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HARRIC BEACH ETATE PAEKR
CURRY COUHTY, ORMGON
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« &, Langille

Harris Beach Stote Park is situated approzimstely Lo miles
north of Brookinge, It was originally o smell, cea marge nork with an
arec. of 17.58 zcres, surchased in 1926, In lLiovember 1941, an nadjoining
tract of 123.40 acres was acquired. This new area horders the erst
and soutl sices ol the original tract sad &1l ig in Soction 36, Township
41 South, Nenge 14 West, Willamette Meridian, with & tot:l of 14l acres.

This addition gives the park three-quorters of a mile of
picturesgue, pleasure giving ocemn froatage, witl beaches, inland, rocks,
biras, and brilliant sunsetsz, that forﬁ a glorious nea ponorams full of
captivating interest in calw or storm. £ bLefltting fenture of the nark
is a rounded, ticeless elevotion which has been acmed Signal Znoll. The
north pexrkx promerty line crosses weil up on the northeact {lani of the
knoll end its outer base is on the seashore, rising to cn estimated three
nundred Teet cbove tide to the anple summit, where the United States Cozst
snd Geodetlc furvey establisiied 2 trispgulation point o few veurs ago.

From the highwoy-level parking space on its south side, 2
switch-back trail, laid on eagy grofes, rowxches to the crest of tne hill,

which commands o eweening view of twenty-four miles of in-curving coast

linc, from Point St. George in Colifornia to the bald, rugged foce of Ca
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Ferrelo. The latier, but two or vives milec to the north of the nurk, was
namec :fter Lortolome VFerrelo, <o 1s given in Lewig A. HeAvthur's, Oragon
Geographical Hames, ""as being o pilot in the expedition of Juon Roderigues

Cabrillo, wiho sailed from Mexico in June, 1542, Cobrillo cank under the

trials of the voyage, .nd Ferrelo .ucceeded him in commancg, who, on Merch



154%, Found himself to be as Ifor north ag the 44th Parallcl. hile there is
little of record to comnect Case Ferrelo with the pilot, it was named in his
honor".

Rising vwrominently a scant hali mile off shere from the bace of

fignal Xnell is humpbaocked Gool Ieland, now a Migratory Bird Refuge, That

1ifts one mndred eigity four feet Trom the sea, overlooking the many odd
snapet rock ielets wad v : that morik the zea front of this locality. In a
mge rock frenting the nicinde area, iz o high clelft, wide ot water level,
tancring steeyls o o shargly cloced =zpics. Thie cothedral ilke, »ocik win-
dow faces the incoming sean almost zquarcly and they chorge thru the oponing
with great violence ond rerfouncing crasies tlut A1l gome day deave the rock
in twain. ‘hen the evening sun is in the vight quarter as it ncars tae
horiwon, the flesl and go of the glsaming sunlight, with the rytim of the
Lift oad £211 of ths thundering ecac, mnwkes a vivid ond oddly wuectacular
marine picture.

Jetirecn thie oresent picenic arec ond  the bace of the knoll, therc

is « snort, smooth, low tide beach of good widith, where small bozte can find
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Tair weatner onchorage. To the south the newly acg uired arca fronts
beach with iﬂterva-.lu of rock snd sond that reach te gome of tue intgresting
imner rocks of the off shove Srousings. One of theoe incleoses a low-tide
srimning pool wacre bhe woter is warmer and there is no ourf. A valusble
vathing sdjunt to any scashore park where children congregete.

The bench land detwesn the bench md the nighmy ig, genorally
ng, comporativaly level, hoes good soil, is odaptable to ony kind of
suriace Gevelopment, and Lhe beach can be made eagily eccecsible from o
mumber of placss,
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Adjoining mand eostunrd from the highany, the pew 2rec 1s Toirly
lovel for o considerobls distance southrard from the aorth propertiy iinc,
s

narroiing toward the scuth cnd of thu troct, wiere there cre frequent rock
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ouiscroprings., WMost of this low-lying land has = covering of chorl, azalea
shmabgs that bloom profuscly in scason. Testerly, the flat gives way to =
gently rising sloone, thai highor up, becomeg more abrupt, its 1ift broken

by two or three horisental strate of light colered rock. Beyond the park
property, 1o an asFending becikground of living forest that reaches brokenly
to the summitc of the coastal hills.

he floral heasuty of the azaleas dominate the scene in
Plowering time, there cve mony other of the lecs consplicuous flowers thet
bloom chbundently vna moke a delightful shoving. Wobably emong thess,
particularly slong the cheltered chore line, are the vall splkes of the
white and gay colored fozglove, with o worlth of the clioys attractive wild
iris, both being very much in svidence in the florzl picturc of the coastal
area,

The parls improvements have not, as yet, been exbendsd beoyond the

original pork ares. Beside the highungy a level, wll graveled poriting smace

o

hes  beon yprovided, from whick the trail to tae top of Signal inoll deports.
A graveled trail leade a chort dishonce te the Fow benched tables ond gingle
stove thaet rest comfortable in the vind-breaking shrublery, near tic edge of
the bank, overlocking shore zad ses. Trom tie tobled apece a dirt troild
winds dow the slope, rounds the seaward side of a aigh pyramical rock and
recciag to the short, vortierly park bsach. Thece improvements werc made by
C.L.C. Forees, memeers of & sice-camp, detailed from the Gold Bezen camp in
Lo 1934-35 weriod, while tempor:rily billeted ot Erookiﬁgs.

