CAPE ARAGO STATE PARK
A
RENAMED
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
\ DISCOVERY

The Capc Arago State Park is situated on the Cape Arago promon—
tory, some fifteen miles south of North Bend. It is described as being
in Lots 1 and 2, Section 19, and the N% Nw%_ Section 20, Township 24
South, Rangc 14 West, Willamettc meridian, in Coos County, Oregon, con
taining 134 acres. a gift to the State from Lola G. and Louis J. Simpson
the deed date June 1, 1932. The tract adjoins Shore Acres State Park:
both boing portions of the formqr Simpson estate.

In J. 8. Diller s -omprehensive description of the Coos Bay
Guadrangle published by the United States Geological Survey some years
ago, ho says: "The Cape Arago uplift 1s a rogion of eclevated terracos,
or elevated beaches Thoy are well disvlayed about the mouth of Coos Bay
and the hill of Sevon Devils, e¢sperially upon its seaward slopc. The first
terrace about 60 feet above the prosent soa level, is woll displayed be-
twocn Yokam Point and Cape Arzmo. The slope of the hill north of Cape Arago
is like a giant stalrcase. Tho soa cliff, at the foot of whirh the prosent
beach nowllics, is at that point about 80 fcot in height, and is capped by =
terracc at least 207t yards in width At its castern limit runs a stecp
slope, an ancicnt sea «1liff, which is capped by a sceond terrare, and so up-
ward by a successlon of steps and terraces of ancicnt beaches extend to the
top of the hill. Above 800 feet the benches arc less distinct, altho they
may be detected about the summits of the highcst peaks near the sca.

hAn old trail to the Randclph mines at the mouth of Whiskcy Run
{seven miles south of Caps Arago) followed the coast from the mouth of Coos

Bay. Travel was easy on the first dbroad terrace of the clevated beaches.



but bolow that point for 2 miles the coast is cut by numerous deep

ravines cn o steep slope, and the sca dashes against the high cliffs. The
name of this rugged feature, the Soven Devils, aroso from the difficultiocs
it imposed vpon the early traveler.

"The geologiral meps of this Folio exhibit the distribution of
cleven formations of which nine are sedimentary and two igneous.

"Chert - The chort of this quadrengle, which is Eoubtfully assigﬁed
to the Crotereous period, is compact, hard and highly silicoous. It closely
resembles some forms of flint and jasper ... The rocks of the Eo cne
period in this region have been called the Arago formation;'but in this
quandrangls they are grouped into two formations. %he Pulsski and Coaledo.
These formations ocrupy almost thc wholc of the Coos Bay region. They are
composod generally of sandstone snd shales which are especially well oxposed
near the mouth of Coos Bay and at Cope Arago, vherse they contain Cordita
planicostz and numorous othor characteristic foséils Along the coast for
two miles east of Coos Bay Lizhthousc the Cosledo beds dip castword at an
angle of azbout 70 degrees . ..

Quoting from "Bullotin No. 1k-C Vol. 1 Coos, Curry and Douglas
Countles" issucd in 1940 by the "Dopartment of Geology and Minoral Indus-
tries" in the Coss County chaptor. under the caption Geoleogy we rcad:
"The geology of a large part of Coos County has boen mapped by Diller
( '01-'03 ). Thc younger dcposits arc marine sands and alluvium in the
valleys, with somo streem tomres. The marinc sonds cover about 50 squarc
miles, oxtending north ... from the south county line for about 22 miloes,
with widths varying from one to four miles  Then sands arc exposcd at
elevations varying from se: level up to 1500 foot as o result of an up-

1ift of the coastal irnd arca.



"Next in age to these beach deposits is the Empire formation of
the Miocene age. consisting of sandstones and shales.

"The generally mountainous Oregon coast is bordered in places by
coastal plains that range from a quarter of a mile to 4 miles or more in
width and are mostly less than 100 feet high. One consists of lowlands...
the other is a group of slightly elevated marine terra-es.

"In addition to these terraces a remarkable series of marine benches,
the result of a Pleistocens submergence described by Diller, appears at
intervals between sea level and an altltude of 1500 feet...".*

The CapelArago park, off the main routes of travel. is reached from
elther North Bend or Coos Bay (City), over State Highway 240, thru Empire
and Charleston thence on to the Shore Arres and Cape Arago parks, the
latter named after the told promontory it ocrupies. which was charted and
named as Cape Gregory in 1778. The crest of the park road is approximately
five hundred feet above the sea, about the same elevation as the picturesquely
gteep, sea worn cliffs of the extremely rugged and dseply gulched, Seven
Devils uplift, which faces the ccean just south of the nark area.

