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CAPE. ZEBASTIAN STATE PARX
and
COSEQLIDATED FOLEST WATSIDES

Ca pe Sebastian State Peri is situated on the Oregon Coast
dighway, the north end of its recentl] concolidated vortion being entered
at Mile Post 256.87 and its south.end is left at Mile Post 359,52, The
highway enters the north side of the Cetached Colvin tract at Mile TPost
355,17, cuts acrose the northeast corner, then irregularly skirts ite east
glde a helf mile or so, with a half mile gap before touching the north side
of the consolidated portion. The monumented park road entrance is ut Mile
Bost 358.22, seven ond a half miles south of Gold Beach and twenty nine and
a half miles north of Brockings.

The several trocts which have been combined and collectively
degignated as Cape Cebastien State Park are located as follows: In Section
36, Toqnship 37 South of Range 15 Vest and Section 1, Towmshin 38 South of
Range 15 Yest, deed date Ceptember 5, 1925; in Section 31, Towmship 37 South
of Renge 14 West, deed date Hovember 20, 1930; in Section 31, Toimshin 37
South of Range 14 iest, deed date February 10, 1931; in Section 36, Towmship
37 South o Range 15 Weet, deod dates December 10, 1934 end Jarnuary 22, 19353
in fection Z1, Towmshiyp 27 South of Renge 14 dest, deeddote Ma v 14, 1936:
in Section 30,.Township 37 Bouth of Range 14 West, decd dote July il, 1936, v o
and the detached Colvin troci in fections 19 znd 30 in Towvmship 37 South
of Range 14 ‘lect and in Cection 24, Tommship 37 South of Reange 15 West,

deed date October 12, 1940, all Willz mette Meridian, in Curry County,



Orsgon, conlaining a total of 1,058 acres, which includes five forest
waysides, u;01113u, orr made & nurt ol the originsl Cape Cebastian
Statg Park.
PHYSIOGRAPHY

Nearly oll of the park area lies between the ldghray and the
geashore. The terrzin is rough and broken, with dmgp, steep cided, water
worti gidenes, very irregulariy pﬁtterned. There 18 no extent of level
lané in the entire arec, and few ridges of continuity, as indicated by
bhe many, shorp highray curves. Fronting the ocean, much of the ares is
open girass lend, while the background, rising in places to well over seven
hwmcéred feet, 1s quite generally, heevily forested. There are no wobter
courses of size or consequence.

The ouﬂstagding topographic feature, and chief point of interest
of the entirc parlk, is Cape Sebastia n itself. This famous point is

approached by o well oiled road which lesves the highwoy where the monument
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stands and circuitously reaches within o fow hundred feet of the cape
gamait which is easily attoined over o wrell graded feoot trail. The road
is of fair width, steep in pleces, but antirely scfe, if used with a neasure
of cautlen.
This bald, spectacular promontory, vising dircecetly from tinc san-—
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shore to an clevation of six mmdred ninety four feet (U.S.C. & G.S,),

is the highest shore line eminencs of the Cuvry County Coact, excepting
Humbug Mountain. Also, other thon the high point on the Coast Highway oz it
rounds Heah-Kah-ilic Mountain, it 1s the most asccesgsible, high level and wide
rongs view point oif the entire Oregen coast. The view from the top of this

elevated promontory is o magnificent one. There are visible miles and miles

of Curry County's exceptionally picturesque
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coast and rhoreland, northward as fox &g Cape Blanco, with the high
pyramidal form of umbug Mountain looming largely in Lhe ricturs, ond
southward it is on intensely interesting penorama to and beyond the

Orcgon line to Califorpia's Point £t: George. Dabséd in the crash and
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wash of the unrelenting wavero of the onen oceen *hat tear at the foot
of its seaward zlope, it has been undermined until it is =lmost o
sneev nrecipice, mowm only to the winging birds, ite face continually
rolling dowmn io the dspths ag it is raveled and wastad by wind end r

The immediate surroundinge on the land side ore nleasing
open ridges ond slopes which lend o sense of cxpansive freedom.

The norta ené of this headland zlco has Texture: of intercst.
Year its ton is o sheer cliff, lower down it is marked by the presence
of @ ma ss of immenre blocks of tazlus rock tant ssem tc have been
shalien down by some convulsion of nature, pernapns a remote earthguale.
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flumbers of these cre ten or even twenty feet in their greatest dimen-

sion, chinked with rock ané debris in places where suruce and hemlock

trees have found a foothold and growm to be thick of trunk, with
dense, depregsod and spreading coowns, somé giagle, in groups of iwo,
three or more, sometimes a dozen, allording chelter from the ofteon
sharp winds.

