BATTLE MOUNTAIMN STATE PARK
in
UMATILLA COUNTY

Battle Mountain State Park is situated on the Pendleton-John Day
Highyray between Pilot Rock and Ukiah, forty miles south of Pendleton, and
is located in Sections 20, 29, 30 and 31, Tovmship 3 South of Range 31 Eest
and Section 4, Township 4 South of Range 31 East, W.M., in Umatslla County
and contoins 420,82 ﬁcres. There are two park deeds, both dated January 10,
1930.

This tract, originally acquired as a forest wayside and now an
official state park, is some three miles long, narrow most of its distonce
along one or both sides of the highiway, with o detached twenty zeres, a holf
mile or more from its southern end and the grectest acrecge ln an irregular
block at the northerly end.

The clevation at the park road entrance is 4,270 feet, meking it
Oregon's highest state park that is fully equipped with facilities For the
cccommodatian of visitors and outing groups.

The name Battle Mountain was chogen for this pork ot a meeting of
the citizens of South Umatilla County, and o cemmittee of the Pilot Rock
Commercizl Club forwnrded it to the Umatilla County Court For their con-
sideration. The proposed name woe approved ond tronsmitied to the Oregon'
State Higlwoy Commission for their wction, and was officially adopted by
the Commisggion in 1934. This noming was to commemorate the hattles with
the Bonnock, Piute and Snake Indians of Southern Idaho, which were fought in
and around this park area in 1878, and reputed to e the last general up-
riging of Indians in the United Sﬁgtes.

On July 2, 1878, the Umatillsa Reservation Agent come to Pendleton
and stated that some of his Indians who were mnting on the North Fork of

the John Day River, had sent word that a lerge band of warriors was in the



mountaing obout seventy five miles couth of tovm. The news caused much
excitenent and settlers south of Pendleton were warned and they immediately
came in. Defenses were prepared, volunteer companies organized, scouting
parties went out to reconnoiter and messengers were sent to the military posts
at the Dalles and Walla Walls, Advising them of the situation.

On July 4, in the Camas Prairie afea, the first hostile, & lone
Indian rider, in war paint and wearing a war bomnet, was killed by members
of a scouting party, his norse fleeing to the nearby Indian encempment. Scon
after, the Indians attoched the small party of scouts, but zll escaped and
returned to Pendleton. Their story still further zlsrmed the citiszens and
many others joined the volunteers, who on the evening of July 5, sent to
Pilot Rock where other forces avaited them.

On July 6, o detachment of the volunteers -went to the headwaters of
Birch Creck, to rescuc a herder who had been wounded by the Indizns in the
Camas Prairie raid and taken there by escaping comrades who were forced to
leave him in 2 aabin, alone. This assignment accomplished they set out to
rejoin the mecin volunteer party at Willow Sorings, very close to the present
north boundary of the park.

A cordon of mounted pickets nad been placed to guord againct sur-
price while a meal wos preparsd and esten. This was hardly finished then
the pickets came in, pagsing the camp at full speed, shouting ac they went
by, thet the Indians were coming. Srveral others of the party, who had left
their horses saddled, mounted and followed the fleeing pickets, Just 5efore the
remaining volunteers wrere surrounded. The purty was besieged and desultory
firing by both sides wes kept up, with some of the Indians behind a rocky
ridge only thirty odd yords zway. The volunteers were in o sheep ched, with
only slencer quaking aspen pole -:alls and o rhoke roof, which was by no means

bullet proof, but did screen them from open sight. Both sides kept up an



intermittent exchange of shots. One man stepped out of the door to get a
better aim, a shot felled him and other shots killed him. This exchange of
gun fire yas kept up until e bright moon had set and full darkmess ceame.

Then the téam horses were harnessed and hooked up to the wagon, ond the horscs
that were not killed or seriously injured were saddled.’ Four of the wounded
~men vere placed in the wagon and three others, with 1easerrwounds, were riding
horseback when the party began the escape. They had gone only a few hundred
yords when the Indians rode in for an attoack and the first volley killed
another of the volunteers. These attacks were kept up until morning, the
Indiang riding in at {ull speed, Tiying ineffectively when within range. The
returm fire, so far as knowm, was equally ineffectual. About sunrise a

cloud of dust was geen aond soon a relief porty of United Statcs troops was
met, and the tension of battle was over. The casuclties vere two mern killed
and seven wounded.