®n the crest of the promﬁntory the park road divides. To the left it
circuitously es-ends a short distence to the raretakers cottage. To the
right it des:ends to the attractive, grassed pi:nic grounds on the low.
shoreland extremity of the -ape near the sca edge of a quite wide, long
gince ©rean made tesrrace resting about sixty feet above ths turbulent sea.
'From.year to year this terra e is graduelly being undermined by winter
storms, without any greet change in its overall appearan e, altho a few
tables have been moved back sinre they were firsit placed in 1537

This delightful "land s-end" has thres open embayments, designated

* '"Pardee - 3% L-p"



in their sequenre as North Cove, Middle Cove and South Cove, ea h having a
beach of its own.

The park road des-ends the foreland and makes a wide cir le a
ghort distance away from the individual pirnic area of ea h cove and its
ad jarent beach. all easlly rearhed over short foot trails for the present,
all.have adequate tables a comparable number of outdoor stoves, a good water
supply and centralized sanitary facilities

- South Cove has the longest and widest beach and is the most popular

for bathing by reason of being the best sheltered from the ool northwest
winds that ocragionally plague all the Pacifis Coast in summer. Off shore
there is an array of rorks and vcefs, protruding or awash, where sea mammals
frequently disport, and the sea birds clamor noisily about their fishings
while there i1s always the crhance of observing one or more whales in the
offing sometimes quite near

This is the only elevated roastal state park on the Oregon shore
with its approach road first tourhing a high headland, commanding wonderful
seascapes and extraordinary scashore views before reaching such an vnusually
picturesque group of pirnic areas earh overlooking its own beached rove
from an ancient, sea formed terra ¢ created after the rugged Scven Dsvils
uplift rose from the o san depths to become an impeding menare to those who
first endeavored to travel the coast line some eighty or ninety years dgo,
and unwittingly berame enmeshed in 1ts many difficulties and perils. It
1s 8tiil a ~hallengec to highway engineers who desire the achievement of a
shorter road dire tly along the ocean shore

Eistory. Spanish navigators sailing from Mexico in the carly half
of the sixteenth century were the first to identify by latitude and longi-

tude perhaps rrudcly. any vortion of the now Oregon coast In ths latter
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half of the eighteenth rentury English and American vessels, following
Spanish ships, rearhed farther north. Among them was an English one 1in
command of Captain James Cook who on Mar h 12, 1778, sighted a high pro-
montory which he named Capec Gregory. in honor of the saint of that name

and date He recorded the latitude and longltude, but learned nothing of
the dark, green shore land beyond the ken of the long telesrope with which
he ascanned the trecs of the thickly wooded shores. Pondering the dangers
that would peril his vessel should he venture nearer, he fled the atern for-
bidding roast and sailed on to further discoveries.

At this time he. and othar European mariners were secling the mythi-
~al ”Stra;ts of Anian’ , the "Great Rivel of tho Weet" was only an Indian
legend and the word "Orepon” was not yet in the lexicons.

The saints name applied to this park forceland by Captain Cook was
lost when the U. S. 5. Ewing, In rommand of William P. McArthur, made the first
survey of the Oregon roast in 1857 and rensmed it Cape Arago  The origin of
this namz is somewhat wncertain. On page 53 of his "Orogon Geographic
Names", Lewis A M Arthuwr in commenting upon the origin of the word "Arago";
states it was "possibly named after Dominique Fran:ois Jean Arago. = French
Physirist and Geographor” by Captain M Arthur or one of his officors. Other-
wise this particular section of Orugon's shoure land seems to be singularly
dofi icnt in early related versonal history, notewcrthy incidents of settle-
ment or even mention of its physical features, outsido of geological rircles,
eXuépting cxecrations upon the Ciffirulty of travel over any pars cof the
Seven Devils uplift  This corpelled land travelers moving up or down the

