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SANURL, KIMBROUGH BARLOW
PIONESR BOAD BUILDER

- The smzllest state park in Oregon is situated on the south slope
of Mount Hood, beside the dount Hood Highway (State %5), Mile Post 55,30,
practically opposite the entrance to the Government Cemp highway msintensnce
station. It is described =s being in Section 2%, Township ¥ South, Reange
8: Bast, W.k., Nlacksmes County, »f trisngular shepe, and cwntains-only
twenty—five square feet of surface, i%s elevation epproximately %900 feet
(U.8.G.8.).

Contzined in this small prrk is & lorge boulder, symbolizing hie
rugged strengbh »f purpase, upon which &re hwo teblets with the fallowing
inascriptions: "Ssmuel iimbrough Sarlow, Jregon rioneer irom Kentuclky, Built
the First hagon Rosd over the Cascede wountains, Possing this Spot, 184F~1846.
The Building of uallroads since hes baen of Less Importance to the-Community
than the opening of this Road which enszbled the Settlers to bring their Wagons
and Teams directly into the Willamette Valley. 4#rected by the Sons and
Baughters of Qregon Pioneers, 1923.," The other tablat reads: "Susannah Lee
Barlow, Wife of &. K. Barlow. & real deughter of the American Revolution and
the real Madonna of the Berlow Trail. Arrived in Oregon City December 25,
1845. Placzd by Susennah Lez Bsrlow end flultnomeh Chepter, D.A,%., 192%",

In Lewis A. McArthur's "Jregon Geographic Names", p. 19 (First
edition), we read: "Sempel K. Rarlow was born in Nichnlas County, Kentucky,
Janusry 24, 1792, He died at Cenemsh, Yregon, July 14, 1867, and i= buried

beside his wife at Barlow, Jrazon". In Villiam Berlow's "Reminiscences of



Seventy fears", Lhe wuarterly of the Oregon Historical Society, Vol. XIII,
September, 191z, No. 3, p. 269, hs states that "nis father was bornm in
1798, 4 foot-note on p. 120, Thweite's "derly western Trevels, Vol. XXX,
also gives 179% as the year of his birth.

The first recorded mention of & reoad, or the posgibility =f one,
gsouth of Mount Hood, wss by Samuel K, Berlow, who captained a wnit of the
184% migration to Oregon. then crossing the Blue Mountains this observing
leader noted a low gap, just south of wount dood. This he visuslized as a
possible route for a wagon road.

Upon rezching The Dalles late in Sepiember the company unit dis-
solved. Ingquiry revealed that an Indian trail psssed over the rznge on the
south side of wount Hood. The road possibility was discussad and the
radoubtabls Larlow voiced & determinstion Lo sgee for himsell whather or not

there was a feesible route for a wagon road.

The Barlow [amily, the kessrs. Gaines, Gessner, Caplinger, Recior,
william G. Buffum and their families, together with John Bown, Qeuben Gant
and Willizm Berry, elected to join with him in an assault upon the unknown.
with seven wegons thaey moved out on lFive—wile Creek vwhere there was an
sbundance of wood, water and grass; there to await the return of their
leader, who with H. M. Knighton had preceded them to explors the way zhesd,
jir. knighton returned not deeming the route practicsble and rejoined his
family at The Dalles. Mr. Barlow returned in &z few days, having gone ahead
some sixty or seventy miles. The party then moved to Tygh Valley where
they rested z day, then went on to the mouth of "Stony (now Rock) Creek; a
tributary of Vhite Biver, which they cslled "Little Deschutes". This cemp
site, approximetely three miles south of %amic, was where-the Barlow party
began the opening >f this historic rosd; the first to cross the Cascode

wounteins. The route thay followed up to end over the Berlow Pass is well
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defined on the Dufur snd mount Hood quadrangle sheets.

From the fglmer journals =nd other old records, neither the
later camp sites, the end of the 1845 road-making affort, nor the site of
the winter cemp, can be accurately located. The broad inference is, that
the road resched Barlow ?ass, perhaps beyond, by the way of Barlow Creek.
This pass ig the water-parting between the drainage systems of White River
to the veschutes and Salmon River westward to the Semdy. With an elevation
of 4,155 feet it is the first point of contzct with the lount Hood Highway
(State B0), six snd two-tenthe miles sast of Government Cemp and three
miles eest of the Wapinitia Highwey junction. The well signed Berlow Rosd
location crogses directly over the nezrrow, divide summit, descending the
gteep, westward slope fto ite bsse, whare it is agwein intersected by the

“highway which then, with necessary grade davietions, more o9r less follows
the original barlow roube to whers it left tha Sandy River for the
Llackamas River and on to Jregon Cilty.

