t.: In order te ¢lerify this poption of the law, you will noto
:lmtﬁﬁm fonly & portlon of the [orest crep 1s removed und” heve been deleted
Fom &

e only cmnge sa mode- in Sanate 5111 137 in the irsertlon of the word
"roasomable” in lina 12. This-wes made in order to get uwny from some of the
eprlticlisms various judces have mide relative to the law. Thoy steted that the word
"reasonzhle” would elarify the matter.

Ssnste Dill 128 repeals o coupls ol ssctlons of our old code which hereto-
fore gave the county courts the mithority to lssue Lurning permits,

Sanate D111 180 1a & now sdditlon to our gode., It 1= & medif'led form of
closure which corresponds very clesely to the fodersl resulatiocns desling with antry
into hazapdous opeas, Ihon so desired the foréster or o warden mey now roquire that
porsons golng into such pleces to cump must pot & pormit Tor camping outalde designnted
oreas ond alpo refraln Crom smoking ond earry coapbhiln tooles It is expocted that this
saction of the code will be used In srens wvhore the hazerd ls not sufTiclently high
to requlire a closurs of the arotd,

HSennte E111 210 1s on mmendmnt to o co-gelled mcquicltlon law. Under the
old law 1t wno necassary To heve an pbatract of title belfore forest lond could be
tremafarred to the atote: In Investlgating this metter, wo hove lound thet such on
abstract would cost from thirty-five to fifty centa per sere. This, of course, is
frequently more than the lmnd itsolf Is worth. Fupthermore, the otute hos no monoy
to spend on seduring abstrocts. Under thils new lew, it #1111 be poanible for the
waricus county ocourts who oo desirs to tranafer title to tho ntate without the
neceanlty of ©n nbetract.

Reuso Bi1l 168 1s en emondment to our Corest patrol 18w shich delinen
tisterlond, Undar the new deflnition, it will ba posslble for the “tate Eeard of
Forastry to throw out sertsin forest oreas within the agrléultursl districts Pron
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uhich we receive no income under the law. In other words, we will bte nble now
to pull our lines beck Into the sctunl forested areas., MNoverthsless, we still
hnve police powers over all lerested areas in the ststa,

Jennte Bill 339 is in the mature of an enabllng set which suthorizes the
State Foraster to cocporate with various forest land owrers In order that the wny
may be paved for them to seoure Munds from the Reconstruetlon Finanse Corporatics.

Oneé of the bills which did not pass is House Hi1l1 £0., This bill
provided for o gradusl change in the taxation of meturs tizberlamnds, the ultimte
tax being solely e severande tax as the tlszber was cut.

Another bill which was killed was one which contemploted changing the

closed season from ¥ay 16 to Ootober 10, Heretofore the season has bean May 10 to
Wtﬂh’r 1-

Very truly yours,

Stnte Poresters

enelanures