-oast to avold its fastnosses, for the longer. but much easier, Cocuille

-

River - Coos Bay route when seclilng the golden sands of thc bearhes cor ad-

Jjacent uplifted benchos 5f these localities in the 1350-185Y derazdos.
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In 1853, "some half breed Indians .. found abundance of gold in the
black sand at the mouth of Whiskey Run. ." (scven miles south of Cape Arago).
"They worked these placers somewhat, finding gold in very fine parti:les

gometlmes there being hardly a color but at others it was not un-
common to get eight or ten dollars from a pan full of dirt. Thesc men
sold their rlaim in the summer of 1853 to the Macnamara brothers who worked
it with exccllent results The total yield of this claim was said to have
been a $100,30%. ... A town sprang up at Whiskey Run and speedily be:ame
a place of importanre, containing saloons restaunrants storcs, lodging
houses e¢tc in large numbers. The placc was named Rindolph.l . . after a
few months of active work the mines lost prestige and soon sank out of
sight.. ". 2

This bricf period of mining activity was marked by quite sorious
troubles with the hostile Coquille Indians 1lgrgely due to overt acts by
unscrupulous camp followers rather than the hard working minere struggling
for a golden fortune

Attendanre. Although situatod away from the main routes of travel,
the number of people reporited by the carctakers ag visiting the Cape Arago
park is quite swrprising and indicatcs its popuiarity with thc poople of
the neighboring surroundings and their vigiting fricnds. Group asscmblies
seem to be a feature of this park attendance.

The amnual records of the park attendanre are listed as submitted

by park caretekers since 1939 and on down to October 31, 1S47, oxrepting

1 The present Randolph is located on the Coquille River, some four or five

milecs southeast of the mouth of Whiskey Run.

2 Wallings history of Coos County



the yoars 1943 and 1944 when the roast defonsc forces were in complcote
control of_Oregon 8 occan froﬁt. In those years they ocrupicd and exclusively
dominatod the elevated Cape Arago forcland, which rommanded a swéeping view
of the southerly sea approach to tho jJjottied entrance of Coos Bay a thecn
highly important port for the shipment of lumbor to our for-cs, and thcir
allies battling for supremacy of the islands and waters of thc Asiatir
coast.

A summary of these, eostimated  attendance records as submitted by

the succecssive rarctakers for the years of record follow:

Yoar - HNo. of Care - No. of Poraong (Three per car)
1938 - 12,943 - 38,82¢

1839 - 15 458 - 45 374

18k - 15,904 ~ 47,712

19k . 20 508 - 61 84

lgh2 - 2,77 - 8,127 g

1943 - - - - Defensc rontrol
19}_“_‘_ _ _ . _ L n

1945 - 4 120 - 12,387

1chs - 21,712 - $5,136

1967 - 1k 22; - b2 581 To Qctobor 31, only.
Totals: 10" 69~ 323,070

Imprrovements. The Cape Arago State Park improvements werc a Civi-
lian Consorvation Corps project, and the work was done by C.C.C. per-
sonncl, cxcept' when a skilled mochanic was ocrasionally cmployed for some
particular job Like all similar projects, plans wore prepared on the
ground by the supervisory staff, submitted to S. H. Boardman Statc Parks
Superintendent for his considoration, then forwarded to thc Region Four
office of the National Park Service in San Francisco to be pessed upon
by the technicians of that offi-e before any cleoment of its development
was undertaken. The field inspectors then followed the work projerts thru

to completion, to insure the jobs being dono in accordance with the plans



and prescribed standards of roﬁstruction.

The work dore in this park was arcomplished in the fourth. sixth,
ninth and tonth C.C.C. work periocds during the winter months of the years
1¢34 to 1¢37 when snows rroecludod operatioﬁs in the high land arcas.

The work a-complishcd was the park road and tirails, Tire breaks.
firc hazard redurtvion, cloaring the vpicnic arcas, setting up tebles and

stoves,; »roviding a water system and the ere tion of a carctakcr's cottage.

H UL llvno ille

Docomber & LG4y W. A. LANGITLLE



CONCL.USTON;

Of the entire Parific oast from British Columbia to Mexiro it
is believed the Oregon shore,. as viewed from its paralleling coast high-
way, has the most varied and colorful general scenery, and th most pir
TurresqQuely spectacular physical features of this whole roast line dis-
tance.

Téo, these srenic features of today have an added interest when
they are tourhed by historical records of early events or perscnal
episodes; comnected with the discovery of the general area or particular
plare they ocrupy The sovnthern Oregon coast is enri hed by the sixteenth
century re'drds of Spanish sxplorers who perilously voyaged in small crudely

onstructed vessels, often without derks poorly rigged and inadsquately
provisioned for protracted voyages in su-h unseaworthy craft, that were
driven, élmost_unrontrolled, before the winds they encountered whether
favorable or adverse, along the shores of California reaching southern
Oregon latitudes and naming some of 1ts headlands before San Francisco Bay
was discovered. Even Sir Francis Drake ig reputcd to have anchored the
"Golden Hind" in Cheteo Cove on June 5, 157G before this great bay was
known Yet these authentic re-ords were long antedated by legendary
Indian tales of vessels cast upon the shores that were manned by 'dark
bearded" men.