Deneatin some of the larger blocks of itone, early zhorigines
apnerently found shelter. Thic is evidenced by the smoke blacicened
overhang and the prezence of pelagian kitchen middens, possilly of
neolithic 2ge, as they ore now two hundred feet or more cbove the
present seashore. From the top of thc ridge, nior where the naric road

ends, o groded foot trail begins, descending come four ndred feet,



vetical distamce, dovn the iteep side of s deep deprecsion, tnen lsode
into the talus 1"oc}: where the improvised shelter and kitchen middens vere
found. Here is an opportunity for the archeologist wnd geologist to de~
termine the period in which these shell fish eators uced thie primerdial
shelter, now two hundred feel above the sea. Altho the sboriginal se-
coast dwellers who subsisted on shell fish were not given to carrying
their foed ony great distance from the murge of the ses, there is nothing
to indicste that they did not ot this lecation. It ieg slso g uite nozsible,

a5 1n other places, that the shore land has been uplifted from ite ascisnt
level since the shell was cast aside.

ihile there is no great mass of shell refuse, there is more
than enougi: to dissipole the thot that 1ts site was the temporary hideout
of renegade nativeo during tihe Indicn troubles of the 1850's.

To the Horth of where the trail enters the tulus, the grass
slope descends steeply iuto a lcep depression that drops away tc the sea
level, its opposite side rising agein, to become a rough, wooded surface
that ie, for a short dictonce, out of the porik area. The amall band of
elk thot freguent the Buena Vista State Park, also ravge here and on into
the Cape Sebastian areq, wvhere they are cuite often ssen from the anex
of the nark road, or other pﬁints in the vicinity.

From the ronze-capped triznguliation point at the to of the
cape, a “oobt troil follows the crest of the crumbling,-knife—edge ridge
that leads soutivard. The ceaword side has o few living soruces, but
most of thew have been fire xilled. Similarly they mark the gradual
cescent of the trail for a quarter mile or so, tihen the ridge broadens

out and rslls away stseper and steeper ending at Hunter Cove. 'Then the

ridge breadencs, the troil trendes toward tlie oceon, down thru a grove of



{ire stricken suruce of good cize, some alive, some dying, otaers dcad
and dowm, soon to enter a thrifty growth of sapling lodgepole pine, then
switch-backs domn the cide of the pine clad slope, to touch the brink of
& sea worn chasm and on dom to & most Aelightful, nearly flat, surfoce
of an acre or lwo, with a covering of grass and lovw shrubbery, that is
water bound én t.ree sides.
On ite nortierly side ig the narrcow, picturesque, wave irorn

chasm, twenty to thirty feet wide and upwards of tue mundred feet long,

into which the incoming szas drive with fascinating fury, only to be
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beaten back by the almost perpendicular ¢liff thaob marks its end, and
sullenly retreat in a smotner of foah for o new onslaught with eocch re-
curring wave. The outer, occen side ig @ exposure of ncked, sloping
roeck from the chamn southward to the hook noint. Midwey on this front
ip an easily spproached "spouting horn', that emits weird, stortling
blasto, frequently of halr raising intensity when cloge by. 4 long the
land edge of this bored rcck is a fringe of thick based snruces, limted
to the ground with vousually long, heavy branchss that fend thi: ocean
winds. Rounding the jutting, hooked rock point to the south side of
this small but charming park rctreat, is the, comperatively, quiet water
of Hunter Ceve which is aartially cheltered by Hunter Island, lying four
or five hundred yards, southusard from bhe shore of the point, its almost
flat, grass covered surfice of thirty or fofty acres, rising one hundred
tlhirteen Teet dbove tide.

Leaving this small pork area aad following the rerimeter of the cove
eastuard, the ridge end rises to a steep point, o trickle of water flows
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Trom o hilleide spring, the point ic pussed und the shore rounds to a
1

{ind beach, where a smoll stream crosses and discharges into the cove.

Thie beach is s8z2id to yield clams and the cove hos a reputation .- <+
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for its sea fishing and its muny crabs of size and quality. Unfortunctely there
are no boats available in the near vicinity.

Sheep graze on the open slopct of the pork land between the sea-
shore and the highway.

POREET:

The paric forest is made up of the ususl cosst conifers, Deuglas fir,
Grand or Wnite fir, Lodgepole pine, ifestern Red cedar, an occagional Port Orford
cefur and Jlestern yew. There ere also Tanbark oak, Laurel (Myrtle wood),
Medrona, Broadleaf maple, Cottonwood, Alder, #iliow and Chinquapin. The Dougles
fir is the deominant trze and the one most commonly used for lumber and fuel. This
trce attains good size, but is generally limby, and the lumber procuct is mostly
low grade materisl, but enough uppers arc obtained for loccl use. Splendid
specinens of myrtle and tenbork osk are to be seen in this group of parks,
but there are nu outstanding groves of either of thesc two species.

There are many t?il, stately firs and spruces of large diameters,
and those with the admixture of other varicties of conifers and varinsus indigen—
sus hardwoods, prosent s wayside forest of high present and Tuture sylvam
value, sthich provides an essential, stobilizing forest covor that gives needed
support to the steep and clippery, shule nillsides. Denudation of these readsides
would  be deplorable from sn esthetic point of view, and most wfocrtunzate for
the care and maintenance of the highway.