Beside the route of the old road, sbout mid-distance between the
western base of tha Barlow Pass divide and the Wapinitia junction, there is
a wmound of smwell stones that marks thelonely grave of z now unkn&wn woman
who died und was buriad there by members of a pioneer wagon train she hagd
sccompanied.

While this incident was not directly connected with the 1845

Barlow party, it hes become & circumstance of touching, human interest that

o
o

ppeals to many people who pass that wey. For many years before the modern
highway wes esteblished, numbers of those who traveled the 21d road of rocks,
ruts and steeps, had psused to reverently add a2 stone to the srowing vile,
Since the advent of the highwey, morz and more people are aftracted ta this
upbuilding cairn, and thsy tno, add their token stone to revere the mamory

of this unknown women vwho, after many weary miles of travel had perished at

the threshold of hér destination.



*hen cemp was established, Mr, Barlow, accbmpanied by Mr. ¥. H.
Rector, went ghead blazing the way to be followed by the thirteen workers
of the party as they opened the road, In the open, marginal pine forest,
characteristic of this locality, cutting was light and good progress was made.

Soon after the camp was established, twenty-three wagons under the
leadership of Joel Palmer arrived. The Palmer party was the last element
of the 1845 immigrants to reach The Dalles. Prospects of getting down the
river were not good and Mr. Falmer induced fifteen wagons to join him in
following the Barlow party, who had left a few days before, to seek a route
over the mountains. They started October 1, their number increased to
twenty-three wagons. They overtook the Bérlow party on October 2 and en-
cemped with them at the mouth of Rock Creek.

In the morning Mr. Palmer with 2 companion went forward on horse-
beck to reconnoiter, hoping to encounter Mr. Barlow and sr. Rector who were
on the same errand. They returned the evening o»f the fifth. Mr. Barlow
had not returned.

43 grazing in the timber was poor and the laose cattle much
trouble, they determined to send them to the rillamette Valley by the way
of the Indian treil that crossed the south side oi wount Hood about timber-
line. TIwo families elected to go with the cattle drivers. The drivers were
to get provisions and return. #r. Barlow and wr. Rector came in during the
afternoon znd the two parties immwediately met and jointly adopted weasures
for the prosecution of the vork ahead.

By the evening of the tenth the road had been opened up to the
top of a ridgs where the descent %o YMmite River was to be made. To assist

the workers 2 dense thicket of "laurel" wes fired, practically clearing the



road down to the stream. 9n the eleventh lr. Barlow, Mr. Palmer and Hr.
wock, szb out to find a way over the divide, returning to.camp near micd-
night of the following day. 4 consultation was held next day to decide
upol the movements of the company in the nsger future. The provisions sent
for hzd arrived, but the genersl supply was nearly exhausted and many had
no means for procuring more. Some began to despalr of getiing through that
season. Those left with the cattle could not keep them together and a
nunber had beea lost. The Indizns stole seversl horses, and with other
mishaps occurring, not more than one-third of the party could be kept at
work on the rosd, the remsinder were needed in camp snd to peck provisions
to the workers.

Mr. Pzlmer was sgsin elscted to go shead. He chose sne com-
penion end bthey spent two long, arduous deys looking. Un Octnber 14, the
weather that hed been clear for months, clovwded up in the night. Reallging
the danger of 5o meny families being coaught in the mountezing was szrious,
dr. Palmer hastzned to return snd tell_the peaple of the difficulties to be
encountered. n thelr way they ceme upon an advence crew of four men of
thelr company clesring the road. The next dsy they all stértcd Tor the mesin
canp with the tools and provisions, arrivias st twy o'clock in the after-
naon.

The whole matter was isid befsre the company. sir. Parlow and
fr. Fcebsr offered tq continue work on the road until the party could go
and return from the valley; agreeing to insurs the safety of the wagons for
a2 certain per cent of their valug. In rounding up the cattle it was found
thet many had streyed, but by nightfall nearly sll of them were in camp.
Some who had no horses started Tor the velley on foot. Others were to re-

main end move the csamp to White River, and thoze who intended leaving at
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once could then follow this stresm up to the Indien treil.