The latter half Qf the eighteenth centu-y was also highly important in
Cregon's written, ocean-side history, when English and Ameriran vcessels
also crulsed these waters  Among them was an English vessel in command of

Captain James Cook, who on Mai"h 12 1778, sighted and named Cape Gregory



v

(now Cape Arago) while on an exploring expedition along the Pacifi:. Coast.
At thls time he and other Eurowcan mariners were cagerly secking the mythical
"Straits of Anlan’ then supposed to connert the Atlantic and Parific o cans
and providc a much shorter route from Eurove to castern Asia arross North
America At this time it docs not seem incredible that the wistful dream
of such straits should have persisted, when the "Great River of the West”
was s8till unknown and the word "Oregon” was not in use.

0f intercst at the moment is the nature-s ulptured promentory which
roge from the seca ages ago a8 part of the Suven Devile uplift, and has re-
tained the scme bold outlines that so msny years ago -aunght the eys of Cap-
tain Cook and promoited its naming after Saint Gregory, in honor of ths saint
of that day only to be lost in the events of later years. Now it is the
frontispicce of two fine paris. easily rea hed by automobiles over a good
graveled road which rises almost to the highest Doint bofore descending to
the picturcsgue pi:nic arcas, grouped at its near gca level oxtromity. and
the alluring beaches.

Despitc their isolation from the main routcg of travel the records
show thesc perks arc visited by a sweprising numbor of fricndly pcople who
assemble in the pirnic arcas to enjoy tho outlooks, rclax on the bearh sands
watch the sca 1life, with whales occasionally lifting in the offing or per-
hapg vicwing with intorcst a flget of small Tishing rraft, riding at anchor
in South Cove, while secking a rospite from the tedlum of the outside scas

The: Cape Arago Park was originally planncd to bo gtrirtly an ocean-
gide park featuring the wide panorami vicws from its clevated forcland and
the plsasing, facilitated pirnic areas on the marge of the sca at its lower
oxtremity.

Whilc this orilginal -oncent of Cape A-zgo par’. still portains and



therc 18 room for its further developments, the addition of the adjoining
Shorc Acres park, places practi-ally all of the promontory and its.adjaccnt
shore land, under rompletc contirol of the parlks department thereby widening
the opportunity for their future expansion and use,; either individuwally or in.

croordination with one another.

Earl? Chinese. As & general rule. when people think of the early
occupation of the Parifilc coast of the North Amcricas,; they assume it be-
gan with the Spanish settlements of Mexiro and Central America which took
placs In the early part of the sixteenth contury and moved northward in the
later years. Bince that period the written history has been conne: tedly
continuous and there is 1ittle thought. or general kmowledge of any written
record of cvents previous to that time.

In "A History of California: The Spanish Period," by Charles E.
Chapman, Ph. D., on page 23 . we read "There is murh gonerdl avidencc that
Chincac must have reached the wostern shores of ﬁhc Ameri-as and produccd an
effert on the 1life of the inhaditants. It is said that therc ars among the
Indisns meny traditions of recognizably Chincsc origin and also linguistic
affinities, notably so in the Pugot Sound -ountry ° And. leaving out the
cultural features of Mexiro and Contral Ameri a with thoir Chinesc impli-
rations he further states on page 24. "Thorc arc actual remains, howcvor,
to prove a likelihood, and almost a certainty, of Chincesc appcarsnces on our
Pacifi: coast in the very distant pagt. In the roursc of excavations ancient
Clincuse inplcments and coins have becn found ... A Chinesc bronze fan, with
ancicnt Chinese chararters was found at Victoriz, British Columbia and at a
place called Casgiar in the samc province some brass coins werc uncarthad
sald to be over thres thousand years old.”