Prior to this encounter, from July é to 5, inclusivé, five sheep
herders and one flock master hzd been killed and several herders wounded.

All the wounded recovered.

As an aftermath of these incidents, four freight wegon teamsters
were killed and their wagons looted at Deadman's Hill on- the 01d Oregon Trail.
On July 12, one men was killed and one wounded out of a party of three, neor
the Uratilla River. Thig wounded man also recovered.

This was the day the woar-path Indians moved upon the reservation
and an attack on Pendleton wap expected at any time. The next day the Indians
come dovn the mountains in full force. However, troops hed arrived during
the night and with the velunteers they went ocut to meet the warriors. A three
hour battle cnsued, ending when the Indians retreated into the timber. This
wos o long ronge engagement and there were no casualties among the whites.

If any Indians were killed or wounded their logses were not revealed.
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The record indicates that all told thirteen viite men were killed
and ag mony or more .ounded before this abortive attempt to drive all the
wnite peonle out of the country was cuppressed. Two were killed and seven
wounded in actual combat, the others were treacherously murdered or injured
when defenscless. Three of the Indians were tried, convicted and hung for
some of {the murders.

Concluding this ilnvasion of the Idaho warriors snd taeir futile
attempt to enlist the aid of the friendly Indians of the Columbia River
area in their uprising, was the death of Egan, leader of the hostiles, who
wa § enticed into a rendezvous for the discussion of a proposed elliance of
the Umatilla Ihdians with the invading tribes, Thie was held at the in-
vitation of Tenayowits, son-in-law of Howlish-ilampo, chief of the Cayuses.
Wnen Egan arrived ne was promptly shot dead and his adherents fled. They
were pursued ané narassed by Tenayowits and his Caylss braves for some Torty
or fifty miles before they were left to go mournfully on their wa y, their
ca use lost. Tae last Indian uprising had ended.

The Battle Mountain Stute Park was first selecied as a weyside
forest to preserve a living example of this interecsting endé appealing type of
primeval forest which clothes the cleveted slopes of the Blue Mountains,
covers the greater part of the park ares soc borders the highway with fine
cpecimens of ectern yellow pine, Douglas fir, Grond (Ghite) fir, iemlock,
botix coast and mountain varieties, Foglemznn's gpruce, Larch {Tamarack), and
an occasional Western Yew.

While this park area woc originally intended to be a forest wayside,-
the construction of tas paved highway brot 1t into greoter nrominence, and a
desirable portion of it wa s developed into a stote porik, which has become a
very popular ouling place for citizens of the southern porition of Umatilla

County, numbers of whom ars descendants of the volunteers wio warticipated
b o



in the suppreccion of the Indien uvprising of 1878, which gave tie park its
name .
The improved portion oif the park is situvated on the high west slope

of the Blue Mountaing,; where the wlmter snows are deep and linger late in the
spring. The bark racilities are some three mundred feet from, slightly below
and to the west of the highwoy in a splendid stend of yellow pine, on a com-
paratively level mountain shovlder, which drops steeply awey on two sides, with
the five acre nicnic arec occunying the most of its length and breadth. From
its vestsrn edge the view of the ooen footihills is a wonderful one.

Tnis was the site of the CCC Cawmp, SP-14, which was bullt ané occu-

pied during the ifth Period, ipril 15 to October 14, 1935. ilhile located

)
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1ere, comp members cleaned up the camp site, cleaned un the debris along the
highway thru the park =res, reduced menacing fire hazard mnd instelled a water
supply system. In the picnic area they set up a couple of camp stover and a
half dozen, lumber type, comoination tables a nd benches, and made other improve-
ments.

In 1937 the Stote Parks Department a cquired the former CCC mess iwldl,
a building approximately one hundred fifty feet long by twenty feet wide, with
a kitchen ell attached. L Porks Department troveling crew covered the roof and
sideg with shalkes, making the building ieather nrool end comioricble. The in-
terior was rcconditioned and improved, and in 1938 a mansion sized fire nlace
was built, = large hot woter tonk, kitchen sink zad olher apuropriate and neces-
sery plumbing fixtures were inctelled. These improvements hove mode  the build-
ing o valuable adjunct to the park end it is a great accommodation For +he {ee-
quent groupn visitations when the weather becomee inclement, -nd is a boon to
siling parties, Boy Scouts and Campfire Girls on their snow outings in this lo-
cally popular winter sports orea.