Eigual Xnoll can ve counted 2s 2 mo:t veluzile nzeet te this
parik. Itc sumait, vox eesily reocned by a geood foet trall, risces zuseply
from tihe edge of the meo mnd ig sullicicntly elevated to ciford so wncbstructed,
everlosiking view of the suporb, offsicors maritime pancrama, in ofdition to the
interesting coagt line :d shore.ard vievs of the green, foreglbed hills. Some
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CONCLUSIONS

The recent addition to lJarris Beach pori extends the stote—owned
ocesn irent olong ahighly oicturesque shore line, with a nleasing offshore
seascape, dobtitec with islets wd rocke of many shapes ancd forms, some awach,
others rising o nundred feet ov wore above the ebb and {los of the see, mony
of them recsting places for the numerous water<fouwl that f1lit from rock to
lelet and iclet to rotk =z they seek nourisiment Trom the mobthering cea.
Alwaye pleaging, the vlbimatd cherm of this shere line is when the evening
sun is low and the waning doy goes out in a glory of rich, unforictiable
coloring.

On the oumosite cicde of thw highisy, ths comparatively level hench
lora iv an cxbensive field of azaleas that will scme day be threaded mith a
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naze 5 Yoot paths, from the highwoy to the cost border and from end to end,

that visitors may sujoy to the utmest this wvide nrrzy of delightful bloom.
Betwean the highuny and tus  cen at the north end of the pork avea is
an eosily ascended cminence thnt commonds unobstructed viewsn of soa, coast line

v

and inlend hills for milss up =g dowm thisz sslutiforous coast, tlwt is s

a]

peocefully restful in its delightfully primitive surrousdings.

It iz a park of the future, thnat i1l be fully utilized 7hen the
crowde 1 the recreation areus neorer tiae sosulous centers, shell have pushed
Further afield, those who find groater enjoyment in the quiet isolotion of

& charming environment, <here rostful weace Loevaile.



RECONMTH DATIONS

The water rights shoﬁld be permanently secured for a water supnly
for the park, together with an easement for a pipe line, over and across a ny
intervening privste lands, between the water source and the park property,
for the earliest poésible ingtallation of s pipe line, whenever funds and
materials are available.

An observation shel%er should be erected on the crest of Signal
¥noll, whenever circumstzncesg :5.1) permit.

A dditionsl picnic tebles and stoves shonuld be added to thoze al-
ready constructed in the old part of the park. Tsbles and stoves chould be
congtructed in the new part of the park down a long the coast line in .an open
adaptable swale.

Opposite this ewale in the low tide-high tide ares is a natural
ewlmming tonk excavated ouv of s0lid rock by the sea. High tide fills this
tank. The outgoing tide leaves the tank suiteble for bathing purpeses. The
sun and szir warms the woter to ceveral degrees warmer than the ocean water,
The next high tide £illg afresh the Lbeak. Study should be given to tids
Tecture for poscinle betterment.

Some years ago on eflort was mede to have the Commisslon secure
o creage ot the Oregon-Galifornia line for the construction of a joint stove
pari; for geweral development purposes. The project wac wnapproved by the

Commission. In keeping with this state entry park idea the writer . higaly
Pork be planted to netive szaless. To nelke an sselea park unrivaled the

lengtin of the Pocific Cosst line, an entrance way to the state of unforgetizble

mzmory., Lt one time this entire orea was an azalea field. 4 wrevicus owner
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nadr cleared the field of szalecsg for farming purpoges. The arsa can
g¢aslly be brought back to azaleas., The caretalker of Harris Beach and
A zalea Poariks with some assistemce con replont this entire area taicing
yearly sections. Aszelea nlant meterial may be had in most any direc—
tion from the pork,

Diligence needs to be evercised in the eradicstion of gorse
wnleh hos made a start in the park. This sseding comes from fields to
the vorth. Ounsre of these fields shouvld give thelr cooneration in
eliminating tae gorse from their own propsrity.

The Tubture enhhancement of this »aorlk lies in keeping it in its
natural state. Yature will eliminate the hond of men in the azelea
ple nting in o few years. Hever fool yourssli by thinking that you can

embellish the work of the Maker.
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