Commonting further, is the remark "The onc thing la-king to prove
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Chinese vizlts to this coast has heen incontrovertible litcrafy evidence.
However; he cites documentary Chinesc history indicating thero werc Oricntals
in the "Kingdom of Fusang" a2s early as 458 4. D. From its descriptions.
"Fusang" is supposed to have bsen California or Mexico  On page 25, Mr.
Chapman says 'Much more eviden-e might be given bdbut it is porhaps already
sufficiently rleoar thﬁt Hvui Shan hed indecd visited Mexico®

Barly Sponish and Engligh. Chapman 8 studics indicate that botwoon

1528 and 153 . Alozr Nunez made his way a ross the continent from Tampa. Bay,
Florida to Cnliccen Mexico, whore he axrived in 1530. In June 1542
" Cabrillo sailed from Nawidad (o Nutividod, duc wost of Mexico City) for tho
north. Csabrilio dicd and Bartoiome Forrelo assumed commend. On Mar-h 1
1543 (acrording to their observations), the ship reached the Mith parallel
of latitude but was ﬁgain drivon back by storms. With the crews ill from
grurvy . and worn out by unrcmittent toil he roturned to Navidad on April 1L,
1543. This wee tho first Spanish visit.to either the Californizor Orogon
rocat.

Also, from the Chapman history. pagc 10 we learn that Sir Firancis

Drakce lzft England in Novowbes 15 7,

’

at the hoad of a flect of five chips.
with 124 men  The “Polican”;-lqter alled the “Goldon Hind“; of one hun-
dr2d tons burden. with claboratoly fittod offi c¢rs quartors was the largest,
and the only one to rgach the Parific all the others worc lost. He loft
Guatalro Mexico on Ap-il 15, 15?9, and is supposed to have anchored in "Chotko!
Gore on Junc 95,; thoir farthoet north pesition then returned south to Drake s
Bay. in California and en-horod thore on Junc 17 remaining until July 23
"In truth, herc wos the first "New Fngland" in No: th America not

alono in the namo Nova (Nuw) Albion, which Drake appliecd, but also in the

deliberate intent then and thorcafter to create a groat Engliish cmpire in the
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Amoriras around the nucleus of Drake's California distoveries. The plan
failed to mature, ... However, "The story finds a logiral placc in the great
wor;d cvents of the sixtcenth -entury"

Following thesc cvonts was Vizcaine s‘voyago in 1502 1673 when hc
nared Cape San Sgbastian after which there werce no Spanish explorations on
this coast north of Califo:nia;‘for one hundrpd gixty years, or morc, until
the appoaran:e of Porez in 1/74 Hecate in 1774 and agalin in 1?75 when he
noted "svidonce of the mouth of a agrcat ri*cf”. Bodega alao rruised the
Oregon Coast in 1775 with English and Ameri: ans following in numbers o few
years later

By that time the greatness of Spoin wos declining, and when Cook
named Cape Gregory in 1779, Spain no longer dominated the Pa-ific, nor its
trade routes to the Philippincs or the Oricnt. The English wore cstablished
in what is now British Columbic and the Russians who had loanded in Alasko in
1741 had quictly pushcd along to the Farallonc s. in front of the Golden
Gate, by 1812 sgix ycars aftcr Lewis and Clark had left Fort Clatsop
These stratogic islands were ylelded to the United Statcs after California
was acquired from Spain in 1847. An cvent that orcurrcd somc four years
after the first overland, moss sottlcr migration to Orogon.

The pre.eding. guoted remarks anent the Chinesc, or other orientals,
who occupied ot lcast a portion of the North Amovi'as of both high and low
latitvdes, toen or morc coenturies ago arc an anricnt, but wholly rolcvant
and intorcsting backsround for 211 the roastal state parﬁs of Orcgon

Particularly portinent are the reforcenscs to “certain liﬁguistir
affinitice"” of the neighboring Puget Sound notives to tho Chinesc language.

and‘also the finding in British ¢ lumbia of Chincsc bronze or other metal



arti-lee in Victoria, and Chincse coins in the Cassiar gcction of this province,

allegedly three thousand yeavs old. Thesc stetements zive us a new and specu-

lativc perspc: tive of what moy really be the ecariy history of the Pucifilc coast.
The: quoted Chinesc histoiy records regording ”Fusang“j ns described

by the Buddhist priest "Hwui Shan"”. when he rcturned to China in 4% A. D.,

are indeed intriguing and probably relate to the ¢arly Central Amcrica

peoples who built temples and inscribed their inds=cipheorablce writings, long

before they wore pillaged by Spanish ~onquistadors sccking tvroasure.

WA L fﬂ&%ﬂ

Docember 4% 1947 W. A. LANGILLE



CAFE ARAGO

Recommendations

Reforestation is the major betterment for the park. Post gugwd
rail should be repla’ed with rock. Pi nic tables should be added to

the present areas.
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May 7, 1948 S. H. Boardman

State Parks Superintendent