On Jctober 16, there was svery indication of rain. Mr. Barlow
and ir. Rector sterted moving, followed later by Mr. Buffum, his wife and
#ir. Thompson. Nr. Yalmer joined the later group and they set out for the
settlement in s cold rain, enveloped by clouds and frequently losing the
truill. Jn Jetober 18, they met the party bringing in the supplies thet
the z204 people >f Jregon City had generously contributed upon hearing of
the plighi of the families who hed sttempted thez Barlow route. The
donated supplics consisted of eleven aundred pounds of flour, s hundred of
sugsr, with tea snd other items. The two Gilmores with Mr. Stewart had .
volunteered to tske them in to the cemp; the only cost to the recipients
being the hire of the horses. Two of the packers wished to return to the
vaelley and on the nineteenth, Mr. Pzlmer joined #r. C. Gilmore end the
Indizn who had been sent to assist the packers, and hastaned on to the
camp with the much needed provisions. dezny difficulties zssciled them.

Thz rain turned 2 snow ss they sscended and incressed in depth as they
advanced, where drifts added to thair troubles. Seperatad in e dense
clqud, the Indiazn stole = horse and decsmped in the mist.

Jetober 20, the wagon cemp wes reachad in the efternaon znd
there was much rejolcing as several families were entively oui »f food,
others nearly so. &after waiting ons day Mr. Gilmore left camp with three
femilies. Others soon sterted end in a few dsys all of the families had
departed, except those of Wr. Barlow, mr. Rector and ir. Caplinger, who
had gone to the settlement for horses. T'en men rensined in camp. A
suiteble place wes selected for a wegon y:ird,,a cabin was erected for those
who were to stsy through the winter and for sheltering such effects asn

could not be packed out. Un Jctober 25, Mr. Palmer with Mr. Creighton,



Wir. Farwell end #r. Buckly, all with heavy packs, left in the afternoon.
4 ghort distance cut they met Mr. Barlow and WMr. Rector going in with horses.
On the twenty-seventh they avartosk nine persons in two families, four of
them small children, ell nearly barefooi’. and scentily clzd, but out of the
snaw. %r. Palmer and psrty had traveled through four inches »>f fresh snow
snd were glad to gst out of it &s their woccuasin soles were worn through.
then they lsft the Sendy they wet r. Suffum, sir. Lock end & &r. Smith, with
fourt:en horses going in to Fort Deposit, es thsy called the wagon camp, to
Lring out such erticles as could be packed. The numerous herds of cattle
passing over ths trell had so caten the grass snd bushss that the horses
going and coming so lete in the yeer vwere ncarly famished; some so weal
they could h:rdly climb the steep ascents.

mr. Palmer and companions cemped an the Sendy October 8. After
resuning their travel next dey they met a perty that had been sent out to
meet snd cssist those whi were »n the way. Leter in the day they ceme to
s work party's csmp, where they obtained some needed food. Un October 41,
they put up at Hatche's on the Clacksmas, just & month sfter leaving The
Delles, arriving et Jregon City the next day. This ending Hr. Palmer's
connection with the opening of the roazd.

The Barlow, Caplinger end Rector femilies, who had remained at
Fort Deposit until the camp hed been made snug for the winter, were delayed
until considerable snow hsd sccumulated on the high ground, cnd they en-
countered many difficulties before reaching Oregon City, in the evening of
December «f, Lb&i5.

Barly in January of the new year, Willlam bzrlow, a son of Samuel
K. Barlow, who nad been active in all features of the road enterprise, with

one companion, took several horses to the mountein camp loaded with food.



A trip that was gquite difficult. On reaching camp they learned thst a
wandering band of Indians had visited the lone caretaker, ¥William Berry,
and left him & small supply of driad salmon and "whortle" (huckle) berries.
William Berlow hed intended o remaln st the cemp. Rerry, however, in-
slsting tﬁat he would be quite all right elone, urged hin to return to the
valiev, end with his companion left the next wmorning; the midwinter return
trip being accomplished in thres deys, and no horses were lost. This ended
the tirsgt chapter of the building of the Barlow Road.

The foregoing is a brief synopsis of the epochal 1845 sttempt of
a few courageous and herdy picneers, led by Sfamuel K. Barlow and Joel
Palmer, to open & wagon rood over the formidable, then unknown, Cascade
Mountaing, by skirting the southern base of HMount Hood.