In the spring ond eorly swammer the Curry County rosdsides boast
soveral flowering shrubs. The most conspicuous being the colorful rhododendron
with its abundance bf richly hued blocsoms. Thege nre hrecgled by the sweet
scented, native azalea and the delicately perfumed ceancthus, commonly called
blue lilac. Some of the finest spceimens of the latter are particularly

plentiful along the forested



cection of the highioy in the Cope Cebastien park, a chort distance south
of the pork monument, rhere they z2re of exceptionsl vize and richly flouered
with their sweet scentealblossoms.
Spring comes early slong the Curry County coast ang, early in this
oscn, the open Cane Seboastian srea ie every where flowered with wild
iris. The firset ones apnesr in the sheltered gulches thot ave opon to
the southwrect, later wherever the sumsidne ic at all -rolonged. Soen,
ther vre abuadant in all their attroctive hues whiech ronge from o deli-
cate lavender toc 4 deep blue.
The varictles of herbaceous flowers growing along the coast line

are neithsr so pumberous, nor so attractive ae the inland flovers and those

present are ecilipscd by the mere atiractive native flovering shrubs which
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eem to attsin perfection in the soll ond climate of this locality.

It is worthy of note, viwt in the extreme south end of the cowmty,
there iz a resurgence of 5 former rosperous bulb growing industry thot
ig reaching an unprecedented volume and yielding almost unbelievable re-
turns to a section of the etute thot preosperity for too long had passed by.
IMPROVEMENTS

The improvenments in this nirk areo wers the work of CCC forcer,
onerating from tie Gold Bzach camp locaved at the southern sutslkirts of
the tovm. It wos the Tirst stote nuxrt COC camp devoted exclusively &
gtote pori development.

The camp wae built in October, 1923 onc occujied in the Second
Pericd, October 15, 1953 to April 15, 19324, ofter moving cowm from Crater
Lake in time to cscape the early snows of the highlends. Like all state
park camps, it wes operated under the dirseticn of the San Francisco

Office of the Haetional Parik Service, -indch =xercised suocrvisicn over
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all the plans and also the conduct of the sork =erformed.

The comp wos moved o fVetn on the Columbia River at the end
of the Second Pericd wd returncd to Geld Beach ot the beginning of the
Fourth Period in October 1934. At the end of this period the comp wzs
closed and Ciscontinued.

The aajor improvements in the grouped Cape Sebastisn area
were as followgs  Forest improvement, 244 acres; five haztrd reduction,
roacsicde, 35 miles; fire hazard reduction, other, 96 acrec; fire breasks,
0.4 miles; lendscaping, wndif erentieted, 11 acres; land °ca;¢ng, roadoide
22 miles; foot traile 1.6 miles; monument and sign, 1 only; pesi road,
0.8 miles; teed collection, conilers, 62 bushels; seed collection, hard-
uosds, 442 pounds and tree planting 100 zcres, more or lees.

Tois tree planting wog of Port Orford cedar, with a few pines,
on the open land adjacent to the cape, It iz believed that none survived.
GRAZING:

Between the ocean sicde and the highway there is an expense of

grass land wherc sheep arc allowed 4o pasture. Sheep husbandyry is en
unobtrusive, but highly impertant industry in this county ond cpen park

lance suitable for grozing have bLroen lescod at nominal pums.

(/ A Bz
We A, Longille
"Gtate Pask Hibtorian

May 8, 1944
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CAPE SESLSTIAL STATE PARK

FUTURE THPROVELIHTS

Picnic facilities should be provided (2 tobles) on the svuth-
west corher of the mark where there is o nerrow flot bench bordering
the ccoen. Twe tobles should be constructed in the rock grotés loecated
in the northwest corner of the waxk. Taess tobloes should be made of
rock.

Soil erosion hws started in a number of pleces in the park.
These schould be stopped by either planting séed or bush materisl. Sheep
pasturage is permitted 1o the park. .Thc number of sheep should be hcld
e the minimum, The remainder of the oark rocds usciled should be

ciled. 4 herd of elk range the 2ork. A game refugs should be estob-
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lished with Myers Creek at its mouth being ite south boundary, thence
east three milec, thence north to its intersection with Hunters Creek,
thence west to the ccean.

Waysides botih north rnd pouth of the work proser nesd cmreful
supervicion Ifrom o weyszide growth condition. Alec [fire protection.

There should be o coretaker ctotioned ot Cepe Sebastian to
core for the nari: and its bordering weysifes — the Cclvin wayside ond
ccean tract, Buena Vista wayside.

A wind protected observetion house should be srected for the
patrens of the pari on tie promontory ot the end of the rosd which

1

overlcooks the ocezn at the edge of the bluffl,
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