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Nexus Federal Taxable Income Apportionment
𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆
𝑈𝑈. 𝑆𝑆. 𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑂𝑂𝑆𝑆



Who is an interstate broadcaster?

ORS 314.680(1) “Broadcasting” means the 
activity of transmitting any one-way 
electronic signal by …. conduits of 
communications.

Which income is apportioned?

Comcast Case

• All income not specifically addressed in 
statute

• Excludes tangible personal property and 
real property

• Fact specific?



Industry Description
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depends on 
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broadcasting 

definition



• “Broadcasting” means the activity of transmitting 
any one-way electronic signal

• Expected to encapsulate an increasing number of industries 
as technology improves

• Potentially an increase in appeals to DOR

• Policy intent in today’s environment?



Ongoing Industry Change

 











Assuming No Nexus



Assuming Nexus Exists 

Bottom Line: Nexus assumption fundamentally changes revenue estimate



Current Baseline



Permanent Commercial Domicile



Repeal Broadcaster Statutes



Direction on Apportionment Calculation

Stakeholders may benefit from greater statutory direction on 
calculations

• Audience method is current law for 2020
• Statute Audience ratio: Oregon audience / total U.S. audience

• DOR Rules: OAR 150-314-0465
• If ratings numbers are unavailable or inappropriate for some reason

• Broadcast population in Oregon relative to U.S.
• Cable system population in Oregon relative to U.S.



Direction on Apportionment Calculation

Stakeholders may benefit from greater statutory direction on 
calculations

• Potential Guidance?
• Cable Networks use data on the share of households that pay for cable TV in Oregon relative to U.S. share
• Allow entities with national and cable networks to separate revenue streams for apportionment
• Other guidance dependent on policy choice?



Tax Policy 
Alternatives
(in no particular 
order)

Return to audience factor

Make domicile permanent

Repeal Broadcaster Statutes//Market-Based Sourcing
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