A very pra ctical and highly ornamental feature of the picnic area is



a craltsman's mosterpiece in the form of a huge, outdoor fire place, built in
1939, It is twelve lfeet high, twelve feet wide at the basge, with an opening
four feet wide from which o radiste heat and glowing comfort. On each wing
is an especially made cooking stove for the preparation of outdoor meale., It
is & splendid structure, built of native stone in softly tinted, gray, pink
and yellor shades of color, cut and laid up in massive, harmoniously blended
blocks, all done in Gallo's moet masteriul Sﬁyle. At this same time,.the
traveling construction znd repalr crew, rewnlaced the light, worn tebles and
Lenches with new ones, subs£antially mede from heavy, kmotty-pine material, cut
to specifications, and skillfully put together so that the table tops may be
removed and stored under shelter during the freq uently long show periods.

In the Fall of 1937, material was assembled for the construction of
a ciretakerts cottage, and the building was practically completed before winter
set in, This well built cottage is situated above the higinay, commanding a
view of the park ares znd its apnroaches. The resident caretaker looks after
the nork in the summer monthe and works with the snow removal crews in the
winter.

The citizens of south Umatilla County are prouc of the state pork
they vere instrumental in naming, and they foregather there on muny occasions
to make merry and enjoy its comforts and conveniences amidst the soughing pines,
where there are broad, wleayping outlooks, tnat are particulaorly charming in the
soft waning light of the clear summer evenings.

A side from the improvements in the picnic area and its immedizte sur-
roundings, the only other development has been the roadside clean up and {ire
nazard reduction for the protection of the beautilful park forect that is trav-
ersed by the highway from pork end to park end. It is another. delightiul, Blue
Mountain srea that fills a commmity need Tor a cool, pleasant gathering place

of the neighboring people. A place thot chould be perpetuated and continually
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improved to keep alive the memory of those who died within and near its
confines, while helwing to nrotect the lives and homes of Umatilla County
citizens, when besieged by those misgvicded wafriors o sought thelr des-
truction, but instezd, they wrote finis to Indian uprisings in the once
extensive Oregon Country, whoze white citizens, here and there, had so
frequently beea embattled by these or other'resentfullnatives, who saw
thair lands being teken from them, and their chesen way of living fagt dis~
appearing in the spoedy advance of a civilization whose portents they could
not comprenend, nor could +they adept themselves Lo the rapid casnges so
rudcenly a nd imperiously imposed upon them, without leaéership or opror-—
tunity for prepuration to meet them.

Originally intended to nreserve to posterity a roadside forest,
the Babtle Hountain oark splendidly meete this ecsential requisite. In
nddition there is the fortunate circumstonce of its having beside the nigh-
yay o natural perk site of such intrinsic beauty, thet it has been developed
into & well eguisved, well liept picnic area and summer playgrounc, beride
being nrovided with a suitable, warm shelter for those who indulge in winter
sports, making it an  ample cnd comfortable, all the year around recrentional
urea for the apprecictive communities it serves, without lmmediate need of
additional improvements to meet visitor retuirements.

It iz a splendid park setbing that is well ada?ted to its ucers
needs, which it will fulfill for = long time to come, without Tear of heing

alarmed by the terrifying yells of predeotory Indians agzin on the warpath.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Because of incres=sing attendwunce, more tablss should be
provided. Many groups visit the park and cne long table should be
proviced for these groups. Additional latrine service should be
esteblished; the srounds arcund the caretaker!s house should be
landscaped: a garage built. The forest area north of the park
should be clearded up to lecsen the Tire hzzard to the puric as a
whole. Just to the north of the plenic area is un open area.

Thie chould be reforested. Battle Holntain park is a cool refuge
te the valley people of Pendleton and Pilot Rock. It should always
be xept in 100 per cent perfection.

If the state ever builds overnight cabinsg in +the parks,

Battle Mountain should be one of the first priorities.

/O

State Parks Superintendent
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