These incidents were glesned from the narrative of William Barlow
and the article by Welter Esailey, both published in "The Quarterly of the
Oregon Historicel Society", nf feptember 1912, Vol. XIII, No. 3; and from
the edited journals of Joel Yelmar, published in Vol. XXX, of Thweite's
"EBarly Western Irzvels"., 4ll are authentic, informetive end interesting
recountines of the trisls end difficulties experienced by thes2 pioneer
rosd builders, accompaniad by their families, topether with their stock and
other possessions; all of them reouiring & measure of diverting cere at all
times.

without complaint, through sll the stories runs ¢ threed of their
trisls and discoursgements. Vhen tired and hungry, their very souls were
often tried aslmost to deéspair, in overcoming the relentless harshness of
the ever pressing wilderness. Yet, through these fleeting hours of
derkness, there slways shone 2 ray of the beacon 1light of pioneer hope. 4s

each new obstzcle wss overcome their spirits rose to heights of exultent



triuvaph, snd with & new, trenscendent courege they turned sgain to the
tegk of subduing the ever recurring difficulties of the unknown fastnesses
that surrounded themn.

Degpite all thair troubles they were stlll susceptible to the
besubies and picturesiue festures of the primordial wilderness they hsd in-
vaded. Jn Jetober LI, a time >f the yesr when sount Hood is most glorious,
b relimar, se. Borlow snd wr. wock vere seaking out the way. Upon reazching
an  open place well up 5n thz Thits giver slope, they prussed to lask upsn
the towering mejesty of the mountein beforz them. =xpressing the sentiments
5>f all threse, tha reputedly "prosaic" ir. Paluer was moved to record his
iaprassiosns in the following words: "I had never looked upon a sight so
nobly grend . . . No pen cen give an sdequate description of this scene.

In December 1845, Samuel k. Barlow had secured from the Provigionel
legislature, convened st Oregon City, & charter to build and operate a toll
rord over $he route ke had blazed over the mountains. In the following
gpring, with a crew of forty men he opsned the roasd to the wegon camp , &nd
the Barlow Rosd, such &s it wes, becsme & reality in the summer of 1846,

The wagons and goods cached somevhere in the White River arza were taken to
their destination and the rosd servad a considerabla portion »f the migra-
tisn of that snd succeeding years, eventually bzcoming the modern, year
around highvay over the mountsins in 1924, serving the summer and winter
resorts at Government Caump.

~ mile or so beyond Government Cemp, sn ascending side rosd divesrges
to reach Timberline Lodge; the million dollar mountain hostelry, which rests
nesr the iimit of tree growth. This winderful resort wes sgonsored by ths
Forzst Service as & liorks Progress sdministration project, end opened to the
public in 1937.

Ciosed during the war, it wss formelly reopened on December z, 1945
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The press reports stated thet three thousand winter sports enthusirsts
vigited at Government Camp #nd Tinberline ﬁodge on thet date. On Sundsy,
December 24, two thousand wes the estimated number of visitors, responding
t>» the appeal of Invignrating, outdoor winter sports carried on in this

[y

areda of scenic beauty and stinul: ting atmosphere,

L4 is & far ery {from the comfortable, modern surrsundings that
affer convenicnees to these thoussnds of pleasurs ssekers in 1945, to the
wecrying sfforts of the 1645 mizrants who, wet, c¢>ld, often hungry and
nezrly barefont, sleeplar where night overtook them; the pace of the vzakest
settinz that ol the strongest, &s thay struggled over the mountzins, some-
tismes in the driving mists znd snows Qbave tisber line, or sgain in the
depths of forested cenyons ; led thither in the fulfillment of the destiny
that iured them to the Oregon Country.

The statement has been made thet more persons climb to the summit
of Mount Hood every year, then ascend zll the other perks of the Northwest
together, If this be true, the climbars, coupled with the hundreds who now
visit the mountsin for winter sports, pressge s wonderful future for the
Mount Hood ares. As Jrecon's populsation grows, visitors will incresse in
like proportion.

inch credit is due th: Stste dighway Depertment for keeping open

L1

c¢h a splendid winter rozd to serve those who find & thrill snd kesn snjoymant
in the winter snows of thass scenic sltitudes, snd there will alweys be
sbundance of youthful anthusizsm to justify its existence znd cars.

ALl honor to Ssmuel A, Barlow — "he builded better then he knew'.
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«, A. Lengille
walitao State Pirk hlmtorlan
Jemuary 7, 1946
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