SHORE ACRES
STATEA PARK
With an
Extraordinary Garden

Shore Acres State Park is situated some thirtéén miles South and
west ef North Bend, or ten miles from Coos Bay (City}g on the seaward side
of the Seven Devils peninsula which lies between South Slough and the ocean;
deseribed as being in Sections 8, 17 and 18, in Township 26 South, Range 1k
West, Willamstte meridian, Coos County, ®regon: conbtaining 637 acres, a
glft to the State of COregon, from Lola G. and Louis J. Simpson; the deed
date December 10, 1Gh2.

Shore Acres is the name given to the property by its former owners,
members of the well known Asa M. Simpson family, who were prominent, early
day lumbessen and ship builders in the ®oos Bay area. These Former owners
were esthetic minded, with a penchant for the beautiful things of nature.
In the gardened acres of the park area, they had planted thirty-five hun-
dred different varieties of trees, shrubs and flowering plants. Among
them are many native to the state and nation, with a great diversity of
exotica, brought to Coos Bay in the famed, Simpson owned sailing vessels,
returning from odd, far away places under the -ommand of Captain Relph F.
Peasley, whose protoiype was Peter ﬁ. Kyne's fictional "Captain Matt Peasley",

who aitained storied renown in Kyne's '"Cappy Ricka' sea tales.

The tract borders ithe ocean on an ex eptional shore line, where the
underlying sand stone formation dips quite steeply inward, in conformity
with the Coaledo dip, sternly repulsing the stormy seas that crash with

shuddering fury upon this unusual inverted ro k face, less than a hundred

feet from the main building. Eest of the house the land i3 level for a



distance, rising gradually to the base of an elevated, fire scarred and
snag ridden ridge that swings westward, merging into the bold Cape Arago
promontory with its challenging coastal views.

The house grounds and the extensive garden area. both bordering the
ocean, occupy a portion of this fairly level iand which gredually narrows
in its southerly trend toward the end of the garden where it is pinched out
by the turn of the ridge to the seashore. The Cape Arago road skirts the
base of the ridge to the garden end before beginning the asrent of the pro-
montory. ‘Here the former private entrance road opened into the grounds be-
gide the caretakers lodge thence down the fliowered and tree bordersd gerden
lane to the manor house.

This large, unpainted, three story stru-ture ls over one hundred feet
long,; has fifteen guest rooms a large living room with a huge fireplace that
radiated cheer, a dining room and appurtenant housckeeping quarters all kept
in order by a retinue of servants In the basement isg a large, concrete
swimming pool, with a commected heating plant for tempering the water, and
also ﬁrovide hot water for showerr bathg and domestic uss. A house of omfort
and convenienrce for the many visiting friends and often notable guests. who
assembled there in the heyday of its social artivities, to enjoy the hos-
pitality of thelr genial hosts. wander in the gardens or besjde the oceen,
and if the weather was inrlement, watch the waves of the turbulent sea
crash upon this unusual shore front from the shelter and comfort of the
house, just beyond the rearh of their fury

Soon after the property was acauired by the State in 1942 it was
taken over by the coast defense forces as a loral headguarters, and occupied
thru 1¢43-194h and into the early part of 1¢45. During ihis period lockouts

were continuously stationed on the high Cape Arago park promontory and an



around the clork gentry post was maintained on the park road chailenging
all who approerhed end keeping curious minded individuals away from their
military artivities on this wide-sweeping. highly important observation
point, that covered the scutherly approah to tho entrance of Coos Bay
from which almost steady lumber shiﬁments for the Asiatic war theatre

were being made. Near the foreland lookout post, an elevated Shore Acres
Park field, commanding a wide expanse of the ocean, was used as z sile

for prartice firing of mobile roast defense guns, at medium and long range;
moving sea targets and the arca was, or course, kept ~losod to the public

After Shore A res became a state park in 1942, Anton Jensen a
qualified florist and gardener; then in chargs of C pe Arago park, also
took over the care of Shore Acres, and assumed the special task of recon-
ditioning the long neglected gardens. He continued this work during the
wilitary occupancy, and their present appesrance is abundant evidence of
his skillful hard working stewerdship in bringing them bacl to thelr for-
mer state of beauty, and park visitors are now much impressed by their
pleasing and exquisite flowered showings.

At this time the Shore Acres gardens, together with the unusual
ro- k formation of 1ts sea front, and the large house, are the principal
ettrartions As a park, it incliudes a portion of the Cape Arago headland
view points and the picni- arveas of the Cape Arago park are equally availa-
ble to both of them.

Without other present park development, Shore Acres is a gardened
rorollary of the spectarular, and sternly picturesgue Cape Arago park ares
For a greater appreciation of both of them, Cape Arago would better be vigited
first then return to the quict loveliness of Shore Acres and 1ts peaceiul,

restful gardens that will linger long in the memory of those who enjoy the



rich, harmonizing beauty of an abundance of trees , shrubs and plants that
flower 3o profusely and scent the air with their sweetness. It is a park
of pleasing interest to all present visitors, with an abundance of possi-

bilities for a mucrh greater fuiure development

December 4. 1G4T W. A. LANGILLE



SHORE ACRES

Recommendations

The outstanding feature of this park is its incomparable shore
line, and in this feature should the park concentrate its development.
The large open fields and hillside should be reforested.

Two controvertible prroblems exist in the large house and garden.
The house is of surh size that it has no value to the park. It is in
need of repairs estimated to cost $25,°00.0". Several parties have made
offers to use it as a roadhouse It should never be used for such a
purpose. The building should be torn down and in i%ts place, an obser-
vation building (onstructed.

The garden should be rstained and kept in its present ‘ondition.
New development should not be done. Inveatigation of the small beach
should be made as to its safety for bathers. A new water system for the
park is now under way. Fires have twice swepl this park and every pre-
caution should be taken to prevent future fires. With picnic facilities
at Sunset Bay and Cape Arago State Parls, pi-nic facilities at Shore Acres
can be held to & minimum. Develop observation pointe along the shore
1ine where there is an ever changing panorama challenging the imagination

of the viewer.
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